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Better with Age.

OCT/NOV 2012

Fall is finally here! Which means gorgeous
weather to look forward to and the perfect time
of year for us treasure seekers. Garage Sales,
Flea Markets, and Antique Shows will be
popping up all over as the weather cools. We
will be visiting Renninger’s Twin Markets
October 6th for their “Fall in the Field Show,”
It should be a wonderful day with some of the
best vendors in Central Florida selling their
vintage wares. November 3rd Vintage Finds
will be at the Fancy Flea, downtown historic
Lakeland, with over 200 vendors they are
expecting their largest show to date. Then we
will back to Renninger’s for the Antique
Extravaganza November 16, 17th and 18th in
Mount Dora. We hope to see you at one of these
fabulous events!
Kathy

Karen Hillman shares her love of photography.

Tiny Texas Houses, building
the future from the past.

Editor, Vintage Finds Magazine

(On the Cover) Debbie Mangual of the
Vintage Soul Store, shares her secrets of
styling on a budget.

Step back in time with a visit to St.
Augustine’s Ximenez-Fatio House
and the Dow Musuem.

Better with Age

Follow Your Dreams

By Nancy Fenner

After 22 years working as an executive with a large company, I decided to really take a look at my life. Although
very successful……I wasn’t fulfilled. Matter of fact……I was down right miserable!
The last five years of my career I spent a great deal of time thinking about the things I love to do. But……I was too
chicken to take action to pursue any of them. Think about it……does anyone in their right mind give up such a
position and income when they are only a few short years away from retirement?

My wake up call came....

creative talent.” She knew how much I loved antiques and

when I developed high blood pressure and hypertension. But

working with my hands. As I got older she told me I got “Better

what could I expect after working seventy-hour weeks for 22

with Age.” I’ll give you one guess where my business name

years in a high-pressured environment. I’ve always been pretty

came from.

much in control of the things in my life and this was something I
couldn’t control. I have always maintained the mindset that “life

Unfortunately my mother did not live long enough to see me

is pretty much what you make it”. What you put in it, is what

finally take the step to follow my dreams. I dedicated my

you get out of it.

business to my mother who is watching over me. I am sure this
has a lot to do with my success and happiness. God Bless you

Although terrified.......
I decided to resign my newspaper career and follow my
dream……I filled my mind with I Can Do It………I Can Do
It……I Can Do It! August 2000, “Better with Age Antique
Interiors” was born. Now........with that being said....let me tell
you that I still work my butt off and work long hours. But... when
you do what you love it really doesn't seem like work.

I specialize primarily in Early European Furniture, Lamps and
Home Accessories. My favorite furniture pieces come from
England. I love the warmth and masculin elegance they have
and mixed with the old world patina makes these pieces
magnificent in their beauty.

Much of my inspiration .......
came from my mother who passed June 1999. Often I would
tell her how miserable I was. She would say “Nancy, you are so
creative and should pursue something that you can use your

Mother! Thank you for encouraging me to follow my dreams!

Continued Success.......
August, 2012 marked the 12th anniversary for Better With
Age Antique Interiors. I would like to express my greatest
appreciation and thank each and every one of my
customers for visiting over the years. Many of you have
become more than a customer, but a friend as well. I want
to give a special thanks to those of you that have sharred
your shopping experience in my store with your family and
friends. The biggest contributor to my business success
has been through word of mouth and customer referrals.
Thank you..............I could not have done it without all of
you!!
~ Nancy Fenner ~

.Old World Charm with European Elegance

Better with Age Antique Interiors is located in "The Street of Shops"across from the main antique
building at Renninger’s Antique Center, just North of 46 on Hwy 441.
Open every weekend from 9 am to 5 p.m.
407.687.3193

St. Augustine, Florida

Step back in time ...
This Summer we hit the road to the oldest occupied city in the United States, St. Augustine. We spent
our days walking the city, dining and taking in the local shops and historical sites. We rode the tour
trains enjoying the guides tales of soldiers, the natives, and even a ghost or two. With bus stops at
every corner, we could step on and off at our leisure throughout the day. Our favorite destinations on
the tour were the Ximenez - Fatio House and The Dow Musuem of Historic Houses. Two
exceptional living musuems to wander through and day dream of another time.

