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The Crier
Salutes:
Precipitation (snow)

“Weather” it be preventing us
from having to get up early in the
morning (twice!) or risking the
lives of Superbowl workers, snow
has played an important part in
our lives this winter.
The mysterious, powdery-white
substance has long piqued the
imagination of many a thinker, but
we here at Burlington like to think
of it as a blessing that removes
the burdens of everyday life and
replaces them with literal burdens (seriously, did anyone’s roof
collapse?) Regardless, unless you
were fortunate to have a snowblower, you undoubtedly faced a
heavy burden in the form of human’s oldest enemy - the shovel.
At least in Wisconsin, we know
how to take it; online videos will
show the countless misadventures
of drivers in North Carolina when
they get an eighth of an inch of
snow and chaos breaks loose.
As the final remnants of this
season’s winter begin to disappear (hopefully someday soon), we
can fondly remember those feet of
snow.
Bravo, snow, bravo.
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The Governor’s New Bill
by Richard Hoffman

Governor Scott Walker signed a
state law on March 12 passing the
controversial measures against collective bargaining which had been
the source of much protest. The
bill had originally been attached to
the state budget but was separated
and voted on without the Senate
Democrats.
The legistlative battle has been
a national attention-getter. Proposed by newly-elected Governor
Walker, the bill attempts to reduce
the looming $2.7 billion budget
shortfall (that is to say, the state
doesn’t have $2.7 billion that it
is supposed to be able to spend).
The budget attempts to do this by,
among other things, cutting funding to public schools. However,
recently separated from the budget
is the legislation restricting union
rights that has been drawing record-breaking protests in Madison.

The new law removes certain abilities from public workers’ unions,
such as teachers’ unions.
Unions, before this bill, had
the right to bargain collectively
over benefits. Collective bargaining is when unions can, through
the strength provided from the
summed power of its members,
have some say in things like salary,
benefits, and working conditions.
The bargaining rights of teachers’
unions allow them to barter over
facets of their working conditions
such as their working hours, the
length of the school year, and the
standards for scheduling. Burlington teachers have prophesied that,
when the bill is in effect, they could
be required to spend more hours
per day or days per year at school
than their current contracts mandate. Because the teachers’ union
will be unable to bargain over
these conditions, the decisions

are entirely in the authority of the
school district.
In addition, the bill requires
public workers to take a pay freeze
lasting two years. After this period,
however, the unions will be able
to negotiate over salary issues, but
the restrictions on negotiations of
benefits and working conditions
will remain.
The new budget proposes an
$834 million decrease in state
funding to public schools spread
over two years. As well, it mandates a 5.5% decrease in what are
called per-pupil revenue caps. This
lowers the amount of money that
school districts can collect from
the state and from income taxes.
Governor Walker officially announced his budget on March 1. In
his speech, he declared that “despite the reductions in our budget,
local governments would gain $150
million overall in the next [two

(continues on page 4)

Burling
Selected
as
New
Principal
a BASD press release
Burlington Area School District
Superintendent, Dr. David Moyer,
has announced that Eric Burling has
been selected as the next Burlington
High School Principal, effective July
1, 2011, pending Board approval.
Burling will be recommended to
the Burlington Area School District
Board of Education for formal approval at the April 11 Board meeting.
He will replace Dr. Barb KopackHill, who is retiring effective June
30, 2011.

“I am extremely excited to continue my service to the students and
staff of Burlington High School and
the Burlington Area School District,”
Burling said.
Burling earned a Master of Science degree in Educational Leadership
from Cardinal Stritch University in
2003. He is accepted into the doctoral program there and will begin his
coursework this summer. He earned a
Master in Education degree in Biology Education from Carthage College
in 1996. Burling is a 1988 graduate

