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Teens For Liberty Join 

Pence Bus Tour 

 

Ten members of the Teens for Liberty GenJ 
Club will be joining Congressman Mike Pence 
on the Pence Team Bus Tour on Wednesday, 
October 27.  The members will meet up with 
Congressman Pence and his volunteers at 
1:30 at the VFW at 12th and Mulberry in Terre Haute for a rally with the 
Congressman and 46th Indiana House District hopeful, Bob Heaton.  The 
members will then join the Congressman on the bus heading to the Evans-
ville area for two more rallies– one for State Senate hopeful, Jim Tomes 
and the other for U.S. Congress hopeful, Larry Bucshon.  The group will 
then travel back to Terre Haute with a drop of time of 9:30 pm.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity for our members to meet and interact with one of the 
most conservative voices in Washington, D.C.  Congressman Pence is a 
good friend to the Generation Joshua organization.  If you visit the Genera-
tion Joshua website, you will see a video of Congressman Pence praising 
Generation Joshua for the work they are doing in preparing our generation 
to take the helm of leadership.  Congressman Pence’s team requested our 
members to join him on this trip.  Expect to see a full report of this once in a 
lifetime trip in next month’s Teens for Liberty Monthly.   

November Club Meeting 

The regularly scheduled Teens for Liberty Club meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, November 9 at 7:00pm at the Lohrmans, 6367 N. Murphy Rd. 
in Brazil.  The agenda will be for members to share their experiences and 
thoughts from the election.  This will be very informal.  Each member will be 
given a special ―treat‖ for Veterans’ Day to give to a Veteran to thank him or 
her for their service for our freedoms.  We will also discussing our plans for 
December’s Christmas Party meeting.  Something to consider before the 
meeting is whether or not the club would like to participate in the Christmas 
Parade in Brazil on Friday, November 26.  Roles for the November meeting 
are:  Opening Prayer– Kristin Schwartz, Pledge of Allegiance– Sarah Lu-
per, Founding Father’s Quote– Jay Luper, Joke– Jacob Latham, Current 
Event Topic– Jason O’Neil, Snacks– Judah Lohrman and Hannah and 
Caleb Close.  Contact Jodi with any questions at 812-201-8704.  Newcom-
ers wanting to ―check it out‖ are always welcome! 

Recognition Corner: 

The following members have 

worked these campaigns the 

past month: 
 

Judah Lohrman– Morrison,      

Baird, Bucshon, Heaton 

Kelsie Risk– Heaton, Webster 

Hannah Close– Baird, Buc-

shon 

Melody Anderson— Morrison 

Esther Anderson— Morrison 

Isaac Bahney– Bucshon, 

Coats, Berry 
 

Thanks!  Your volunteering 

really makes a difference!  

Please let Judah know if you 

have worked a campaign.   

Treasurer’s Report: 

 

Balance:  $123.29 

This is your newslet-

ter!!! 

Let your voice, opinions 

and accomplishments  

be heard! 

Please submit articles, 

opinion pieces, book, 

movie and song re-

views, games, puzzles, 

etc. 

Submit to Judah  

 

We’re on  

Facebook at  

Teens for Liberty  



The motto of our Teens for Liberty Club is “Do Hard Things”.  
What was the first hard thing that you remember doing?     I 
would have to tell you that the first really hard thing I remember 
doing in my life was saying good-bye to my grandparents.  I come 
from a very big family, a very close family and we lost my grandfa-
ther, who immigrated from Ireland, and my grandmother both 
within two months, back in 1980.  Dealing with that loss and when 
my dad passed away eight years later- those are the things that 
are hard.  I face challenges in my career and in my life before, but 

losing the people who are most important to you is always the hardest part.  

 

What character trait do you think is lacking the most in our society?   I think our present crisis in 
this country is not just economic and political, but moral in nature.  At the root of these times, should be 
realization that people in our society, particularly people in high places, have walked away from basic 
principles of honesty, integrity and an honest day’s work for an honest day’s pay, and the simple notion 
that you treat other people the way you want to be treated.  I think for people in high places of authority 
there’s been a decline of fundamental integrity.  We have to restore that character to our nation.  

 

Who do you say Jesus Christ is?    Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior.  I gave my life to Jesus Christ 

in 1978.  I try and open the Word of God every day.  Because a day that starts with His Word is always 

better than any other day. 

Mike Pence      Republican, U.S. Congress, 6th District 

My Time As A Political Journalist   by Judah Lohrman 

―Hello I’m Judah, I’m with the Teens for Liberty, GenJ Club for 11—19 year olds and I'd like to interview 
you for my club’s newsletter.‖  That is how I would usually start off when I'd shake a candidates hand.  
So far I have interviewed seventeen candidates.  Two of which were over the cell phone.  
 

The questions that I picked to ask the candidates are character and worldview questions.  This is be-
cause a person’s character and worldview is what they look at the world with and what drives them to do 
what they do and say what they say.  I say ―they‖, but actually, everyone has a worldview that guide 
them in their decision making.  
 

It really wasn’t that hard to get the opportunity to interview the candidates.  I would make a bee-line up 
to them as soon as I would see an opening.  All that was needed was boldness, tenacity, and of course, 
being where the candidates were.  When I first started though, I was so nervous that I mumbled, slurred  
and mixed my words together.  The more I interviewed candidates, I became more bold and tenacious.  
Then I noticed that my fear and nervousness was less and less.   
 

One thing that I’ve learned was that Democrats were more personable than I had expected.  I was ex-
pecting them to be grumpy and upset persons not wanting to give me the time of day.  Even though I 
appreciate their behavior toward me, I still don’t agree with their policies and views on the issues.  Many 
of the Republicans, I already knew pretty well, but this allowed me to know them better and where their 
ideas come from. 
 

As you read the interviews, you will notice some questions missing from some candidates.  Some of the 
questions were not asked because either I did not have the questions with me and I didn’t remember the 
question or because the candidate did not answer the ―Who do you say Jesus Christ is‖ question in a 
way that gave evidence that they had a personal relationship with Him.  
 

Veterans Day is on November 11.  I’m looking to interview some veterans so we can learn from their 
experiences.  Please sending me some questions you would like for me to ask them and let me know of 
some veterans who would like to take 5 minutes to share their stories of the price of freedom.   
 

I would also like to get your feedback about the candidates interviews.  Feel free to e-mail me at  
judahel@frontier.com, Thanks to all! 



 

The motto of our Teens for Liberty Club is “Do Hard Things”.  
What was the first hard thing that you remember doing?  That’s 
really tough.  I’ve never been asked that before.  I remember thinking 
very well that if I wanted to buy things, I had to get a job and pay for 
that.  So, I went out and borrowed my parents’ lawnmower and drug it 
behind my bicycle and cut neighborhood lawns.  Every week or every 
couple of weeks for $2 a piece, I would save up money.  That was 
hard work because some people would let their grass grow really high 

and it was tough to push it through.  That’s about the first hard thing I can remember. 
 

What concerns do you have for my generation?  There’s a lot of concerns for your generation.  
That’s what we try to do now is try to put things in place so that our planet is in good shape when we 
leave it to you.  What kind of energy you’ll be using.  Will cars use gasoline or electricity or something 
else.  What we heat our house with.  What we fuel our cars with.  Will your air be clean?  Will your water 
be clean to drink?  Will we be at a place where our country isn’t at war?  Where there’s not people trying 
to hurt Americans?  I think those are all things we try to concern ourselves with.  We want to leave you a 
better place than what we found it. 

 

What encourages you about my generation?   You’re really smart.  If you really apply yourself, you’re 
going to be the ones who fix a lot of this stuff.  We are going to try to set the tone and put the policies in 
place.  I am very encouraged by the intelligence I see in young people.  If you really try and you really 
study and you work hard and realize that they are taking over, when people my age are on their way out, 
that this is a great place and a great country.  It’s going to survive for a long time. 

 

How important is character in an individual?   It’s probably the most important thing.  There’s a lot of 
things you can’t control, but what you can control is how you act and what you say and how you affect 
others.  You may not change the world, but we can always change our little world around us.  Whether 
it’s just saying something nice to somebody, patting them on the back, or putting your arm around them, 
or helping them if they need help, helping to endure.  You can do little things that mean big things to 
other people.  That is character. 

 

What character trait do you think is lacking the most in our society?  Sometimes we automatically 
criticize others who may not think just like us.  I think that it’s important to try to understand others in this 
big world that there are people with different opinions than what we have.  We should try to understand 
that and learn from that and try to teach them about our opinion, too.   Have a civil exchange of civility.  
A civil exchange about our different ideas and how we move forward.  

 

What has been most influential in shaping your worldview?  That would be a lot of things.  I think 
my parents installed a strong work ethic in me.  I believe in honesty.  Being able to look and say like I 
said in the last question, I can’t control everything, but I can control what I do and say.  Just try to do the 
best I can.  No matter what it is- whether it’s the war in Iraq or Afghanistan, or whether it’s peace in the 
Middle East or whether it’s trying to establish relationships with other countries, working together in trade 
agreements or whatever it might be- it’s what makes sense for most people. 

 

Who do you say Jesus Christ is?  I consider Him my Savior.  My Friend.  Someone I can confide in 
when I need help and when I need to come to peace with myself with decisions.  I pray to Jesus Christ 
to help me make decisions in my job in Congress.  That’s a very important part of my life.  

