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Angela, the new girl
You may remember that, with your generous 
support, we are funding all of the staff salaries 
and the cost of food for the children at a small 
school for Deaf(*) children called St. 
Anthony’s close to the trading post of Nkozi in 
Uganda.

On the first day of my last monitoring visit to 
the school a new girl arrived.  Her name was 
Angela.  When I first met her she was in tears 
and pointing desperately into the distance - 
doing all she could to communicate to 
everyone that she wanted to go home.

Angela is profoundly deaf and had no speech, 
no hearing, no language and she couldn’t read 
or write.  With her parents’ permission, she 
had been brought to the school by a woman 
who had come across her, discovered they 
both had the same first name, and decided to 
help her.  However, the woman had now left 
Angela at the school and no-one had any way 
of explaining to her that she would be staying 
here during term time, but returning home for 
the holidays.  The teachers and other staff did 
their best to comfort her and a small packet of 
sweets and a bottle of Fanta helped a little but 
the point of telling this story is that Angela’s 
feelings about the school changed very 
rapidly.  Later the same afternoon and then 
again the following day, I saw Angela and she 
was a changed child, happily joining in with 
the harvesting of maize in the school fields.  
She was also playing with, hugging and 
beginning to communicate in USL (Ugandan 
Sign Language) with, the other children.

This is a real testament to the work of the 
school.  It is clear to anyone who visits that 
the children are both very happy at the  
school and that they are all communicating 
very fluently with each other and with the 
staff.  
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Angela on her second day at the school, eating 
breadfruit grown in the school grounds.

Angela, despite her lack of language, despite the 
fact that she had probably never met any other 
Deaf children or adults and through her upset 
and feelings of being abandoned - saw this too.  
She saw that she was surrounded by happy 
children, she saw that there was communication 
around her that she was starting to understand - 
she saw that in many ways she was home (if we 
see home as a place where one is safe, where one 
is understood and where one is valued for who 
you are).
(*) Capital ‘D’ is used when referring to Deaf people who use 
sign language as a first or preferred language and may 
describe themselves as culturally Deaf, lower case ‘d’ when 
referring to deaf people who do not.



Our Older Deaf Persons’ Project to re-start in 
Kathmandu and Kirtipur

We are really excited that this project, which unfortunately had 
to close due to lack of funding, is soon to re-open.  Older deaf 
people in Nepal have an extremely hard life.  If they were born 
deaf they will never have attended school, will have no spoken or 
signed language, will be illiterate and may well not even have 
been registered as citizens.  Many of the older deaf people we 
found in the Kathmandu Valley were living in awful conditions.  
This project made such a difference to their lives.  It brought 
them together so that they could have friends, it taught them 
sign language so that they could communicate, it registered them 
as citizens, it gave them a hot meal every time they came to the 
group and it gave them something to look forward to every week 
- to come to the centre, to meet each other, to learn and to have 
fun.  It also took them on outings and introduced them to 
younger members of the Deaf community.  One of the project 
staff said to me  that ‘all these old deaf people need is people to 
love them and care about them’ - that’s what this project did and 
what it will now do again.  Our worry of course is that the money 
we have to re-start this project will run out at the end of the year 
and the project will have to stop again.  We can’t let this happen.

Your donations, however 
small can make such a 
difference.  You can be 
part of keeping this project 
open, of giving these older 
Deaf people the love and 
care they deserve.  Please 
help if you can.

Deafway’s Champion for Deaf People 
Presents the Life Less Equal Report to the 
Tynwald (the Isle of Man Parliament)

Deafway is working in partnership with the Manx Deaf 
Society to give D/deaf people living on the Isle of Man the 
same access to all areas of life that hearing people living on 
the Island enjoy.  Did you know for example that there is 
not a single qualified sign language interpreter on the Isle 
of Man and that currently there is no system to provide 
communication support for D/deaf people for GP or 
hospital appointments or in relation to the Police or 
Courts?  Gareth Foulkes, our Champion for Deaf people is 
working on the Island for two years to change this.