of Wisconsin-Stevens Point, where
he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree,
majoring in Biology.
Ninety people applied for the posi
tion. Six candidates were selected for
interviews with committees comprised
of faculty, administrators, staff, students, parents and community members. Burling emerged from a field of
three finalists as the top choice.
“Eric has unquestioned leadership and
relationship skills and is respected
for his integrity and honesty. He has
met or exceeded expectations in every
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Much Ado
by Richard Hoffman
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You know, public schools are a
funny thing. Lots of funny things
happen right here inside the
asbestos-lined walls of education.
Like, I heard this funny joke the
other day. So Governor Scott
Walker comes into a bar with a
priest, a rabbi, and a Zen Buddhist.
The bartender asks them if they
want a drink. The priest says, “I
mustn’t - I have a six o’clock mass
this evening.” The rabbi says,
“I too cannot - the synagogue
requires my services tonight.”
The Zen Buddhist says, “As well,
I cannot - I consider alcohol to
disrupt my inner peace.” Governor
Walker, pantsless and already in a
drunken stupor, says in a slurred
voice, “What we really need to
do is get rid of the public school
teachers!”
Okay, I confess that I never
really heard that joke. I just came
up with it, and I’m perfectly willing
to acknowledge that it’s not my
best material. Nor do I mean to
characterize Governor Walker as a
pantsless drunkard, or as someone
with a vendetta against public
school teachers, or as someone
who regularly goes to bars with
various theologians. But, unless
you’ve plugged your ears every
time one of your teachers begins
to talk about it, I’m sure you’re
all aware of the great fiasco going
on in Madison that is putting
Wisconsin on the map, right next
to Minnesota and Illinois.
February 26, I went to Madison
on an investigative reporting
mission: find out what everybody’s
complaining about. I discovered a
few noteworthy facts:

• Dogs are outraged by
this issue too. Canine

friends big and small seem to
be just as affected by union
rights as people are, judging
on how many of them were
at the protests. UW-Madison
freshman and recent BHS grad
Shann Dyer observed, “Even
the dogs are up in arms... this
isn’t what they wanted when
they voted for a walker.”

• Protests are much more
like carnivals than I
anticipated they’d be.

In addition to an unofficial
“Who can come up with the
cleverest sign?” contest, there
are also currents of Burning
Man seeping from underneath
the sewer system up into the
snowy State Street sidewalk.
My personal favorite was a
man holding up a giant sign
that said, “STOP the WAR on
WORKERS.” He was wearing
a coat/hat combination that
appeared to be made out of
Yeti fur. I suspect that he had
to wrestle a Yeti with his own
bare hands to obtain it.

• Political folk music is
still a thing. But only if

it’s sung by a 13-year old boy.
Actually, Peter from Peter,
Paul, and Mary was there,
and his rendition of “If I Had
a Hammer” served as a stark

reminder of exactly what he
would do if he had a hammer.
Protestors accusing Governor
Walker of being a dictator
seem to have a fundamental
misunderstanding of how
representative democracy works,
but their arguments are certainly
given some validity by the ethically
questionable ways in which Walker
has been managing this whole
affair. Here are a few facts that you
know are accurate because they’re
in bullet points:

• Walker gambled
away all of northern
Wisconsin in a poker
match with the
governors of all the
Midwestern states.
• To make the Democrats
in the state government
late for voting, Walker
personally went into
each of their bedrooms
and set their alarms an
hour late.
• Walker watched
“Wrestlemania XXVI”
on pay-per-view while
at a slumber party at a
friend’s house, costing
his friend’s parents like,
$4.99, and getting his
friend grounded.
• You know when you
stare into a light
accidentally for too
long, you get part of it
imprinted everywhere
you look for a while,
and you’re scared you
might go blind? Walker
invented that.
The main criticism that
protestors have with the state’s
proposed budget is that one of
its provisions removes the right
for unions of state workers to
use collective bargaining to have
a say in their jobs. Without the
ability to bargain over working
conditions, the multitude of state
employees who are unionized
(like public school teachers, public
hospital workers, prison workers,
and so on) will be at the whims
of their management. As if to
pile insult upon Constitutionallyquestionable injury, the budget
also cuts more than $800 million
of state aid to school districts.
Critics of the bill have accused
teachers of greed; they state that
the bill only balances out the
public sector of education with
the private sector. However,
there’s a pretty good reason why
public school teachers have had
it comparatively good for a while:
teaching at public schools often
kind of sucks. Public schools can’t
be selective about the kids they
let in, so teachers will be teaching
all sorts of miscreants and ne’erdo-wells and hobgoblins and
everything. This is generalizing, of
course, because obviously private
school teachers have to deal with

