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June The most natural food is fruit”

Frazier Park’s Sergeant Mark

Brown recognized as “Officer of

the Year”

On Friday (July 12) the head of Frazier Park Sheriff's

Substation, Sergeant Mark Brown, was recognized as

"Officer of the Year" at the 25th annual Kern County

Law Enforcement Foundation banquet in Bakersfield.

Sergeant Mark Brown has been assigned to the Frazier

Park substation for the past five years. During that time,

he's spent countless hours serving the mountain

communities on his own time, coordinating programs to

fight bullying, substance abuse, and underage drinking.

He's set up programs for at-risk youth and community

cleanup campaigns. His peers recognized his tireless

efforts to serve and protect our Mountain Communities

and to successfully create strong partnerships between

law

enforcement,

residents,

and

community

organizations. Congratulations Sergeant Brown!!



Reptiles visiting the Library

On Thursday afternoon (July 11) more than 150 children

and their parents

enjoyed an amazing

show of Reptiles at

the Library. Ben

Fowler and his son

Hunter from Roaming

Reptiles showed more

than a dozen living

creatures. In one hour of fun and exciting education

Roaming

Reptiles

showed a 14-foot

Granite

Burmese

Python, a 10+ foot

Albino Python, a 4+

foot Argentine Red

Tegu, a 100 pound

Sulcata tortoise, a



variety

of

large

Lizards, and other

creatures that call the

Southwestern U.S.

and deserts home.

Ben Fowler, owner

of Roaming Reptiles

is raising, handling,

and teaching about

these fascinating animals. Children and adults alike

learned

details about

each of those

animals such

as their diets,

natural

habitats, care

and histories. Everybody in the audience was excited

about the opportunity to not only come close to these –

rarely to be seen- creatures and but also to touch and hold

those.

Even Marie Smith, the Frazier Park Library Manager,

was brave enough to hold the

beautiful 14-foot Granite Burmese

Python. The way these animals

were shown and presented certainly

gave children a much better

understanding and appreciation.

Most reptiles have been around for

millions of years. Unfortunately,

the fate of many of those reptiles

isn't looking so good in today's

world, mainly due to human

activity. Many of their habitats are being destroyed by

agriculture and urban sprawl.
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Once there was a Lake – Water

Crisis in Lake of the Woods (LOW)

On Thursday (July 11) evening a meeting of the Lake of

the Woods Water Company Board was held at Cuddy

Valley Hall. More than 50 residents attended and

participated in a discussion about the current water

shortage. Hydrologist Mark Magargee started with an

overview of the

current situation in

LOW, and made

suggestions

on

where and how to

find feasible water

sources.

Drought

conditions and a

shortage of water

can currently be found in many places throughout

California.

Mr. Margargee suggested that a potentially rich water

source is near Lockwood Valley Road across from the

Chuchupete Ranger Station. That visible water rich area,

however, is located in Ventura County. Crossing county

lines for water resources can become a very delicate

political process. It may take up to year to locate a

property to buy (or lease) and to get the permission from

Ventura County to drill a well for residents in Kern

County. His second suggestion was to drill in the former

lake bed located between Cuddy Valley Hall and the

Mountain View Market (the lake, fed by many streams

and springs in the area and hold by an earthen dam,

existed from the early 1930's until 1962; in February of

1962 heavy winter rain threatened to overflow the lake

and an attempt to create a spillway failed; the dam

collapsed and the lake drained).

Another –long term- solution was introduced by the

suggestion to connect to the California Aqueduct. A

pipeline could

provide all the

Mountain

Communities

(Gorman,

Lebec, Frazier

Park, LOW,

Pinon Pines,

California Aqueduct at Highway 138

etc.) with a

–currently- steady stream of water in times of water

shortage. Quail Lake just a few miles east of Gorman

along Highway 138 serves as water storage for the West

Branch California Aqueduct. It would take somewhere



between five and ten years to plan and build such a

connection.

Even if a well is successfully drilled, purifying and

testing the water will take at least a couple of weeks.

Currently LOW has three active wells which do not keep

up with the demand of about 400 households and

businesses. The total water storage capacity in LOW is

240,000 gallons and the tanks are filled just above 75%.