The Ximenez-Fatio House
While in St. Augustine be sure to visit one of the oldest structures still standing, The XimenezFatio House. The home now a musuem, was built in 1798 by Spanish storekeeper, Andres
Ximenez. The home is a beautiful example of Spanish - English architecture, and is made of
coquina stone. It has a detached kitchen, the only original 18th century building of its kind still
standing. It has been lovingly restored, by The Colonial Dames of America to it’s former days
of a boarding house complete with furnishings. The guided tour will introduce you to the
fascinating women that lived here, ran the home as a boarding house and provided an income
for themselves. Which was virtually unheard of for women of their time.

History of the Home
About 1798, Andres Ximenez, a local store
keeper and his wife Juana built this coquina
block house with tabby floors, it included two
warehouses and a separate coquina kitchen
building. They used first floor of the home as
a general store and lived upstairs with their
five children. In 1802., Juana passes away
at the age of 26. Sadly the two youngest
children die the next year and their father
three years later.
The remaining Ximenez children sell the
house in 1826 to a widow, Margaret Cook of

Owner’s Parlor

Charleston. It was during her ownership
that the home became a boarding house.

This is where the owner of the boarding house lived. There
is a sitting room (pictured here) and bedroom. The furniture
is covered with horsehair fabric. The astral lamp has a round
wick and casts no shadow. It was considered very modern at
the time.

The Seminole War intensified, bringing
plantation refugees, soldiers and their
families seeking safety behind the city walls
of St. Augustine. Mrs. Cook saw that there
was a need for lodging for these travelers.
She converted the home to an inn and hired
Mrs. Elizabeth C. Whitehurst to manage the
property until her death in 1838.
Then a Mrs. Sarah Petty Anderson's,
purchased Margaret Cook's boarding house
after her own plantation, “Dunlawton” was
burned. She resided there with her extended
family from 1838 until 1850. Florida became
a state in 1845 with that came more
travelers, business men and government
representatives. The inn began to prosper.
Miss Louisa Fatio, began operating the inn
in 1850 for Mrs. Anderson. She then bought
the property in 1855, continuing to operate it
as a fashionable inn until her death in 1875.

Owner's Office

The property was owned by Miss Fatio's
heirs until purchased by The National

This private room doubles as a business office and a sewing
room. The owner would pay bills, settle the guests’ accounts
and answer letters requesting rooms.

Society of The Colonial Dames of America in
The State of Florida in 1939.

The
Bedrooms

The Artist's Room - Florida’s natural beauty attracted many visiting artists.

All the bedrooms in Ximenez - Fatio
House had several things in common.
Netting on all the beds to keep the
mosquitos away. A washstand with a
water pitcher, wash bowl and soap
dish to keep clean.

The Family Room - Families stayed together in one room.

Kitchen complete with fireplace, beehive oven, and a dry sink.

Original Kitchen
The detached kitchen, is the only free standing kitchen in St. Augustine dating from the eighteenth century.
It was built detached from the main house to help eliminate the danger of fires and keep heat from away
from the living quarters.
The kitchen’s beehive oven was used to bake pies, cakes and bread. Logs were burned in the oven to
make it very hot, then the ashes and coals were raked out and the food placed on the bricks to bake. The
dry sink had no running water. When the plug was removed, the water ran out into the yard.

The Wash House
Through early photos of the
home, it was discovered that
a wash house once stood
behind the original kitchen.
From archaeological
investigations the wash
house was reconstructed to
the original dimensions.

Ximenez - Fatio House
20 Aviles Street,
St. Augustine, FL 32084
904-829-3575
www.ximenezfatiohouse.org

The wash house features a rare 19th century hand cranked washing machine.

Casa de Solana Bed & Breakfast

by Jamie Narehood

Where Old World Charm Meets Modern Amenities and Epic Romance Begins!
The structure at 21 Aviles Street may be the seventh oldest house in St. Augustine and located on the oldest street in town, but inn
owner Jeffrey Sonia brings nothing but fresh ideas and forward thinking when it comes to running his business.

Casa de Solana takes its name from the original owner, Don Manuel Lorenzo Solana, a member of one of the city’s first Spanish
families. He was 23 years old when the British claimed St. Augustine in 1763 and was one of only eight men (all Mounted Dragoons of
the Spanish Army) permitted to remain in St. Augustine after the British took over. He built a tabby house on the property that year and
soon after married London-born Protestant Mary Mitchell (with whom he had 2 children). Not recognized by the Catholic Church, that
marriage later dissipated. With his second wife, Menorcan Mary Mastres, he fathered 11 more Solanas! Their house was well known to
offer haven to Native Americans, injured soldiers, and any traveler in need of respite. Despite the harshness of the times, the Solana
Family did persevere, clinging to love. Today, Casa de Solana is a 10-room, full-service B&B, with that halo of love and residual
energy still abound! You’ll often be greeted by the smell of something fabulous going on in the kitchen (e.g., cinnamon raisin soufflé,
spinach quiche, apple harvest pancakes, roasted potatoes).