bad behavior, but on the whole,
private schools certainly have
the benefit of not being legally
obligated to provide education
to their students. As well, public
school teachers, especially in
Burlington, have to invest more
money in their careers than private
school teachers do. In addition
to the classes teachers have to
take in order to maintain their
certification, they also must obtain
masters degrees and even more
additional credits (equivalent to
essentially a doctorate) to reach
the top of the pay scale, which
nets Burlington area teachers a
whopping $69,356 a year. Now,
there’s an interesting paradox
here: Republicans seem to be
simultaneously very eager to take
away money from middle-class
teachers and very hesitant about
taking away money from upperupper-class business executives,
venture capitalists, and people who
in general look like the guy from
Monopoly.
Of course, spending cuts are
necessary. Wisconsin faces a
budget deficit that’s equivalent
to, like, .04% of our national
debt (which, admittedly, is $14.2
trillion dollars, but .04% is such
a tiny number!). And education
spending is a large chunk of the
total spending that the state of
Wisconsin does. However, our
public schools are actually really
good and efficient compared to
the rest of the country. We spend
about $10,791 per pupil every year,
which is just a smidgeon higher
than the national average, $10,259.
And, for that money spent, we
have the highest high school
graduation rate in the country.
We also have the third highest
average ACT score in the country.
So, though there certainly are
flaws in the system and statistics
can be manipulated in devious
ways, Wisconsin’s public school
system is pretty exceptional when
compared to the other states’.
Majorly cutting education
spending and maiming teachers’
rights is, in my view, a step
towards dissolving public
education in Wisconsin as a whole.
When you stop incentivizing
public school teaching by making
public school teachers’ salaries
higher, you present prospective
teachers with a pretty easy
decision: make what could
theoretically be the same amount
of money in a crowded, spitballfilled environment, or in a cozy,
exclusive private school? And
when new teachers stop coming
to Wisconsin to teach at public
schools, public schools slowly
but surely stop existing and will
start being replaced with private
ones. Will it then be each parent’s
legal responsibility to fork over
thousands of dollars of tuition to
pay for each child’s high school
education? And, more importantly,
will it leave countless public school
buildings vacant, free to be used as
bases by zombies in the oncoming
zombie apocalypse.
Oh, you didn’t know that was
happening? Well, don’t worry, I’ll
tell you about it later... let’s just
say it has to do with Scott Walker
breaking open a vial of zombie
virus in a secret laboratory.

:

Black Student Alliance Helps Teens in
Difficult Environment
By Alex Chernouski

The new club promoting community among African-American
students at Burlington High School
has captured the attention of
many students. The Black Student
Alliance, led by English teacher
Amanda Johnson, provides opportunities for black students at BHS
to get together and discuss life as
African-Americans.
Johnson had heard of Black
student alliances at colleges and
thought that it would be a good
idea to start one in Burlington,
which according to city-data.com
is only comprised of 0.4 percent
African-Americans. However, her
biggest inspiration is her adopted
son. “As a mother, I know what
it will be like for him growing up,
and I began to think about the bigger picture.” Namely, that fostering community and sharing experiences should be an important part
of the high school experience of
black teenagers.
Freshman Michael Mayfield
has already experienced some of
the racial prejudice facing black
students at BHS. “ I have been

made fun of, stereotyped, and accused of selling drugs sometimes
by complete strangers,” he said.
He joined the club to have have a
support system and to be able to
have a voice.
“One of my biggest fears is that
students will think of this as a
‘racist’ club,” stated Johnson. The
Alliance’s mission statement says
that “the mission of the BSA is to
support and advocate on behalf of
black students in order to enhance
BHS academically, socially, and
culturally.”
Indeed, the club has stirred
some controversy among the students, who argue that a club that
only allows students of a certain
ethnicity in is racially prejudiced.
However, the club’s stated emphasis on supporting students evidences a group that is trying to be
a positive presence.
As of now, the club is only open
to students of African-American
descent. In the future, states the
club organizer, it could become a
multi-cultural club at this school.
The Black Student Alliance holds
its meetings Thursdays from 2:40
to 3:15.
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Forming bonds. BSA Members Nick Davis, Rashad Lawson, Noa Jensen, and Bree McDonald (not pictured: Michael Mayfield)