Water conservation may be the most effective measure to

handle the short-term aspects of the crisis. A variety of

excellent questions and suggestions were coming from

the audience. It was pointed out that the LOW Water

Company plans to install meters as a way to control and

bill water consumption. Currently each household pays a

flat monthly fee, which, according to hydrologist

Margargee, is probably one of the cheapest rates

throughout California.



“California is at risk of becoming a

desert state”

U.S. Senator Diane Feinstein on June 14, 2013



Lake of the Woods is not alone. Severe drought

conditions exist in many areas throughout the State. As

example, in the Paso Robles area (San Luis Obispo

County) water levels in the underground aquifer have

dropped 80 to 100 feet or more in the last 30 years.

Most of the California's water comes from snowmelt.

December 2012 was a very rainy month and parts of the

Sierra Nevada experienced the second snowiest month

ever measured. However, following that wet month rain

and snow basically stopped falling. January and February

2013 were the driest months ever recorded in California.

March brought a little rain, but certainly not enough. The

early June “Drought Monitor” declared that most of

Central and Southern California is suffering from severe

drought, while the north is experiencing moderate

drought. According to the June 4, 2013 report, moderate

to exceptional drought covered 44.1% of the contiguous

United States, a slight decrease from previous week’s

44.3%. The U.S. Drought Monitor is produced in

partnership between the National Drought Mitigation

Center, the United States Department of Agriculture, and

the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

&lt;http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu&gt;.

At the same time the California Department of Water

Resources published on their website that “the 2013

January-May period was the driest on record (since 1920)

for all regions of the Sierra.” In addition, the National

Weather Service Climate Prediction Center stated on
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June 20, 2013 intensifying or persisting drought

conditions for all of California until at least September

30, 2013. Sonoma County has been under an official

federal “disaster declaration for drought” since January,

2012,

These arid conditions have created significant impacts on

California's economies, particularly agriculture. One

example is the vine industry in the Paso Robles area in

San Luis Obispo County, about 150 miles northwest of

our mountain communities.

Much of San Luis Obispo County sits atop the Paso

Robles groundwater basin, with an estimated 30 million

acre-feet of water one of the largest underground

reservoirs in the state of California.

Sixty-seven percent of the water pumped out of the basin

is used by agriculture, with the largest amount going to

vineyards. Far behind agriculture are municipal water

users, who account for about 18 percent of the water, and

rural domestic users, estimated to account for 13 percent.

However, well owners are not required to meter their

wells or report usage, and vineyard owners are not

required to get discretionary permits to plant more acres

of grapes. It is therefore impossible to know how much

water is being pumped out of the basin and by whom. It

is estimated that the Region’s top 20 wineries take 40

percent of the groundwater.

A profitable winery can certainly afford to deepen its

well, if needed. A homeowner’s biggest impact of

dropping groundwater levels comes also with the need to

drill a new, deeper well, at a cost of $25,000 or more.

Historically, the water table in the Paso Robles basin was

300 to 350 feet deep. Today, a replacement well has to be

up to 700 feet deep. Homeowners have to bear the cost,

take out a second mortgage, or worse they will have to

abandon waterless houses.

Water conservation is possible: According to 2005 data

from the U.S. Geological Survey, the State of New

Mexico, which receives 33% less precipitation than

California, has reduced residential water consumption to

107 gallons per capita per day (gpcd). California's

statewide average is 124 gpcd. The 2008 numbers are for

San Francisco County 108 gpcd (gallon per capita per

day), for Marin County 155 gpcd, for Los Angeles

County 185, and for Sacramento County 261 gpcd.! By

USGS calculations, the overall 2005 U.S. average

residential water consumption was 98 gpcd.

Water shortages are nothing new for California, but they

seem to be happening more frequently and more severe.

With more people, more homes, more industry, and



increasing agriculture; and a shortage of water could

become California’s biggest challenge in the near future.



Frazier Park Weather Forecast:

Sunday, July 14:

Monday, July 15:

Tuesday, July 16:

Wednesday, July 17:

Thursday, July 18:

Friday, July 19:







high 90°F low 68°F

high 88°F low 63°F

high 86°F low 72°F

high 88°F low 73°F

high 91°F low 68°F

high 93°F low 68°F



Drink water regularly throughout the day. Don't

wait until you feel thirsty.