 

When was the first time Christ became real and personal to you?  That’s really hard to say.  I have 
been praying and believing and relying on His strength for ever since I can remember.  So, it’s hard to 
say the first time.  I guess I would have to say since I was a little kid.  I knew that there was  a Being 
there that was watching down over me and be there at my side when I needed Him or Her, most. 

 

If you could have a thirty minute conversation with someone from history, who would it be?  Boy, 

there’s so many folks.  Whether that’s Jesus Christ or whether it’s somebody on this earth, I would just 

seek their wisdom to help me to form my opinions and make good decisions in my life.  Since I am in a 

job where I make decisions for the people, I do the right things to the best of my abilities. 

Brad Ellsworth           Democrat, U.S. Senate 



The motto of our Teens for Liberty Club is “Do Hard Things”.  What was the 
first hard thing that you remember doing?  I was the youngest paper boy granted 
the right to deliver papers in my town.  I had to learn quickly how to make sure the 
right paper went to the right house.  I had to do all the collections myself, too.  The 
hardest thing was to collect every week from the people whom I delivered papers to 
when people were out of town, on vacation, or they didn’t want to pay.  

 

What concerns do you have for my generation?  My concerns for your generation 
is that our country is so deeply in debt with all the excessive spending that you’re 
going to have to pay all this back.  The interest payments on that paying back the 

debt is going to be more difficult for you to have enough money to do what you want to do.  That is have 
a good job, build a house, raise your children, save money for their education.  I just think that’s some-
thing that young people are going to have to face.  I hope that we can do something about that before it 
hits you in a bad way. 

 

What encourages you about my generation?   Every new generation comes with new ideals and 
fresh ideas.  Your generation is going to be a much more responsible generation than the previous gen-
erations because they have seen the threat of terrorism as exhibited by 9/11.  They have experienced 
tough times with the economy.  A lot of generations have just had it too easy- living in an unrealistic ex-
pectation.  Your generation will have a much better sense that it will take hard work and commitment 
and perseverance in order to succeed in the country.  We have the kind of country that rewards hard 
work.  That it’s not capable of taking care of everybody who just doesn’t want to work. 

 

How important is character in an individual?   I think character is what measures every individual.  
Character is not what is just proven during the time of crisis, character is something that is developed in 
the very small things, everyday- thinking about more than just yourself, thinking about helping out an-
other in need, about dealing with tough issues realistically and fairly- it’s the little things.  Over a lifetime 
you develop character.  Big things happen every once in a while. 

 

What character trait do you think is lacking the most in our society?  Telling the truth.  I think peo-
ple try to avoid saying things that other people might not want to hear, but are the truth.  I think we are a 
lot better off if we can tell the truth, deal with the truth and not try to say something that isn’t true or try to 
say it in ways that people won’t get upset with us. 
What has been most influential in shaping your worldview?  (Forgot to ask- didn’t have my paper 
with me.) 

 

Who do you say Jesus Christ is?  The Son of God sent to earth to provide salvation for our sins. 

 

When was the first time Christ became real and personal to you?  When I was young through my 
church and also listening to Billy Graham on the radio when I was young.  

 

If you could have a thirty minute conversation with someone from history, who would it be?  

Winston Churchill 

Dan Coats      Republican, U.S. Senate 

The motto of our Teens for Liberty Club is “Do Hard Things”.  What was 
the first hard thing that you remember doing?  That takes a lot of thought.  
As a very shy youngster, I think school initially was a challenge as a first 
grader.  I have very much worked to overcome that shyness and when I tell 
people now how shy I was pretty much all through high school and college, 
they hardly believe me.  But, it really helps to have my background in teaching.  

That’s really helped me overcome public speaking and shyness.  Truthfully, just doing it has overcome 
that shyness.  Public speaking is something that people often fear, the research shows, even more than 
death.  Which is just crazy.  It really is not that hard after you practice a few times.  Of course, you don’t 
do it well at first, but later on.  I would say that’s the other difficult thing, very difficult thing would be 
learning how to speak in public and feel half-way confident in that. 

Rebecca Sink-Burris       Libertarian, U.S. Senate 



      Continued, Rebecca Sink-Burris 

What concerns do you have for my generation?  Well, the concerns I have are not really with your generation, 
but with the economy that your generation is going to be growing up to.  I want your generation to have all possible 
opportunities that there should be for you.  The free market system, which we haven’t had for a long time, we live in 
a very controlled economy, that does not offer the opportunities that a freer society would offer.  That’s what I am 
working towards– to allow there to be more freedom.  There’s no reason why a 10 year old needs a license to open 
a lemonade stand.  That’s just absolutely ridiculous.  There’s no reason why a young person should have to go to a 
cosmetology school in order to learn how to cut hair when what she really wants to do is braid hair and they don’t 
teach that in the hair cutting, cosmetology school.  Those are the kind of things that most are not even aware of, but 
they really cut off the lower rung of the ladder for people to be able to take care of themselves and earn a living.  
That’s wrong.  People should be able to offer their goods and services to any willing customer.  I think the custom-
ers, for the most part, can figure out if the provider is one they want to use or not.  We’ve gone way beyond health 
and safety issues and have moved on to other regulations.  It really slows the economy down.  One example that I 
have been using are the countries in Asia and areas like Hong Kong and Singapore where the economies are abso-
lutely bustling.  People come there with nothing and start to move up the economic ladder.  That’s because there is 
the rule of law, property rights are recognized, which are very important structures to help the economy.   After that, 
the economy is pretty much left free.  That is why people are able to move up so quickly.  If you look at a country 
like Cuba where people risk their lives to leave that country rather than risk their lives to get into it.  Only recently 
Castro has admitted that socialism doesn’t work.  They just made it legal for individuals to grow food for their own 
consumption.  That’s the kind of backwardness a controlled economy brings.  A fair economy understands people 
should be able to offer their goods and services to any willing adult bringing prosperity to many more people.  That’s 
what I’d like to see and that is what I want for your generation and for all generations.   
 
What encourages you about my generation?   Oh, my!  First, I am very encouraged about the younger genera-
tion.  A lot of the old prejudices are finally dropping away.  It’s the younger generation where we see the most pro-
gress in this.  That pleases me very much.  Because it’s one thing to require to have the government add to it, treat 
all people equally, but it very much helps if the society is interested in that also.   
 
How important is character in an individual?   Extremely important.  That’s another thing that I actually worry 
about for your generation because I don’t see the schools teaching a values of our Founding Fathers which very 
much include character traits of a responsible and respectful and hardworking and all those kind of things.  It’s ex-
tremely important to understand, as a human being, that’s one of our prime goals I think, is to understand what 
character traits are most valuable and to work to achieve those in our own lives.  Respecting other people and being 
responsible for our own actions are very much a part of that.  
 
What character trait do you think is lacking the most in our society?  I think respect is one and responsibility.  
A good work ethic is sometimes lacking.  I was a teacher.  I taught in both public and private schools.  In the public 
schools, I got a lot of disrespect from all parties, teachers, administration did not respect the students and parents 
like they should and so therefore the students didn’t respect the teachers like they should.  That did not provide a 
good learning atmosphere.  In a private school, that respect is there.  In makes such a difference in how the class-
rooms are able to run and the learning environment and the quality of learning that goes on there.  The parents are 
so much more involved because they are respected and their input is valued because those schools, unlike the pub-
lic schools monopoly, need to keep their students there.  If they don’t respect the parents or students, the parents 
are going to move their children elsewhere.   
 
What has been most influential in shaping your worldview?  Libertarian ideas.  Learning that we have, and it 
really goes down to this very basic level, the fact that we have two choices, in how to deal with other human beings.  
We can learn by persuasion and trading freely with other people or we can deal by force, making laws to make peo-
ple to do what we want them to do.  There is a time where laws are appropriate and that’s to protect individual rights 
of life, liberty, property and happiness.  But for just about everything else, we need to use persuasion rather than the 
force of laws.  We’ve gotten so crazy in in this country about making everything into a political issue.  When that 
happens, it’s always decided by those with the most political power.  We need to step back and really think about 
what issues need to enforced, which to me is just violence against other people and includes everything else up to 
persuasion.  In this day and age, there are cities that tell you want color you can paint your house.  What material 
you can use on your house.  You’ll get fined or sent to jail if you don’t comply.  I think that’s way out far beyond on 
what laws should ever be used for.  If you don’t like your neighbor’s house and your whole neighborhood doesn’t 
like your neighbor’s house, maybe you could volunteer to repaint that house.  But to make a law against it is just 
going way too far.  Just that understanding of when to use the rule of law and force and when not to is very impor-
tant to my character development for instance.  I may want people to do one thing or another, but do I have the right 
to force them?  If they are not hurting someone else, if they are not using force and fraud against someone else, 
then I don’t have a right to force them.    I do have the right to try to persuade them by writing books, speaking on 
the radio, write newspaper articles, whatever in order to persuade people to my view.  That is a moral action.   



The motto of our Teens for Liberty Club is “Do Hard Things”.  What 
was the first hard thing that you remember doing?   The first hard 
thing I remember doing was going away from home and going to college 
at the University of Illinois where I didn’t know anyone.  Coming from a 
small town of 1,400 people to a University with 45,000 students, that was 
pretty hard, but I got through it. 

