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Autumn 2013 

  

1st Place Winner!! 

For Excellence in Journalism and Graphic Design, 

Winner of the 2012-2013 National AAHAM Journal Award!! 
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The IL AAHAM Board would like to thank you 

for your membership, participation and  

support! 

   

Bill, Kenny, Chris, Rena, Nancy, Kathy, John, Doris, 

Al, Maria, Julie, Tera, Josh, Bob and Donna! 
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President’s Message 

Save the Date—2013 Annual State Institute 

NEW Certification Announcement!! 

Awards 

ANI Highlights 

Newly Certified Members  

AAHAM’s Ask and Answer 

Jodie Edmonds, HFS Bulletin 

Fall Meeting Highlights 

2013 Calendar of IL AAHAM Events 

IL AAHAM Leadership 

IL AAHAM Corporate Partners 

Inside this edition...Inside this edition...Inside this edition...   

The LINCOLN LOG magazine is published four times annually by the AAHAM ILLINOIS CHAPTER to update the membership re-
garding chapter and national activities as well as to provide information useful to health care administrative professionals. 
Opinions expressed in articles or features are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Illinois 
Chapter. AAHAM, the NATIONAL AAHAM organization or the editor. Reproduction and/or use of the format or content of this 
publication without the expressed permission of the author(s) or the editor is prohibited. © Copyright 2007. 

Julie VanPelt, CHFP,CPC, CRCS, I, P 

Joshua Johnson, CRCS, I, P 

IL AAHAM  

Lincoln Log  

Co-Editors 
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President’s 
Message 

Kenny Koerner, CRCE 

IL Chapter President 

 

The AAHAM ANI was just last month in New Orleans.  The Annual National Institute is always a time to catch up 
with AAHAM friendships that have been made across the nation.  It is also a venue that I use to recharge my bat-
teries while learning through the great educational sessions more about how to tackle the numerous professional 
challenges that we each face back in our respective places of work.  The ANI did not disappoint and for those of us 
lucky enough to attend, it was filled with numerous learning opportunities that still allowed for networking dinners 
and the occasional slice of fun mixed in.    I am so proud to be a member and current president of your Illinois 
chapter!  The amount of time and effort put forth by our board this past year was rewarded at the annual awards 
banquet with your Illinois chapter taking home first place in Chapter Excellence!!!  The Chapter Excellence Award 
is designed to recognize and reward local AAHAM chapters for excellence in pursuing the goals of the AAHAM. For 
the purpose of this award program, excellence is defined as outstanding, innovative and balanced performance in 
programs and activities in support of AAHAM's mission, education programs , professional development and mem-
bership development. The award is a recognition of everyone in the Illinois chapter that has volunteered their time 
and talents throughout this past year.  It is also a reflection on the dedication that our chapter excellence commit-
tee has to putting together the long and tedious application and data compilation for this award.  My hat goes off 
to the work that Doris Dickey, Rena Willey and their committee for the many hours of nights and weekends spent 

working on this.   

 I’d also like to take this opportunity with the last Lincoln Log of 2013 to recognize your current Illinois Board of 
Directors and the contribution they have made to our great chapter this past 2 years.  Most of what is done by your 
board of directors happens without fanfare and is done with the sole purpose of enhancing your Illinois AAHAM 
membership.  The chapter is strong because of these people, and because of the people before them.  Let us not 
forget the dedication and volunteerism that these folks have shown to make your chapter relevant to you in your 

daily professional and personal life.  

 I’d like to say thank you to the following board members that served in 2012-2013: 

 Bill Carlson, Chris Bryant, Rena Willey, Nancy Vollmer, Kathy Uphoff, John McGlasson, Doris Dickey, Al Staidl, Ma-

ria Orwig, Julie Van Pelt, Tera Roesch, Josh Johnson, Bob Kemp and Donna Stortzum.   

 Special thank you also goes out to my mentor and current National AAHAM 2nd Vice-President and National AAHAM 
1st Vice-President elect, John Currier.  John has pushed me throughout the years to become more active in Illinois 
AAHAM and I’d like to thank him for his initial push and his continued guidance.  He’s always been there for any-

thing I’ve needed, and for that I say thank you.. 

 Thanks again to each of these people as they made my first 2 years as Illinois president a pleasure.  See you all at 

our Annual State Institute on December 5th and 6th at the Embassy Suites in East Peoria!! 

  

Kenny  
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IL AAHAM Chapter 

Honored with the 

1st Place Award 

for Chapter  

Excellence! 

Presented at ANI 

2013  

New Orleans 

Oct. 17, 2013 
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IL AAHAM’s LINCOLN 

LOG— 

1st Place Winner!! 

National AAHAM Journal 

Award!! 

For Excellence in  

Journalism and  

Graphic Design 

John Currier, CRCE 

National 2nd Vice 

President. 



