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Profile of the BONGANI ORPHAN CARE Programme by Thelma Simela
Bongani means „be thankful‟

Thelma Simela Programme Coordinator

The Bongani Orphan Care Programme was started in October
1998 as a result of a felt need due to HIV /AIDS within the
church, to show love and care to the growing numbers of
orphans and elderly Caregivers within the Zimbabwe church
and community. The Volunteers were trained on Home Based
Care. This training is based in the African culture of supporting
the family and the saying that it takes a community to raise a
child.

The programme started in Bulawayo with approximately 100 children from poor crowded suburbs.
The number rose as other branches within the UCCSA churches in Matebeleland South and North had
seen the need. The regions are Hope Fountain, Dombodema, Lupane, Inyathi, Tshimali and Zinyangeni.
There are over 5000 children in the programme. This is a true example of a grassroots social initiative that
has a profound effect on the work of the church.
Vision:
We, commit ourselves to personal involvement in a wholistic ministry of caring for and empowering
orphans in our church and community.
Objectives:
1. To create awareness in the congregations and community of the need for community based care in
urban and rural locations.
2. To strengthen the extended family to care for their orphans.
3. To promote and provide loving and Christian care for Orphaned and Vulnerable children.
4. To establish programmes for the Orphaned and Vulnerable children particularly the school leaver.
5. Network with other orphaned and vulnerable children related organisations.
The activities of the programme include: Educational Assistance; Psycho Social Support Training;
Trainings and Workshops; Skills training and Livelihoods and Income Generating Projects.
Bongani continues to help children with school fees, uniforms and stationery, we also have started a Day
Care Centre whereby children under ‗5‘ come to learn and play. Initially this centre was to be a half way
centre for children, especially those whose parents or guardians are sick. For those children who start
school mid-morning, the big brother/sister brings the younger siblings to the centre ,the child is helped
with her/ his homework, they then have a hot meal and proceed to school. We have also had graduation
ceremonies as they proceed to formal school.
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CHILDREN OF BONGANI

Children of Bongani
Thando Ndlovu was eleven years and doing Grade Five when her mother died. With support she did well in her
studies up to Secondary education ‗O‘ Level. She had always wanted to be a teacher. She proceeded and went to a
Teacher Training College where she will be graduating this year. During her attachment she came to our Day Care
Centre to work with the children. We are so proud of her.
Angela Makhalima registered with St John‘s Ambulance and did Red Cross Training for three months. She did well, has
graduated and is working as a Nurse Aid in one of our General Hospitals in Bulawayo. She is continuing to study to
qualify for nurse training.

Bongani would like to see its children being better. We are working:



To improve our Early learning Centre
To reduce vulnerability and dependency syndrome to Caregivers and children through Income Generating
projects.
 To establish Friends of Bongani
 Have a fund for students who are at University and other Institutions.
The organisation will continue in its power to help the children in need; to make our children better citizens; to be the
light of the world. We would like to thank organisations and friends like the United Free Church of Scotland and Common
Global Ministries who have generously contributed to Bongani Orphan Care. We are indeed thankful. May the Lord
bless you all.