Keep pets in the shade and refill their water

bowls frequently.



NEVER...EVER leave children, the elderly, or pets in

enclosed vehicles, not even for a short period of time.

Even if the windows are partially open, temperatures

can quickly rise to life-threatening levels.

If you see a child or pet in a car and you cannot

identify the whereabouts of the driver, call 911.



Upcoming Events at the Frazier

Park Library













Tuesday, July 16 at 11:30am: Family

Storytime: Good Things Turnip at the Library

with Christine Brown

Tuesday, July 16 at 2:00pm: Photoshoot Time:

Get your Zombification on with theatrical

clothing and makeup for Teens

Saturday, July 20 at 11:00am: Kids Nature Walk

in the Park

Tuesday, July 23 at 2:00pm: Zombie Photo &amp;

Art Display

Wednesday, July 31 to Saturday, August 3: Used

Book Sale
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Our Library is open on Tuesday, Wednesday, and

Thursday from 11am to 7pm, and on Saturday from 9am

to 5pm, phone 661-245-1267.



Gas Prices in our Region

As of Saturday afternoon, July 13th:

cash price for regular (many gas stations

charge a higher price for credit cards!)

4.03 9/10 Chevron, Shell, &amp; 76 in Lebec

3.99 9/10 Flying J

3.94 9/10 Don's Liquor in Frazier Park

(as of July 13)



Portrait Photos at the Park

this Friday (July 19) from 5 to 6pm

Come and get an amazing photo taken. Bring

yourself, your family, your

child(ren), your friends…

musicians, dancers….

Bring your favorite outfit

(elegant, casual, creative),

accessories, and props, and

let’s create an memorable

photo in our beautiful

mountain park.

The entire photo shoot will

cost less than $10 and a print is included.

Meet me from 5 to 6pm at the duck pond

(across from the library); reservations

welcome 661-402-2717 but not necessary.

Gunnar aka The Photographer



Important Phone Numbers

Fire

911

Ambulance

911

Sheriff or CHP

911

Frazier Park Sheriff Station

661-245-3440

Frazier Park Public Utility/Water District

661-245-3734

Southern California Edison

800-655-4555

Southern California Gas

800-427-2200

Pacific Gas &amp; Electric (PGE)

800-743-5000

El Tejon School District

661-248-6247

Pine Mountain Club Patrol

661-242-3857

Dentist Peter Porazik

661-245-1434

The Photographer (fires, accidents, weddings, &amp; all other disasters)

661-402-2717

Aqua Fitness Class (only in July)

Every Tuesday &amp; Thursday from 9am to 10am

Water Aerobics with Justen Zimmerman at the beautiful

Camp St Nicholas pool; off Frontier Road where Mil

Potrero meets Cuddy Valley Rd near the "Y".

Fitness made FUN!



following the Thursday class you can enjoy the pool

from 10-12:30am for lap swimming

for info contact Justen Zimmerman at 661-312-3120
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Do you want to play or learn Chess??

Every Wednesday beginning at 3:30pm

at the Frazier Park Library

Bill Hopper and others will

teach, train, and play chess

in the Library’s community

room.

Everybody

is

welcome, children, teens,

adults, seniors. No Charge.



Free Piano Lessons at the Library!

Every Saturday morning at 9:00am

at the Frazier Park Library

Karen Anthony will teach

you reading notes and

provide piano lessons on an

electronic keyboard in the

Library’s

community

room.

Everybody

is

welcome, children, teens,

adults, seniors. No Charge. You must make a reservation

at 661-245-1189



Do you like to play Soccer??

Every Friday evening around 6pm

At the Soccer field in the Frazier Mountain Park

(western end of the Park)

soccer enthusiasts meet for an

hour or so of fun and play;

all ages are welcome (from 12

to 74);

bring your soccer outfit and

become part of the time;

no charge; just come by and join

the fun



Mel Weinstein Photography

Exhibition and Reception

Saturday, July 20 at 7:30pm



At the Work of HeArt Gallery

(3011 Mount Pinos Way, Frazier Park)

Come and See – No charge!

