Our New Home
This month we moved to the apartment at the
men’s workshop! Our main job here is to care take
and provide security, while finishing up the paint
work in our home and the rest of the property. We
are happy to be moved in, and Miles enjoys
watching the construction workers as they are
building the workshop and soccer field.
We are adjusting to being the “face” of the men’s
workshop, and the responsibility of making this
place a light in the neighbourhood.
We’re
fortunate to have a little market very close, which
is a great place to buy vegetables, and also to talk
about what is going on at the men’s workshop, as
the people working at the market have seen the
place being built from the ground up.
This month has been one of adjusting to our new
home, taking account of our ministry and thinking
and praying about what areas we will be serving in
the new year.
Jess taught a cooking/nutrition class for the first
time, and is happy with the way it turned out! The
ladies enjoyed the vegetarian meal they learned
and it sparked some good conversation on how to
get children to eat healthier.
It’s difficult to get into the Christmas spirit when
it’s 37°C, but we are looking forward to Christmas
on the Streets. We’ve heard a lot about this huge
event – El Jordán will bring Christmas dinners to
about 3000 people living on the streets of Santa
Cruz – and now we’re excited to be part of it!

View of a row of workshops on the left, the
synthetic grass soccer field in progress in the
foreground and our apartment top right.

The Men’s Workshop
Construction is pretty much halted on the men’s
workshop due to lack of funds. Rising costs
and stolen tools and supplies are two things
that have contributed to this. Please pray for
funds and for strength for Marco, who oversees
every little detail of the construction.
Good news is that the soccer field was donated
by an individual, and is paid for, so construction
will continue on that.
Once the field is
complete it will be rented out for soccer games.

A Breath of Fresh, Smoky Air
For two months, I had felt like the finish line of a
race I was running was repeatedly moved off into
the distance after I had sprinted each time to get
there. That is, I continually had the idea that if I
worked as hard as I could on our new apartment,
that we could move in two weeks, only to find the
move would be postponed for various reasons.
Then I would have to push again in order to be
able to move the following week…
Week by week my sprint to the finish restarted. It
was hard to be motivated to keep pushing after I
was already used up from the last push. I became
very tired. I had to save all my efforts for work the
next day, so much of my life was lacking attention.
It’s hard to describe why living in this windowless,
doorless, paintless shell of a house in a dangerous,
smelly and smoky neighbourhood has managed to
make life better, but it sure has. It’s not about the
house; it’s about a new beginning with a purpose
in a place we’re supposed to be in, rather than
temporarily living in a classroom without a clear job
description.
We feel like we have finally arrived in Bolivia to do
the work we were sent here for. Have the past six
months been a waste?
By no means.
We
completed several individual tasks along the way,
but were missing a sense of how we fit into the big
picture.
Living here has felt like a breath of fresh air, a
renewed sense of purpose and for the first time in
seven months, like we are at home.

Miles with our dog, Silas, who
serves as our security system.

Please pray…
For funds for the men’s workshop and
Christmas on the Streets
That we would meet people in the
neighbourhood and build relationships
quickly.
That we would finish the year well and
feel refreshed for 2012!

Financial Update
It’s been a year since we first started
contacting friends and family and receiving
pledges of support. Time flies! We are so
grateful both for our regular supporters and
those of you who have given unexpected
donations. Thank you.
www.avantministries.org/give

-Sam
Or mail payment to:
Avant Ministries
2121 Henderson Hwy
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R2G 1P8
Our project number is 11846.
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sjehlers@avmi.org
samandjessehlers.blogspot.com