Eating Disorder Survivor
Shares Her Story
by Michelle Bauer

Burlington student Abby Loppnow, now a 17-year old senior,
struggles every day with a problem she had developed four years
ago. She was diagnosed with the
mental health issue of anorexia
nervosa, the disease that is considered most treatment-resistant.
It all started at the age of 13
when she went for a physical. Her
doctor told her that she was a little
overweight. Abby explained, “I
took my doctor’s words and interpreted them as if she was saying
I was really obese.” In all reality
Abby Loppnow only weighed 131
pounds. For her height of 5’1” this
was nowhere near the cut. She
was only 9 pounds over the target
weight of 122 pounds.
Loppnow began to feel a mixture of emotions such as loneliness, hopelessness, shame, depression, frustration, stress, and
especially self-consciousness and

discomfort. She slowly began to
diet until she got down to eating
nothing at all. She said when she
did eat she would force herself to
throw it back up. “I always saw
myself as morbidly obese, even at
my lowest weight of 80 pounds,”
she said.
Abby Loppnow finally decided
that she needed to get help when
her parents told her that she could
possibly die. “I didn’t want help
because I didn’t think I had a problem,” she stated. Loppnow was
admitted to Rogers Memorial Hospital in Oconomowoc, WI on July
21st, 2008. She was told there that
she would have had about two days
to live if she had not received help.
She was an inpatient then transferred to the Eating Disorder Center as a resident there. Loppnow
met many new people with the
same problem and participated in
group therapy but also individual

sessions. She said that there were
strict meal plans and that at first
she had to get a feeding tube. “It
may have seemed like torture, but
now that I look back on it, it helped
me a lot,” Loppnow explained.
There are many individuals
out there that struggle with this
disorder. Approximately 10 million females and 1 million males
fight battles with easing disorders
right now in the United States.
Burlington High School guidance
counselor Tammy Albrecht said,
“In the time that I have been here
I have definitely worked with a few
students that have had this type of
problem.” There are many groups
that one with this problem join
plus individual counseling to help
with issues.
Albrecht also said that if you
know someone who has symptoms for an eating disorder, which
include dieting, exercising exces-

Demon Teacher Award

Ms. Robbie Twohig teaches
Spanish classes at BHS. As a
member of the foreign language
department, she is known by
students as being a caring,
passionate teacher. Students
describe Twohig as being “really fun.”
As a teacher of higher level
foreign language classes, she
helps prepare students to
utilize the Spanish language in
their careers and adult lives.
One of the opportunities available to students at Burlington
is to take a class titled “Spanish

for Medical Professions,” which
has a fairly self-explanatory
curriculum and is taught by
Twohig.
Recently, Twohig led six
students from that Spanish for
Medical Professions class to the
Dominican Republic to assist
doctors with the dental care of
Dominican citizens.
Her efforts go beyond the
classroom. Ms. Twohig is one
of the leaders of the BHS Forensics team, organizing and
directing students in a competitive speech competition. She

takes time out of her weekend
almost every Saturday in the
late winter and spring to attend
forensics competitions. Her
recent outreach efforts have
resulted in a boom of forensics
participation, and this year,
every member of the team made
it to the State competition.
Ms. Twohig is a passionate
educator who helps students
express themselves and communicate, whether in Spanish
or English. Señorita Twohig
gets our sincerest salute.

sively, increased conversation
about food, frequent trips to the
bathroom, baggy clothes, or other
symptoms, you should immediately tell a counselor. The counselor will then talk to the student
and contact the parents and nurse
if needed.
Loppnow hopes to speak to the
7th and 8th grade classes at Karcher Middle School to help educate
the youth about eating disorders,
telling her experience and how it
hurt her physically and mentally,
and the struggle she has on a
daily basis. Loppnow really wants
people to understand how badly
this disorder can harm you and
you shouldn’t listen to what others
say or the media; she is an example
of one survivor of a disease that
affects countless teenage girls who
decided to use her troubles to help
others.
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New Union Legislation