Deafway’s partnership with VSO creates the first ever Deaf 
International Citizenship Service project - 

in the Philippines!
In June, nine Deaf young volunteers from 
different parts of the UK will be flying to the 
Philippines.  When they  arrive they will meet up 
with nine Deaf young Filipinos with whom they 
will be working with for the next three months.  
The whole group will be based on the island of 
Cebu and will be supported by  three Programme 
Supervisors - one of whom is Philippa Merricks - 
Deafway’s Animateur.  The aim of the programme 
is not only  for all of the young Deaf  people to 
have an amazing, life-changing experience, but 
also for them to undertake a range of projects 
which will really  make a difference to the lives of 
the Deaf community on the island.  At Deafway we believe strongly that Deaf 

young people should be given the same 
opportunities to volunteer overseas that 
are available to hearing young people.  
Deaf-ICS is the second overseas 
volunteering project that we’ve provided 
for Deaf young people, the first was Deaf 
Global Exchange (also in partnership with 
VSO) which involved Deaf young people 
from the UK and from Nepal.  We look 
forward to many more such projects in the 
future.

Preston Guild Rotary Club raising money to support 
Navajoti Deaf Primary School in Sindhuli

A St. George’s Day concert in Preston Minster was the first of a range of 
events and activities which Preston Guild Rotary Club are planning.  Thank 
you so much both to the club and to all of those who attended a very 
enjoyable evening.  Life for those of us living in the UK is so different from 
that of the Deaf children living in the mountainous and relatively isolated 
town of Sindhuli in Nepal and attending the school.  Most of us have so 
much and they have so little.  However, raising money by arranging or 
attending a concert or other event here really can make such a difference to 
their lives there.  A little money raised here in the UK really does go a long 
way in Nepal - for example-

• A teacher’s salary at the school for a whole year is only £1,480  
• A hostel warden’s salary for a year is only £810
• The school cook’s salary for a year is £650
• One meal for a child at the school costs less than 20p!

Could you organise an event, big or small, to raise money for our overseas work?  Whether it’s a 
concert, a coffee morning, a sponsored challenge or something totally unique, as you can see from 
the figures above - even 20p makes a real difference!  If you do feel you could support our work in 
this way, please contact us by phone, e-mail or letter and we’ll do whatever we can to help you 
make your event a real success.
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The Embassy - Deafway’s proposed International Deaf Arts, 
Culture and Heritage Centre

At Deafway we believe that Deaf Culture, Deaf Arts and the sign languages and heritage of Deaf 
people from around the world should be celebrated and shared with everyone.  We believe that 
there should be many more plays performed in sign language, that there should be touring 
exhibitions of art and sculpture created by Deaf people, that Deaf people from different parts of 
the world should have the opportunity to work together on creative projects and to explain and 
share their culture.  The Embassy, when we have raised the money to turn our plans into reality,  
will make so much of this possible.  We’ll tell you more about it in future newsletters. 

As you can see from this newsletter, in addition to our work in the 
UK,  Deafway is now working overseas in Nepal, Uganda, the 
Philippines and on the Isle of Man.  

Wherever we work our aim is the same - to ensure that D/deaf 
children and adults have the same opportunities in life that 
hearing people enjoy.  At the very core of this is the opportunity to 
acquire a full and fluent first language - something still denied to 
many thousands of deaf children across the developing world 
because of hearing educators’, doctors’ and government policy 
makers’ totally unfounded prejudice against sign language.

Deaf people across the world have been fighting this prejudice for 
decades individually, through local and national organisations of 
Deaf people and through bodies such as the European Union of 
the Deaf and the World Federation of the Deaf.  The children in St. 
Anthony’s School in Uganda and in the Navajyoti school for Deaf 
children in Nepal, the older Deaf people in our project in 
Kathmandu and Kirtipur, and the children and adults in our other 
projects are proof of the vital importance of sign language to the 
lives of D/deaf people.

As always, thank you so much for your interest in and support for 
our work - every penny makes a real difference - so if you can, 
please make a donation or even consider leaving Deafway a legacy 
so that this work can continue.
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