Bongani graduation. Thando is second from Right

Angela at graduation
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Zimbabwe was once known as the ―bread basket‖ of Africa. But today Zimbabwe is more known
for its political and economic distress; and has become a symbol of international ridicule. Even after
regaining independence and sovereignty from the United Kingdom in April 1980, Zimbabwe continued to
experience political and tribal ethnic divisions that have lynched hopes of the reconciliation of a truly united
Zimbabwe.
On 16 and 17 March, 2013 a constitutional referendum was held, after being postponed twice since
2011. The new draft Constitution was approved by the majority of voters and signed into law by President
Mugabe on May 22. Many are hopeful that the new Constitution, which puts checks on presidential powers,
and among other things proposes the establishment of a Human Rights Commission will pave the way for
more peaceful elections in July this year with possible political change. However, the arrests and detention
of journalists and activists during the referendum vote does not inspire much confidence.
Despite these fearful times many churches, individuals and civil society organisations in Zimbabwe
remain faithful and resilient; and continue to work towards a peaceful and just Zimbabwe. Organisations
like the Ecumenical Church Leaders Forum (ECLF) continue to promote training and workshops in
mediation and conflict resolution to build peace and reconciliation. UCCSA local churches in Zimbabwe
continue to serve their communities‘ spiritual and material needs despite themselves being held captive by
the fear that pervades the society.
Renowned activist and human rights lawyer Beatrice Mtetwa continues to work towards promotion
of the rule of law and justice in Zimbabwe despite arrest, detention and beatings by Zimbabwean police.
Beatrice was recently arrested on March 17, 2013 and subsequently released on bail on March 25, 2013.
Beatrice speaking at the showing of the documentary film project ‗Beatrice Mtetwa and the Rule of Law‘*
when asked if there was any reason to hope for Zimbabwe said:

So we urge churches and individuals to commit themselves to:
 Pray for a peaceful, honest and transparent upcoming national elections;
 Provide palliative and moral support for the people of Zimbabwe;
 Extend hospitality to those who have been displaced; and
 Covenant to pursue this issue of justice until Zimbabwe has a legitimate government.
* On May 17, 2013 the Open Society Initiative for Southern Africa (OSISA: http://www.osisa.org/) screened the „Beatrice
Mtetwa and the Rule of Law‟ documentary film at its offices in Johannesburg, South Africa. The film documents the
remarkable work of human rights lawyer Beatrice Mtetwa‟s over the past thirty years and analyses what has become of the
rule of law in Zimbabwe.The film is co-produced by Lori Conway, a Boston filmmaker, and Zimbabwean film maker Hopewell
Chin‟Ono.
For more information about the documentary film project and a trailer of the film visit:

http://ruleoflawfilmproject.com.
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MY LIFE STORY* by Reverend Methius Moyo

Reverend Methius Moyo Before and After Surgery

I was born on 11 March 1970 in Nyaki, Zimbabwe, a third child in a family of nine. Since the two
older children have died I became the eldest of the children who were left behind. I was bon a normal and
healthy child, but the course of my life changed when I became disabled in April 1976 at the age of 6 years.
Since I was very young at the time I only remember that the accident happened on a Sunday afternoon. I was
sitting beside a fire outside of the kitchen with my sister who was two years older than me. There was a big
three legged pot on the fire. My parents had gone to work in the field. My sister was in the kitchen when I
landed in the fire. It seems like some force had pushed me into the fire and I landed with my head under the
pot. My sister returned and pulled me from the fire in which I had laid for some time. She left me and ran to
call my parents from the field.
What happened from there I do not know. I only came to my senses again in the hospital after three
months and could not figure where I was. I remained in hospital for more than a year, after which I was
discharged, still in pain and badly scarred. My scalp was badly burnt, as was the left side of my face and neck
and my chest, I had lost my left eye and ear. My chin and mouth were badly distorted. My parents tried
traditional herbs but I never got healed. At the age of eleven I went to school with some of my wounds still
festering. By the age of fifteen my wounds had finally healed, but I remained deep conscious of my deformed
head and face.
One question that haunted me was why the so called loving God allowed this to happen to me. At the age of
eleven I started searching for this God so that I could be given a chance to make my complaint before Him. At the age
of sixteen I accepted Christ as my personal Saviour and Lord, but I still had many unanswered questions. I wondered
whether I would be accepted, despite my disabilities and deformities by the community of faith. When the call to
ministry came, I resisted it for more than five years. I doubted whether a disabled person like me could be a minister
and be accepted by the people to whom I may have to minister. When I was still battling with this doubt God‘s word
continually spoke to me ―My grace is sufficient for you.‖ When I discovered that I could not escape this voice, I gave in
and I had peace of mind.
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That ministers‘ convention was touched by my story and a collection was taken up to start a fun from which
reconstructive surgery would be performed on me. The General Secretary then and I consulted a plastic surgeon at
Milpark Hospital who advised us to join a medical scheme for a year after which he would undertake the surgery.
The surgical operations have started and are continuing. I have thus far had seven operations. I experience much
pain, but am consoled by the thought that pain is temporary while joy is eternal. I have come to understand that
there is no glory without pain. I have been given new hope and I praise God for it. There are many good Samaritans
in the UCCSA family who keep supporting me. As church we indeed show our faith by what we do, and this reality
has strengthened my faith in the mercy of God and the kindness of people. I write this in an effort to express my
indescribable gratitude once again to everyone who had helped, who has contributed, who has prayed, and has
encouraged me in this battle toward a better life. I seek your continued prayers and financial support as I seek to
continue my surgical procedures this year.
*First published in the UCCSA „Congregational Chronicle‟, February 2008 and reprinted with the permission of Rev Moyo.
UCCSA has established the Methius Moyo fund and seeks your financial support to Rev Moyo as he continues to seek
continued medical attention in South Africa. Please contact the UCCSA Central Office to pledge your support.

