
HOLY SPIRIT PARISH
DECEMBER 15, 2013

3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Immaculate Conception Church
310 West Water Street
Lock Haven, PA 17745

Saint Agnes Church
3 East Walnut Street

 Lock Haven, PA  17745
Email: holyspiritlh@comcast.net

Website: www.holyspiritlh.org
Pastoral Staff

Pastor: Rev. Fr. Joseph Orr
 Deacon Philip Gibson
Deacon Chip Young

Administrative Staff
Office Manager : Dana Schenck

Secretary :  Tammy Nesbitt
Parish Pastoral Council Chair: Dan Vilello
Parish Finance Council Chair: Bill Lingle

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday – Friday 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

570-748-4594

Religious Education Director: Jennifer Gill – 748-6529
holyspiritlh.j@comcast.net

Religious Education Secretary  – Cathy Ballat – 748-6529
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 10:30 AM – 3:30 PM

LHU Campus Ministry: Chris Klopp 748-8592; newmanlockhaven@gmail.com
LHCS Principal: Michele Alexander 748-7252

Holy Spirit Parish Prayer Line 748-5807

Weekend Mass Schedule: 
Saturday   5:00 PM  (SA)
Sunday     8:30 AM  (IC)
Sunday   11:00 AM  (SA)

Sunday 7:00 PM (IC – when LHUP is in session)

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays

11:00 AM  (IC)
 4:00 PM (SA)

or anytime upon request

Holy Day of  Obligation 
Vigil – 7:00 PM (SA)

Holy Day – 7:00 PM (IC)

Weekday Mass Schedule:
Monday, Wednesday, Friday (SA)

Tuesday, Thursday (IC)
8:30 AM or as announced

We are most desirous to make the celebration of the sacraments a joyous, spiritual event in your life and 
within the parish. Please call for information regarding baptisms, weddings, becoming a Catholic, and 
sacrament of the Sick. 



MINISTRIES SCHEDULE Dec. 21-22

ALTAR SERVERS
SA 5:00 PM Cullen Byrne, Jacob Wasilko
IC 8:30 AM Autumn and Ellie Dershem
SA 11:00 AM Avery and Lauren Heverly

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
SA 5:00 PM David Foley, Helma Kruk, Dave 

Dumm
IC 8:30 AM Amy Mallory, Peggy Miller, Jeanne 

Mullen
SA 11:00 AM Carrie Pase, Kelly Roller

LECTORS
SA 5:00 PM Leilani Marek, Pamela McCollough
IC 8:30 AM Stanley Miller, Theresa Rae
SA 11:00 AM Amy Heverly, Janice Shireman

CANTORS
SA 5:00 PM Jeannie Cillo
IC 8:30 AM Jackie Whitling
SA 11:00 AM Cheryl Varner/Choir

GREETERS
SA 5:00 PM Lesley Strouse, Jo Mayes
IC 8:30 AM Jeanne Mullen, Leo and Bea Phillipe
SA 11:00 AM Rosemary Heffner, Martha Russell

MASS INTENTIONS
Monday
12/16/13

8:30 AM
SA

Morgan Hedemann by Carol 
Latronica

Tuesday
12/17/13

8:30 AM
IC

Mildred Kinley by Mary Lou 
Putek

Wednesday
12/18/13

8:30 AM
SA

Rocco Graziano by Mary Louise 
Graziano

Thursday
12/19/13

9:00 AM
IC

Lester Widman by The Estate

Friday
12/20/13

8:30 AM
SA

Mary Long by Sons of Italy

Saturday
12/21/13

5:00 PM
SA

Edith Martin by Wolfe Family

Sunday
12/22/13

8:30 AM
IC

11:00 AM
SA

Emma Caskey by Richard and 
Kathleen Caprio
People of the Parish

SCHEDULED EVENTS:
Monday, 12/16/13

SA Choir Practice – Parish Center – 6 PM
RCIA – Rite of Acceptance and Welcoming

Tuesday, 12/17/13
Faith Sharing Group – Parish Center – 9 AM

Wednesday, 12/18/13
Knitting Ministry – Parish Center – 1-3 PM
Mary, Spouse of the Holy Spirit, Prayer Group – SA Church –
     6:30 PM with Rosary at 6:00 PM
IC Choir Practice – IC Church – 7 PM

Thursday, 12/19/13

Friday, 12/20/13

Saturday, 12/21/13

Sunday, 12/22/13
NO CCD 
Christmas Decorating – SA Church - Noon

"The liturgy of Advent…helps us to understand fully the 
value and meaning of the mystery of Christmas. It is not 
just about commemorating the historical event, which 
occurred some 2,000 years ago in a little village of Judea. 
Instead, it is necessary to understand that the whole of our 
life must be an ‘advent,’ a vigilant awaiting of the final 
coming of Christ. To predispose our mind to welcome the 
Lord who, as we say in the Creed, one day will come to 
judge the living and the dead, we must learn to recognize 
him as present in the events of daily life. Therefore, Advent 
is, so to speak, an intense training that directs us decisively 
toward him who already came, who will come, and who 
comes continuously." Pope John Paul II, Dec. 18, 2002

Holy Spirit Parish Financial Report
Offering – Weekend of Dec. 8

Offertory
Religious Retirement
Immaculate Conception
Christmas Flowers
Votives
Ministries
Children’s Envelopes
Christmas
Total

$4,972.28
1,353.76
1,219.00

423.00
116.15
43.00
34.40
10.00

$8,171.59
Thank you for your generosity and support.