years].” However, the response
has been overwhelmingly negative. Historically large protests and
rallies occurred in Madison by the
State Capitol, showing their support for union rights. More than
70,000 people attended the February 26 protest, which featured live
speakers including television actor
Bradley Whitford and folk singer
Peter Yarrow (of Peter, Paul, and
Mary). Whitford said to a crowd
of listeners in the 18 degree cold,
“The Governor has to understand
that Wisconsin is a tough constituency. We fish through ice.”
Critics have accused the antiunion legislation as being politically motivated. The story took a turn
for the strange on February 23
when a prank caller posing as David Koch, a New York businessman
who donated $43,000 to Walker’s
election campaign, had a phone
conversation with the Governor.
The transcript was released to the
press, and the most controversial
moment involved Walker stating
that he and his staff had considered “planting some troublemakers” in the crowd of the protest.
The budget issues and protests
in Wisconsin have drawn national
attention, including from President Obama, who referred to the

bill as “an assault on unions.”
Wisconsin has gotten such attention because similar budgets have
been proposed in other states. As
Governor Walker said in his prank
phone conversation, a successful
proposal in Wisconsin could result
in a bolstering of legislation barring collective bargaining in states
like Michigan, Ohio, and Florida.
Accordingly, union groups from
neighboring states have sent in
people to join the protests in Madison in order to to prevent this first
domino from ever falling.
After weeks of protests in Madison, the Wisconsin State Senate
passed the bill that restricts union
rights by separating it from the
budget bill. By doing such, they
removed certain legislative restrictions that apply to budget bills that
require the members of the legislature to be present in order to conduct business. Previously, fourteen
Democratic State Senators left the
state in order to postpone the bill’s
passage.
The bill’s passing did not deter
the protesting in Wisconsin’s capitol, however. The largest crowds
yet gathered on March 12, accompanied by a parade of tractors.
as the Farmers’ Unions showed
solidarity with public workers.

Have an opinion?
Write a letter to the editor - it could get published in the
Crier for all of the school to see. That’s 1300 copies of your
very own words, delivered right to every classroom.

Email:

criereditor@gmail.com

Teenagers
Tying the Knot?
by Ashley Busch

“I was always the year’s old girl
in the church choir that would
glance back at the older guys.” said
Lorin Otwaska. Otwaska will be
getting married to her boyfriend
of 4 years this year after her 18th
birthday, as a teenager. Multiple
websites say that 50 to 60 percent of teen marriage will end in
divorce within 5 years, and the
brides are often at risk of being
abused.
In fact, as teen pregnancy rates
grow higher in recent years, teen
marriage is becoming increasingly
a rarity. The median age for marrying in the late 1950s was 19; it now
hovers closer to 26.
Otwaska is determined not to
be just another statistic because,
she says, she and her fiancé are
not getting married for the wrong
reasons, such as a pregnancy or
wanting to be out of the house.
A sizable percentage of teenage
marriage revolves around these

aspects. “We felt there were a lot
of feelings there and we could take
it to the next level.” Otwaska said,
“My parents however, are a good
example of teenage marriage leading to divorce.”
Of course, child psychology experts cite missing out on the staple
experiences of young adulthood
as a major problem with marrying
early. Otwaska says that they have
a good enough connection with
each other to where they can go socialize and have independent lives.
Otwaska’s wedding was set for
September 17th, shortly after her
18th birthday, but they are moving
it back because her fiancé wishes
to tend to his academic obligations. Perhaps this deviation from
the norm - placing importance on
education, bodes well for this relationship in a way that many similar
relationships do not bode.

University of Chicago

photo credits: creativecommons.com

Built in the heart of Chicago,
in the Hyde Park neighborhood
(previous residents include
President Barack Obama and
his family), the University of
Chicago is a college that prides
itself on a love for learning.
The first thing that’s noticable
about the school commonly
referred to as “UChicago” is its
architecture. Described by the
school’s website as “gothic,”
the buildings look more like a
wizarding school in Britain than
a university in Illinois. Green
courtyards, ancient-looking
stone walls, and ivy-covered
arches await any lucky visitor to
UChicago’s campus.
The school’s students are
known for being diverse and
intellectual. The university produced 85 Nobel laureates. The
faculty as well is renowned for
its excellence - currently, fifteen
recipients of the MacArthur

Genius Grant are employed as
faculty members.
The school that once was
known as “the place where fun
goes to die” is doing its best to
fight its reputation as an overly
rigorous institution. Examples
cited by Chicago staff include
the annual scavenger hunt,
which involves elaborately designed quests to obtain objects
like a full-size Weiner Mobile
and has led students to travel as
far as New York to succeed.
Still, academic excellence is
a core tenet in the educational
philosophy of UChicago; accordingly, they have a budget of
around $2.6 billion to spend on
things like research, faculty, and
their students.
Collegedata.com states that
the tuition per year is $56,213,
but due to the school’s large
budget, most students receieve
significant financial aid.
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It’s celebrating about singing!

