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Probate Dispute Drains $162M Estate



With the Boy Scouts of

America’s hotly debated ban

D’Addario Case Remains Unsettled After More Than 26 Years Of Legal

Wrangling

on gay

scouts and leaders in

the

national

headlines,

It was a complicated matter. D’Addario intrigue and infighting

is another Ireminder

n a rainy and foggy March

a probate a

court

system

stuckeditors

in another

story

to my

night in 1986, a small plane Industries was diverse, from construction of pitched

While there is nothing to suggest that

crashed outside of Chicago, and paving to real estate, television and era.

about how the issue was

killing F. Francis “Hi Ho” gambling to the Brakettes, a professional the D’Addario story is typical, the case

playing

outabout

locally.

From

mythat

questions

a court

system

D’Addario, one of the most prolific and women’s softball team. That was nothing, raises

say

lacks

oversight

–

a

theme

colorful industrialists of the 20th century in however, compared to the mess that critics

interviews with leaders, I have

awaited in Connecticut’s probate courts.

sounded often in my years of columns

Connecticut.

former

scouts,

and

members

More than 26 years later, D’Addario’s will about

the probate

court

system’s

failure to

Successful and wealthy, D’Addario was a

modern

times.

63-year-old Bridgeport businessman who remains open before probate court. And enter

of the BGLTQ community, it

“It is a situation ripe for abuse,’’ write

had a will that distributed his substantial according to one interested party, the

became

clear

calls

to the

for one

of thethat

estate’s

creditors,

estate – valued at as much as $162 million – mystery is where all the millions have gone. lawyers

RICK GREEN

This long-running D’Addario saga of Cadle

Company,

a federal

among his wife and five children.

overturn

the in

ban

were complaint

GREEN, B3

more than two decades of legal wrangling,

rgreen@courant.com

growing in socially liberal

suburban Connecticut.
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FAITH

SIMONOKO,

(left) the newly

crowned Mrs.

Senior Mulberry

chats with outgoing queen Dorothy

Rizzi after Simonoko won the

third annual Mrs.

Senior Mulberry

Pageant at Mulberry Gardens in

Southington on

Friday afternoon.

Visit courant.

com/mulberry

for more photos.



Scout

Leaders

Await Big

Decision

Local Troops Eye

Policy On Gays

By REBECCA D. ROBBINS

rdrobbins@courant.com



CLOE POISSON|

CPOISSON@

COURANT.COM



MANCHESTER



RULING FAVORS TOWN

By JESSE LEAVENWORTH

leavenworth@courant.com



MANCHESTER — State arbitrators

have ruled in favor of the town in a

long-standing dispute over the police

union contract.

The dispute between town administrators and the union centered on a policy

that gave officers triple-time compensation for working on a holiday. For holiday

work, officers receive eight hours of pay at

the normal rate, a paid day off for the

holiday and a paid day off for working on

the holiday.

Union representatives say their stance

on keeping the policy was not about

money, but rather about time off that

officers need as respite from a stressful,

often dangerous job.



Arbitrators End Police

Contract Dispute



In its binding decision, however, the

state panel found that “the cumulative

amount of benefit time off that officers

currently receive has resulted in excessive

overtime costs which have had a significant impact on the financial capability of

the town.”

“The union was valuing time off as being

worth more than money,” union President

Sgt. John Rossetti wrote in an email

Thursday. “The town disregarded our

request and took our time from us anyway.

It is considered the most significant loss

this union has experienced throughout its

entire history of negotiating contracts with

the town of Manchester.”



The town saw it a different way.

“We have a very professional and

well-trained police force, and people in

Manchester should feel very good about

that,” town General Manager Scott Shanley has said. “But in this era, we have to

take a look at public employee contracts

and legacy clauses that provide for (future)

liabilities to the taxpayers.”

Those liabilities include the months of

paid time off that police officers can

accrue, Shanley has said. Besides the

holiday benefit, officers’ time off includes

annual vacations ranging from 10 to 25

days, 15 sick days a year and one day off for

every 90 days of perfect attendance.

Police have been working under a

contract that officially ended on June 30,

2010. Last year, town and union negotiators

ARBITRATION, B3



Every few years, Manchester resident Jason P. Scappaticci receives a

phone call from the Boy Scouts of

America asking him to make a

donation. He always turns them

down.

They call me and I say, ‘No, I’m gay,’

and they say, ‘Oh, OK, thank you for

your time,’ and hang up,” Scappaticci

said.

Scappaticci, 31, was named an

Eagle Scout — the youth program’s

highest rank — in his sophomore year

of high school. Two years later, when

Scappaticci came out as gay, he was

no longer active in the Boy Scouts,

which bans openly gay members.