The dining room presents with gorgeous dark wood
floors, intimate seating, and elegant place settings. Each
room has been uniquely decorated by the owners.
Jeffrey has an incredible eye for fabric projects. Mary
Mitchell’s room is an excellent example of his work, but
there is fashion flare and a room type to fit most
everyone’s desire.

In addition to its lovely interiors, the romance packages
are an absolute hit. You’ll find packages as low as $279
(and that includes a room night), but the crème de la
crème is the Spa Romance. At just $629, wow your
sweetheart with a 2-night stay, chilled sparkling cider
and chocolate covered-strawberries upon arrival; rose
petals thoughtfully scattered about; 2 in-room
massages; breakfast in bed; and more!
Guests and passer-byers alike love the seasonally lush
courtyard with jasmine gone wild and an impressive
collection of romantic cherub statuary, making it the
perfect wedding venue. Over the years, many happy
couples have begun their married life by exchanging
their vows here. The very popular Simple Yet Elegant
elopement/vows renewal package (just $199) includes a
private ceremony in the jasmine-covered arbor,
background music accompanied by a softly-trickling
water fountain, a small cake, and a sparkling toast.

You’ll definitely want to sign out the complimentary
bicycles and hit the town, or, head off the beaten track
for a more “locals” tour of St. Augustine. The
architectural finds on the south end of Marine and
Charlotte streets and into Lincolnville will leave you
breathless.

Another great ride is to Water Street, which
bottoms out at the Mission where you can tie up your
bikes, lie on the grassy bank in the shade, and watch
for dolphins!

So whether you have a budding romance, one that
needs some maintenance, or just desire a get-away
that isn’t too far away, a trip to St. Augustine with a
night or two at Casa de Solana will be time and money
well spent!. View photos of Casa’s rooms and
all-inclusive packages at www.CasadeSolana.com
or just call 904.824.3555!
AMENITIES: Bicycles; daily social; wireless
internet; parking; whirlpool tubs, electric fireplaces,
mini fridges; in-room massages; private out-door
seating; signature gourmet breakfast (vegetarian
option with advance request); stay-over service;
room rate discounts; awesome packages that include
room rates.
RATES: $119 to $279
CURRENT SPECIALS
- Stay 2 nights Sunday thru Thursday, 50% off 2nd
night OR 3 nights, 3rd night free!
- Stay Friday and Saturday at regular rate, add
Thursday or Sunday free!

The Prince Murat House
of the Dow Musuem of Historic Houses

One City Block ~ 400 Years of History

Nestled in historic St. Augustine between the streets of Cordova and St. George sits one city block containing more than 400 years of
St. Augustine history. The Dow Musuem of Historic Houses is made up of nine historic homes, dating from 1790 to 1910, as well as
the collections of museum benefactor Kenneth Worcester Dow.
Among the courtyards and gardens, you can view archaeological records of a sixteenth-century hospital and cemetery, an 18th century
Spanish Colonial defense line, and the site of the reading of the Emancipation Proclamation which freed all of the slaves in Florida.

As one of the oldest surviving Colonial structures in St.
Augustine, the Prince Murat House is the oldest house on the
Dow Museum property. It is named after its most famous
occupant, Prince Achille Murat. A nephew of Napoleon
Bonaparte, Prince Murat was also the Crown Prince of Naples
in Italy. When he moved to America in 1824, Prince Murat
resided in this dwelling for several months before relocating to
Tallahassee. It was there where he became involved in farming
and politics. He would later marry, Catherine Gray, the greatgrandniece of George Washington, and through the marriage
she became the first American-born princess.
The Prince Murat house was purchased by Kenneth Dow in
1940. It was the first house he acquired on the property. Mr.
Dow furnished the home with Napoleonic antiques.

Dow Musuem of Historic Houses
149 Cordova Street
St. Augustine, FL 32084
904-823-9722

Picture Perfect
By Karen Hillman
you could not view the photograph as soon you
shot it like you can with today's digital cameras.
I always knew when I captured the image I
imagined, and I could hardly wait to develop
the film!