ISILILO MANYANO BOMME- SA SYNOD CENTRAL REGION 45th Conference
By Rose-Girl Mcopela
Isililo Manyano Bomme (IMB) is the women‘s organisation that was founded by Mrs NJ Gobhozi of KZN
who was also the 1st President from 1912 – 1925. It is the women‘s organisation made of women‘s
fellowship of the American Board, CUSA, London Mission and the Disciples of Christ which eventually
came together and formed what is now known as Isililo Manyano Bomme in 1968. The formation of the
IMB was not an easy exercise but it happened through the mighty name of Jesus Christ and peace
prevailed, because they had to agree to change their uniforms and agreed to one that will be worn by the
United Congregational Church. Since then this organisation has grown from strength to strength.
We are the women‘s organisation that seeks to carry out the mandate of the SA Synod which is
composed of the various circuits in the region. The main objective of this organisation is to proclaim the
kingdom of God and to win souls for Christ. It is to encourage the spirit of ecumenism amongst other
churches and mostly to spearhead outreach and socio-economic development programmes with but not
limited to the region.
Leadership
The current leadership for 2013 – 2014 is:
 President Mrs Rose-Girl Mcopela
 Vice President – Mrs Mpho Mooketsi
 Secretary – Mrs Dudu Makalima
 Vice Secretary – Mrs Centy Cindi
 Treasurer – Ms Dudu Mokoa
 Additional Members – Ms J Tau, Ms J Zonele and Ms P Skosana
 Ex-Officio Members – all the Minister‘s Spouses
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45th Conference and Annual General Meeting

We had our 45th annual general meeting from the 25th -28th April in one of our regional circuit Donhill in
Polokwane which was formally known as Pietersburg. The theme of the conference was “The Christ who
makes things happen” taken from Psalm 77, this saw women of different cultural diversity come
together under one umbrella to worship, praise and discuss issues that pertains to the organisation in Jesus
Name. We were blessed with the presence of the Synod Secretary Rev Thulani Ndlazi who spoke strongly
about organisations having objectives and striving to build the churches that are in ruins, his message to the
women was very challenging. The Presidential address touched on social issues of unemployment, abuse
against women and children, the scourge of rape that sees grandmothers and children being victims of rape
every day. The message was “it is not enough to be aware of these challenges but that there is a
need to consciously, collectively overcome and eradicate these social ills”. The Moderator
Reverend Arends gave us a moving sermon on Sunday on the last day of the conference. Indeed we are
serving “the Christ who makes things happen”.