 

What concerns do you have for my generation?  The concerns that I 
have for your generation are that the federal government debt will be so big that you’ll have to have high 
taxes in order to support our government.  Your generation will be left to foot the bill.  The other thing I 
think that concerns me about your generation is some personal freedoms we now have in our country 
are slowly eroding away.  I have concerns about that. 

 

What encourages you about my generation?   Young people have open minds.  Young people are 
very optimistic.  I think your generation will fight back against things in our country like the debt and the 
erosion of moral character that we are seeing.  I’m optimistic that your generation will make that happen.  

 

How important is character in an individual?    It’s critical.  You only have a few things in your life- 
your integrity, your honesty, your moral character- and I think they’re very, very important.  Loyalty is 
also very important. 

 

What character trait do you think is lacking the most in our society?   The character trait I think is 
lacking most in our society is that no one really has a sense of loyalty to anything.  People tend to be out 
for themselves a lot more than they used to be.  People tend to be less loyal to a lot of things than they 
used to be. 

 

What has been most influential in shaping your worldview?   I would have to say my hard working 
parents.  My parents promoted getting an education and working hard to make yourself successful.  

 

Who do you say Jesus Christ is?   He is my Lord and Savior.  His death on the cross has atoned for 
my sins. 

 

When was the first time Christ became real and personal to you?   When I was in grade school in 
Sunday School was when Christ became real and personal to me.  My mother actually taught in the 
Sunday School when I was a kid.  I would say when I was in grade school.  

 

 If you could have a thirty minute conversation with someone from history, who would it be?   

Abraham Lincoln would clearly be the one, because even though he lived in the time where many, many 

people doubted his ability to keep the Union together, I want to know from President Lincoln how he kept 

his strength and what motivated him to have a singular view of saving our Union, even against such long 

odds.  He would clearly be the person from history I would speak to from the government.  It would, of 

course, be nice, if I could go back to the time of Jesus and actually hear what he had to say.  Going fur-

ther back, that would be nice to see him on the stump, so to speak, and listen to him.   If I could talk to 

either one of those, but Abraham Lincoln from U.S. History would be the one. 

Larry Bucshon               Republican, U.S. Congress, District 8 

     Continued, Rebecca Sink– Burris 

But to try to pass a law to persuade people to my view, in my opinion, is not a moral action.  If it doesn’t 
have to do with force or fraud, it doesn’t have to do with a law.   

 

Who do you say Jesus Christ is?   I believe he is an historical figure whether he is the Son of God or 
not, I don’t really know.  But he certainly had important teachings applicable to everyone.   

 

If you could have a thirty minute conversation with someone from history, who would it be?   Ben 
Franklin or Thomas Jefferson would be high on my list.   



 

The motto of our Teens for Liberty Club is “Do Hard Things”.  What was the 
first hard thing that you remember doing?  Going to work in my teens and hav-
ing the responsibility of showing up on time- being responsible for doing the job 
correctly.  That was probably the first ―hard thing‖- having a level of responsibility 
put on your shoulders.  I have done it many times ever since.  

 

What concerns do you have for my generation?  Obviously, my concern is mak-
ing sure that our country is as strong as it can be economically- that means dealing 
with the deficits, dealing with our government spending, making sure you have the 

same type of opportunity that I had.  An opportunity to go to school, go to college and get student loans.  
You shouldn’t be denied an opportunity to simple because of where you sit on the economic scale.  

 

What encourages you about my generation?  Ingenuity.  With the continuing advancements in tech-
nology, what your generation is able to do in the technology end and where that has taken you in terms 
of broadening your horizons.  When I grew up, you had the newspaper, 3 networks channels and a Pub-
lic Broadcast Channel on tv.  We didn’t have the internet.  If I wanted to see what Mt. Kilamagara looked 
like, I had to look it up in a book.  You’ve got the ability to go on the internet and see a video of it and 
see other pictures of it.  And that is just one small example.  I think your generation has an exposure to 
this entire world that mine didn’t have an exposure to and figurative that mine didn’t.   I think that’s noth-
ing but an opportunity for your generation to be able to grow and understand different cultures and un-
derstanding diversity. 

 

How important is character in an individual?   I think it’s one of the most important things because 
your character is what should lead you in how you conduct your daily life.  Your character is also what 
others see of you.  Not an outer presence, but your character is your inner presence in how you carry 
yourself.   It’s what people think of you.  Not just how they see you. 
 

What character trait do you think is lacking the most in our society?  I may be a little tainted in my 
observations because I am involved in the political process, but I think one of the character traits that all 
of us need to do is be in a position to listen to others’ points of view, to be able to discuss other points of 
view and exchange ideas.  Not just listen, to make sure you’re also giving your ideas so there is a shar-
ing of ideas.  And have an open mind.  Know that no one has all the answers.  So collectively, we have 
to find the right answer. 
 

What has been most influential in shaping your worldview?  When I think of influence, I always go 
back to my parents.  I grew up in a working class family.  I know they sacrificed so I could have more of 
an opportunity.  I was the first of my family to get to go to college.  I went to college away, so I was away 
from home by myself in the big city of Chicago.  I think just that opportunity to go other places, to see 
other people and to see how different cultures and how they worked was probably the biggest influence.  
All of that to me goes back to my parents who were able to work to give me that opportunity.  

 

Who do you say Jesus Christ is?  To me, that is a very internal and personal relationship that I have.  
I think all of us as Christians can look at him differently and can describe him in different ways.  Some of 
us describe him as our personal savior.  Some of us describe him as a teacher.  I can I would say, more 
than anything else, he is a teacher.  That’s why he was put on this earth to teach us a certain way to live 
amongst everyone else.  I think as long as we live to do our best to live up to those teachings, we will be 
a better person and those around us will have more exposure to and will be better people.  

 

When was the first time Christ became real and personal to you?  (I did not ask this question due to 
his response to the previous question.) 

 

If you could have a thirty minute conversation with someone from history, who would it be?  I 

always go back to Abraham Lincoln.  I think about where he grew up, what he was able to become- the 

fact that he was a small town lawyer like I am, the fact that he was placed as leader of the most impor-

tant nation on earth, the time that he was involved.  You know, we think today politics is nasty when you 

look back at that time, it was rough and tumble then, too.  Just to hear from him and how he dealt with 

that and how he approached it.  I think that would be an interesting conversation. 

Trent VanHaaftan     Democrat, U.S. Congress, 8th District  



The motto of our Teens for Liberty Club is “Do Hard Things”.  What was the first 
hard thing that you remember doing?     There’s been so many things.  I don’t know 
where to start.  I was in law enforcement for 14 years.  I worked narcotics.  I was a 
marshal.  I was a county sheriff.  Then I was a private investigator.  Then I ran a multi-
jurisdictional drug task force for the federal government.  There’s a lot of different 
things.  In the political realm, in Indiana you can only do 2 terms as sheriff, just 2 four 
year terms.  You either get out of office or run for another office.  I was intending to 

running for county commissioner after I got out of the sheriff’s office.  I was at a sheriff’s merit board 
meeting at the end of my tenure there and there was a newspaper there that our state senator at the 
time who was a Democrat was running unopposed.  I didn’t know the guy.  I hadn’t even heard of him.  I 
wasn’t interested in state or federal politics back then.  Jokingly, one of the guys asked me what I was 
going to do after I got out of the sheriff’s office.  I said, ―Well, I’m going to run against Moore here.  He’s 
running unopposed again.  We need somebody Republican to run against him.‖  The lawyer that was in 
there, he came out of his seat 3 feet and said, ―You can’t do that!  You have no name recognition out in 
the state.  You don’t have money to get into a state race like that.‖  By the time we got done with argu-
ing.  That was a challenge of itself.  We started working on that.  That was a large hill to overcome- get-
ting your name out in all these other counties.  It was definitely one of the hard things.  We went door to 
door twice over.  We wore out two pair of shoes that year just talking to a lot of people.  We won by like 
520 votes that first time.  It paid off.  Running in a district like that where there is a hundred thousand 
some people you are trying to pull votes out. 

 

What concerns do you have for my generation?    The tax burden that President Obama is placing 
on you with the stimulus packages and the money being printed and borrowing.  Trying to cut the debt 
you guys will inherit from this wreck less administration. 

 

What encourages you about my generation?     It’s high tech.  I own and operate a corporation called 
Indiana Business Development and Research Corporation.  I am not very good at computers.  The 
younger kids have no fear at all about the high tech computer industry.  As a matter of fact, I’ve got 
some girls about her age (pointing to a 9 year old) that can do more than I can do.  That’s real encourag-
ing because we have a lot of young entrepreneurs coming up.  They’re not scared.  My generation you 
had a lot more fear of losing, coming up with new ideas in technology and going out and pursuing that.  
This younger generation is coming forward  a lot faster.  They don’t have that fear of losing.  They’re 
coming out as the third generation. 

 

How important is character in an individual?     Extremely important.  In politics, the only thing you 
have out there is your word.  Once you get caught lying, your character is gone.  Your trust is gone.  At 
that point, one of the candidates right now in one of the House races had told one county that he sup-
ported a tax, he went to another county and said he wasn’t going to support any new taxes at all.  Well 
there was one reporter at both counties and caught him doing that.  His whole campaign is shot now.  
Because he got all crossed up in these other counties and promised that he would support one tax and 
then in the other county, he was in a conservative county, and he said he wouldn’t support any taxes.  
He’s like a rock right now.  His whole chances are gone right now.  They caught him in a lie.  

