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Minutes of TSM general assembly on 23 May 2013 – draft subject to approval



Teesside Solidarity Movement

Minutes of general assembly meeting held at 7.00pm on 23 May 2013 in St Mary’s Centre, Middlesbrough

Meeting quorate: List of attendees kept separately

Agenda item



Summary of discussion



Chair for

meeting



Decisions recorded



Action points



Members

responsible



Timescale



Agreed that Jake P chair

meeting.



n/a



Jake P (but

passed to

Damon S later

in meeting)



Meeting



Agenda



Items of business for meeting were

suggested.



Agenda agreed for meeting.



n/a



Jake P



Meeting



Constitution



Steve C reported on special assembly held 19

May 2013, which agreed in principle draft

constitution for TSM.



Agreed to adopt constitution.



All members to be mindful

of TSM’s constitution.



All members



On-going



Constitution signed by

several comrades as

‘founding members’ of

TSM.



Signatories



Meeting



Secretary to publish

constitution on TSM’s

Facebook page.



Steve C



Before next

general

assembly



Nine voted in favour, none

against, three abstained.
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Agenda item



Summary of discussion



Decisions recorded



Action points



Members

responsible



Timescale



Election of

secretary for

TSM



Discussed role of secretary (in addition to

specifics mentioned in constitution),

particularly in relation to servicing general

assembly meetings.



Agreed that TSM’s general

assembly meetings be held on

second and fourth Thursdays of

month, with next one therefore

on 13 June 2013.



Next meeting on 13 June

2013.



Steve C



On-going



Agreed that members should

inform secretary by Monday

before Thursday general

assembly of issues they want

including on agenda.



Members to inform

secretary of any issues for

agenda by Monday 10 June

2013.



All members



10 June 2013



Agreed that agendas for general

meetings be agreed by secretary

with chair/convenor (Lawrie C).



Secretary and

chair/convenor to produce

agenda for next general

assembly meeting.



Steve C and

Lawrie C



10/11 June

2013



Steve C elected as secretary

(eight in favour, none against,

four abstentions).



n/a



Steve C



On-going



Steve C nominated as secretary.

No other candidates nominated.
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Agenda item



Summary of discussion



Decisions recorded



Action points



Members

responsible



Timescale



Counter demo

to EDL’s rally in

Newcastle on

25 May 2013



English Defence League planned to hold rally

in Newcastle on 25 May 2013.



Agreed that TSM attendees meet

up at 12.30pm – half hour prior

to official counter demo’s

assembly time – at location to be

shared among those attending.



Meet up at agreed

assembly point on day of

counter demo.



Damon S to

coordinate



25 May 2013



Reports from

activities



‘Official’ counterdemonstration had been

organised by ‘Newcastle Unites Against the

EDL’ but there was debate about best tactics

for countering EDL, which would likely exploit

memory of soldier killed in Woolwich.



For security reasons,

comrades reminded to be

wary of discussing details

openly on social media.



Discussed TSM members meeting up prior to

Newcastle Unites’ official assembly time.



Comrades advised not to

travel alone and to avoid

wearing/carrying obvious

leftwing apparel/emblems

on way to meeting point.



‘Beat the bedroom tax’ gig: Several

members attended campaign fundraiser gig

at Stockton’s Sun Inn on 18 May 2013. It

raised £178, which was being looked after by

Michael B.



Treasurer to liaise with

Michael B regarding funds.



Education rally: Jake P and Jamie attended

teaching unions’ education rally in Newcastle

previous weekend.



For information.
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n/a



Jeff F
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Agenda item



Bank account

and hardware

fund



Summary of discussion



Decisions recorded



Action points



Members

responsible



Timescale



Jerry Hicks talk: Martin M attended meeting

in Hartlepool addressed by Jerry Hicks, left

candidate who stood for election as general

secretary of Unite. He was touring country

and meeting was being held in London 25

May 2013 to look at building on campaign

successes.



For information.



n/a



People’s Assembly: Jeff F reported People’s

Assembly due to be held in London on 22

June 2013. Should TSM send delegates?



For information.



n/a



Suggested that separate inviolable fund be

established for printing equipment.



Treasurer (Jeff F) mandated to

open bank account on behalf of

TSM.



Treasurer to open TSM

bank account.



Jeff F



Subject to

discussions

with bank



Future

meeting



TSM’s main account needed to be set up first

but demarcated funds could be shown in

accounts.

Web presence



Need to look at how TSM was represented

on web/social media.



Steve C, Lawrie C, Jolande M,

Ben M and Casper W to discuss

how best to develop TSM’s web

presence and bring specific

proposals to future meeting.



Five people named to liaise

and produce proposals for

future meeting.



Steve C,

Lawrie C,

Jolande M,

Ben M and

Casper W



Gasland film



Free showing of Josh Fox’s film about

fracking, Gasland, being organised at

Teesside University’s Europa Building on 5

June 2013.



For information.



n/a



Damon S and

David S
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Agenda item



Summary of discussion



Decisions recorded



Action points



Members

responsible



Timescale



Future activities



Discussion of how best to incorporate

political education and debate into TSM

meetings; degree to which TSM’s political

practice, positions and policies were debated

rather than just organisational matters; and

how TSM should relate to working class,

groups and organisations.



Agreed that one hour every

other meeting should discuss

political direction/issue, with

nominated member(s) taking

lead responsibility to organise

session.



n/a



All



On-going



General assembly on at 7.00pm

on 13 June 2013 to be preceded

by session at 6.00pm discussing

how TSM should relate to

austerity politics, campaigns and

groups, with Martin M to take

lead in organising session.



Martin M to introduce

discussion, or find person

to do that, for meeting at

6.00pm on 13 June 2013.



Martin M



13 June 2013



Damon S



Date still to

be agreed



Jeff F



As soon as

practical



Another session to be held

discussing anti-fascist politics.

Next meeting



Next general assembly to be held

at 7.00pm Thursday 13 June

2013, with political discussion

starting at 6.00pm.
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Room at St Mary’s Centre

to be booked.



Agenda to be drawn up and Steve C and

publicised to members.

Lawrie C



10/11 June

2013
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