Achievements
 After years of struggling to have our very own constitution this conference saw us signing our very 1st
constitution and the financial policy document. This was made possible with the help of the Ministers,
Ex-Officio‘s and the members at large, to God be the Glory.
 We took a stand that from now on half of our fundraising during the conference will go towards
Ministry and Mission fund and this will be topped up with the R6000 that we use to channel to four
circuits per annum towards their outreach programmes.
 We continue with the contribution of R2000 per annum to each of our retired Minister‘s and
Spouses. The beneficiaries are Rev J Dlamini-Joseph Wing, Mrs N Ndayi-Klerksdorp, Mrs Kehositse –
Wolmaranstad and Mrs Tumishi- Donhill. We are responding to the call and the theme of the
UCCSA which says “Christ is calling us, participating in suffering and struggle”.

SA Synod Secretary Rev T Ndlazi with ministers and members of IMB

IMB Conference Donhill Circuit
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Ministry and Mission Fund- Part Two
In the April issue of the Newsletter we shared background information regarding the Ministry and
Mission Fund and how you can get involved in the plan to generate mission resources. In this issue we
conclude the information update with the principles and benefits of the Ministry and Mission Fund.
1. PRINCIPLES
What Principles will guide the operation of the Ministry and Mission Fund?
I.

Priesthood of all believers. The aim is to equip all God‘s people for ministry and mission
including ministers, layworkers and church employees. Ephesians 4:11-13.

II.

Stewardship and Giving. The whole Church (individually and collectively) will give and share
in mission and ministry. See 2 Corinthians 8.

III.

God‟s Mission. The aim is to create opportunities to discover, discern, respond and reflect on
God‘s mission. Luke 4:14-19; Eph 1: 9-10.

IV.

Continuous Evaluation of programs and actions for implementation by the Assembly
Investments Committee.

2. BENEFITS OF THE MINISTRY & MISSION FUND
Who benefits from the Ministry and Mission Fund?


Church Workers
o Provide a just salary or stipend, housing/allowance, medical aid and pension for serving
Ministers.

o Provide financial support for Retired Ministers and their spouses.
o Pay just and adequate salaries and wages to church workers and church employees.


Local Church
o Provide support for specialized contextual Ministries e.g. Music, Children, HIV-AIDS etc.

o Support for skills development for contextual ministries Skills development for contextual
ministry
o Fair assessment of contribution and provision of resources according to means and need
to ministry and mission according to resources and need


Community
o Expand ministry profile and community service to: Youth, Women, University Students,
Refugees etc.
o Respond to the spiritual, social and economic needs of communities



Members:

o Receives professional and quality ministry and pastoral care.
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MUSEUM OPENED AT PNIEL

Submitted by Janine Myburgh

The village of Pniël was established in 1843 as a mission station for the freed slaves who worked on
the surrounding farms. Thus came into being the nearest mission station to Cape Town and one of the few
remaining historical areas within a specific geographical boundary where the freed slaves built their houses
and worked the lands. Today the Pniël Congregational church, only church in the village with close to 3000
congregants, still play an important role in the lives of people and also a major part in the preserving of a
very rich heritage. After more than a century of self-governance, the village now forms part of the
Stellenbosch Municipality, 10 km away - Franschhoek to the north and Paarl ±10 km away.
The village is situated in the bosom of Simonsberg Mountain that watches over a history of slavery,
but also of a people that struggled for freedom through hard work, faith and education. Today the narrow
streets, beautiful oaks and old buildings are part of a heritage that never fails to captivate and enchant visitors
to the village.
Over the past few years the church has put in a tremendous effort to make people aware of this
unique heritage by erecting a few monuments on the historic Werf area. Monuments like the Slave Memorial
erected in 1993 to commemorate the emancipation of slaves in 1838, the Slave Bell and the Ubuntu
Monument that was commissioned by the National Heritage Council and unveiled by Dr Kenneth Kaunda,
tells of this rich history.
The following logical step then was the establishment of a heritage site of which a museum was to be
the focus. To this end the church was fortunate to have obtained the services of the renowned Prof Mathilda
Burden, Senior Curator and Researcher, Cultural Heritage at the University of Stellenbosch. With her
assistance and support the Pniël Museum was officially opened on the 18th of May 2013, which is some 175
years after the abolition of slavery in 1838. The Museum was officially opened by Rev Thulani Ndlazi,
Secretary of the Synod of South Africa and the Rev Leon Klate - resident minister of the Pniël
Congregational church and Moderator of the Peninsula Regional Council.
The establishment of a museum in Pniël is a long awaited dream and an ideal that has been nurtured
over a very long time. Because of this, plans to sustain such an undertaking also developed over time. The
last hurdle was the lack of an appropriate venue. The museum will now be housed in the old Manse, the
former homestead of Papiere Molen, the farm on which Pniël was founded. This building was built in the
1700‘s and was used as residence to the local minister from 1843 - 2010. The fact that the building will now
be used as a museum will thus also assure that the building will be better protected in its historic
surroundings.
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PNIEL PHOTO GALLERY