 

What character trait do you think is lacking the most in our society?   The morals that the country 
was founded on that’s one thing.  I speak at a lot of churches.  Very few have young people in them.  
Most of them are people 40 and over.  I think that’s one of the things with single families.  We have al-
most 50% single families generation coming out here now.  A lot of young people don’t go to church.  
The mother is fighting to keep things going in the household.  She doesn’t have time and she’s wore out 
on the weekends.  A lot of the fathers are not participating with the kids.  We have a lot not paying sup-
port and that sort of thing, too. 

 

What has been most influential in shaping your worldview?   I do a lot of work with the Taiwanese.  

A lot of people don’t understand the growth in China.  About 70% of the growth in China are Taiwanese 

and American investors and entrepreneurs that go to China.  I’ve been involved with them since 1999 

working with agriculture trade in Indiana working with $150 million a year in trade with Indiana.  In the 

last year and a half, about three manufacturing plants here in Indiana.  They’re spending hundreds of  
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millions of dollars back in our state.  Getting to know their cultures over there.  Surprisingly, in Taiwan, I 
thought it might be Buddhists, but there are a lot of Christians over there.   When I was a major speaker 
for the American Taiwanese Business Association in Chicago, the first skits and everything that opened 
the show up, the kids in Sunday School were doing skits like that.  They are very dedicated families.  

 

Who do you say Jesus Christ is?    The Son of God. 

 

When was the first time Christ became real and personal to you?    I was raised in an Independent 
Baptist Church.  My mother and dad both, we went to church every Sunday and Wednesday.  I was 
saved early and baptized when I was about 9 or 10 years old.  Later on in life, when you get your own 
kids, you strengthen your relationship with Christ.  You get your kids involved in that.  

 

If you could have a thirty minute conversation with someone from history, who would it be?    

Abraham Lincoln.   

 

The motto of our Teens for Liberty Club is “Do Hard Things”.  What was the 
first hard thing that you remember doing?  Basically, are you saying like riding a 
bicycle?  The first hard thing I remember doing at the age of 4 was riding a bicycle.  
I think, as a more mature adult, some years of schooling might be more challenging 
than others or certain subjects may be more challenging. 

 

What concerns do you have for my generation?  As a school teacher, I think 
some of the classes that we are doing away with are shortchanging your genera-
tion, when you become an adult, I worry that you may not be ready to enter the job 

market in the career world.  I just feel that sometimes cutting educational programs to young adults is 
kind of cheating them out of a good education in college and job preparation.  

 

What encourages you about my generation?   I think a vast willingness to learn and a very good 
command of higher technologies and electronic media, the technology of the day for youth to learn from. 

 

What has been most influential in shaping your worldview?  When I was in junior high, I had the 
opportunity to go to Europe and seeing how countries over there were different from the U. S. of A.   
That gave me more appreciation for my home country.  It helped me to understand the  importance of 
America and how we can help other countries become more independent. 

 

How important is character in an individual?   Character to an individual is very important. 

 

What character trait do you think is lacking the most in our society?  I feel that in some genera-
tions, including mine, that the trait of being a hard and prudent worker is lacking.  So, I would say the 
desire to be a hard worker is sometimes lacking. 

 

Who do you say Jesus Christ is?  Jesus Christ is God’s Son and the Savior. 

 

When was the first time Christ became real and personal to you?  I think maybe confirmation would 
be a pretty monumental time for that.  There’s various times, but I would say confirmation, if not the first, 
the largest or most influential. 

 

If you could have a thirty minute conversation with someone from history, who would it be?  I 

would probably…. this is a human you are talking about…I think just off the top of my head, Leonardo 

Divinci.  He was a very intelligent person with a lot of diverse ideas.  I think he had a good grasp and 

curiosity of how things worked and how things worked physically and the law of physics.  His under-

standing of the solar system and just constant curiosity of how things worked.  I think it goes right down 

to physics. 
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The motto of our Teens for Liberty Club is “Do Hard Things”.  
What was the first hard thing that you remember doing?     
Probably, the first hard thing I had to do was put up hay at a very 
young age.  It was small round bales.  I know you don’t know what 
that is, but they were small round bales.  I was probably 11 years 
old at the time.  They were kind of heavy and they scratched my 
inner arms.  That was probably something that was very hard.  I got 
through it and it turned out well. 

 

What concerns do you have for my generation?    My greatest 
concern for your generation is the national debt that has been added in the last few years.  It has really 
escalated greatly in the last two years because there’s so many thousands of dollars that every Ameri-
can is in debt.  That includes even 8 month old babies.  It’s very sad.  I think the saddest thing about it is 
that many people don’t get it.  They don’t understand that.  It’s just a matter of time.  We just can’t have 
this economic engine go without running out of gas, so to speak, in the very near future.  

 

What encourages you about my generation?     What encourages me about your generation is that 
there’s a lot of young people out there that are working hard to help out whether it’s in the political arena 
for candidates that really understand the true meaning of life.  What the true meaning of joy and happi-
ness is.  That goes back to our Christian faith.  When you have the faith and you have the energy that 
young people have today, there is still a lot of potential today that kids can look forward to and be the 
very best that they can be. 

 

How important is character in an individual?      I think it’s very, very important to have character- to 
have integrity in a person’s heart.  When I think of character, I think of integrity.  That’s something that 
you don’t just say, ―Next week, I’m going to get some character in my life.  I’m going to get some integ-
rity.‖  That just doesn’t happen overnight.  It happens over time.  Character is about the highs and lows 
in your life- that builds character.  Experiences in those low times and how they handle those situations 
builds character, determination and a lot of different things for them to compete in the global world.  

 

What character trait do you think is lacking the most in our society?    I think the character trait that 
is lacking most is that there’s no honesty, there’s no trustworthiness, it seems like.  It’s tough to trust 
people.  They talk about ―the truth will set you free‖, it says in the Bible and people talk about that.  
That’s still so true.  Basically, you have to understand you have to trust God and not man.  It’s unfortu-
nate to say that, but there’s lots of people out there that you simply can’t trust.  That’s what I have basi-
cally learned on the political side of things.  A lot of people that you thought you could trust, you truly 
can’t.  That’s sad, but that’s the secular world we live in, basically.  When you look at it that way, we 
shouldn’t be shocked with how things are.  It goes back to having faith in God, keeping on your knees 
and praying, and really understanding the true meaning of peace and happiness.  

 

What has been most influential in shaping your worldview?     (laughing) I would say Fox News 
Channel.  I think as far as reading the Bible and you look at things like what happened over 2,000 years 
ago, those same things happen today.  That’s what I am just in awe of.  Sometimes we think, ―Oh, gosh.  
I can’t believe this is happening to me.‖  Well, it happened to people hundreds and thousands of years 
ago.  They probably said the same thing.  They had to walk.   We get to get into air-conditioned cars and 
drive.  Realizing that we are not alone.  We all stumble and fall.  We have to get back up and compete 
and be the best that we can be. 

 

Who do you say Jesus Christ is?    Jesus Christ, the Son of God, He died on the cross for me and 
others.  He shed his blood to cover up my sins.  He is my Strength.  I don’t know how people can com-
pete in society today and be able to live in society today without understanding the true meaning of life.  
It’s very important that people trust in the Lord first and foremost.  Then he and she will be able to sur-
vive this mean world that we live in. 
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When was the first time Christ became real and personal to you?    I would say probably at the age 
of 14.  When I was 14 and 15 years old, I was a freshman in high school.  I was playing basketball.  
Every night before I went to bed, I prayed about God helping me to be able to compete on the team and 
to help our team and win the sectional down at Clay City.  I was a freshman at the time.  I prayed that 
prayer every night, not that I would make the last second shot, but that I would be able to contribute to 
the team.  What happened on that one night, I played on the varsity team, as it turned out, I hit the last 
second shot and we won the game.  As I went to bed that night, right then is when it hit me, ―God an-
swers prayers.‖  It didn’t hit me after I hit the shot.  I was happy and all that, but when I went to bed and I 
prayed that night, I broke down and cried because right then I realized that Christ made that shot on my 
behalf to see how real and alive that He is.  That really touched me since I was a teenager.  I was a 
young boy, if you will.  That really stays with me to this day.  

 

If you could have a thirty minute conversation with someone from history, who would it be?     I 

would probably say Jesus.  How he suffered, what emotions that he went through.  Even though he wept 

and he was disappointed, he knew what the big picture was.  When we watched the ―Passion of the 

Christ‖ a few years ago, that’s something I still remember.  I have a sore leg right now, a little arthritis, I 

think sometimes, ―Aw, that’s so painful.‖  That’s nothing compared to what he did.  He suffered and shed 

his blood for you and me and for others to be here tonight.  It would be Jesus Christ. 

 

The motto of our Teens for Liberty Club is “Do Hard Things”.  What was 
the first hard thing that you remember doing?    The very first hard thing I 
remember doing was probably when I got a job before I turned 13.  So the hard-
est thing was probably giving up my adolescence and going to work.  I went to 
work at a Dairy Queen three months before I turned 13.  That meant giving up 
weekends and play time, but I knew that was the only way I was going to get 
orthodontia.  I paid for my own braces.  I knew that was the only way that I was 
going to be able to go to college, because I knew my parents couldn’t afford it.  
So, I gave up my teenage years. 

