
2013 SEASON PREVIEW 
 

The Draft 

 

From what I could tell, most people enjoyed the new auction style draft format.  I was also impressed that most 

of you did your homework prior to the draft.  Some of you “did your homework” and then proceeded to 

“compare your answers” during the actual draft.  I guess I’ll have to come up with a rule that states you can’t 

collude with 2 other owners during the draft.  I would have thought that was obvious. 

 

Other than Calvin Johnson and Stevan Ridley, the bidding reflected the pre-season expert rankings.  So again 

kudos to you all for coming prepared.  Several people (including myself) learned a valuable lesson after the 

draft: leftover auction dollars do you no good.  If RB’s are all going for uncomfortable amounts of money, you 

may have to change your plan and spend $$$ on an elite one rather than overspending on the RB scraps that 

are left later in the draft…. Although there is something to be said for being able to buy the right RB scraps…. 

 

Running backs – Something to think about: 

 

5 of the top 11 RB’s from 2012 were not in the 2012 preseason ESPN top 20 rankings. 

 

2012 Pre-season ESPN ranking Actual 

1 Arian Foster, HOU 

Adrian Peterson, Min RB 

2 Ray Rice, BAL 

Doug Martin, TB RB 

3 LeSean McCoy, PHI 

Arian Foster, Hou RB 

4 Chris Johnson, TEN 

Marshawn Lynch, Sea RB 

5 Maurice Jones-Drew, JAC 

Alfred Morris, Wsh RB 

6 Marshawn Lynch, SEA 

Ray Rice, Bal RB 

7 Matt Forte, CHI 

C.J. Spiller, Buf RB 

8 DeMarco Murray, DAL 

Jamaal Charles, KC RB 

9 Jamaal Charles, KC 

Trent Richardson, Cle RB 

10 Adrian Peterson, MIN 

Frank Gore, SF RB 

11 Darren McFadden, OAK 

Stevan Ridley, NE RB 

12 Ryan Mathews, SD 

Chris Johnson, Ten RB 

13 Steven Jackson, STL 

Darren Sproles, NO RB 

14 Fred Jackson, BUF 

Matt Forte, Chi RB 

15 Trent Richardson, CLE 

Reggie Bush, Mia RB 

16 Michael Turner, ATL 

Steven Jackson, StL RB 

17 Frank Gore, SF 

Shonn Greene, NYJ RB 

18 Darren Sproles, NO 

LeSean McCoy, Phi RB 

19 Ahmad Bradshaw, NYG 

Ahmad Bradshaw, NYG RB 

20 Willis McGahee, DEN 

Michael Turner, Atl RB 

 

  



4 of the top 10 RB’s from 2011 were not in the 2011 preseason ESPN top 20 rankings 

 

2011 Pre-season ESPN ranking Actual 

1 Adrian Peterson, MIN  

Ray Rice, Bal RB 

2 Chris Johnson, TEN  

LeSean McCoy, Phi RB 

3 Jamaal Charles, KC  

Arian Foster, Hou RB 

4 Arian Foster, HOU  

Maurice Jones-Drew, Jac RB 

5 Ray Rice, BAL  

Darren Sproles, NO RB 

6 LeSean McCoy, PHI  

Marshawn Lynch, Sea RB 

7 Maurice Jones-Drew, JAC  

Michael Turner, Atl RB 

8 Rashard Mendenhall, PIT  

Ryan Mathews, SD RB 

9 Michael Turner, ATL 

Reggie Bush, Mia RB 

10 Frank Gore, SF  

Steven Jackson, StL RB 

11 Steven Jackson, STL 

Matt Forte, Chi RB 

12 Darren McFadden, OAK  

Michael Bush, Oak RB 

13 Peyton Hillis, CLE  

Chris Johnson, Ten RB 

14 Matt Forte, CHI  

Fred Jackson, Buf RB 

15 DeAngelo Williams, CAR  

Adrian Peterson, Min RB 

16 Ahmad Bradshaw, NYG  

Frank Gore, SF RB 

17 Knowshon Moreno, DEN  

Shonn Greene, NYJ RB 

18 LeGarrette Blount, TB  

Ahmad Bradshaw, NYG RB 

19 Jahvid Best, DET  

Mike Tolbert, SD RB 

20 BenJarvus Green-Ellis, NE  

Beanie Wells, Ari RB 

 

Based on the past we can expect 4 players to come out of nowhere and produce at an elite level.  Does 

anyone from your team have the potential to break in to the top 10 this year?  Or did you draft a bunch of 28+ 

year olds with no upside to backup your stud RB’s? 

 

Wide Receivers – Something to think about 

 

If you have crappy wide receivers on your team right now…. Expect that they will still be terrible at the end of 

the season…  Looking at the past data suggests the WR position was fairly constant with very few out of 

nowhere to WR1 status success stories.  The good WR’s typically produce at or near their pre-season 

projections. 

 

  



Looking at my crystal ball… 

 

Don’t get all pissy if I don’t like your team.  It’s just my opinion, so just deal with it.  I spent about 3 minutes 

looking at each team… I’m sure if you add all of the projected records up they won’t balance league wise. 

 

Koza 

 

A week ago I despised my team.  I was lacking a RB1, weak at TE, only OK at WR.  I guess over the last week 

and a half I’ve managed to convince myself that this roster can compete.  I still don’t have a TE… but I don’t 

think anyone can argue that 90% of my roster has a chance to greatly outperform pre-season projections…. 