Pniël Congregational Church

MONUMENTS

The Freedom Monument: unveiled 1993

Ubuntu monument unveiled by Dr
Kenneth Kaunda

The Pniël Museum is managed and administered by the Pniël Heritage and Cultural Trust. To contact the
museum telephone 021 885 1094 or mobile: 0833247691 or you can e-mail Trustee MJ Cyster at
cystermj@telkomsa.net.
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FIVE YEARS IS NOT A CHILD‟S LIFETIME

“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who
sent me.” (Mark 9:37 ESV)
On the fifth day of the fifth month of 2013 (May 5), was marked as Survive 5 Day. Survive 5 Day is a
day to remind ourselves, our neighbours and our governments of the need to save lives.
Whenever and wherever a child is born it is a moment of joy—a time of hope and celebration that is relived every year on their birthday. So it is indeed heart-breaking that every year close to two million of
these children die on the day they are born. Four million die without even celebrating their first birthday.
Each one of these deaths is needless, painful and most of all preventable.
Surviving until age five is a struggle for many, but over the last two decades, together we have succeeded in
bringing down child deaths from 12 million to a little less than 7 million. This is still not enough. We must
keep reminding governments of the need to keep their promises and focus on two critical areas—improving
nutrition and preventing the major killers of children.
Every day, 19,000 children around the world are dying for reasons that could be prevented with medicine
and information that we have. They are dying due to reasons like pneumonia, diarrhoea, malaria,
complications during and before birth, and infections suffered by new-born babies.
Oral rehydration salts and zinc can prevent death from diarrhoea; antibiotics can save children suffering from
pneumonia; bednets can help prevent malaria; skilled birth attendants can help prevent birth complications.
Clean water and good nutrition for children and pregnant women and breastfeeding for the first six months
of a child‘s life are also needed. Millions fewer children are dying preventable deaths now than 20 years ago,
but we all know that even one death is too many. By speaking out against unjust systems that prevent
people from being healthy, we can all help save children‘s lives.
What you can do?
May 5 has passed but you can still join in marking Survive 5 Day by doing a few simple activities:
 Pray – Ask God to protect the lives of those who are most precious—our children. Ask Him to
move the hearts of those in power, to remind them that they have the ability to save lives, and to
hold them to account.
 Speak out – Join with members of your church or community in engaging creatively with the campaign
by uploading a ―5‖ inspired picture to the Survive 5 Facebook gallery at
http://www.facebook.com/childhealthnow.
 Join the global movement – take part in World Vision‘s global Child Health Now campaign. Sign up
online at www.childhealthnow.org/survive5day.
The Child Health Now Campaign of World Vision International is supported by World Vision South Africa. World
Vision International is a Christian relief, development and advocacy organisation dedicated to working with children,
families and communities to overcome poverty and injustice. For more information see: http://www.wvi.org/.
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BIBLE STUDY *
Read Luke 13:10-17 NIV
Jesus Heals a Crippled Woman on the Sabbath
On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, 11 and a woman was there
who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not
straighten up at all. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, “Woman,
you are set free from your infirmity.” 13 Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she
straightened up and praised God.
10

Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue leader said to the
people, “There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the
Sabbath.”
14

The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath untie your
ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? 16 Then should not this woman, a
daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on
the Sabbath day from what bound her?”
15