 

What concerns do you have for my generation?   I’m concerned about the cuts in public education, 
funding for schools and post-secondary education.  I’m concerned about jobs that will be here when you 
get out of school. 

 

What encourages you about my generation?    I’m encouraged that you ask questions and that you 
seek out answers.  I have a daughter who is 17 who is very involved.  She actually started a club in her 
school for opposing genocide.  I like it that there’s more initiative to step up and do it.  It’s not like when I 
was a youth, lots of times, people didn’t get involved.  Now people your age create it.   Rather than when 
I was young there was Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts and things that were already in place to join, but I 
think your generation is creating things because they see the need.  

 

How important is character in an individual?     You know we are what people see and it’s extremely 
important that we present ourselves very positive.  It’s our make-up and it’s extremely important that we 
portray that positive side.  So people can see that it’s not as ugly of a world as people want us to be-
lieve.  It’s not as sad of a world and there’s a lot of positive things out there.  

 

What character trait do you think is lacking the most in our society?    Passion for their fellow man. 

 

What has been most influential in shaping your worldview?    Other great leaders.  Other strong 
women.  People who have been my mentors, like my college professor.  People who have blazed the 
trail before me.  I am blazing a trail for you and other women.  It’s a pyramid.  Eleanor Roosevelt.  Ms. 
Perkins, the first Secretary of Labor.  There’s so many things to build upon.  So those of us who have 
gone before us. 

 

Who do you say Jesus Christ is?    He’s my Lord and Savior. 
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When was the first time Christ became real and personal to you?    Oh, my!  Wow!  I’m 53 years 
old.  When He became real and personal to me?  I think He’s always been in my life.  My family was not 
a church going family, but I dated a young man in high school who was.  I always attended Vacation Bi-
ble School as a youth.  I was baptized when I was 17, 18 years old.  Actually, that was from being off to 
college and being involved in a church there and meeting my husband, my future husband.  Probably, 
way back to when I was 17 years old. 

 

If you could have a thirty minute conversation with someone from history, who would it be?    

Well, there’s a ton of them.  I can go from Biblical times to Eve and why did she bite the apple to Jesus 

to Noah to Abraham Lincoln to JFK, Robert Kennedy, Eleanor Roosevelt.  I mean, I want to talk to them 

all.   

The motto of our Teens for Liberty Club is “Do Hard Things”.  What 
was the first hard thing that you remember doing?     I remember the 
hard thing I did one time, I had a dog that had been very loyal to me.  I 
wanted a hunting knife.  A farmer said he would give me money for the 
dog so I could go buy the hunting knife.  I did that.  Then, it hurt me so bad 
about it, I went and took the money back and talked to the farmer and got 
my dog back.  As far as a really, really significant thing was being there 

when my grandpa passed away.  I loved my grandpa.  My grandpa and I were very close.  That was 
hard. 

 

What concerns do you have for my generation?    Right now, the most pressing seems to be what 
we may be doing to your debt service load in the future.  I’m really concerned about that.  I hope that we 
can do something to correct that before you have to take it all over. 

 

What encourages you about my generation?     Our young people like you.  I’m encouraged to see 
young people like you.  Some of the folks we have on our team are very dedicated and what to learn 
about this process.  I am encouraged about that. 

 

How important is character in an individual?  I think character is extremely important.  I think integrity 
is extremely important.  I think you have to live up to the obligations or otherwise if you don’t live up to 
those obligations, there’s not much to live for. 

 

What character trait do you think is lacking the most in our society?   I think integrity.  I probably 
ought to look up the definition of that word, for sure, because I go back to the old western way of life 
where a handshake & your word meant something & you lived by that code and that honor.  Integrity.  

 

What has been most influential in shaping your worldview?   I think all of my life experiences have 
shaped my worldview.  I know my military experience certainly gave me a perspective that I had not had 
before.  It gave me a tremendous appreciation for the freedoms we have and for the life-style that we 
have.  I think all my experiences shape my life.  Some more than others- Vietnam, the college experi-
ence and the farm background- those three had a tremendous influence on my life. 

 

Who do you say Jesus Christ is?   Son of God who died for all our sins. 

 

When was the first time Christ became real and personal to you?   I think the most critical time was 
the Vietnam experience.  I think there was a Divine intervention when I was in that ambush.  I think I 
could have died.  I thank God for that. 

 

If you could have a thirty minute conversation with someone from history, who would it be?    

Ronald Reagan because I think he could handle some of the questions I am having right now.  The 

other one is John Wayne.  Not so much John Wayne, but that era, that part of our country.  If you signed 

on with a cattle drive, you stayed with it.  I don’t care how bad it got, that was the deal.  The cowboy 

code was ―If it’s not true, don’t say it.‖  It’s really an excerpt from the Bible in a way, but it’s in cowboy 

code.  If it’s not true don’t say it.  If it’s not yours don’t take it and a few things like that. 
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The motto of our Teens for Liberty Club is “Do Hard Things”.  What 
was the first hard thing that you remember doing?     My first elected 
office was really hard because I didn’t understand- I took on a position, but 
I didn’t know a lot about it.  The hardest part about it was on the job training 
and trying to quickly get myself up to speed so I was providing service to 
the people coming into my office while I was county clerk.  I thought I could 
do anything when I was running for office.  Then I got in there and I 
thought, ―Oh, I don’t know what I’m doing.‖  I had to think quick, I had to 
work quick and I had to work long hours.  It was really hard.  I remember 
praying many times, ―Dear Lord, if you only help me get through this.  I’ll do 
this to myself again.‖  To have a lot of knowledge, to walk into something 
without a lot of knowledge on how to do it or what to expect was probably 
the biggest challenge to me.  It taught me something.  Hard work and per-

severance pays off.  But you have to be willing to work hard. 

 

What concerns do you have for my generation?    I have concerns about job opportunities.  I really 
do, because I am not sure what is going to evolve.  The number of job opportunities you’re going to 
need, because of the boomers, like me, I’m on the tail end of the boomers and I’m 50 years old.  I am 
planning to work until I’m 70, because I feel like I have to.  Where does that make room for you?  So, the 
need to develop more jobs in this country that you and I can both equally make a good living and have a 
job to support ourselves. 

 

What encourages you about my generation?     Your energy that you all have and your fascination 
with technology and the evolution of technology and where it’s going to take us.  It is so encouraging to 
me because you all are going to be operating in a whole new age and you’re ready for it.  I’m scared of 
it, but you’re ready for it.  You have no fear when it comes to using equipment and computers and all the 
high speed technological things.  You’re so adapted to it which I think is very difficult for us.  What ex-
cited me is where we are going to go because of you. 

 

How important is character in an individual?   Absolutely everything.  Your integrity and your charac-
ter establishes everything about you.  It’s what leads you down the road.  It helps you make decisions.  
It’s what sets you apart from everybody else, because if you don’t have good character, what do you 
have?  Character in my opinion is about respect.  It’s about honor.  It’s about integrity.  

 

What character trait do you think is lacking the most in our society?   Tolerance.  Tolerance for 
others and patience. 

 

What has been most influential in shaping your worldview?   Probably what opened my eyes to the 
world was my travel to Japan.  When you don’t have the opportunity to get out and travel and see the 
states, the world and to realize we are really a small world.  I visited maybe 5 states by the time I was a 
senior in high school.  No big deal, right?  I didn’t go to Japan until I was 43, or 44.  It just really opened 
my eyes to the sophistication of other countries, because I was kind of holding them back in my mind.  I 
realized that we are a global economy.  So traveling to another country.  

 

Who do you say Jesus Christ is?   He is my Lord and Savior. 

 

When was the first time Christ became real and personal to you?   I don’t have the greatest mem-
ory, so I don’t remember by youth as well, but when I lost my twins.  The devastation that I had- they 
were pre-mature.  I realized that I could not go through that tragedy without Him. 

 

If you could have a thirty minute conversation with someone from history, who would it be?    It 
would be former President, John F. Kennedy. 
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The motto of our Teens for Liberty Club is “Do Hard Things”.  
What was the first hard thing that you remember doing?     My 
dad and I used to talk walks, I grew up in Pennsylvania before we 
moved here, he used to take me up into the woods.  He wanted to 
show me how to hunt and gain an appreciation of the woods.  You 
had to go up a hill to get into the woods.  We lived in a little subdivi-
sion.  The climb, at the time, seemed like Mount Everest.  It was just 
so huge.  By the time we got up the hill and started walking in the 
woods, it was a lot for a little kid.  I can remember thinking that was 

something really tough, just getting to the top of that hill.  We would walk around and he would show me 
the difference between a beech tree and an elm tree, a sycamore and this and that.  That’s the stuff that 
I use today.  When we go hunting today, he’ll say, ―Go down that valley and come back up to a stand of 
beech trees and I’ll meet you there.  What does a beech tree look like?  ―Oh, yeah.‖  It goes back to that.  