Beginning with my trio of RB’s.  If we have the draft today, David Wilson goes for $45-50… Andre Brown is out 

until week 10 and even in limited duty last year Wilson ended the season at RB24 in points.  He has CJ Spiller 

speed but is big enough to handle 15-20 carries a game.  Lamar Miller might only be limited by the Dolphins 

terrible offensive line and QB.  If you want to watch Lamar Miller torching the raiders D last season I can get 

you a youtube video of all 51 of his 2012 carries.  Ryan Mathews looked damn good in the pre-season…. 

Laugh all you want, but if he stays healthy he has a chance to be a decent RB (Mathew’s only healthy season 

in 2011 he finished as RB8 in points).  The glass is half full, but if I start 0-2 the glass will have been thrown out 

the window.  I hope I can change my Just Awful team name in a month or so. 

 

Prediction: 6-7 

 

Nordman 

 

Congrats, you actually had a decent draft.  Your team is not already eliminated from the playoffs as it was after 

the 2012 draft.  If Crusty Shorts or Antonio Brown actually perform at a WR2 level you might even make the 

playoffs.  By the way, there are only 2 oakland raiders worth rostering in fantasy this year…. Neither of those 

two are named denarius moore or marcel reece. 

 

Prediction 7-6 

 

Dolan 

 

I really don’t like this team.  I like the 4-5 good players, but not the other 10 terrible players.  You need the 

packers to actually run the ball, Arian Foster to get hurt week 1 and miss the entire season, Hakeem Nicks to 

not be gimpy and hurt, and for none of your 4-5 good players to get hurt.   Good luck with that 

 

Prediction 4-9 

 

Anderson 

 

The Stevan Ridley bidding reminded me of a classic movie quote from the cinematic masterpiece 

“Anchorman”… where when describing a news crew fight Ron Burgandy says to his news team, “That 

escalated quickly!”.  I think you overpaid $10 or so on Ridley.  Some commented Forte went for too much at 

$52, but count me as one who wishes I had bid $53…. I think Forte has a huge year in the Trestman offense.  

Torrey Smith seems to be the only 3rd year WR in the league that is primed for a breakout season.  He’ll need 

to be great because your WR’s in general are not good enough. 

 

Prediction 6-7 

 



McGrath 

 

I think you realize that bidding $67 on Calvin was a mistake.  Your season hinges on two Rams and a Raider 

producing at a high level.  Your bench is a barren wasteland of has beens with the only high-upside players 

being your duo of unproven Golden Domers.  No Pintar lineup fuck up is going to save you this year. 

 

Prediction 4-9 

 

Kimbo 

 

I like this starting lineup.  You are thin at RB, but the 2 you have should be good this year.  Welker could prove 

to be a steal at the price you paid for him ($25).  Your bench is so-so but if your two RB’s stay healthy it could 

be another playoff appearance for Kimbo Slice…. For what it’s worth, Fantasy Football Team Kimbo Slice has 

had more success the last couple of years than the actual Kimbo Slice has ever had. 

 

Prediction 7-6 

 

Zabrocki 

 

So did you actually go to China, or did you take 2 weeks off to prepare for the draft?  An impressive starting 

lineup highlighted by elite talent at QB, 2RB, and 2WR.  To me, this is clearly the 2nd best team in the league 

 

Prediction 9-4 

 

Hus 

 

You started out well with AP and Marshall.  I think both players come back to earth this year but still produce at 

top 5-10 levels.  But outside of Brees, the rest of your draft is questionable at best.  A lot of old aging players 

(Old AJ, Miles Austin, Boldin, Fred Jackson, Heath Miller).  If Montee Ball doesn’t grab a hold of that Denver 

RB job you are going to be searching for a RB2 all year long. 

 

Prediction: 6-7 

 

Golem 

 

This year’s super team.  You had great keepers and paired them with a great draft.  Your bench is abysmal, 

but that probably isn’t going to matter by playoff time.  You just gotta hope your team comes through weeks 15 

and 16.  Because nobody gives a crap about a dominate regular season if you don’t pair that with winning the 

championship. 

 

Prediction 10-3 

 

Pintar 

 

See the WR note I discussed earlier.  It’s the only thing holding you back this year.  If Gronk comes back and 

stays on the field it will offset weakness at WR.  Maybe you strike gold on a waiver claim, but at least you 

finally appear to have a chance at proving your 2009 championship was not a total fluke. 

 

Prediction 7-6 



 

King 

 

Welcome to the world of fantasy football.  If you end up liking it, you’ll be surprised in November that you will 

be able to quickly recall the top 2 RB’s and WR’s on pretty much every NFL team without much difficulty.  A 

quick beginner’s tip for you… if a player is no longer on an NFL roster in real life, they will not be able to score 

points for your fantasy team.  If they can’t score points for your team, they probably aren’t worth using a roster 

spot on (Collie, Edwards).  Go shopping on the waiver wire for some players that are on NFL rosters. 

 

Prediction 4-9 

 

Douthett 

 

I don’t know what to make of this team.  Hilton and Amendola have very high ceilings.  Mike Wallace was a 

steal at $13.  It will come down to whether or not your aging RB’s produce at elite levels.  I say one does the 

other gets hurt. 

 

Prediction 6-7 

 

I look forward to reading your comments or predictions when it becomes your turn to write the weekly league 

article. 

 

 

Football is one day away, although I don’t mean it, as commissioner I have to say it….  

 

 