23 



24 



25 



26 



27 

Newly Certified Technical 

Members  

CRCS-I and cRCS-P 

First Name Last Name Certification Facility 

Jody Brown CRCS-I Avadyne Health 

Rebecca Catour CRCS-P Avadyne Health 

Jessica Hutchison CRCS-P Avadyne Health 

Karen Cummings CRCS-I CGH Medical Center 

Toni Day CRCS-P Gibson Area Hospital 

Jacqueline Rusk CRCS-P Gibson Area Hospital 

Lourie Johnson CRCS-I Hills and Dales General Hospital 

Kayla Lasceski CRCS-I Hills and Dales General Hospital 

Ashley Schriber CRCS-I Hills and Dales General Hospital 

Stacy Guinn CRCS-I MBR 

Tina Pray CRCS-I Medical Business Resources 

Eric Johnson CRCS-I MedPay 

Shari Loyd CRCS-P Mercy Health System 

Paula Leal-Rodriguez CRCS-P Spectrum Health 

Diane Lunsted CRCS-P Spectrum Health Hospital 

Greta Strandberg CRCS-I Spectrum Health Medical Group 
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Newly Certified  

Professional Members  CRCE 

Dawn Clark, CRCE 

 

Kim Velazquez, CRCE 
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Search for:  

Illinois American Association of Healthcare Ad-

ministrative Management 

Click here to watch the “amateur” IL AAHAM Membership 

video!      IL AAHAM MEMBERSHIP VIDEO 

Tweet with us:  

@AAHAMIL 

Find us on Linkedin: Search for  

AAHAM Illinois Chapter 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/j6nz1lbex85l9rf/IL%20AAHAM%20Movie%20Dynamite.wmv
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ASI 2012 Banquet-- 

Healthcare Nerds 

Theme 

The Banquet Theme selected 

by the IL AAHAM Board of Di-

rectors for the 2012 Annual 

State Institute in Blooming-

ton, IL on December 6 -8,  was 

Healthcare Nerds. The ban-

quet tables were decorated 

with “Nerd” related items 

such as Nerds candy, pocket 

protectors, cord buddies, 

AAHAM pens, Nerd eye-

glasses, etc.  The guests were 
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?
was also 

? 

ASK: 
Dear Illinois AAHAM, 

 Where do I find information about the most recent Hospital  

Financial Assistance Program/ IL Charity Care policy changes that  

are effective January 1, 2014? 

ANSWER: 
The final rule was released in August of 2013.  The hospital financial assistance 

application requirements (Section 4500.30) and the presumptive eligibility cri-

teria (Section 4500.40) are to be implemented no later than January 1, 2014.  

The final ruling has very specific wording that should be reviewed and com-

pared to your current policies. 

The ruling also has guidelines on presumptive eligibility for Illinois hospital as 

well as specifics for all hospital, urban hospitals and critical access hospitals.   

If you are an IL hospital provider and a member of IHA, you may also contact 

IHA for additional information. 

?
?

?

Have a question that you think IL AAHAM might be able to answer??  Please go to 

our website at www.illinoisaaham.org, click on the Q&A tab, and ask away! 

http://www.illinoisaaham.com/
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Jodie Edmonds 

Vice President, Medicaid Revenue Consultant 

Nebo Systems/Passport Health Communications, Inc. 
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Fall Meeting Highlights!  

 

Charles Garvin  

Memorial Golf  

Outing at Senica’s 

 Oak Ridge Golf  

Club! 
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Fall Meeting Highlights! 
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Summer Meeting Highlights!

 

Rena Willey with  Carol Alcorn of PADS. 
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April 3-4   Legislative Day 

    Hyatt Regency Capital Hill 

    Washington, DC 

 

June 5    Board Meeting – Par-A-Dice Hotel 

 

June 6   Summer Education Meeting – Par-A-Dice Hotel 

    Par- A-Dice Hotel 

    7 Blackjack Blvd 

    East Peoria, IL 

 

September 11  Board Meeting – Senica’s Oakridge Golf Course 

 

    Charles Garvin Memorial Golf Outing –  

    Senica’s Oakridge Golf Course 

    658 East Rt. 6 

    LaSalle, IL 

 

September 12  Fall Education Meeting –  

    Starved Rock Lodge & Conference Center 

    Rts. 178 & 71 

    Utica, IL 

 

December4   Board Meeting – Embassy Suites, East Peoria 

    Vendor Reception 

 

December 5-6  Annual State Institute – Embassy Suites, East Peoria 

    Embassy Suites 

    100 Conference Center Drive 

    East Peoria, IL  61611 
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Take Time to 

THANK an IL 

AAHAM Corporate 

Partner!!  We 

couldn't do it 

without them! 
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The Illinois AAHAM Chapter would like to thank our Corporate Partners for their continued sup-
port and dedication to the Chapter. Their partnership and generous financial support enable us to 
provide quality educational and networking opportunities throughout the year. 
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