A cappella singers Brianna Moritz, Riley
Jaeger, Kasey Cragg, Allison Langley, Rachel Otter, Joey Bouxa, and Claire Armetta impress the
crowd by singing... but without instruments!

B*Jazzled members Dailee Helnore,
Lexie Baker, Eli King, and Ainslie Minkley sing
and dance simultaneously

Putting on a show. Dakota Hudzinski,
Erica Haglund, Ainslie Minkley, and Mason Hawes
croon Aerosmith’s “Dream On,” just like they do
on Glee (5 points for pop culture reference!)
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Excited Boys
Tennis Players Avoid
Love

		

by Mary Jo Cannon

Last season the 2010 Burlington Boys Tennis Team ended the
year with a two state qualifiers
who were number one doubles
partners, Kevin Smith and Dylan
Caliva, and two conference champions who were doubles partners,
Eric Anderson and Corey Caldwell.
Overall the team finished third in
conference.
This year seven out of the ten
seniors on the varsity squad graduated and left head coach, Kenneth
Savaglia with a young team that is
going to need to rebuild in order
to achieve his own “conservative
goal” of reaching 500 and finishing
with a strong season.
Beginning March 28th at the
first practice, the work will begin.
The new number one doubles
team of Senior Eric Anderson
and Junior Corey Caldwell will go
for another conference win along
with some other returning tennis players such as Caleb Hewitt,
Gordon Christoph, and a freshmen
who Coach Savaglia has some high
hopes for, Conor Schultz.
Corey Caldwell also has high
hopes for the season, he said, I’m
glad to be first doubles and I think
we have a good chance of going to
state this year.”
His partner, Anderson said, “I’m
pretty excited for the season. It’s
going to be a good year.”
The new number one doubles
team is going to have a chance to
put their hard work to a test April
5th, at the first home meet against
Muskego.

activities

Students
Perform
StudentWritten Play
by Crier Staff

The Burlington High School
Drama II class performed a student-written one act play titled
“Till China and Africa Meet.” The
play features students Courtney
Cooke, Becky Hensel, Richard
Hoffman, Eli King, Emily Nadolski, Michael Pinter, and Tori See.
Senior Susannah Thorngate is
directing the show, which is entirely produced by Paul Ivkovich’s
Drama II class.
Each individual of the drama
class has a specific role in the preproduction or production process;
roles vary from promotions, set
design, and costuming to makeup,
lighting and sound, and actually
acting in the show themselves. The
production has had help from theatre professionals; lighting designer Matt Albrecht came to the class
and gave tips on how to effectively
use lighting.
The script shows, says the
author, “the different ways that
people love one another.”
The play was performed twice
in school on March 24. There will
be a public performance on April
12, where donations are suggested
and concessions will be served.
The public performance will serve
as a fundraiser for the BHS Drama
program.

Girls Basketball
Finishes
Season
by Carley Lahodik
The women of the Burlington
High School girls basketball team
have concluded their season.
“We put the past behind us and
fully threw everything we had into
a new program,” Sarah Strong
said when commenting on how
her team adjusted to the new head
coach.
The girls finished in their conference with a record of 7-7. They
went on to play Kenosha Tremper in the playoffs but lost 40-54.
Their overall record was 8-13.
Many players of the varsity squad agree that three-point
shooting and work ethic are among
the basketball team’s strong
points. Of course, along with
strengths, every team has its weaknesses. One varsity player, Anna
Vogt, says “struggling to keep the
confidence up” is a problem the
team faces.

Learning
the works.
Director Troy
Everson works
with Stephanie
Cenalis who
plays Mrs.
Potiphar.