This past week, Robin P. McHaelen, executive director of True Colors, a Hartford-based advocacy group

for gay youth, received a phone call

from a worried mother.

The woman’s teenage son, who

attends a greater Hartford-area middle school, had recently come out as

gay to several close friends. The boy,

who participates in his local Boy

Scout troop, has several older family

members who have been named

Eagle Scouts.

The mother was concerned that

her son might jeopardize his membership in the troop if he reveals his

sexual identity to more people.

“’I don’t know what’s going to

happen with the Boy Scouts,’”

McHaelen recalled of the mother’s

agitated words. “‘He was working

SCOUTS, B3



NEW BRITAIN



Unheard Call Revives Push For New Police Radios

By DON STACOM

dstacom@courant.com



NEW BRITAIN — Two police officers

who were stabbed while grappling with an

assault suspect last week also had to

contend with another enemy: A faulty radio

system.

Moments after he was wounded, Officer

Bruce Moro tried to broadcast a message

calling for help over his portable radio but

couldn’t reach headquarters, according to



police.

Moro was able to raise a dispatcher using

his patrol car radio, but the delay could have

been disastrous and illustrates a longstanding problem, according to officers and

others. The system has dead spots around

the city, and municipal leaders have known

about the defects for years.

In a memo to police the day after the

double-stabbing, Mayor Tim O’Brien noted

that the council in February approved $5.7

million for a new radio system that will be in



service within months.

“This is something that should have been

done long ago,” said O’Brien, who took office

in November. “It was a priority for me as a

city council member a decade ago, and I was

assured in 2003 that it would be done when

I was leaving the council to become a state

legislator. I am disappointed that it was not

done in the decade since.”

Early in 2008, James Donnelly, director of

the public safety telecommunications center, advised the then-Mayor Timothy Stew-



art and the council that the entire system

and its antennas needed to be replaced. He

estimated the cost at $3 million to $5 million,

and the work never happened.

In the early morning hours of June 3, the

system failed when Moro needed it, police

said. He and Officer Gregory Tartaglia tried

to help a woman who was being attacked by

a man, and both were stabbed. They

ultimately were able to get help and the man

was apprehended, but Moro’s first call for
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Hear the issues, their positions and

what they could mean for Connecticut



Thursday, June 14



Watch the Republicans debate live on

&amp;

at Noon

and again on FOX CT at 7PM
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filed recently against D’Addario’s sons

David and Lawrence and others connected

with the estate. Connecticut probate court

procedures lack “appropriate judicial supervision,’’ Cadle lawyers charge in the

lawsuit filed in U.S. District Court in

Bridgeport.

I can’t begin to unravel the decades-long

dispute between D’Addario’s oldest son

David and the Cadle Corp, which has

sought payment of about $3.1 million from

the estate over the decades. The Cadle

lawsuit seeks to settle some of that,

charging that D’Addario’s millions evaporated in years of “plundering, pillaging and

looting.’’



Arbitration

Continued from Page B1



tentatively agreed on a compromise

that would phase in a compensation

change to double-time-and-a-half for

work on most holidays. But rank-andfile members rejected that deal and

the contract went into state-governed binding arbitration.

The new contract is to extend to

June 30, 2014, and includes retroactive pay raises. Arbitrators agreed

with the town’s last best offer on

officers’ pay, which calls for hikes of

1.75 percent effective Jan. 1, 2010; 1.5

percent effective July 1, 2011; 1.5

percent effective July 1, 2012; and 1

percent effective July 1, 2013.

The union had sought raises of 2

percent effective July 1, 2010; 2

percent effective July 1, 2011; 2.5

percent effective July 1, 2012; and 2.75

percent effective July 1, 2013, according to the arbitrators’ report.

Arbitrators wrote that Manchester

is “heavily dependent on property tax

revenues but has not been able to

make up the loss in other funding by

raising taxes because of the slow

growth and even some declines in its

grand lists.” The arbitrators also

noted that costs have increased for

employees’ health benefits and that

Manchester school buildings, libraries and other public infrastructure

need millions of dollars in repairs.

“The union’s response is simply

that the arbitration decision is binding toward us and we have no avenue

of recourse,” Rossetti wrote. “We

have no intention of strike [or]

lawsuit … As always, we are dedicated

to the residents of Manchester and

our primary objective is to provide

the best possible service to them as

we continually strive to do so.”



Scouts

Continued from Page B1



very hard to get his own Eagle Scout award,

but if he comes out he might not be able to

do that.’”

