
 

Voices’ first performance this academic year was at the event 
“Harmony on the Hill” at Mission Hill Baptist Church. The 
October 16th event commemorated the 21st anniversary of the 
death of Carol DiMaiti Stuart. Stuart’s husband was found 
responsible for the murder, but had used the description of a 
black man as her murderer because of the “believability” of the 
story. The incident prompted an aftermath of racially charged 
accusations and profiling in the Mission Hill community. 
“Harmony on the Hill” expressed support of nonviolence and 
opposition to racial profiling in Mission Hill’s proud community. 
 

Welcome to the Spring 2011 edition of 
the Voices of Imani newsletter! 
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Since the Student 
Programs Office 
reorganized itself this past 
fall, we welcomed a new 
dean of student 
organizations, Dean Karl 
Bell. Dean Bell has given 
us so much helpful advice 
this year, and we are 
thankful for his support. 

Introduction 
of New Dean 
 

News and updates from Boston College’s renowned gospel choir! 

Harmony on the Hill Performance 

This was the choir’s first 
performance in the 
school year, with new 
directors and many new 
members. It was a 
wonderful bonding 
opportunity and Voices 
was honored to perform 
at the event. 

"Old things are passed away; behold all things are become new." 
                      -- 2 Corinthians 5:17      
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This past fall, we welcomed Mrs. Yvonne 
McBarnett into her new role as the Voices of 
Imani faculty advisor. Mrs. McBarnett works 
as a Program Coordinator and Counselor for 
the Office of AHANA Student Programs at 
Boston College. The written responsibility of 
a Faculty Advisor is to lend support to a 
student group and provide help to the 
Executive Board in making decisions and 
advocating for change. We want to sincerely 
thank Mrs. McBarnett for going above and 
beyond her duties and for caring to help the 

choir when we needed 
her. She often works 
behind the scenes but 
she works extremely 
hard. So, if you see her 
face at practice or 
around campus, be 
sure to say hello!   
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Introduction of New Advisor Fall Jam & Winter Jam: 
A Gospel Celebration! 

For the first time in four years, we held a fall 
concert! Although an additional show required 
us to work harder, we felt it was important to 
showcase a different side of the choir that 
was left out of our annual Christmas and 
Spring concerts. We also had a similar Winter 
Jam in February. The spirit of the two shows 
was very casual. Choir members had no dress 
code, which emphasized the diverse 
personalities in our group. We offered baked 
goods & hot cocoa to our audience, all made 
with love by various Voices members. We also 
purposely decided not to have a program or 
set list of songs to sing for the Jams, and 
opted to treat the shows as impromptu 
praises. We wanted to remind our audience 
and ourselves that the singing didn’t need to 
be serious or pre-planned, but that it was 
more important to feel comfortable coming 
together to praise God. We welcomed the 
audience to join in singing, praying, and 
praising with us. We also had 3 wonderful 
guest a cappella groups, the Sharps, 
B.E.A.T.S., and Against the Current. 

Introduction of New Directors 
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After nearly 30 years of being the pioneer, father, professor, 
and Director of Voices of Imani, our esteemed Professor 
Walters retired from his position at the end of last year. 
Also leaving us was our treasured and talented Assistant 
Director, Elan Trotman.  
 
In September, our choir was thrilled to welcome its new  
Director, Chauncey McGlathery and Assistant Director, Alexi 
Paraschos. The Directors have made a smooth transition into 
the choir and have been working hard since day one. We are 
delighted to have them in the Voices of Imani family. 
 
Chauncey received his professional training at Oakwood 
University in Huntsville, AL and Howard University in Washington, DC. He works as a Professor of 
Music at Boston College and as a Musical Director for various theatre companies. He is also 
the conductor of the Voices of Metrowest Pop Choir and CommonSONG Community Choir.  
 
Alexi graduated from Tufts University and is now a singer/songwriter working in 
& around the Boston area, and is also a teaching assistant at Fenway High School. 

