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 BirdDog Commentary 
   As many of you know, the BirdDog pillars are Comradeship, Catholic, and Community.  
This year we hope to really focus on the community aspect.  Last year we did such events 
like the Canned Food Drive and playing basketball with the inmates at the Lansing 
Correctional Faculty. 
  Now I know that many of us like to make jokes about the “townies” of Atchison; but I 
agree with the many articles Atchison native Erin Hunninghake has written in the  
The Circuit.  We live in their community and we should not bash them, for it is a great 
town. We should embrace them and do what we can to make it a better place for everyone, 
including ourselves.  While it is great that many people go on mission trips to foreign 
countries to help the needy, we need not forget about the ones right in our backyard. We 
are in Atchison, Kansas. You many have one year left or four, but be content where you are 
and make a difference. Blessed Mother Teresa said, “Stay where you are. Find your own 
Calcutta. Find the sick, the suffering, and the lonely right there where you are.”   
  There are many options to participate in such as a Skip-A-Meal and delivering meals to low 
income families on Saturday mornings. Also, the Boys & Girls Club is always looking for 
volunteers to help with after school programs for kids.  If you have any ideas for volunteer 
events or anything of the likes, please contact us about them.  Like the great Jackie 
Robinson said, “A life is not important except in the impact is has on others’ lives.” 
 
Until next time, 
Mark J. Powell 
 
 
A Fallen Raven Reminiscences 
   Naturally, during my visit on Saturday (dropping off my little sis Danielle), I spotted some 
fellow Ravens, including Mark Powell, playing sand volleyball from the 4th floor of Scholastic. 
I couldn’t help but think back to my days at Benedictine when Mark was one of my closest 
friends.  As many of you know, Mark Powell is one of the most successful intramural athletes 
in the history of Benedictine. His knowledge of every sport and God-given athleticism puts 
him head and shoulders above everyone else.  
  Although he never knew it, I looked up to him so much when I was there; he was my idol, 
the ultimate Raven-hound if you will. Just like a dog, Mark needed training. As a fresh 
Raven, he was just a young pup running around wild trying to fly. Mark and I competed 
against each other a little bit, until joining forces to form a co-ed softball team that came up 
just short in the championship game. Although we lost, Mark was ready to become the 
champion he is now.  
  As they continued to play, I realized how much I missed this place. Many things have 
changed such as the addition of great places like Willie’s.  It is a great dining option and 
the wings were great, the fries were tasty, there were 20 flat screens with different sports 
on, it was BirdDog heaven. And to top it all off I spotted Brock Martin who works there. 
  We got back to campus and I noticed the new row houses and the enormous Ferrell 
Academic Center. I started to think about the growth this school has made in three short 
years. I started to get a tightness in my throat, because I knew what I was about to say just 
could not happen: “I wanna stay.” My mom turned and looked at me, “What?” “I miss this 
place, the community, the people, the BirdDogs, the Catholicness,” I said. “You know you 
can’t...” she started. I interrupted her, “I know.” 
 
Ben Reynoldson 

 
One more thing: Do all BirdDogs go to Heaven? 
 

Important Dates/ 
Birthdays 

(* Denotes Fallen Raven) 
Taryn Frank, 1 
Dominic Paolucci (’11), 
1 
Keenan Martin, 1 
Kel Martin, 1 
Coast Guard Day, 4 
Carissa Gregory, 4 
Work Like a Dog 
Day, 5 
Sister’s Day, 5 
Aaron Kautsky, 6 
Atomic  Bomb 
Dropped on 
Hiroshima (1945), 6 
Blake Bell, 7 
Lisa Yoneyama, 7 
Abbie Hausmann (’10), 
7 
Amanda Burns, 8 
Atomic  Bomb 
Dropped on 
Nagasaki (1945), 9 
Molly Foltz, 9 
Alisha Hafner, 12 
Kelsey Mueller (’12), 
12 
Scott Serrico (’11), 12 
Phil Loughman, 12 
Ben Loughman, 13 
Nicole Papageorgiou, 
13 
JoEllen Keyser (’12), 
13 
Katherine Friend, 14 
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“We were not created 
for comfort, but for 