All proceeds of print sales go to

the Mountain Communities Food Bank



Fiesta Days in Frazier Park

August 2-4, 2013

The longest-running event

(since 1968) in the Mountain

Communities. Join our

community at the first

weekend in August for food,

family and fun at the

Community Park. Carnival,

vendors, parade, contests, family picnics, car and pet

show, live entertainment and so much more!



Center of the World Festival

August 16-18, 2013

Pine Mountain Club Village Center



Vi



Friday evening: the fine art of storytelling. Local

personalities will share stories which will include Native

American legends, Frazier Mountain folklore, and some

stories just for fun.

Saturday afternoon and evening: six 10-minute plays that

were selected from dozens of submissions on peace,

ecology,

and

social

justice issues will be

presented in reader’s

theater format. Audience

votes for the winning play

by

attending

the

afternoon or evening

session, or both. A 5minute TOPIC TALK

will follow each play to
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give audience members an opportunity to discuss the

play’s subject matter.

Two of those plays selected come from our area: One

Thing by Cameron Acosta from PMC, and The Butt

Stopps Here by Barbara Gassner from Santa Clarita. The

other four finalists are from New Jersey, Minnesota and

Pennsylvania.

Sunday: music plus original songwriting competition.

Songs, themed on peace, ecology, and social justice

issues, will be judged, and prizes awarded by audience

vote. Prizes for playwrights will also be announced.

All weekend: “Naturalist for You” will lead hiking tours.

Follow your guide to a hidden waterfall and other local

places of interest. Learn about Native American

Chumash history, survival skills, and how to identify

plants and wildlife.

Admission for all weekend events is by donation.

Information provided by Kern County Fire Department, Frazier Park Library,

Roaming Reptiles, The Weather Channel, Weather Underground,

AccuWeather, National Weather Service, Center of the World, Lake of the

Woods Water Company, Sierra Club san Francisco Bay Chapter, Gunnar J

Kuepper.



Upcoming issues of GBU News &amp; Photos Mountain

Communities will cover specials on the library

(people, programs, funding, and donors), the

Mountain Communities Chamber of Commerce

(people, activities, vision, etc.), the Center of the

World Festival and other institutions serving our

communities.



If you are interested in receiving

GBU Mountain News regularly,

just

send

an

e-mail

to

&lt;GBUphotography@gmail.com&gt;



Earthquake &amp; Fire

Tour

Saturday, July 20 starting at 10am in Frazier Park.

The tour covers the San Andreas Fault &amp; the course of the

Grand &amp; Powerhouse Fires along the Kern County / Los

Angeles County Border

This most fascinating tour will provide information and on-site

views of the two greatest threats to Southern California –

Wildfires and Earthquakes.

We will

• start in Frazier Park with a briefing and overview of our tour

• visit a location where

you can see, and stand

literally on both, the

North American and the

Pacific Plate,

• visit the origin of the

Grand Fire (consumed

4,000 acres, shut down

Frazier Mountain High

School, and required

more than 1,400 fire personnel) view the course of the fire and

the

subsequent

response activities

• follow and identify

the San Andreas Fault

along the famous

Tejon Pass and at a

variety of other stops

• talk about the

threats

to

our

communities and the

coordination between multiple fire and emergency departments

(2,000+ fire personnel deployed at the Powerhouse Fire)

• continue following the San Andreas Fault and visit the

location where the Powerhouse Fire started

Begin: Saturday, July 20, 2013 at 10am in Frazier Park, CA

93225 (near the I-5)

End: around 5pm just west of Palmdale near the I-14

Cost: $25/ per person* ($15 for a second/third person from the

same family or agency)

For more information contact us via

email &lt;earthquakefault@gmail.com&gt;,

phone &lt;661-402-2717&gt;, or

our

Facebook

Page

&lt;Earthquakes

and

Faults&gt;

(https://www.facebook.com/pages/EarthquakesFaults/223154854494525?fref=ts)

Advanced registration and payment is required.

*No charges for children 16 and younger. Private Tours on request.
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