Chauncey 
McGlathery 
Musical Director 

Alexi Paraschos 
Assistant Musical 
Director 
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Introduction of New E-Board 
Voices of Imani has welcomed a new e-board this past fall, which has 
worked diligently in keeping all aspects of Voices running smoothly. Meet 
our e-board of 2010-2011! 

 
Erica Tasch, 2013 
Major: French, Secondary Education 
Minor: Italian 
 
Tour Managers 
Darling Rameau, 2011 
Major: Nursing 
 
Nicole Foisy, 2012 
Major: Secondary Education and History 
 
Public Relations 
Jennifer Ho, 2011 
Major: Accounting/Marketing 
 
Courtney Walker, 2012 
Major: English/Pre-Law 
 
Chaplains 
Taylor Banks, 2012 
Major: Human Development 
Minor: Theology 
 
Kimberly Hines, 2012 
Major: Psychology 
 
Webmaster 
Sofia Papastamelos, 2013 

 President  
Faith Goronga, 2011 
Major: Biology/Pre-Med  
Minor: African and African Diaspora Studies 
 
Vice President 
Megan Perez, 2011 
Major: Political Science 
Minor: Faith, Peace & Justice 
 
Treasurer 
Ian Worgaftik, 2012 
Major: Marketing and Communications 
 
Corresponding Secretary 
Rayana Grace, 2013 
Major: Sociology 
Minor: African & African Diaspora Studies 
 
Recording Secretary 
Jackie Sull, 2012 
Major: English 
 
Fundraising Managers 
Allie Broas, 2013 
Major: English 
 
(continued) 
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Voices’ annual Christmas concert is our most attended 
concert of each school year and is (not to toot our own 
horn, but *toot* *toot*) a schoolwide favorite. This past 
December, our Christmas concert, taking place in Trinity 
Chapel on Newton Campus, was a huge success the 
concert hosted a full house, featured several soloists, 
and rose the audience from their seats in praise and joy. 
As always, Voices ended the concert with a Candlelight 
Ceremony, during which candles were passed to each 
member of the audience, who joined the choir in singing 
“Jesus the Light of the World.” 
 

The Annual Christmas Concert 
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FUTURE 
PERFORMANCES! 

Ø Annual Spring 
Concert!! 
April 16, 2011, at 7pm 
Gargan Hall, Bapst 
Library 
 

Ø Boston College Arts 
Festival 
April 30, 2011 
 
- 12:15pm 
in the O’Neill Library 
Plaza, Main Tent 
- 3pm in Gargan Hall, 
Bapst Library 
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Voices t-shirts at the bake sale and at both 
concerts, and, for the first time, developed a 
PowerPoint presentation to fully describe our 
jobs to the choir. This semester, we hope to 
start a new business venture with the Voices 
emblem to sell to choir members, alumni, and 
fellow BC students. 
 
Chaplains 
Taylor Banks & Kimberly Hines 
 
In 2010, we had a really successful game night 
and potluck that helped the many new 
members feel a sense of belonging and part of 
our big happy family. In 2011, we hope to 
support the members more outside of 
rehearsals and to foster spiritual, social and 
intellectual development. This will be 
achieved through reflection exercises, one on 
one meals and a day retreat. Lastly we are 
happy that our tour to Atlanta, GA during 
spring break allowed every member of VOI to 
feel closer to each other and to God. This is 
the year of Higher Heights & Higher Standards! 
 
Public Relations 
Jennifer Ho & Courtney Walker 
 
Last semester, PR had a goal of branding 
Voices of Imani: spreading the word about our 
performances, recruiting new members to the 
choir, & working towards building a name & an 
image that would hopefully cause instant 
recognition on the BC campus. We will 
continue with these endeavors this semester in 
hopes to see more supporters at our events! 