When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were delighted with
all the wonderful things he was doing.
17

NOTES
The synagogue ruler is surprisingly cold-hearted and bureaucratic in his response to the
miracle of the healing of this woman who had been crippled for 18 years. His focus was on
preserving a legal system that had become inflexible and blind to both the true needs of its
people and to miracles and innovation. The observation of the Sabbath had become,
through this inflexible legal system, not a way for the people to relate to God, but a yoke
on their shoulders. Because of this, the leader was blind to the true needs of his people.
Jesus’s healing of this long-suffering woman is truly a miracle, but it is more than that – Jesus
sends a message not only to the authorities of that era, but one that has resounded
through the centuries since then. He makes a clear statement that we must strive to
change dysfunctional systems that keep people from getting the help they need. This story
is not primarily about Jesus demonstrating temporal power by healing a woman of that era
– it is about his universal and eternal message: that our paradigm and way of seeing the
world should be based on love for our neighbour and that we should push against unjust
systems that get in the way of people caring for each other’s needs.

Think about what injustices are seen in our society or in others that prevent people from
being healthy or having access to healthcare. Give examples.
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A story from UGANDA
Several years ago, ordinary people in communities in Uganda began working together to start talking with health and
government staff about things like number of staff and availability of midwives and medicines in local health clinics.
With the help of an international aid organisation called World Vision, the community members started measuring the
quality of the services that they received. They pressured the authorities to improve services in 17 health clinics in
Uganda. As a result, in the majority of these clinics, there has been an increase of between one and 12 staff and
several clinics have appointed midwives. In some clinics, the monthly attendance of women coming in for their
pregnancies has more than doubled. This has led to a decline in child deaths in these areas.
John Willy Mungoma, a health education promoter in the Tororo District, said, “Politician--at times they come and talk
fast … we … act on what they have told us, but now as communities also raised their voices ... it was a combination
of forces, so it .. forced us to [recruit more staff].”

Charles Wamala, Mpigi District Assistant Chief Administrative Officer, said, “There was a lot of pressure on the
district, including from the politicians and the Health Management Committee of the facility. The dialogue was that
we [were not acting on the] needs of the community members.”
David Wambura, Mbale District Chief Administrative Officer said, “All of us are on our toes now. We are under
pressure to deliver and if we don‟t, we have to explain why. We are waking up. We have taken them [the
community] for granted for a long time.”
Because people in the communities decided to stop being silent, because they decided to learn about their rights and
to start talking to the authorities about their rights, they were able to make sure that the government provided
adequate health services. This means better care for children and increased opportunity for children to survive the first
five years of life.
QUESTIONS
 What are the systems, paradigms or traditions that were keeping the people in this article from
getting the healthcare they needed?
 How did the people come together to solve these issues?
 How did their actions reflect those of Jesus?
 What can you, your family, your friends and neighbours and community do to change unjust systems
that are keeping people from being healthy?
Prayer
» PRAY FOR OPPORTUNITIES to reach out to those who are desperately seeking Jesus.
» PRAY FOR THE FAITH to stand up and believe that change can happen in your own life and in the lives of
others.
» PRAY FOR CHANGE in the lives of people who are without hope and for change in the situations around
the world that seem hopeless.
*This Bible Study is part of World Vision‟s church resources pack for the Child Health Now campaign:
www.childhealthnow.org/survive5day
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NEWS BRIEFS

Construction continues for the Petrusville Building project. On May 5, 2013 members of the South Africa
Synod Broederband travelled to Petrusville to continue the construction work to erect a place of worship for the
Petrusville United congregational church. The team was well received by the members of the Petrusville Congregation.
The project of erecting a place of worship for the Petrusville UCC is a UCCSA project, managed by the SA
Broederband. This idea came into being after the UCCSA Officers visited the area and discovered the need for a
church building. A fundraising drive was held and Phase 1 of the project was concluded in 2012. This included the
laying of the foundation, building the walls and laying of the concrete slab for the floor. The main purpose of the
recent visit was to start the preparation work for phase 2. This phase will include the continuation in building of the
walls as well as fitting the window and door frames. The building has begun to show signs of progress. The
Broaderband is grateful for the donations and gifts towards the building project from Broaderband, individuals and
local churches; and requests continued support towards completion of the projection. (Report by Brian Norris, SA
Synod Broaderband Petrusville Building Project Committee)