My love of photography began at the age of 13.
My first job was at a local antique store in
Maryland. I would ride my bike across the
neighborhood with my bagged lunch 3 times a
week, and step into a place of pure bliss. I
thought I was in heaven, gently moving aside
the vintage treasures as I carefully dusted.
Each time I was there, I was drawn to a large
box which held a huge assortment of hand
colored black and white postcards. I couldn't
help but want to look at each and every one of
them. I was enchanted by how beautiful the
images were colored. It made them look more
like miniature paintings than photographs.
It was then that I fell in love with the aspect of
photography. I dreamed about how I could
capture and recreate this same type of look.
I was excited and decided to research this
photographic medium.
I learned that these photographs from years
past were shot in black and white, and then
colored by hand using photo dyes or oils. The
popularity of hand colored photos peaked in the
early 1900's, but fell from their standing due to
the invention of color film in 1935.
I began taking some beginner photography
classes and knew I had found my niche. I
searched and found a course which taught the
basics of hand colored portraits and by the end
of the class, I knew my destiny!
I started a collection of vintage and romantic
clothing to use in my portrait sessions. It was
the birth of my own children that really set my
career into motion. A location and image
would come to my mind, and I'd pack up my
little ones and take them into a gorgeous field,
or to the beach and bring my vision to life.
I remember showing 2 of my friends some of
these images and they hired me to photograph
their children. It was those 2 friends who told 2
more friends, etc. and before I knew it, I was
photographing babies, children, families and
magazine covers and my business was born!
At this time, I was photographing with a 35 mm
camera and true black and white film . I would
shoot the same image on different settings...

After the session, I would edit and choose the
best shots. I printed them on a fiber base paper
and would sit with my photographic pencils and
oils and bring to life a whole new look. Hand
coloring makes the subjects seem dimensional,
and changes the entire portrait.
Advancements in technology brought to life the
digital camera but I was still shooting true film
several years after the digital format was
introduced. I felt and still do feel, there will
always be something more richer and capturing
about true film. I have stepped into the digital
world, but my main passion will always be the
dying art of black and white portraits colored by
hand, not in photoshop on the computer.
I consider it a blessing and a privelage that I
have been able to do what I love most in life,
and for it to have become a flourishing
business. I have a line of hand embellished
greeting cards featuring my photos which are
carried in stores around the country, and also
create one of a kind art collages using my
images.
I recently visited a clients home whose children
and family I have been photographing for about
15 years.
She had mentioned to me many times that she
wished for me to come to her house and view
her "Karen Hillman Gallery." I had some photos
to deliver to her, and I was in her area, so I
decided I would go to her house to see what
she was speaking of.
I arrived and she led me into her amazing home
and right there, my eyes welled with happy
tears.
The entire entry way and stair way walls were
covered
with
my
beautifully
framed
photographs. It filled my heart with joy to
realize that her daughter who was 6 months old
the first time I photographed her was now 15,
and that truly, all of these photographs I took
are a history in the lives of this family. The hand
painted images have an heirloom type quality
and are something I see being cherished not
only by them, but by future generations within
their family.
I have a favorite quote by the amazing
photographer Ansel Adams who said "You
don't take a photograph, you make it..." I shall
remain true to this quote as I blissfully continue
on this path of being a visual artist whose goal
is to capture "picture perfect" moments in time.

Pure Salvage Building

Brad Kittel, founder and owner of Tiny Texas houses inspiring
motto of “Pure Salvage Building,” is a beautiful example of
salvaging vintage materials.
His company, Tiny Texas Houses creates custom hand-crafted
Tiny Houses. Accomplishing an extraordinary goal to create
custom homes from 99% of pure salvaged materials. That
means that everything from the doors, floors, windows,
lumber, porch posts, glass, door hardware, and even the siding
has been saved and re-used to create houses that he hopes will
last for a century or more.
Each of his custom, hand-crafted Tiny Texas House is a unique
piece of art that will last for the rest of their owner’s lives, and
for generations to come.

TINY TEXAS HOUSES
“Building the Future with the Past”

We’ve chosen Brad Kittel,
founder and owner of “Tiny
Texas Houses,” to be our favorite
business for recycling this month.
We love his passion for taking
building materials from the past
and upcycling them into homes
that are a true piece of art. Visit
his website, Tinytexashouse.com
to see more of his incredible tiny
houses.

Best
Recycling
Pure Salvage

RE-HARVEST

Tiny Texas Houses is taking advantage of the
tons of vintage materials waiting at our fingertips
to be re-harvested. With some imagination and
“simple human energy” they are salvaging quality
materials and building energy efficient tiny
houses.

Forget- Me- Not Chapel
Tiny Texas Houses also creates one-ofa-kind chapels and special retreats.
The attention to detail, vintage materials
and craftmanship are exceptional.