New Year; New Directions 
Looking into 2011 
Accomplishments & Goals from each 
department of VOI 
 
President & Vice President 
Faith Goronga & Megan Perez 
 
Last semester, we successfully transitioned to 
being led by two new directors. We’ve had 
three main concerts, as well as other on- and 
off-campus performances. This current 
semester, we were proud to have a successful 
tour & Winter Jam, and hope to continue to 
build up our repertoire while still preserving 
the legacy of Professor Walters. We are also 
hoping to expand our alumni relations with the 
development of an Alumni Network.  
 
Corresponding Secretary 
Rayana Grace 
 
Last semester, Voices reached out to other 
singing groups on campus asking them to sing 
at our performances. Two a capella groups 
opened for our Fall Jam, Against the Current: 
a Christian a cappella group, and BEATS: an 
R&B and Soul group. For our Christmas Concert 
one of ATC's members sang a solo for one of 
our songs. This semester we invited more 
groups to open for our Winter Jam 
performance and are also looking for soloists 
for our Spring Concert. In addition to 
collaborating with Boston College groups, we 
have met with the Kuumba Singers of Harvard 
in hopes that it will lead to future 
collaborations as well. 
 
Fundraising Managers 
Erica Tasch & Allie Broas 
 
As the Fundraising Managers during the first 
semester, we ran two successful bake sales to 
promote our Christmas concert and Winter 
Jam. As always, we scheduled concessions to 
raise money during hockey, basketball, and 
football games. Fundraising sold 

Introduction of New Members 
Voices was pleased to welcome a large amount 
of new members to the choir this year, a 
number which continues to grow! Welcome to 
the Voices of Imani family to our many new 
members! Be sure to check them out at: 
http://www.voicesofimani.com/members-1 
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Webmaster 
Sofia Papastamelos 
 
This past year we were very excited to 
announce the establishment of our new 
website, www.voicesofimani.com.  The new 
site features information about the choir, 
including a full member photo roster, event 
calendar, videos, photos, song lyrics, and 
more!  In addition to the website was the 
creation of our new Twitter and YouTube 
pages, which are regularly managed and 
updated along with our Facebook fan 
group.  Lastly, the newest addition to our 
collection of media is the VOI mailing 
list.  Please encourage your family and friends 
to sign up for the mailing list on the website to 
receive occasional newsletters with important 
choir updates and info! 
 
Recording Secretary 
Jackie Sull 
 
As Recording Secretary last semester, I took 
attendance for VOI members at every 
rehearsal and performance.  During the weekly 
e-board meetings, I also jotted down minutes 
and sent them out to all the e-board members, 
Chauncey, Alexi, and Ms. McBarnett at the 
close of said meetings.  For the year of 2011, 
my goals are to keep a more organized, 
narrowed list of VOI members as well as 
uphold a slightly stricter attendance policy for 
the choir. 
 

Tour Managers 
Nicole Foisy & Darling Rameau 
 
This semester, Voices of Imani is happy to 
announce that we had a wonderfully successful 
tour during Spring Break!  We have been most 
grateful for this opportunity since Voices was 
not able to plan a tour in 2010.  Tour gives 
members of the choir an opportunity to 
experience Gospel music in another 
environment and this year we were fortunate 
enough to go to Atlanta, Georgia. We truly 
hope that the choir was able to have fun while 
ministering and growing closer to each other 
and to God! 
 
(For more updates on Tour, go to p. 6) 
 
Treasurer 
Ian Worgaftik 
 
My greatest accomplishment of 2010 was 
putting in place various templates that can be 
used in the future to pay for any outside help 
given to the choir. This year my main 
accomplishment has been to clearly and 
responsibly organize the choirs' funds so that 
we have enough money in the right places to 
go on tour in the Spring of 2011. As well, I 
worked on making our tour as economically 
possible as I could for all members of the 
choir. 
 