Eyes are already looking ahead
to the next season. Varsity Assistant Coach Joelle Curry sent a
message to future basketball players that they should “be prepared
to work hard” in order to make
the team successful. Vogt agrees;
she advises the incoming varsity
to “wait your turn, and always
keep trying, because your time will
come.”
Many girls on this year’s JV
team are beginning to prepare for
next year’s season. Starting post
guard Sarah Eulgen explained how
she’ll “work on [her] shooting and
post moves during the off season.”
The team will be losing many
players to graduation this year, including Dani Evert, Meg Webber,
Rachel Thomsen, Cassi McCarthy,
and Natalie Slupianowski.
The 2011-2012 season is scheduled to begin next year November.

Joseph Comes to
Burlington
by Ellie Grandi and Sean Gums

The classic Broadway musical
about the Biblical story of jealousy,
success, and brotherhood will be
hitting Burlington High School
from March 31 to April 9. The
BHS Choral Club, led by Penny
Yanke, will be putting on Joseph
and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat for its spring musical.
The Koral Klub is joined by BHS
teacher Troy Everson, who helps
direct the show, as well as Beth
Reetz.
Senior Justin Jaeger and sophomore Eli Erdmann will both play
the part of the titular main character Joseph, and will alternate
nights playing the role. Joining
Jaeger and Erdmann are five
female students who play the part
of the Narrator of the play; Ainslie
Minkley, Anna Tolle, Hannah Anderson, Lexi Baker, and Makayla
Chambliss fill this role.
The cast consists of over 60
students. “It’s a great show to work
with a big cast,” Yanke said. “We
haven’t done a Choral Club Pro-

duction in such a long time, so it’s
good to get back into it with such a
large group.”
Yanke decided on Joseph this
year because of the Koral Klub’s
large member base and its interest in musical theater. She looks
forward to seeing this production
unfold.
This is the first Koral Klub
production in four years - the last
show was High School Musical in
2007. With five musicals under its
belt, this is the first time the Klub
will perform Joseph. According to
Mrs. Yanke, the largest challenge
will be performing the large show
numbers that involve multiple cast
members and props. Live musical instruments will be used for
the musical numbers. As well, the
show makes heavy use of costumes, which will be managed by
Tammy Albrecht, a BHS counselor.
For some members of the cast,
however, the lack of costumes is
the best part. “‘Close Every Door’
is probably my favorite song,”
said Jaeger. “I’m singing a solo in
which I’m wearing nothing but a
towel.”

Source: nortonbasketball.com
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WHAT TO DO

IN SPRING

• Go see Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat at BHS (March
31 - April 9)

• Go play in the mud. Express your
inner child, but be sure to wear
clothes you don’t care about.
•
photo credit: creativecommons

Track Season Approaches
by Katie Hill

Excitement for the oncoming
Track and Field season, which occurs this spring, is mounting.
“We have some great upperclassmen athletes and a lot of very
good underclassmen as well! It
will be a competitive year in track
and field this year” said sprint
coach Jill Kincaid.
Last season ended with many
athletes making it to sectionals.
The boys’ 4 x 4 to state succeeded
again to make it to the competition. Last year, current Senior
Vaughn Weis made it to state in
the open 400 meter and current
senior Ellie Grandi won state in
the high jump.
Kincaid said that she thinks the
biggest challenge this year will be
to motivate the athletes. “It is a
difficult thing to do because I am
in charge of all sprinters - that
means JV and varsity and boys
and girls. I want everyone to
improve and grow and it is hard to
give equal attention to all of them

when I am in charge of such a large
group of athletes.“
Junior distance runner Megan
Lois said, “I’m looking forward to
the upcoming season to get back in
shape and the new competition.”
Kincaid also said the team
needs to work on committing to
the coaches decisions regarding
meet placement. A problem, she
says, is when the coaches make
the lineup and then the day of the
meet many students switch events
with each other. She continued to
explain that the students need to
trust the judgment of the coaches
and have an understanding of what
activity they’ve been assigned to.
Lois said, “I am ready to challenge
myself and work hard to hopefully
make it to state in the 4 x 800.”
Kincaid added, “My goal for
this year is to have eight sprinters make it to state. Last year I
had just three sprinters make it to
state. I want eight this year!”

•
•
•
•

• Sneeze.

• Look at grass. After four months
of wintry wasteland, it seems like
a miracle, doesn’t it?