General Secretary makes pastoral visits to Pniël
Congregational Church. Rev Dibeela met with members and
shared in worship for Pentecost Sunday at Pniël. Pniël celebrates
its 170th church anniversary this year. The General Secretary
also made a pastoral visit to Gleemoor Congregational Church
on Saturday May 17th .
At left Rev Dibeela with the minister and members of the Pniel
Congregational Church.
Officers visit KwaZulu-Natal- The General Secretary and President visited the ministers in KZN at Durban. They
also visited the House of Formation in Pietermaritzburg, the Seth Mokitime Seminary and Inanda Seminary. Whilst
there they met with the board and Principal of Inanda, the Principal and academic staff at SMMS, and the General
Secretary preached at a service of worship at the HoF. The Officers were accompanied by Rev Thulani Ndlazi, SA
Synod Secretary and Rev. Alistair Arends, SA Synod Chairman.
Editor’s Note & Corrections: The April issue of the Newsletter- (1) incorrectly cited Zimbabwe Day as celebrated
on March 18 instead of April 18; (2) incorrectly captioned pictures from the Kliptown Congregational Church
outreach as Kliptown instead of Kliprivier Congregational Church. We apologize for the errors.

UCCSA NEWSLETTER

PAGE 14

A VACANCY IN PASTORATE EXISTS AT

Edwards Memorial Congregational Church – New Brighton,
Port Elizabeth – Algoa Regional Council of UCCSA
Applications are invited for the position as set out below:
Consideration will be given to candidates who:

1. Conform to the educational standards as required by the United Congregational Church of Southern
Africa (UCCSA);
2. Have a passion for Jesus Christ and His Church;
3. Are enthusiastic about the People of God and be steeped in the Word and Prayer;
4. Provide Pastoral care to membership;
5. Lead traditional and contemporary worship services;
6. Encourage Ministry to Children, Youth, and Church growth;
7. Co-ordinate implementation of leadership and development activities;
8. Be actively involved in Regional Council activities;
9. Facilitate the activities of organizations within the local Church;
10. Show a keen interest and involvement in Church activities and Church organizations;
11. Candidates must be fluent in English and Xhosa, have a valid driver‘s licence and have accredited
qualifications as required by the UCCSA.
12. Must be a Marriage Officer.
13. Housing (Manse) is available and will be provided.
Applications with a detailed curriculum vitae, should reach the Church Secretary by no later
than 30th July 2013.
Please provide two (2) references with contact details. A profile of the Church is obtainable from the
Church Secretary. All applicants will be treated confidentially.
Please address your application to:
The Secretary
Edwards Memorial Congregational Church
P.O Box 1113
Port Elizabeth
6001
For more information please contact the Church Secretary on the following contact details:
Mr. Sipho Matiwane
(041) 458 5006 (H)
073 515 7139 (C)
E-mail: Edwards.uccsa@gmail.com
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PRAY WITH US
Grant us, Lord God, a vision of our world as only
your love can make it:
A world where the vulnerable are protected,
Where the hungry can eat their fill,
Where the oppressed find comfort and rest,
And where the poor have the same chances as the
rich
Please give us courage to stand up and work for a
better world,
And help us to make it a place where peace is
built with justice,
And justice guided by your love
Amen.

Remember to pray for:
 Pray for a peaceful, honest and transparent
upcoming national elections in Zimbabwe
 Pray for a continued reduction in child
mortality rates and a global will to end the
suffering of children.
 Pray for students in ministry throughout
the UCCSA.
 Pray for the Assembly Planning Committee
and remember the special prayer days for
Assembly on June 2, July 7 and August 4.

