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Tunisian Academy of Sciences,

Letters and Arts,

Beït al-Hikma

Established in 1983, the Beit Al-Hikma Foundation became in 1992 in

conformity with the 116-92 act issued on 20 November 1992- “a public

enterprise with industrial and commercial attributes, granted with civilian

status and financially independent” and called« Tunisian Academy of

Sciences, Letters and Arts, Beït Al-Hikma ».

Historical background

The present-day seat of the Tunisian Academy is symbolic on more than

one account. During the Husseinite era, it was called “Zarrouk Palace”

because it was founded by the General Ahmed Zarrouk whose name was

closely associated with the ruthless crushing of the Ali Ben Ghedhahem

revolt in 1864, in the Sahel and Aradh regions. From 1943 to 1957, this Palace

was the official residence of Mohammed Lamine, the last Bey of Tunisia. It

was in that prestigious architectural building that a reception was given for

Jules Ferry, who was to impose the French protectorate on the Regency of

Tunis.

It was also in that same building that a major event in the history of modern

Tunisia took place : the solemn proclamation, by the French President

Pierre Mendès France, of Tunisia‟s home rule

After independence, the Palace became the property of the state. It lodged

for some time the National Craft Office, the National Institute of

Archaeology, and then became home for the National Foundation Beït AlHikma.
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Objectives and missions

According to the act setting up the Tunisian Academy of Sciences, Letters

and Arts Beit Al-Hikma, the main missions of this institution are :

a.

b.



c.

d.

e.

f.

g.
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to be the meeting place for distinguished scholars and enable them

to promote research in different fields of activities of the mind and of

science, as well as to exchange their knowledge,

to contribute, in co-ordination with similar institutions in the world,

to the enrichment of the Arabic language ; to attend to its good usage

; and to bring together and develop its potentialities so that it has an

equal level with the sciences and the arts,

to contribute to safeguarding the patrimony in the field of research

and edition,

to elaborate dictionaries and encyclopaedias and to translate works,

to organise symposiums and conferences in the different fields

relevant to the attribution of the Academy,

to encourage the creation and distribution of works of the mind and

the art,

to give advice on questions relevant to its attributions that might be

submitted by its supervising authority, as well as any other ministerial

department and any other institution.



Preface

The guide books published by the Tunisian Academy of Sciences, Letters

and Arts Beit al-Hikma, do not just present the two hundred and seventy

titles published by us from 1983 to 2010. It also includes an overview of their

contents which will facilitate access to the mass of material made available,

true to its mission as an institution that works for translation, the

establishment of texts and studies, it did has ceased to develop an

understanding of our heritage and to support creation. It thus supports

research in various fields of intellectual activity and may inform the treasures

of the Arab-Islamic civilization known or unknown. Thus, the Academy has

undertaken since its creation, publishing books in different fields of

knowledge: humanities, social sciences, medicine and the arts. It was not

confined to the book as an essential tool for the dissemination and

propagation of knowledge, it has made efforts to organize seminars and

conferences on subjects as varied as relevant, timely and timeless. By

organizing the "International Meeting of Carthage, she created a network, a

coterie of international leaders, from around the world discuss important

topics of concern to humanity. Among the topics discussed at these

meetings we include, among others: To be free today, the rational and the

irrational, What is life?, Violence. All these conferences have been archived

and published.

Our Academy has not reached the international prestige that is conferred by

these eminent personalities of East and West, without the attention given by

His Excellency President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, in our institution and

which does We stopped providing his care, his affection and kindness. We

take this occasion to present to the Head of State the assurances of our

highest consideration and gratitude by expressing again our commitment to

work with dedication and perseverance, the realization of our projects.



The President of the Academy

Abdelwahab Bouhdiba
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Book Title: The Tunisian Workers and the Rise of

the Trade Union Movement

Author: Tahar Haddad

Translator: Abderrazak Halioui

Topic: History

Size: 16x24

Number of Pages: 180

Language: English

Publication Date: 1985

Price: 3.500 TND



This book, first published in Arabic in 1927, is a historical document. It is also a testimony.