 

What concerns do you have for my generation?    I’m concerned that we are not leaving it for you as 
good for you as what it was left for us.  I think every generation in America has been special in the fact 
that it has left everything better for the next.  It concerns me that we’re not doing that.  We have built up 
so much debt we are in.  You realize it, but most of your friends don’t have a clue- what a hole we have 
put you in.  It seems like the moral values of our society have been deteriorating at a rapid pace.  That 
concerns me.  Some of the things people pull up on the internet if they wanted to is despicable- not even 
if they wanted to, sometimes by accident.  There are such more challenges.  Even me, I’m only 5 or 10 
years older than you, I didn’t have when I was growing up.  There’s a lot of concerns.  

 

What encourages you about my generation?    Girls like you.  I know for a fact that we have a lot of 
kids out there that are being raised right.  A lot of times, the loud minority gets the coverage, I know that 
there are a deep core of families out there.  That’s something that I’ve really gotten to see doing this and 
going door to door and meeting people who just work this campaign.  The fact that there really are a lot 
of good ones still out there.  Even working at Rose-Hulman I see a new batch of kids come in every year 
that are extremely smart and working hard.  I think the work ethic is there.  We just have to make sure 
we appreciate the ones that are and encourage the ones that are right there and reach over the line and 
encourage them. 

 

How important is character in an individual?     It’s one of the most important things that an individual 
can have is a solid character.  I think a lot of things go into a person’s character, their morals, their val-
ues and ethics, whether their truthful, hard working.  All that builds somebody’s character.  I think you 
are slightly born with it, but you also learn it from your folks.  If your parents don’t work hard, you’re not 
going to grow up to work hard, probably.  I am sure there are kids who get over that hurdle, but it’s tough 
when you grow up in a house where mom and dad don’t work.  They just sit on the couch and watch TV.  
I doubt that at age 16 you’re going to say, ―Mom and Dad, I’m going out to work.‖  You’re going to do the 
same thing.  You learn from your parents.  I think it’s something that you have to work on every day to 
make sure that you’re living right and being true to who you are.  

 

What character trait do you think is lacking the most in our society?    Truthfulness.  I can go back 
to two presidents ago lying to the American people about his relationship with an intern.  I can go back 
to that and there’s so many examples of high profile people that if you say it enough, it’s true, but it’s not.  
Unfortunately, there’s a lot of people who give half truths- which are whole lies, right? 

 

What has been most influential in shaping your worldview?    Getting out of college and working 
and seeing a good chunk of America here in a bunch of situations with different people.  Getting out into 
the ―real world‖.  Seeing how different communities work.  Seeing how different people go about different 
problems.  Flint, Michigan, when I was up there before I came down here, that was a community that 
lost 40,000 jobs in a 10 year span.  It’s not a huge million person population city, it’s a couple hundred 
thousand.  They lost 40,000 jobs.  When you see that, that really shapes that community.  It was going 
downhill to say the least and who wouldn’t?  I got to see that.  I got to see communities thrive when I 
was in college at Pittsburgh.  You could see the difference in character, attitudes of the people- both cit-
ies, the high and the low.  All that shapes how you see different things.  My folks, obviously had a big  
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part of it, too.  They are your first window to how you relate to the world.  They kind of frame that for you.  
You see the world in the frame that they put it.  We’ve had good parents, or windows, to look out of.  I 
would say being on my own and seeing the world for myself and my parents.  

 

Who do you say Jesus Christ is?    My Lord and Savior.  That’s the easiest way to answer. 

 

When was the first time Christ became real and personal to you?    When my mother died when I 
was 18.  That was a time that I really questioned Him, how He worked and why.  It was tough for me to 
come to grips with that.  She was a great woman.  In my eyes, at that time, she deserved better than 
that.  She didn’t deserve to get cancer.  She didn’t deserve to die.  It took me a while to get my relation-
ship back up, but I did.  I understand now why, but without a doubt, it was tough.  

 

If you could have a thirty minute conversation with someone from history, who would it be?    My 

grandfather.  I never got to meet him.  My dad tells me stories about him all the time.  He just sounds 

like the most absolutely interesting person I never meant.  He  worked out in the oil fields in northwest 

Pennsylvania.  Those are the same wells that Colonel Drake, the first man to drill oil in America, those 

same wells, where my family really worked for decades.  He was a great outdoorsman.  He was a great 

family man.  One of the hardest workers you would ever want to meet.  That’s where my dad gets it.  So, 

I just wish that I had got to meet him.  He just sounds like such a neat individual.  He did a heck of a job 

raising his son, my dad.  My dad is a great man. 

 

Repeated attempts to reach Mr. Kersey failed.  No interview was done. 

 

The motto of our Teens for Liberty Club is “Do Hard Things”.  What was the first 
hard thing that you remember doing?     Being in swing choir.  In high school, I really 
enjoyed singing and being part of a group that shared those same interests.  Young people 
in high school, sometimes are a little judgmental.  If you’re not an athlete or a band mem-
ber at Northview, it was very difficult to stay motivated in swing choir.  It was not the popu-
lar, ―in‖ thing to do, but because I felt so strongly about it, I participated in all four years.  

 

What concerns do you have for my generation?    One of the concerns that I have is the drug epi-
demic.  We have a lot of young people that resort to the use of drugs to either escape from their lives, or 
avoid reality and to take the easy way out.  At an early age, some individuals are making decisions that 
are affecting their futures.  Maybe it’s affecting their health because the drugs are taking their toll on 
them.  Maybe it’s a criminal history because their behavior is getting them into trouble.  Either way, be-
ing involved in drugs has consequences that they don’t foresee.  I also think that some of our younger 
generation looks at the system as if that the system owes them something.  They don’t necessarily have 
to devote their energy and their effort to be a productive part of society.  That society or the system or 
whatever is responsible to take care of them.  I think that’s a dangerous thing to have happen.  

 

What encourages you about my generation?     There is so much potential if young people want to 

grasp it.  Just today we were at Clay City High School.  A young lady had decided that domestic vio-

lence was an issue that she thought young people should be informed about.  By herself, she put to-

gether a whole convocation for the jr. and sr. high- finding the guest speaking, getting the media there.  I 

think when somebody maturing into adulthood sees a problem and recognizes that there are resources  

Lee Reberger     Republican, Clay County Prosecutor 

Clyde Kersey         Democrat, Indiana House, District 43 



       Continued, Lee Reberger 
resources out there and is willing to go after it- that’s a great thing.  I would just say that there’s so much 
potential if young people will take it. 

 

How important is character in an individual?     Character is the cornerstone.  It’s the foundation.  
Character is what guides the behavior that a person makes, the decisions a person makes.  How they 
treat themselves.  How they treat others.  Basically, character is how you maintain yourself in public and 
in private.  I think it is one of the most important things just because of that- it guides your behavior.  I 
think too often we don’t fall back on the age old ―Do unto others as you would have others do unto you.‖  
Which I think is a shame.  If we did that to each other, what would life be like? 

 

What character trait do you think is lacking the most in our society?  

 

What has been most influential in shaping your worldview?    I had a professor at Indiana State Uni-
versity in political science.  His name was Robert Puckett.  I had a history professor at Indiana State Uni-
versity.  Her name was Antoinette Burger.  Those two individuals in their respective areas of expertise 
pushed me to read more, to think more, to question more.  Often times, one would give me this point to 
think about and then I would go to the other professor and say, ―Here is my point.‖  I would argue with 
them to develop my response and then go back to the first professor.  In doing that, just as I said, forced 
me to get outside of the Clay County mentality.  Get outside of the small town life.  Get outside of my 
four walls that was Northview High School and to realize that there is a world out there.  There was a 
history out there.  These other cultures came to be where they were because of its history.  It was impor-
tant to know and important to understand just as it is important to know our history to know where we 
are today.  So, we should study their’s.  It would be those two professors who pushed me every day.  

 

Who do you say Jesus Christ is?    My Lord and Savior. 

 

When was the first time Christ became real and personal to you?    I lost a very close family mem-
ber, my grandmother, November 1, 1985.  I was very close to my grandmother.  I really couldn’t figure 
out why God would take my grandmother from me.  Why would He do that?  Someone who was so im-
portant to me.  Someone that I counted on.  Someone that nutured me.  And He them away when I 
thought it was too early.  It really caused to question and wonder about my faith.  I talked to my pastor at 
the time.  I studied scripture a lot more.  I came to realize that she was not mine to take.  She was God’s 
to bring home.  That really helped me to develop and appreciate God’s will and what my faith in that will 
should be.  To help me understand that in the tough times, that He was there.  

 

If you could have a thirty minute conversation with someone from history, who would it be?    I 
always thought it would be a kick to talk to Teddy Roosevelt.  One of my thesis papers for a small class, 
it only had to be 10 pages long, was on a great figure in American History.  The professor assigned who 
you got.  You didn’t get to pick who you wanted.  I was assigned Teddy Roosevelt.  I thought, ―I don’t 
know anything about Teddy Roosevelt.‖  That’s not somebody I would have picked.  That’s not some-
body I was interested in.  Once I got into understanding his military history- the Rough Riders, storming 
San Juan Hill, his presidency, some of the issues he struggled with while he was president.  The way he 
tried to be a good former president when he was out of office even to the point that he thought he should 
run again later on.  In that time period, Teddy was prominent in world politics- 1890s through early 
1900s.  That time period when so many scientific and industrial things were happening in the United 
States, he was right in the middle of it.  He would be really interesting to talk to.  I had to try because I 
had that paper to do. 