If you would like to submit a prayer request for
publication please write to us at UCCSA
P.O. Box 96014, Brixton, 2019,
Johannesburg, South Africa or send us an
e-mail at tellus.uccsa@gmail.com.
“The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and
effective” James 5:16.

Prayer changes things!

Have you resolved to read and study your Bible
more this year? We encourage you to search the
scriptures daily. Daily devotionals, Bible reading
and even a daily dose of laughter can enrich your
spiritual practices and nourish your soul.
Here are the Sunday Lectionary readings for June
that you can use for your Bible reading in the new
month.
Sunday, June 02, 2013
Readings:
 1 Kings 18:20-21, (22-29), 30-39 and Psalm 96
 1 Kings 8:22-23, 41-43 and Psalm 96:1-9
 Galatians 1:1-12
 Luke 7:1-10
Sunday, June 09, 2013
Readings:
 1 Kings 17:8-16, (17-24) and Psalm 146
 1 Kings 17:17-24 and Psalm 30
 Galatians 1:11-24
 Luke 7:11-17
Sunday, June 16, 2013
Readings:
 1 Kings 21:1-10, (11-14), 15-21a and Psalm 5:18
 2 Samuel 11:26-12:10, 13-15 and Psalm 32
 Galatians 2:15-21
 Luke 7:36-8:3
Sunday, June 23, 2013
 1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7), 8-15a and Psalm 42 and
43
 Isaiah 65:1-9 and Psalm 22:19-28
 Galatians 3:23-29
 Luke 8:26-39
Sunday, June 30, 2013
 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 and Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20
 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 and Psalm 16
 Galatians 5:1, 13-25
 Luke 9:51-62
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CONTACT US

EVENTS To Remember and Pray For:

Please send all Contributions to:

3-10 June
4-6 June
6 June
16 June
16 June
25 June
28-30

UCCSA
P. O. Box 96014,
Brixton, 2019,
Johannesburg,
South Africa.
Telephone: 011 837 9997
Fax Numbers: 011 837 2570
E-mail: tellus.uccsa@gmail.com

Media Contacts:
Rev Dr. M. Dibeela
The General Secretary:
prince@uccsa.co.za
Rev Alistair Arends
Mission Secretary
revarends@gmail.com
Miss Ayana McCalman
Communications & Justice Advocacy
Officer:
ayana_gy@yahoo.com
Website: www.uccsa.co.za
Facebook: “Congregationalist”

www.facebook.com/Congregationalists
8 Does not wisdom call out?
Does not understanding raise her
voice?
2 At the highest point along the way,
where the paths meet, she takes her
stand;
3 beside the gate leading into the city,
at the entrance, she cries aloud:
4 “To you, O people, I call out;
I raise my voice to all mankind.
Proverbs 8:1-4

AACC Assembly Kampala, Uganda
ATMC Meeting
Zimbabwe Synod Conference
Fathers‘ Day
Day of the African Child
Mozambique Day
Namibia Synod Conference

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Mother‟s Day was marked on May 12. We celebrate our
African mothers and all mothers across the world with a
poem by African Poet Camara Laye of Guinea.
TO MY MOTHER
Black woman, African woman, O mother, I think of you …
O Dâman, O mother,
who carried me on your back, who nursed me,
who governed by first steps,
who opened my eyes to the beauties of the world, I think
of you …
Woman of the fields, woman of the rivers, woman of the
great river, O mother, I think of you …
O Dâman, O mother, who wiped my tears,
who cheered up my heart,
who patiently dealt with my caprices,
how I would love to still be near you.
Simple woman, woman of resignation, O mother, I think of
you.
O Dâman, Dâman of the great family of blacksmiths, my
thoughts are always of you, they accompany me with every
step,
O Dâman, my mother, how I would love to still feel your
warmth,
to be your child that is close to you …
Black woman, African woman, O mother, thank you; thank
you for all that you have done for me, your son, so far
away yet so close to you!