Tahar Haddad begins the book as a historian, drawing a picture in broad lines of the political,

economic and social spectrum of the Regency of Tunis on the eve of the French protectorate in

1881. Then after a minute account of the dockers‟ strike in Tunis and then in Bizerte, he deals

with the circumstances surrounding the creation of the Tunisian General Confederation of

Labour (TGCL), telling us about the dockers‟ demands, the reverberations of their action, the

local media reports of the incidents, the colonial government‟s stance, the incidents themselves

and the arrests made. He then details the propaganda activities undertaken by the members of

this confederation, before moving on to the strike of Hammam-lif which was the pretext for the

arrest of the main trade union leaders, their trial and their deportation.

But Tahar Haddad was no ordinary historian; he did not adopt a neutral position under the

hypocritical banner of pseudo "objectivity". He openly sided with the exploited Tunisian

workers, the weaker side, against their exploiters, the capitalist companies and their allies (the

colonial authorities, the police forces, and the politically accepted journalists and trade unionists,

dubbed as "correct"…). In fact, he was a key witness to the birth of the trade union movement

in Tunisia, playing a major role in its emergence and actively participating in its propaganda

campaigns, having been elected member of the propaganda campaigning unit within the TGCL.

He had always taken sides with his untiring chairman M'hamed Ali Al-Hammi. He was his loyal

friend, his adviser, his close confidant and always his apologist.

Concluding his book, Tahar Haddad says: "In any social and industrial action, the people must

be enlightened as to the duties that are incumbent upon them to fulfill, and the hindering

defeatist attitudes must be eradicated".
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Book Title: The New Approach to Modern

Physics

Author: Arthur March

Translated by: Ali Belhadj

Topic: Science

Size: 15x21

Number of pages: 154

Language: Arabic

Publication Date: 1986

Price: 3 TND



This book traces back the steps that classical

physics had gone through, leading to the birth of modern physics, from Democritus, Aristotle,

Galileo, Newton and D'Alenbert down to Einstein, Planck and Paoli.

Quantum physics has evolved in an ascending way up to abstraction. It has therefore become

vey hard to digest. It is not possible any more to describe the phenomena of the microscopic

world concretely, because the concepts used in the description of the visible world are no

longer applicable to the description of the microscopic elementary particles; hence the need for

a new approach that has radically changed modern physics.

But the fundamental question is: If the analysis of basic phenomena is impossible, does it

imply that they are - at the microscopic level - due to a random, unpredictable phenomenon? In

other words, has the law of causality become obsolete? The answer, for Arthur March, is that

quantum mechanics recognizes the existence of causality, but it does not allow for certainties.

We can only say that such and such phenomenon may possibly happen, according to the law of

large numbers in the theory of probability. Modern physics is thus required to abandon the idea

of certainty, because only the probabilities of the various possible phenomena are accessible to

our calculations.

Number of legal deposit: 732/86
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Book Title : Songs of Life

Author : Abu-L-Qasim AL-Shabbi

Translators : Lena Jayyusi and Naomi Shihab

Nye

Prefaced by : Salma Khadra Jayyusi

Topic : Literature

Size : 16x24

Number of pages : 140

Language : English

Publication date : 1987

Price : 4.500 D.T.

Foreign countries : 6 €



It is the first time that the Tunisian poet Abul-Qacim Chabbi‟s collection of poems „songs of

life‟ has been translated into English. There is no doubt that the man was a great poet,

extremely talented, but hopelessly underprivileged. His environment, his education and his

disease were the sources of his strength and weakness, his agony and serenity, the reasons for

his revolt and the causes of his failure, all at the same time. Anxious, anguished, and rebellious,

he was, wavering between the drive to destroy everything, as everything seemed inadequate and

imperfect, and the need to save the remnants, to abide by the traditions.

Indeed, he has been criticized for the tedious length of some of his poems, for the excessive

and constant use of words relating to joy and sorrow, cheers and tears, and for the heartrending abstraction or inappropriateness of some expressions. But still, he is a poet of rare

talents, endowed with a sharp, constantly alert sensitivity, helped by a brilliant imagination

continually building connections, creating metaphors, imposing forms of expression sometimes

incomparable, a haunting rhythm, and a lively music. He had spent his life chasing a dazzling

ideal, «a distant dawn», «a reshaped daybreak». He was not against his fellow poets, but in order

to continue with the traditions of his predecessors and show that he was worthy of his

contemporaries, he was constantly seeking originality, as was demonstrated by Prof. Ameur

Ghedira.

Dépôt légal N° : 118/87
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