 

The motto of our Teens for Liberty Club is “Do Hard Things”.  What was 
the first hard thing that you remember doing?     I have learned that any-
thing worth doing is hard.  Doing the right thing is almost always doing the hard 
thing.  The only way to ever truly have self-esteem is to set out to do some-
thing very difficult and do it. 

 

What concerns do you have for my generation?    Every generation thinks that they’re in the worst of 
times, but I’m kind of a history buff and certainly things have been bad before and God knows we are 
not suffering from plagues, pestilence or internal warfare, but we have truly forsaken our moral com-
pass.  All great societies fail ultimately from within.  You can look at the Roman Empire or the Greek 
Empire which were the first democracies.  When they realized they could vote themselves treasure or 
money from the treasury that their empire collapsed.  When the Roman Empire lost its moral direction, 
when it abandoned Stasis, which is shockingly close to Christianity, it collapsed, decayed from within.  
The British Empire decayed from within.  They simply gave up their empire because it wasn’t worth the 
blood and the treasury anymore.  Here we are in the same crossroads where you have a very sizable 
portion of the population who would just rather go on experiencing as much pleasure as they can con-
fusing pleasure with happiness, contentment and fulfillment and not valuing the work and the product of 
work and those fundamental things like rearing children, building a society, building all the things around 
us, shaping the earth, as God gave us dominion over it- good stewards, not wanton abusers.  That 
seems to be going away.  It’s being lost for hedonism.  The most primitive civilizations do not engage in 
the hedonistic things we do here.  It keeps growing worse with every generation.  That is my concern for 
the coming generation. 

 

What encourages you about my generation?     I have to say I am very inspired by your group, Teens 
for Liberty.  I really knew virtually nothing about them before being solicited for this debate.  My wife 
checked out the group a little bit and told me what little she had learned.  I honestly didn’t know what to 
expect except for I understand that you are basically a Christian group, that you subscribe to traditional 
conservative values, which all in my mindset speak highly.  Looking at what you guys put forward to-
night, just is overwhelming and I guess that’s one of the first things that occurs to me as being a source 
of encouragement for this generation.  I do also have a fundamental faith in the dignity of humanity even 
though we have a fallen nature, we do have a human nature that is given to us in the image of God.  
Although evil does triumph when good people do nothing, people are inherently tolerant and prone to 
tolerate too much.  History shows that again and again and again, that good prevails.  Unfortunately, it 
may be decades or centuries between times, but does prevail.  So you have a generation, I look at the 
advancement of technology that we have experienced.  For example, in ancient times, development was 
very slow.  Now, monumental developments happen several times a year at this rate.  I look at this like 
the difference between the first super computers and the computing power of network PCs.  Networking 
PCs had virtually infinitely more computing power than the most powerful government computers there 
are.  So as the population of society grows the bell curve also grows with it so the potential grows.  I am 
not afraid of the Population Bomb a book printed in the 60s, ―Oh, my God, the earth’s population is going 
to exceed 500 million and we’re all going to starve to death and die!‖  As the population grows, the com-
puting power, if you will, of our human intellect will grow with it.  That growth exceeds our needs just as 
continually adding PCs adds to the power of a super computer. 

 

 How important is character in an individual?  It’s the only thing that’s important to an individual.  You 

can sell it at any price and never buy it back.  I like to give analogies to illustrate points.  I have a lot of 

hobbies and history is one of them.  Geology and gemology are other of my hobbies.  You look at things 

like beautiful jewelry in a jewelry store.  Think of how that happened.  Here’s this wiring vein of coal nes-

tled in crystal and rock that lies thousands of feet below the earth probably quite comfortable where it is.  

Yet here we come, we dig it out, we throw it into the furnace, to liquefy it.  It has to be heated to 1,200 

degrees.  Then we pour it into ingots and we liquefy it again to purify it and recast it.  Then we liquefy it 

again and pour it into a mold.  Once we do that, we cut it with sometimes a saw.  We file it, we polish it, 

we shape it, we heat it, we had a little souder here.  We take gem stones and do the same thing.  We  
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break off pieces and polish pieces.  As the human spirit goes through this evolution, which is a very 
painful process, at the end, look at the beauty that has been wrought.  That beautiful diamond ring or 
necklace or what have you, when the human soul goes through the same process you go from that 
formless potential into that beauty that is ultimately wrought at the hand of the Creator.  That process is 
inherently painful.  Inherently takes longer than we wish.  There’s so many lessons in life.  That’s how 
you achieve that integrity and those kinds of things. 

 

What character trait do you think is lacking the most in our society?   There are a number of them.  
Probably the foremost, I must confess this is one I struggle with, is patience.  Everything has to be done 
right now and life just doesn’t work that way.  Somethings need to be resolved generationally.  Some 
things need to be thought about for years.  Sometimes you have to have failure after failure after failure 
after failure after failure before success.  With patience, of course, comes fortitude, stick-to-ativeness.  If 
you believe something is worth doing, you stick with it and keep working on it.  You keep working on it 
and you keep working on it.  You should never abandon your project unless you find a better way or 
something more worthwhile to pursue, which does happen.  It doesn’t mean that your initial project was-
n’t worth pursuing, but you found something more worthwhile.  Sometimes you would have never have 
found the more worthwhile without having spent tremendous effort on the original project.  I guess in 
sum, it’s first patience and then with it fortitude.  Beyond that, moral integrity which is kind of corner-
stone.  If you don’t have moral integrity it’s hard to have patience to delay moral gratifications, stick-to-
ativeness and all these things.  So, I guess, ultimately, there need to be a sense of Godliness and moral 
integrity.  Those other things like patience and fortitude and whatever kind you can go from that. 

 

What has been most influential in shaping your worldview?  I can’t say there’s any one thing in par-
ticular.  Being a person who has had congenially bad knees, I had 3 major surgeries on my left knee 
between the ages of 18 and 21.  I had to give up sports when I was in high school.  I was restricted to 
bicycling, walking and swimming.  Now, I am only allowed to swim and walk.  I am a reader.  I am a very 
avid reader.  At one time, as part of a competition, I kept track of the books that I read that were sub-
stantive books, not textbooks, not trashy books.  I have read over 1,000 books.  I think that the reading 
in that aggregate has probably shaped my worldview more than anything particularly the classics.  Cer-
tainly not all the writers were right, but you explore the minds of all these other people.  If they say they 
can’t know without experiencing first hand is simply wrong.  That eliminates education.  You can self-
educate and reading more than anything has shaped it.  That and questioning.  I have always believed 
in questioning.  You should question everything.  There’s only 2 possible outcomes when you question 
something- either you will reaffirm your original belief, which was good, or you’ll find something better, 
which is good.  There’s no wrong questioning so long as you genuinely pursue truth.  You always have 
to remember we finite beings will never, ever, ever be fully able to comprehend the infinite, but that 
doesn’t mean we shouldn’t question it.  We need to pursue the truth. 

 

Who do you say Jesus Christ is?   I think Jesus Christ is who He said He is.  He was 100% human 
and 100% Divine.  He was the Messiah that was promised in the Old Testament.  He died for the salva-
tion of humanity.  As the Old Testament promised, His perfect sacrifice opened the gates of Heaven 
which was closed as one of the punishments to Adam and Eve when they lost the Garden of Eden.  He 
is the Messiah.  The I Am, the Alpha and Omega. 

 

When was the first time Christ became real and personal to you?   I’m Catholic.  I have been going 
to church since before my earliest memory.  I have had a very long relationship with God and Jesus 
Christ.  Quite particularly, I think in terms of God the Father when I want to speak to God instead of God 
the Son, for whatever that’s worth.  We have had a long relationship.  I have struggled with it quite a bit 
because I wanted to know.  I want to know about things I am not privileged to know.  I guess ultimately it 
has been a gradual thing.  There have been peaks and valleys.  I have had a particular strong peak in 
my mid- later teen years, another peak in my relationship in my late 20s, and I think I’m experiencing a 
peak in that relationship currently.  One thing I do know is that you travel many deserts to get to exotic 
lands.  Our journey through faith is the same way.  Just like questioning other authorities, I think we 
should question religious authority, even question the Word of God, because again, all you’ll find is ei-
ther affirmation of your existing belief, which is good, or you’ll find some improvement upon that believe, 
we are all finite, we cannot possibly know the infinite, nobody, no matter how good, can ever completely 
know Christ or God.  So, there’s always room to continue to question and continue to know and grow. 
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If you could have a thirty minute conversation with someone from history, who would it be?    I’m 

going to give you a copout.  History is so full of significant people we know and ones that we will never 

know, at least not in this life.  I’m not sure how to pick somebody I would have a 30 minute conversation 

with either that matter what I would ask them.  Although, I will say that I have been very blessed to know 

some people of significance.  Both my grandfather, who I don’t want to brag about, but he has done 

some significant things.  I have known the personal physician of General Eisenhower and Winston Chur-

chill and a number of other people who have played significant roles in history.  I always like to find out 

about their personal experiences to learn about what they did, try to get into the philosophy that carries 

them, those experiences that shaped their characters.  I’m afraid I’m going to have to beg out and not be 

able to narrow it down into one. 

 

The motto of our Teens for Liberty Club is “Do Hard Things”.  What was the first 
hard thing that you remember doing?     Studying for some of my classes in college. 