greatness."                       
- Pope Benedict XVI 
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SEM-i Spiritual Sense 
   First off, thanks for welcoming me into the BirdDog family. As a seminarian studying at 
another fine Benedictine institution, Conception Seminary College, I love the spirit of this 
lifestyle. We are all created for community, and the unity between all persons which the 
BirdDogs promote will be a key component for growth in the next generation of the Church.  
   As Papa Benedict recently announced, the upcoming year has been dubbed the Year of 
Faith. Catholics around the world are being called to uphold our mission “to remind all, 
especially Christians who have lost their own identity, of the right of God to what belongs to 
him, that is, our life.” We must show forth our inner faith with visible actions in every aspect 
of our lives which are aimed at an outward focus; a focus primarily on Christ and then on 
others. Remember that as Christians we love everyone, but we also have favorites: the poor 
and needy. So find ways this month to seek out those who are most impoverished, 
especially by loneliness (Mark Powell is a good place to start—no one really likes him). I 
encourage you to use this Year of Faith to mature in prayer, service, and community. It’s 
just the BirdDog way. 
   On a side note, I also uphold the athletic prowess which is so foundational to the BirdDog 
efforts to build community. I am national (seminary) basketball champion and look forward 
to the chance to compete against you fellow BirdDog ballers. I may not be a correctional 
facility inmate, but I have been known to throw a few ‘bows when necessary. May God bless 
you in this academic year.  
In the peace of Christ, 
Garett Burns 
 
Ask Anonymous 
“This first week of class has been so crazy, I’m beginning to think that schoolwork may cut 
in on some of my traditional TV time! What shows this fall are definite must-sees? “ 
 
   I’m glad to hear you are putting your studies ahead of your free time. It really shows that 
you are a responsible individual who would enjoy TLC’s (The Learning Channel) new smash 
hit “Here Comes Honey Boo Boo” and the equally educational Animal Planet offering, “Call of 
the Wild Man.” “Honey Boo Boo” chronicles the life and times of 6-year-old Pageant Queen 
Alana “Honey Boo Boo” Thompson. Her energetic family includes unforgettable characters 
like Mama June, Sugar Bear, Chickadee, and Chubbs. You will laugh. You will cry. You will 
“holla for a dolla.” 
   If you are more of a turtle/critter person, you may enjoy “Call of the Wild Man,” which 
follows the adventures of the Turtle Man. Turtle Man may not be a pageant queen, but his 
life of capturing critters and clearing ponds of turtles in live action is nearly as fascinating.  
While it is a shame that your television viewing must be limited due to scholarly pursuits, it 
is my honest, anonymous belief that these shows will stimulate your growth as a person and 
student. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Building Bridges Through Eloquence And Charm To Ensure The Pursuit Of Happiness;  

But Drawing The Line When Necessary.” 
 
 

Important Dates/ 
Birthdays 

 (* Denotes Fallen Raven) 
V-J Day, 15 
Derek Surdez, 15 
Best Friends Day, 15 
Jessi Hanys (’12), 17 
James Schroeder, 17 
Ethan Hausmann (’11), 
17 
Bridgett Carosello 
(’12), 18 
Brad Lorang, 18 
Kelsey Shieber (’12), 
19 
Deanna Kluesner*, 20 
Shane McBride, 21 
Ben George, 21 
First Day of Class, 
22 

Bethany Smith, 23 
Lexi George (’12), 24 
Joe Arduini*, 24 
Mike “Party” Brown 
(’11), 25 
Emilee Hernandez 
(’12), 26 
Alexis Collins, 28 
Kelsey Anderson (’12), 
29 
Danielle Reynoldson, 
29 
National Whiskey 
Sour Day, 29 
Kayla Pfaff*, 30 
Greg Buergler (’12), 31 
 
 

Tweet of the Month 
Alan Burns 
@rabii22: 

"Maybe we should just 
name him No One Ever, 
Jr." said No One Ever 

 
DJ Monte Mo’s Track 
of the Month 
Home by Philip Phillips 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

“Responsibility is the 
price of greatness.”       
- Winston Churchill          
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