We ask that you please turn off all cell phones and pagers 
so that everyone can feel the presence of God in our Mass 
and Community worship without the distractions of our 
busy world outside the Church. Texting should also not 
occur while we celebrate the Eucharist in community. Let 
us all be considerate of each other. Thank you.

Please refrain from calling or visiting the Holy Spirit Parish 
Office from 12:30-1:30, unless it is an emergency, so the office 
staff and Fr. Orr may have lunch. Thank you.

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS may be sent by mail, brought in personally to Holy Spirit Parish Office, or by e-
mail, by Monday of each week.  E-mail: 

holyspiritlh.t@comcast.net



CHRISTMAS LITURGY
At all Christmas Masses, the Gloria returns; the 
Church joins in the song of the angels. Also, when 
The Creed is said all kneel at the words: “and 
by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary and became Man” to honor the great 
mystery of the Incarnation. 

CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL FLOWERS
Remember to return your Christmas memorial flower 
envelopes. If you don’t have an envelope or if you have 
misplaced it, there are more available in the vestibules of 
the churches. The deadline is TOMORROW, December 
16  th   for returning the envelopes if you want your list of 
memorials put in the books to be displayed in the churches.

THE FOUR SIGNS OF THE DYNAMIC CATHOLIC
This year, each parish family will receive a Christmas 
gift, the book (title above), encouraging us to engage 
more fully in our faith and excite us to be a stronger 
Catholic Community. Last week, the signs of Prayer 
and Study were mentioned. A third sign of a Dynamic 
Catholic  is Generosity.  Dynamic  Catholics  are 
generous with their time, talent, and with their money 
and possessions.  Their  generosity  is  central  to  their 
value system, and they often think in terms of how 
they can do the most good with what they have at 
their disposal.

There is a bookcase in the vestibule of St. Agnes 
church. It is full of books free to parishioners. 
Feel free to browse and take what interests you.

SANCTUARY CANDLES

The candle at Immaculate Conception Church for the 
second half of December is in loving memory of 
Mary and Andrew Lenns by Cheryl Varner. The 
candle at St. Agnes Church is in loving memory of 
Joanne Foley by 
the Family.

PENANCE SERVICES IN THE AREA
Dec. 16, 7 PM, St., John’s, Bellefonte
Dec. 17, 7 PM, Good Shepherd, State College
Dec. 18, 7 PM, St. Joseph’s, Renovo
Dec. 19, 7 PM, Queen of Archangels, Clarence
Dec. 22, 2 PM, OLV, State College

I.C. CAMPUS MASS SCHEDULE
Please, note that from December 15th to January 12th 

there will be no 7PM Sunday evening Mass due to the 
Christmas break. The 7PM Campus Mass will 
resume after the students return Sunday, January 
19th.

Please join us in welcoming the newest member of our 
family of faith, Madisyn Marie Wian, daughter of Scott 
Wian and Amanda Walker. Please congratulate Madisyn 
and her family and keep them in your thoughts and prayers.

Please remember in your thoughts and prayers 
Kenneth Stahley , who recently passed away. May 
the Lord bless Kenneth and his family with His peace 
and love.

A huge, heartfelt thank you goes out to Jerry Hoy and 
Steve Bianchi for the installation of 36 steam traps in the 
Parish Center to help regulate the heat. 86 volunteer man-
hours in labor saved the church approximately $3,870. 

FAIR TRADE GIFT ITEMS
The Newman Center invites you to stop by 
and browse our selection of fair-trade coffees, 

chocolate bars, teas, and hot cocoa from Equal 
Exchange. These delicious items make great stocking 
stuffers, so stop over and pick something up before 
Christmas. We'll be open 10am-5pm weekdays, or by 
appointment. Call 570-748-8592 for more information.

ANGEL TREE REMINDER: Please take only ONE 

ANGEL PER FAMILY. Be sure to sign your name 
and list your phone number, beside the number of the 
Angel your family has chosen. Place the angel WITH 

OUT the list on the tree, place the other 

angel on your wrapped package and return it 

by the 18th of Dec. Place the gift under the tree 
after Mass or take it to the Parish Center and place it 
on the counter in the kitchen. Any questions call Judy 
at 748-4289.

We will decorate for Christmas at St. Agnes on Sunday the 
22nd after the 11 AM Mass. All are welcome. 