 

What concerns do you have for my generation?    My concern about your genera-
tion is where the government is going with this debt and all the spending that they’re 
doing.  You’re not going to have a chance for a lifestyle.  It seems like from generation 

to generation, everybody has been able to upgrade and have a better lifestyle.  I don’t think that’s going 
to happen with your generation. 

 

What encourages you about my generation?     I’m encouraged that so many young people are start-
ing to get involved in politics and are concerned about their future.  I think there’s a lot of good young 
people coming up that when I retire I am very confident in what you all are doing.  

 

How important is character in an individual?     I think it’s very important.  You have to have integrity 
in your life.  You have to have integrity and self-control are things you have to have because if you don’t 
have integrity then you don’t have anything.  Calling somebody a liar, to me, is the worst thing you can 
say about them.  Once you get that type of reputation, you never dig yourself out of it.  You have to have 
that integrity in order to have that respect going forward. 

 

What character trait do you think is lacking the most in our society?   I think it’s pride.  Too many 
people are in entitlement programs that don’t seem to care to do better for themselves, being responsi-
ble for themselves.  They want everyone else to take care of them, especially the government.  They are 
not willing to dig themselves out, go out and get jobs, raise their family, they’re just content to let the 
government take care of them. 

 

What has been most influential in shaping your worldview?   I think it’s just as I went through 
school.  Unfortunately, I didn’t start this as young as you did, paying attention to what’s going on, listen-
ing to the news, developing your own ideas.  Going to college, most colleges are very liberal, so they 
teach you to be a Democrat.  When you’re out in the real world and your getting a paycheck, paying 
taxes and doing all those things, you see what it’s really like.  I think it’s just experience and listening to 
others in their backgrounds and paying attention to what’s going on so we can keep up.  

 

Who do you say Jesus Christ is?    He is our Lord and Savior.  He created the world.  We give our 
lives to Him. 

 

When was the first time Christ became real and personal to you?    Probably the first time I felt the 
closest to Him was when I had a miscarriage.  That was a very hard time in my life.  Even though I felt 
like He was not with me, it brought me closer. 

 

If you could have a thirty minute conversation with someone from history, who would it be?    I 
think it would probably like to talk to Moses.  I can’t imagine him roaming around in the forest for 40 
years.  I’m kind of angry with God for not letting him see the Promised Land.  That doesn’t make sense 
since he did all those things for God.  Someone else I would like to talk to is George Washington.   
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How they established the country, made it what it is, and their foresight.  The fact that they put in every-

thing they did in the Constitution, making it so pertinent today.  Thank goodness, they did what they did.  

They’re vision was just unbelievable. 

 

The motto of our Teens for Liberty Club is “Do Hard Things”.  What was the first 
hard thing that you remember doing?     I don’t know.  We didn’t have any clubs like 
that or anything.  I think the first club I ever joined was 4-H Club.  As far as a club, we 
had our church group and things like that.  As a club, that was the first thing I joined.  
And the hard thing in it?  I don’t know.  I didn’t find things hard.  I just liked learning to 
do new things.  You had different projects that you could choose to do- things like sew-
ing and canning.  Of course I was around the house when my mom done those things, 
but it was a project for me to do. 

 

What concerns do you have for my generation?    It seems you have a lot of more worldly things that 
you’re facing.  I don’t know if it’s because we have so much different communications.  We have phones 
and iPods and all that.  Everybody talks to everybody all the time, which we didn’t have when I grew up.  
We had a phone, but we weren’t entitled to be on the phone all the time.  The phone was for necessary 
calls.  You have more contact with the world where we had contact with our community because we did-
n’t venture out as much.  You guys have a lot bigger boundaries that you have to live in and that seems 
to me like a lot more.  I feel sorry for the younger group.  The world you have to face is a bigger world 
than I was accustomed to when I grew up.  It’s a bigger world that you have to face and different deci-
sions you have to make.  Sometimes it’s good to come back home and get your barrings.  

 

What encourages you about my generation?     There’s good people.  You have more possibilities 
than I did.  In my generation, you either became a secretary or a retail person in a store or maybe in 
banks or something like that.  Women’s main focus was you got married and had a family.  That was just 
kind of the way it was.  Some girls went to college.  The opportunities are greater.  You can be anything 
you want to be, which it kind of limited females to certain things.  A farmer’s wife did a lot of things.  She 
was right on the farm.  There were a lot of things a farmer’s wife did, but she had to do it.  You just have 
more opportunities that include women.  There were women that flew airplanes.  Now, if a woman wants 
to be a flyer, you don’t think much about it.  Back then, it was ―Oh, I don’t know if she should do that or 
not.‖ 

 

How important is character in an individual?  Character is who you are and that comes about by 
what you’ve been exposed to growing up, I think is part of your character.  You find out what you like to 
do, what you want to be, your thoughts.  I think religion would have to be the kind of character you would 
want to be.  If you’re a religious person, it brings over that you’re a good person and an honest person.  
That would be part of your character. 

 

 What character trait do you think is lacking the most in our society?   I think we are lacking a lot of 
character.  I think our actions a lot of time are not good.  Your character is how you come across people 
and they judge you, ―Well, they’re a good person‖, or ―I don’t know if I like that person or not or whether I 
trust that person or not‖.  I really don’t know how to answer that.  

 

What has been most influential in shaping your worldview?   My parents.  My mother was around 
longer than my father.  I was only 17 when he passed away.  During that time, though, I had a lot of re-
spect for my dad because he was a hard working person and he wanted to provide for us all and he 
loved us all.  We just had a good life as a family.  We did things as a family- going to church, going to 
family reunions, family gatherings, visiting neighbors.  They had a good influence on me.  I wanted to be 
a likable person.  I wanted to do the right thing.  It was never too difficult for me to do the right thing and 
be honest, to be where I was supposed to be and do what my parents expected me to do.  It wasn’t a 
problem.  It was just good.  That was the right thing to do. 

 

Who do you say Jesus Christ is?   He’s my Savior. 
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When was the first time Christ became real and personal to you?   I was a Lutheran, but more 
churches have it now, we studied, said catechism and said our vows.  I did the vows around 12 years 
old.  That’s what they expected you to do when you became that age.  Kind of like the Catholics raise 
you up and you take your first communion and all that.  That’s just the way we did things. 
 

If you could have a thirty minute conversation with someone from history, who would it be?    As 

far as all the presidents, I would say Abraham Lincoln.  I think it would be interesting to talk to him be-

cause he came up by the boot straps, so to speak.  He didn’t have anything given to him at all.  It was all 

within him and his desire. 

My Opinion        by Isaac Bahney 

There are several well-known races in this election cycle, such as the important US Senate race and 
Congressional race. But a race people probably don't know as much about is Auditor. The Auditor's po-
sition is simple, he audits the state. They account for state funds, oversee the distribution of money to 
counties, and pay state bills and employees. 
 
Indiana is lucky to have a great Auditor, who is Tim Berry.  He's a conservative Republican who is cur-
rently running for reelection to the position. The position has been held by a Republican since 1986, and 
his opponent this time is Sam Locke.. Tim's current office is on pace to return 12% of its budget appro-
priation for fiscal year 2010 back to the state general fund, all the while cutting office expenditures. 
 
Indiana has it's bills paid on time, unlike states around us. It's vital we continue those successes, which 
is why I encourage all of you to support Tim Berry for Auditor of Indiana!  

TeenPact Indiana  

TeenPact Indiana will take place March 7-10, 
2011 at the State Capitol.  TeenPact is a com-
prehensive leadership experience that brings 
kids closer to Jesus Christ, makes them better 
leaders, and positions them to impact public 
policy in their state. During the week, students 
meet important officials, interact with other like-
minded students, and have more fun at the 
capitol than they could have ever imagined. 
Students leave inspired and challenged with an 
intensive desire to change America for Christ. 

TeenPact offers a program for both teens and 
children at our state capitol. Students enjoy 
times of praise, worship and devotions, meet 
important officials, interview lobbyists, view 
campaign disclosures, improve their public 
speaking skills, write their own bills, and con-
duct their own TeenPact legislature. Students 
analyze public policy from a Biblical Worldview 
and learn to "take captive every thought to 
make it obedient to Christ" (2 Corinthians 
10:5).  For more information, visit 
www.teenpact.com for more information.   

To The Members     by Jodi Lohrman 

Well, you’ve done it again, 
Teens for Liberty members!  
You are constantly amazing 
me with the ―hard things‖ you 
imagine, plan and accomplish.  
You put on a great debate for 
the community highlighting the 
race for Clay County Prosecu-
tor– the only such debate in the county!  Your dedi-
cated hard work for the last several months for the 
candidates for whom you have chosen to volunteer is 
about to come to a close– hopefully with the reward of 
the joyful fruit of your labor.  I have never seen a more 
dedicated group of individuals– young or old– willing 
to put their own comforts and desires away to work for 
something bigger than themselves.  You have caught 
the vision that our Founding Fathers established that 
this Republic is not set up to run on auto pilot.  You 
are engaged and are engaging others.  I am very 
hopeful when I see the work that God is doing in your 
lives.  His work in your lives is not in vain.  You have a 
call from God to establish His Light and Glory once 
again in the life of our country, our state, our commu-
nity, the church and the lives of you and your family– 
both in the current and the future.  I am awed and 
honored to know each of you!  God bless! 

http://www.teenpact.com/index.php?page=state-classes-2
http://www.teenpact.com/index.php?page=state-classes-2