But if the efforts of a few within the Boy

Scouts to reverse the organization’s longstanding anti-gay membership policy are

successful, these phone calls could become

a thing of the past.

The Boy Scouts of America made headlines this past week when it was revealed

that a high-ranking scout official from the

northeastern United States had submitted a

resolution seeking to overturn the program’s nationwide ban on openly gay

leaders and scouts.

The proposed policy would allow individual units, or local troops, to decide

whether they wanted to allow openly gay

members. It was read at the Texas-based

organization’s recent annual convention in

Florida.



Radios

Continued from Page B1



backup went unheard.

“Officer Moro recounted

what happened and how he

had to use the car radio to

call for additional assistance

as he says he had no response from dispatch using

the portable radio,” Chief

William Gagliardi wrote in a

notice to officers later that

day.

Tartaglia was treated

briefly at the hospital and

Moro was held overnight,

but officers worry that if

they’d been hurt worse, they

might not have been able to

get to a car radio.

As a result, Gagliardi ordered that officers take extra

precautions.

“Until we get the promised radios and new system,

officers need to respond to

calls with a backup,” he

wrote. “Call headquarters

using the car radio whenever possible as the first choice

in communications, and su-



David D’Addario, who presides over his

father’s company, and other investments,

could not be reached for comment. His

lawyer did not return a call for comment.

But the case, like others involving

probate, fits an ongoing how-can-thishappen scenario not uncommon in probate, our separate court system that

handles estates and trusts as well as highly

sensitive issues involving the disabled, the

elderly and guardianships.

I wanted to ask Paul Knierim, the

Simsbury judge and probate administrator,

what this says about his courts, but he did

not respond to my requests for an interview. An aide emailed to say that delays

occur when beneficiaries get in disputes or

other litigation complicates matters.

“The majority of estates are settled in

less than one year and nearly one-third are

finished in four months or less,’’ wrote



Vincent Russo, a court spokesman. “Many

smaller estates are eligible to use an

expedited procedure under which settlement is often completed in little more than

a month. For larger estates, the benchmark

for completing settlement, absent special

circumstances, is 12 months.”

The D’Addario case beats this benchmark by 25 years.

As recently as last fall, Probate Judge

Joseph Egan, who took over the case in

2010 after a previous judge recused himself,

declared that “this case should have been

settled a long time ago,’’ according to the

Cadle Company lawsuit. Egan said it was

“mind boggling” that the estate had remained open and unsettled for 26 years.

Egan, through an aide, declined to comment for this column.

The Cadle suit alleges that “there has

been no meaningful judicial review” of the
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case “for over 20 years.”

The lack of oversight and attention by

the probate court has allowed a $162

million estate to virtually disappear, according to lawyers for Cadle, which

purchased some of the debt owed to a New

Haven bank and has long sought payment

from the D’Addario estate.

For years, the D’Addario file in probate

was sealed, which prevented Cadle’s lawyers from examining the estate. When it

was opened last fall, lawyers for Cadle say

they found it insolvent.

“What kind of country do we live in

when you can’t even look at a court file,”

said Ed Taiman, a Hartford lawyer for

Cadle. “This has changed my whole

opinion of the probate system.”

“It’s a real headshaker,” Taiman said.

“Obviously, there is something wrong with

the system.”



WEST HARTFORD



HIT IT WITH YOUR BEST SHOT

ED LEWIS and his son Jack Lewis, 2, both of West Hartford, play mini-golf at Celebrate West Hartford on Sunday near West Hartford

Town Hall. Visit courant.com/centerdays for more photos.
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A number of Hartford-area Boy Scout

leaders said they believed it is unlikely that

the organization would change its policy,

which was codified in 1991 and upheld by a

2000 Supreme Court case. The resolution

will be reviewed and analyzed in a subcommittee, and then may be voted on by the

organization’s national executive board

next May.

Zach Wahls, a 20-year-old Eagle Scout

and gay rights advocate from Ohio, has also

organized a petition demanding that Jennifer Tyrrell, the den leader of her son’s Cub

Scout troop in Ohio who was removed from

her post because of her sexual orientation,

be reinstated. Wahls, the son of two lesbian

mothers, delivered petitions signed by more

than 275,000 people to the recent convention.

The organization has four main governing councils in Connecticut, which each

oversee districts that are composed of local

troops. Connecticut’s largest council, the

Connecticut Rivers Council, covers all but

the southwestern portion of the state and is

broken into eight districts that serve a total



pervisors must respond to as

many calls as possible to be

the third backup.

“Using this system and

good tactics will help, but a

state of the art communications system is the best

solution which cannot get

here soon enough,” Gagliardi wrote.