 

Faculty Advisor                        Yvonne “Ms. Smiley” McBarnett 
 
In 2010, I was very excited to attend several rehearsals, which were definitely a 
blessing. It was amazing to feel the energy that filled the room!  I was also able to attend two 
amazing shows and travel with Voices to the first church founded in Roxbury. It’s a pleasure and 
a passion of mine that I am blessed to be able to work with Voices.  It is most rewarding to be an 
Academic Advisor in the Office of AHANA Student Programs, and also to spend quality time with 
some of the members of Voices. 
 
This year, I was able to attend the day retreat and was very excited to travel with Voices to 

Atlanta during spring break!  I will make a goal to continue to attend the power 
packed rehearsals! 
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www.VoicesOfImani.com 
 All Voices, all the time! See TONS of 
pictures from the choir from this year back to 
2002! Here you can view Voices’ history, videos, 
news, upcoming events, and much, much more! 
 
www.VoicesOfImani.com/mailing-list 
 The best way to keep in touch with 
Voices: have updates sent straight to your email! 
It’s absolutely free and you can find out about 
upcoming events without having to search for it. 
 
www.twitter.com/VoicesOfImani 
 Follow Voices of Imani on Twitter and 
keep up with us live and on the go! See what 
we’ve been up to, what’s coming next, and 
interact with us! 

www.youtube.com/VoicesOfImani 
 Welcome to the video vault of Voices! 
Here you will find videos from performances 
you’ve missed, or just want to relive again! See 
videos as soon as they are added by clicking 
“Subscribe.” 
 
www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=6729138149 
(OR type “Boston College Voices of Imani Gospel 
Choir” into Facebook’s search bar.) 
 
 Here you can become a fan of Voices on 
Facebook! Videos and reminders of upcoming 
events can be found here while just browsin’ 
Facebook! 
 

Technological Advancements 
Filling the new e-board position of Webmaster, Sofia Papastamelos has gone above and beyond! 
Keep up with Voices’ using our new technological advancements! 

FUNDRAISING THANK YOU’S! 
Voices would like to extend a huge THANK YOU to all of 
those who participated in fundraising this past 
semester! Thank you to our Treasurer Ian Worgaftik and 
our fundraising managers Erica Tasch and Allie Broas 
who have worked very hard in making sure we reached 
our goal!  
 
We had a lot of work to prepare for our tour to Atlanta, 
GA this past March, but every person who was engaged 
in running concessions for football, basketball, and 
hockey games, bake sales and T-shirt sales, as well as 
each donation we have received counts in the time 
approaching our tour: Thank you so much! 

 
 

 

Voices of Imani was fortunate enough to tour in Atlanta, Georgia for Spring Break this year. 
Members spent the first day of tour performing and worshipping with four immensely welcoming 
church communities: Ebenezer Baptist Church, Bethesda Cathedral of the Apostolic Faith, Light of 
the World Christian Tabernacle International, and Bible Way Ministries International. Voices had the 
opportunity to explore Downtown Atlanta, shop at Atlantic Station, eat at various restaurants, and 
visit both the Georgia Aquarium and the Coca-Cola Factory.  In addition, Voices of Imani was 
introduced to an incredible organization called Books for Africa, which collects and donates 
elementary to university level textbooks and ships them to schools in various African countries. 
Choir members spent a morning sorting through books and packing them for 
shipments. Overall we had an amazing time and are so thankful for the experience! 

CHAUNCEY IN THE SPOTLIGHT! 
Our musical director, Chauncey McGlathery, had a 
headlining interview in the African and African 
Diaspora Studies Program’s newsletter, “Voices of the 
Diaspora.”  Chauncey spoke briefly but eloquently 
about what led him to teach music, the linking of 
music to the human experience, and what he saw in 
the future for the Voices of the Imani choir. We 
encourage you to read the full interview in the AADS 
November/December newsletter!  
http://www.bc.edu/content/dam/files/schools/cas_s
ites/aads/pdf/AADS_Newsletter_Nov_.pdf 
 
**All of the previous and current AADS newsletters 
can also be found here: 
http://www.bc.edu/schools/cas/aads/news/AADS_Ne
wsletter.html 

VOICES GOES ON TOUR! 
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