Tiny Texas Houses
20501 E Interstate 10
Luling, Texas 78648-3704
830- 875-2500
www.tinytexashouses.com

Style on a Budget
Vintage Soul Store
There is a charming store in the heart of Historic
Downtown St. Cloud, Fl... Where Shabby Chic Furniture, Lighting, and Unique Accessories are creatively
styled. Where bedding, pillows & slipcovers are
designed. Where inspiration is everywhere and
where a Vintage Soul is born.

Style...Romantic, Girly meets Anthropology

The brick wall becomes a
beautiful inspiration board.

Debbie, owner of the Vintage Soul Store shares with Vintage Finds her passion for styling
romantic spaces on a budget. It’s early Saturday morning, we’re so excited to see this
sweet little shop that we have heard so much about.
The style of the Vintage Soul is romantic, very girly meets Anthropology. A white wash
of paint on the brick wall softens the space and make the walls a huge canvas of inspiration.

Vintage quality furniture, makes a big

impact.

It’s all in the details...

Vintage Soul Store
1020 New York Avenue
Saint Cloud, Florida 34769
407-791-9847

Little touches go a long way.
Antique bottles sit on
distressed books that have been tied with twine.
Handcrafted earings hang from the bottles.

Distress, Embellish & buy what you LOVE...

Debbie styles her store to perfection with small details throughout. The furniture and walls are adorned with inexpensive
accessories.. Dressers have been sanded to reveal a timeworn look, glass knobs added to give a delicate touch. Chairs are chosen
with rich fabrics and handcarved accents. Debbie says when styling your own space, choose large quality pieces of furniture, buy the
best you can afford. These will make a bold statement. Then fill in with all the details, they are easy to find and inexpensive. Shop
flea markets, thrift shops, and tag sales to find lamps, books, art, etc. Buy what you love to make your space you own.

Put your heart and soul
into your dreams,
they will come true…

http://vintagesoul1020.typepad.com

ANTIQUE TRAVELS
Share your antique travels with Vintage Finds Magazine….contact us at email@ThriftHappy.com.
Orlando resident and Vintage Finds Reader, Sue Farash
writes in to share her antique travels.

Thank you for sharing, Sue!
Hi Kathy,
I'm home!!
It takes me a few days to get back on track...
I love the magazine!!! My friend let me read hers as
soon as I got home. I'm ordering mine today!! Thank
you so much!!! You are doing a great job!!
It was a good trip, as usual I always wish I had taken
more pictures. I went to the Vintage Whites Market, it's
small compared to Fancy Flea but they do a great job.
I'm sending you a few pictures.

My treasures I found at VWM...note the
chalkboard, it's the end of an old baby crib!!

I'm going back the first week of Sept for an amazing
destination wedding near Glacier Park in an amazing
private lodge, no brag just fact...hehe
It's crazy because I went to high school here in Orlando
with the mother of the bride 40 years ago!!! It's a vintage
eclectic western wedding.... Actually she is renting the
white truck from Vintage Whites Market and they are
making the 11 wedding cakes!!! They have asked me to
help set up!!! I'm so excited!!
Anyway, here are a few pictures...
Also I'm going to send you some shops in the Montana
area to add to your magazine.
Thank you so much for doing all you do!!
Sue

Pink Salvage Gallery
154 south Madison
Spokane Washington 99201
509 474 1235
Wed-Sat 10-4
Station 8
38 hwy 2
Columbia Falls MT
Tue-Sat 930-530
406892 1123

Vintage Whites Market
269 Burns Street
Somers, MT 59932
406 270 2712

Vintiquities
100 Boon Road
Somers, MT
406 857 3195
Thurs-Mon 10-5

Shop Local this Holiday Season

Support your local small business owners
Free Listing
Antique, Consignment,
Thrift Shops, Flea Markets
and Vintage Artists.

Quality Resale Directory

www.ThriftHappy.com

Antiques, Primitives, Collectibles, Toys, Trains, Furniture,
Shabby Chic, Stained & Leaded Glass, Vintage Jewelry and
MORE…
119 Geneva Dr., Oviedo, FL 32765
Ph: 407-366-7705 - www.thecoopantiques.com
Facebook – The Coop Antiques
**mention this ad and receive 10% off your entire purchase**

It’s All Good Consignment

It’s All Good Consignment
1224 SE 47th Street
Cape Coral, Fl 33904
239-839-8632
itsallgoodcb@gmail.com

Prepared by MagCloud for Kathy Gonzalez. Get more at thrifthappy.magcloud.com.