O’Brien’s administration

has said the radio system is

just one of a series of troubles it discovered after taking office following Stewart’s eight-year run as mayor.

That claim got some support Thursday from police

union President John Gonzalez, who advised the police commission that the

department is short more

than 40 officers and expects

to lose more after July 1. The

department wasn’t allowed

to run training classes for

the last several years because of budget concerns,

and Stewart imposed hiring

freezes to keep payroll costs

down.

“You inherited this,” Gonzalez told O’Brien at the

meeting. “The hiring freeze

is what caused this.”



of 31,000 youth and 10,000 adult volunteers.

Steven Smith, scout executive of the

Connecticut Rivers Council who was

present at the recent convention, declined

to comment about whether he expected the

resolution to be approved.

“Sexuality is something that’s not really

addressed,” said Smith, who took over the

CRC in 2010 and has worked for the Boy

Scouts of America for 30 years. “It’s just not

part of the program.”

Torrrington resident Howard D. Wood,

who worked for the Edmund D. Strang

Scout Reservation in Goshen in the early

2000s, said he would like to see the Boy

Scouts adopt a national policy accepting

openly gay members.

“I hope they get on the ball and realize

that some young men are just gay, period,

and dissuading them from Boy Scouts is not

the point or purpose of scouting,” said

Wood, who is also the vice president of the

alumni association for Maine High Adventure, a Boy Scouts outdoor program in

Orono, ME.

Scappaticci said that when he was a Boy



Scout, his scout leaders never discussed

sexual orientation. “I think about how that

would have made a difference for me to

even have a leader say, ‘Yeah, it’s OK to have

same sex attraction,’ but I never heard that

message,” Scappaticci said.

A scout leader from the Matianuck

district, north of Hartford — who requested

anonymity because he did not want to

offend anyone who might feel differently —

said he would support openly gay members

in the Boy Scouts as long as sexuality was

not physically displayed or discussed during troop events.

The scout leader, who said he did not

think the proposed change would be

received well in Connecticut, added that he

would have concerns about a sexually active

teenage scout sleeping in a tent with the

other boys.

McHaelen said that boys involved in

True Colors seldom participate in the Boy

Scouts.

“A lot of our kids already know that the

Boy Scouts is a place that’s not affirming,”

McHaelen said.



Commission Changes Proposed

By KEN BYRON

kbyron@courant.com



SOUTHINGTON — A proposal

to make the director of the senior

citizens center directly responsible

to the town manager rather than an

independent commission has set off

a controversy.

Under an ordinance adopted in



SOUTHINGTON



1983, the director of Calendar House

reports to the senior citizens commission, which is also responsible

for hiring and firing the director.

That commission is appointed by

the town council but otherwise is

independent.

But in a change that will be

presented publicly when the town

council meets at 7 p.m. Monday in

town hall, Calendar House Director

Robert Verderame would be directly

responsible to Town Manager Garry

Brumback. The commission would

be relegated to an advisory role.

Verderame, who has been Calendar

House director for 26 years, declined to comment on the proposal

when reached on Thursday.



The change has supporters and

detractors. In April, the Calendar

House Membership Association

sent a letter to the council’s ordinance committee supporting the

change. In comments to the committee, association member Mark

White said that would be a more

effective arrangement and said the

commission is too distant from the

senior center’s day-to-day activity to

supervise it, according to minutes of

the committee’s April 26 meeting.

Members of the senior citizens

commission have spoken against the

proposed change and in an interview on Thursday, commission

Chairman Earl Temchin said he

thinks making Verderame answerable to the town manager could end

up complicating matters.

“The present system works and

the proposed change could create a

logjam,” Temchin said. “People have

said they are trying to streamline

things but that won’t happen with

this.”

The commission has focused on

improving the bus service it offers to

members in the past year. Commission member Lynn Maschi said



there is tremendous demand for

transportation among the town’s

older residents and that the center’s

bus service needs to improve.

“Some people believe that we are

micro-managing the senior center,

but that’s not true,” Maschi said.

“We’ve had to make changes and

our goal is to benefit all the members

of the center.”

The final authority on changes to

the ordinance is the council and one

member said he opposes the changes. Council member John Barry said

authority for running the senior

center should stay with the commission.

“Giving more power to one unelected person, the town manager, is

bad policy,” Barry said. “I don’t

support taking away the commission’s ability to function.”

Brumback said he supports the

change but would still want an

important role for the commission.

“For the daily operation of Calendar House it’s important that there

be consistency and continuity,”

Brumback said, “and I think the

town manager can provide that

better than an appointed board.”
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