
 
 

Investigate Hobbs 

 
 

Thank you for your editorial of June 6 about the WM3 case. There were six victims in the case. 

The three Cub Scouts — Christopher Byers, Michael Moore and Stevie Branch, who were 

murdered — and the three teenagers who were wrongfully convicted for their murders. 

 

These six and their families are entitled to justice, and your editorial hit the nail on the head 

by saying justice begins by investigating, prosecuting and convicting the murderer. 

 

Judge Laser let the WM3 out of prison because a jury hearing all the evidence now available 

would acquit them. All the children’s parents were provided the opportunity to review this new 

evidence. Some chose not to. Others did. Chris Byers’ father is one who did review the 

evidence. He wanted to see if the WM3’s lawyers were blowing smoke or if the true killer was 

still amongst us. The evidence he saw not only convinced him the WM3 had nothing to do with 

killing his son, but also convinced him Terry Wayne Hobbs did. 

 

Mr. Hobbs is the only person who admits being in the Robin Hood Hills woods when the boys 

were murdered on May 5, 1993. Mr. Hobbs is the same person overheard confessing to his 

brother that he murdered the boys; the same person not excluded by DNA extracted from a 

hair found on a shoelace binding Michael Moore’s wrist to his ankle; the same person who 

spent time that day with another person not excluded by DNA found near the boys’ bodies; 

and the same person who had Stevie Branch’s pocket knife in his possession — the knife 

Stevie’s mother always believed Stevie’s killer took. Mr. Hobbs is also the same person who 

tried to convince Mr. Byers to give him a false alibi. 

 

When you ask Mr. Hobbs about May 5, 1993, he says he never saw the boys that day. Three 

of his neighbors say that is not true. Mr. Hobbs said he looked for his stepson, Stevie Branch, 
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from and after 4:30 p.m. that afternoon. This is not so according to Mr. Hobbs’ friend David 

Jacoby. Mr. Jacoby says Mr. Hobbs was at Jacoby’s house playing guitars from shortly after 5 

p.m. until about 6:30. When David Jacoby asked Mr. Hobbs about Stevie, Mr. Hobbs said 

Stevie was riding his bike. This is not what a man does or says if he is searching for his 

stepson. This is what a man does when he has found his stepson and given him permission to 

ride his bike. Mr. Hobbs left his friend’s house about 6:30 to go home and check on Stevie.  

 

Stevie and his two friends were there and Mr. Hobbs saw them. His neighbors swear to this. 

 

Mr. Hobbs admitted he was in the Robin Hood Hills woods around the time of the murders, but 

says he saw and heard nothing. If that does not tell you the state’s original theory of this 

crime — that three drunken teens ambushed and butchered three 8-year-old boys at that 

ditch in that small patch of woods as a part of a satanic ritual — is illegitimate, I don’t know 

what will. 

 

Yet Mr. Hobbs never told the police or prosecutors about being in those woods when the state 

said the murders were committed. Instead, he kept this knowledge to himself while 

advocating the WM3 were guilty. That was wrong. Mr. Hobbs should have come forward with 

this knowledge then. Why didn’t he? Could it be Mr. Hobbs says he was in those woods just in 

case someone saw him there, and he kept quiet about being there during the trials so that 

three teens could do the time for his crime? 

 

Mr. Hobbs was never questioned or cleared by the police in 1993. His neighbors, friends and 

family were not interviewed; his criminal record was not checked. It is about time the state 

actually investigated Terry Wayne Hobbs for the murders of Chris, Michael and Stevie to see if 

Chris’ Dad is right. If Mr. Byers is right, the state needs to prosecute Terry Wayne Hobbs. And 

no matter what, the state should exonerate the WM3. Those guys spent 18 years in hell for a 

crime they did not commit. 