For more information about news and events visit our websites:
Lock Haven Catholic School – www.lhcs.org

Holy Spirit Parish – www.holyspiritlh.org

CHRISTMAS MASSES
Christmas Eve:

5 PM – St.Agnes; special music 4:30 – Incense at Mass 

7 PM – I.C. – Incense at Mass

10 PM – I.C.; special music 9:30
Christmas Day:
9 AM – St. Agnes



Third Sunday of Advent:  Building “Strengthen 
hands that are feeble, make firm knees that are weak. 
Say to the fearful of heart:  Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God…” (Isaiah 35:3-4a).  Rebuilding 
Jerusalem would be a momentous task for the 
Israelites of the Hebrew Scriptures and so God would 
offer tremendous consolation and encouragement 
through the prophet Isaiah.  Yahweh will return the 
redeemed exiles to Jerusalem, faith will be renewed 
and the community will be restored.  God is the rock 
upon which the chosen people can rely for a firm 
foundation for the future.
The diocesan planning process is one of cooperation 
with God, as living stones, to build up the Kingdom in 
our midst.  We find God in Christ, the cornerstone, 
embraced and shared as individuals and as faith 
communities.  Our participation in building the 
diocesan plan requires that we increase our 
knowledge base in terms of the truths of our Catholic 
faith and morals, learn the demographics of our local 
church, and explore our roots by coming to know the 
life and vision of Father Gallitzin.  Equipped with 
these tools, and others, we will be well suited to 
actively participate in the diocesan planning process 
with the certainty that we are firmly grounded in 
Christ.
What better time to be strengthened by God in our 
lives of faith as we eagerly await the commemoration 
of the gift of the Word made flesh?

KNITTING MINISTRY

The knitting ministry expresses their gratitude for the 
anonymous donations of yarn. Also, thank you to the 
ladies who donated money so we may purchase more 
yarn. And, may we say again, many, many thanks; it 
is greatly appreciated. We know all the people who 
have received either a shawl or lap robe do greatly 
appreciate our efforts. We are meeting on 

December 18th from 1-3 PM at the Parish 

Center. All the finished blankets that have been 
made for the Gate House in Williamsport will be 
collected at that time. We extend an invitation to all 

who knit and/or crochet to join us in our 

ministry. Call 570-748-5841 or the parish office for 
more information. Also, if you would like to give a 
donation towards yarn in someone’s name as a 
Christmas gift, call the office regarding this transaction 
and to receive a little card for the one receiving the 
gift.

MARCH FOR LIFE 2014 - will be held on Jan. 22nd. 
HSP parishioners are invited to go with the Lycoming 

Holy  Spirit  Parish  Christmas  Caroling to  the  area 
nursing  homes  will  be TODAY,  December  15th 
@1pm.  Come  &  join  as  we 
carpool  to  visit  our  nursing 
homebound  parishioners  at 
Susque-View,  LH  Extended 
Care,  Eagle  Ridge.  We'll  take 
our  parishioners  little  gifts 
from  the  parish  and  sing  a 
couple of Christmas carols to 
each. This is a very rewarding 
experience  for  all  who 
participate. Please  consider 
sharing  your  talent  of  singing  this  holiday 
season! Even if  you can't  sing -  come along for  the 
fellowship! We are looking for volunteers to visit the 
homebound (parishioners not in nursing homes, but 
at their homes) during the Christmas season also. If 
you  would  like  to  pay  a  visit  to  one  of  our 
parishioners  who is  not  able  to  come to  Mass,  and 
deliver a little gift from the parish to them, please see 
the sign-up sheet in the vestibule. 

Adult Enrichment and Lay Ecclesial Ministry 
Course: "Sacraments" begins next month. To 
register, contact Marybeth Heinze, (814) 361-2000, 
marybethheinze@aol.com. Classes will be held on 
Wednesdays, Jan. 8, 15, 22, 29, Feb.5,12,19 and 26 
and will be held in the Holy Spirit Parish Center.

The Knights of Columbus will be selling chances 

to win a Christmas Nativity before and after all 
weekend Masses in the vestibules of both churches. 
The winner will be drawn on Dec. 22nd after 

the 11 AM Mass. Proceeds from this raffle go 
towards the cost of the pavilion. 

Help the Wise Men Celebrate Jesus' Birthday! 
On Sunday, Dec. 29th from 2:00 to 4:00 there 
will be a Christmas party for all ages at the Parish 
Center. This is an activity to get the youth and their 
families more involved with their parish family. Any 
9th - 11th graders wishing to help out with this party 
for service hours - please contact your CCD teacher, or 
Jen Gill. If your family is looking for something fun to 
do that weekend after Christmas, or if your out-of-
town family all went back home - come and have some 
fun with your parish family, make a few crafts and eat 
some yummy snacks! Please sign up on the sheets 
located in the vestibules at both churches by 
December 15th, so that supplies may be ordered. 
Unfortunately, if there are not at least 15 
children signed up by the 15  th  , the party 
will be canceled.



Co.  pro-life  organization.  Bus  tickets:  $15/person. 
Buses leave Beiters in S. Williamsport at 5:30 AM.  A 
group  from  Holy  Spirit  Parish  will  carpool  to 
Beiters. Contact: Steve Bianchi or Paul Rizzo.