• Go turkey hunting, from April 13
to May 22. This seems like it’s a
little more appropriate in the fall,
Fly a kite. Just be careful for kitebut, whatever.
eating trees.
• Go fishing. With your pa.
Spring cleaning. That’s fun, right?
• Go see A Midsummer Night’s
Frolick in the meadows. Wisconsin
Dream at the end of May for
has plenty of meadows.
hours of Shakespearean entertainment (the best kind of entertainPlant trees - Love Inc. is having a
ment)
tree sale.
• Go to the World Festival on May 7
Race a canoe - that’s May 21, for
you canoe enthusiasts

Blizzard of ‘11

				

		

Surely all other winter storms in the foreseeable future
will be compared to the wrath of the blizzard that Wisconsin and Illinois experienced early February. Here are
a few quick facts:

4

- the number of Wisconsites who died in the storm

$110,000

- the estimated cost to
cities, per inch, for snowfall removal and city repair

19.8

- inches of snow in Milwaukee
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the rest

“Drive One
Like The BHS Crier on Facebook for updates and stories;
also, because we’re terribly, terribly lonely
4 Ur School”
Raises Funds, Illustrated Laughing Utility
by Sam Jones
Eyebrows
of English
Teachers
by Austin Smith

Burlington High School will be
hosting a fundraising event on May
7th, 2011 that is sponsored by Ford
and Lincoln-Mercury Dealerships.
Miller Motors, located in Burlington, WI, will be providing cars for
test-driving.
For every test drive completed,
Ford Motor Company will donate
$20 to Burlington High School.
The money raised from this event
will benefit the Burlington Coaching Association, which provides
money for all athletics in the Burlington Area School District.
“The turnout in the past has
been pretty good,” said Burlington
High School’s Athletic Director
Eric Plitzuweit. Last year Burlington High School was able to raise
about $4420 that would break
down to 221 drivers. “This year,
we are looking to raise the maximum of $6,000,” said Plitzuweit.
According to Athletic Director Plitzuweit, in order to take a
test drive, one must be 18 years of
age and only one member of each
household can drive the car. The
test drives will last approximately
15 minutes. Plitzuweit stated that
there is a pre-determined route
that all drivers will take.
On the day of this event, there
will be 50 hot dogs for sale and
various raffles while drivers wait
to take a new 2011 model car or
truck out for a cruise. The World
Festival will be simultaneously going on inside the Burlington High
School’s gymnasium.
In order to expediate the process, drivers can register online
at http://communityed.basd.
k12.wi.us. This event is completely
free. Burlington High School and
the Burlington Coaching Association encourages drivers to come
on out and test drive a brand new
2011 vehicle.
Aquarius
January 21 - February 19
You will receive a surprise visit
from Libyan dictator Moammar
Gadhafi; he likes his coffee with
two sugars and no freedom of the
press (topical joke!).
Pisces
February 20 - March 20
Lauren Nadolski - will you go to
prom with me?
Aries
March 21 - April 20
This horoscope will be just vague
enough to apply to anything in
your life this week.

A: Neutral position; district and students are content.
B: Incident incites district into totalitarian phase.
C: Student morale drops as new rules take effect.
D: Students begin to complain.
E: Large student/parent coalition forms; school district accepts demands

DEMONSCOPES
Astrological divinations good enough for a town this size
Taurus
April 21 - May 21
Keep your friends close, and your
enemies closer, and your frenemies
closest of all.
Gemini
May 22 to June 22
You will be approached by a tall,
dark stranger. Avoid eye contact;
he will have a scythe.
Cancer
June 23 to July 23
Why, yes, you will like fries with
that, thank you very much.

Leo
July 24 to August 23
Your relationship with your significant other will be tested as you
both struggle with your habit of
barking while kissing.
Virgo
August 24 to September 23
When a friend reaches out, be sure
to grab him and pull him out of the
well that he just fell in.

Scorpio
October 24 to November 22
You will wake up tomorrow morning with a mysterious tattoo that
has further instructions on it.
Sagittarius
November 23 to December 21
The word “butts” will begin to become less hilarious to you, but only
if you really want it to.

Capricorn
Libra
December 22 to January 20
September 24 to October 23
Santa Clause is real - don’t listen to
All of those sessions of horoscope
what everybody else says.
rehab, and you’re still reading this?
This is rock bottom, man.

