Energy, Creativity, and
Passion...are three words
that come to mind when
working with Benjamin Boom

John Leach

Director, Events & Entertainment
OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER


http://soundcloud.com/imakeitboom
http://twitter.com/imakeitboom
http://facebook.com/imakeitboom
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F“DYBoom Brings 11ie Thinder to Loud City and s an important part of check ot Bonm's
ourworld-class live event presentation. Thunder fans are notorious for

supporting their team and creating the most energy in the NBA...DJ | ll"aGI(S/ I‘ﬂllll)(ﬂS
Boom makes it happen” ’ Glls Im i)(lalles

PR Benjamin is a Very creative, driven person that takes pride in every-
thing he does. His interests lie well beyond his part in the program and
he delivers in manyways. Energy, creativity and passion... are three
words that come to mind when working with Benjamin Boom”

D} Boom has a unique style that sets him apart from all other djs. His
mic presence & his ability to control the tempo & mood of the crowd
amazes me everytime | hear him"

single Thunder game.
Ahead, behind or even tied, Boom has the ability to get the fans en-
gaged in the action to deliever the response the Thunder needs to win”

walks in. He directs the show and gets everyone in the club involved
from the bar staff to the audience. Putting alittle BOOM into the § [meoms oo ol fHok
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ains exactly the same”



http://soundcloud.com/imakeitboom
http://twitter.com/imakeitboom
http://facebook.com/imakeitboom
http://soundcloud.com/imakeitboom
http://soundcloud.com/imakeitboom/dj-boom-redbull-battle-set
http://soundcloud.com/imakeitboom/forces-work
http://soundcloud.com/imakeitboom/the-office-benjamin-boom-cd-1
http://soundcloud.com/imakeitboom/darkside
http://soundcloud.com/imakeitboom/you-dont-know-eminem-ft-50-cent-kd-beat-produced-by-c-l-mccoy-remixed-by-dj-benjamin-boom
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“The energy of
“““{“ Oklahoma City's
s“\\“ arena builds from the
rumbling cloud of
scas high above the hardwood.

Ben Huckabee isat the center of
the storm, channcling the staic and
commanding the crowd, Beats blas,
instrumental stings ring out and his voice
echoes from above.

Meet DJ Boom — the sound of the
Oklahoma Ciry Thunder.

Those in-game sound effects are all
Huckabee' responsibility. From his perch,
he uses 2 ouchscreen and computrized
sampler to cue specific sounds to the action
happening down below He’ goral the bells
and whistles — lierally — plus horns, beats
and audio clips of all kinds.

“IF you were waching a movic o
playing a video game that didn' hase any
sound, that where [ come in,” he said.
“T'm kind of adding the soundrrack o the
video game lve, on the fly: And ics never
the same.”

Using a headset, Huckabee coordinates
with the sound booth, and also helps read
promos and announce contests throughout
the game.

“There needs to be  ringleader,
somebody to head up the fans up there.
That's kind of my role,” he said.

Some of the action, like moments
pre-and post-game, time benween quarters,
‘halftime and television time-outs, is
sripted in advance.

But when the players are on the courr,
Huckabee keeps one eye on the gume, and
the other on the audience. His role really
heats up when the players are announced
and the crowd is on its fee,

“People donic st down unil the frsc
basket isscored, so the firs four o five:
minutesis dirccted at the audience,” he sid.

At tip-off, Huckabee is hard a work
‘making sure he's not ignored.

“Thar's when you pull out all the stuff
chey have to interact with: the clap-your-
hands and stomp-your-feet stf. You try
t0 keep that energy as high as you can,”
he said.

After than firs baske, the crowd setles
down a b and Huckabee concentrates on
reading the thythm of NBA baskerball

Huckabee, 33, is a Detroit native who's
had jobs in loosely connected fields in
several sates. He lived in Clearwater, Fa,
for a time, where he worked with special
effccts and costumes, including design
work on  series of Boba Fett outfits for the
premiere of “Star Wars: Episode I — The
Phantom Menace.”

He then became involved in behind-
the-scenes movie work and, eventually,
lighting, and he was hired as a lighting tech
for Clearwater’s Bricktown 54, named afeer
the Oklahoma ity club, which closed in
2003. His lighting work led to DJ gigs
at the Florida club and a 54 branch in
Wichita, Kan.

Eventually, Huckabee found himself
in Oklahoma as one of the resident DJs

at the Skyy Bar Ultra Lounge. In che
Thunder’s arly days, he said another NBA
DJ was flown in from Houston o help

sile up crowds for Oklahoma City home
games. The D] approached Huckabee afier
watching him work crowds at Skyy Bar
after a game in November 2008.

“He sid, “I've got a job that might
change your ife. T hink you'e perfect
forit, 5o give me a call in the morning,”
Huckabee said.

“That phone call led to a meet-and-
greet at a home game the following Friday,
and some of the Thunder’ enertainment
directors ended the evening watching
Huckabee spin a set at Skyy Bar.

“They came up to me and said, ‘If you
want the job, it yours,” he said.

He blames his loud mouth for helping
him land the gig. Unlike many other club
DJs who keep their heads trained on their
turntables and speak with cheir mixes,
Huckabee prefers to address his audience
dirccrly.

“Having a microphone is a must,” he

said,
For a while, Huckabee spent part of
his time down near the court with his
curneables, where he cued up mises for
the team’s pregame workout. But arena
renovations absorbed his floor-level post,
and the time slot was tumed over to
Rumble the mascor.

“There’s been talk of reintroducing the
turntables, Huckabee said, but DJ Booms
relocation from his perch in section 316
is unlikely.

“The hearc and soul of our fan base is in
Loud City.” he sid. “As of that first playoff
game, we are the loudest fans in the history.
of the NBA, so1 like being up there.”

“The Thunder job is part-time, but
Huckabee keeps DJ Boom’ schedule filled
‘with regular appearances at Rok Bar and
Buddha Tao Asian Bistro, as well as Pink
Bar & Lounge in Tuls

When he talks about the arena-sized

‘opportunity of entertining NBA crowds,
his nonchalant confidence gives way o an
excitement that borders on ansiousness.

But no one will notice on Oct. 27,
when the Thunder opens its season against
the Chicago Bulls.

“Listen, man, you put me in front of
20,000 people, T won't choke,” he said. “T'll
get up there and get it done.” EIE
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Benjamin “DJ Boom”

Huckabee

DJ Boom creates a high-

it up on the
turntables. DJ.
Boom rocked the

‘with this seratchaholic six nights
a week!

Mon.-Venu
(Mash-Up-Mondays)
Skiybar

(Girls Night Out)
Fri. & Sat.
28


http://soundcloud.com/imakeitboom
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