On May 4, more than 200 CBA graduates (both bachelor’s and master’s level) crossed the stage at the UNO Sapp Fieldhouse with 2,000 guests and family members in
attendance. Inclement weather forced each college’s commencement ceremony indoors. Despite the weather, graduates and guests enjoyed themselves at the reception in
Mammel Hall before and after the ceremony. CBA’s graduation speakers included Supriya Giri (BSBA 2013), Andres Torres (MBA 2013), and Dan Kinsella (BSBA 1997).

More than 200 students and members of the business
community from the Omaha area and beyond
attended CBA’s economics conference “China’s
Sustainable Growth: Challenges and Opportunities”
on May 17. Introductory remarks were made by
Ronald Roskens, former president of the University
of Nebraska and administrator of the United States
Agency for International Development (USAID); and
Mogens Bay, chairman and CEO of Valmont
Dean Pol providing welcome remarks
Industries. Both Bay and Roskens have direct ties to
to conference attendees, who filled the
China—Roskens was instrumental in developing
Schmid Auditorium to capacity.
faculty and students exchanges between the NU
system and China starting in the 1980s, while Bay lived in Beijing from 1974-1979 and
continues to do business there. Keynote speakers included Yining Li, considered one of the
most influential Chinese economists and one of the first to embrace Western economics in
Asia; and James Mirrlees, 1996 Nobel laureate in economics and emeritus professor at
Cambridge University. Following his remarks, Mirrlees was
presented with the Beacon of Ethics Award from the Greater
Omaha Alliance for Business Ethics. Other acclaimed speakers
covering such diverse topics as China’s urbanization,
international economic relationships, debt sustainability, and
social security reforms included Wen Hai, Wei Zhang, Shanli Zhu,
Li Qian, and CBA professor Shuanglin Lin. Two intimate question
and answer sessions with the speakers took place the morning of
Student with James Mirrlees May 18: one for professionals in the business community and one
at the student-only Q &A
for interested students. Friday’s conference was covered in great
session on May 18.
detail by the Omaha World-Herald.

MBA students Manas Bharadwaj and Robert LaMagnaReiter, along with IS&T student Felix Burgstaller, were
awarded the Peter Kiewit Student Entrepreneurial Award
at a ceremony in Lincoln, NE on May 1 for their business
plan for STEM-Direct. The award included a $2,500 prize.
STEM-Direct will provide affordable online tutoring to high
school and college students in science, technology,
engineering and math — fields that are widely
acknowledged to be building blocks of a competitive
economy. The enterprise will offer tutoring services made
possible through partnerships with schools, universities, and business. Partners will be
based primarily in Omaha although the students’ business plan can be scaled nationally.
“The team behind STEM-Direct provides an excellent example of how students can
leverage their University of Nebraska education into a product that will serve people in the
state and grow the economy,” said University of Nebraska President James B. Milliken. “I
commend these students for identifying a real need in the market and thinking of a
creative way to meet it.”
This is the second consecutive year CBA students have received the Peter Kiewit
Entrepreneurial Award, with Keith Fix (BSBA 2012) securing the prize last year for his
work on DailyMav.com, among other ventures.
The Lexington, KY Chamber of Commerce visited
Mammel Hall on May 8 as part of their 2013
Leadership Visit. The yearly tour highlights best
practices in communities across the country to
implement in the Lexington area. Omaha was
selected because it is home to five Fortune 500
companies, as well as its industry clusters
including
financial
services,
defense,
transportation and distribution, manufacturing,
and information technology. Watch Lexington
mayor Jim Gray give his opening remarks here.

On May 9, the University of Nebraska at Omaha’s College of
Business Administration celebrated its annual Distinguished Alumni
Achievement Awards. Only 91 of the college’s more than 18,000
alumni have received this
recognition. Honorees for
2013 were (from left in
photo) David
Yates
(BSBA 1985), CEO of
Clearwater
Marine
Aquarium; Sandra J.
Peters (BSBA 1986),
head of the financial
reporting policy group at
the CFA Institute; Hugo Kahn (BSBA 1953), former president of the
Krauss Company; and Nagaraj V. Mylandla (MBA 1988), founder
and CEO of Financial Software & Systems. Awards were distributed
by Dean Pol.
“The success of the four individuals honored at our Distinguished
Alumni Achievement Awards is a source of both inspiration and pride
to the students, faculty, alumni, and friends of the UNO College of
Business Administration,” Pol said. “In the 1940s, our founding dean
John Lucas and a small group of faculty committed themselves to
bringing a first rate business education to the Omaha metro area.
Judging by the careers enjoyed by our earliest graduates, those
efforts were extremely successful. The tradition continues.”

On May 2, CBA hosted an interview of
Warren Buffett by Pattie Sellers of CNN/
Fortune, which was open
exclusively
to
UNO
students and streamed
live on cnn.money.com
The interview marked
Buffett’s first use of
social media—he started
a Twitter account during
the session and tweeted
“W arren is in the house.”
The
interview
was
covered by a multitude of
media outlets including USA Today, the Boston Globe, Scripps,
Bloomberg News, the Wall Street Journal, Fox Business, the
Huffington Post, BBC News, Canada’s the Globe, Australia’s
NewsSpace, and India’s Economic Times. In case you missed
our special edition about CBA’s Berkshire Hathaway activities
earlier this month, click here to download it.

Professors Gina Ligon,
Michael Breazeale, and
Erin Pleggenkuhle-Miles
were awarded Best Paper
at the Consumer Brand
Relationships Conference. The paper, titled “Applying a Marketing
Framework to VEOs: How Notoriety Predicts Performance in Violent
Groups,” was a collaborative effort combining Ligon’s research on
leadership and terrorism, Breazeale’s research on branding, and
Pleggenkuhle-Miles’s work on strategy. The group was awarded
$1,000, which they will divide among the student assistants who
performed coding and data analysis for the paper.

Have great things to share?
Send your news to us at
unocbainfo@unomaha.edu!

