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and other yummy toppings.

5115 48 Street - Just down from Boston Pizza
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YELLOWEKNIFE, NT X1A 1N5

Refreshing and Delicious.
Mix it or top with real fruit
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Jitzperald
CARPETING

Owned and Operated by
Yellowknifers for 39 Years!

With the largest tile selection in Yellowknife
(500+ samples from five of the top brands) and a
massive assortment of in-stock carpet, sheet vinyl,
laminate, transitions and trims, Fitzgerald Carpeting
is your one-stop-shop for flooring in YK.

Free delivery of pellets in YK with
order of 25 bags or more.

We are also Yellowknife’s exclusive dealer
of Lennox pellet stoves, with
experienced and certified professionals
on staff to ensure your stove is installed
safely and correctly.

FREE ESTIMATES

With an unmatched selection and local experience you can trust,

why would you go anywhere else?
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Store Hours: 304 Woolgar Avenue
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FRONI EDGE

Learming to swim
N a frozen pond

Many years ago my husband and [ were travelling through Clarksdale, Mississippi — Cradle of the Blues, home of
John Lee Hooker, Muddy Waters, Robert Johnson's Crossroads — visiting a musician friend we'd met. A large billboard
featuring a smiling cartoon frog marked the city’'s entrance. “Welcome to Clarksdale, Home of the Big Frog,” it said.
Apparently, much to our friend’s disgust, the municipality had decided to market Clarksdale as a place to ‘come be a
big frog in a small pond” (they've since awoken to its musical allure). I've often thought Yellowknife, however, could
adopt that slogan.

This is a wonderful, small (mostly frozen) pond of a city where you can become a big, croaking, robust frog...should
you so wish. Yellowknife is a place to start things. Things you might never have thought possible elsewhere become
possible in this isolated, wintery land of opportunity. Jobs, sports, new businesses, artistic endeavours, Snowcastles,
Longjohn Jamborees, all seem to cry out for people to take up the challenge because hey, you've got to do something
when it's cold and dark and chances are good your efforts will be appreciated.

This issue is brimming with examples of Yellowknifers pushing their own boundaries. Jonathan Churcher writes of
honing his musical chops at Javaroma Jams, Katie O'Beime debuts her whimsical illustrations of alley cats, genetic
engineer Alex Power discovers he's a freelance writer with his story about a new brew pub Fletcher and Miranda
Stevens are opening in Old Town. Miranda says she’s, “always wanted to open a restaurant.”

For further proof of this pond's biodiversity, Janna Graham and photographer Fran Hurcomb take you on a tour of the
many wonders in Kam Lake, and EDGE YK talks with Dene Chief Bill Erasmus about the city’s special relationship with
the other end of town, N'Dilo; and Dettah (one pond over). We anticipate Mike (Rug) Auge's take on who are YK's best
male athletes will provoke some fierce discussion around the water cooler — but keep it clean boys.

So, as you give yourselves a pat on the back for making it through to February — winter's Wednesday; the hump month
of the cold season — think about all the possibilities that lie ahead. For inspiration, take note of the welcome addition at
breakfast time. Sun! As always, if you've got something you want to share, send an email to editor@edgeyk.ca. The first
five people to email suggestions about something they'd like to see in the magazine get a new EDGE YK toque! And
look for us at our new downtown office across from Overlander Sports under the banner of Verge Communications.

Laurie Sarkadi
Editor

Receive 2070 off

| if you've : ;
Yoxgoi:riyin \Y\Tith Frcendly. Clean. #nd Scmply Super!
e only | Buffalo‘- 308 Old Airport Road | (867) 669-8888
icesfree hotel! B www.super8yellowknife.com
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+ JONATHAN
, CHURCHER

BRAD
| HEATH

KATIE
0'BEIRNE

Mike (Rug) Auge is a long-time Yellowknife resident and
active participant in the local sporting community. When

he's not excelling on the field, Mike enjoys poking fun at his
competition through the online columns that he writes for
the YK Fastball, Basketball and Football league websites. It's all
in good fun though as some of his strongest friendships have
been forged on the playing fields in our town.

Jonathan has lived in the NWT sporadically since 1988, and
continuously since 2005. He has worked on the Beaufort
coast at DEW line sites; driven trucks on the Mackenzie River
ice roads; taught at all school levels; and played music in
Inuvik, Tulita, Fort Smith, and Yellowknife. He is a regular
host of the Javaroma Jams (see page 21), and is writing
tunes for his second music CD.

Long-time Yellowknifer Brad Heath divides his time between
his communications work, his volunteer role as Pipe Major
of the NWT Pipe Band and enjoying sub-Arctic wilderness
with his wife and their dogs at their cabin on Prelude Lake.
Whether in the bush or in town, he enjoys watching the
antics of trickster ravens (see page 15)

Janna likes things. Rusted, old things. Things with motors.
Things with wheels. Things that tell a story. Kam Lake has
lots of things. Janna discovered them on her way to her
storage space. At the same time she noticed how beautiful
Kam Lake's gritty spirit is, she realized that it's on the cusp of
change (see page 46). When not sorting through her own
junk in her storage locker, Janna works at CKLB radio in

Old Town and at the Northern Heritage Centre in the New
Town.

Previously latent, Katie's creative hues began to brighten
upon arriving in Yellowknife 2.5 years ago, where she found
herself called upon to contribute to an imaginative and
inspiring community of musicians, performers, and visual
artists. A dabbler in all arts, a master of none, she is excited
to make her debut in illustration in this issue of Edge YK

for Tom Parker’s story about their cat, Juniper and her
misadventures with the alley cats on page 33.

OTTAWA

Room 239
Confederation Building
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

Dennis Bevington MP
Western Arctic

CONSTITUENCY OFFICE
5014 50th Avenue

Box 1986

Yellowknife, NT X1A 2P5

WWW.DENNISBEVINGTON.CA
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PACK TRAVEL INSURANCE aa

EVERY TIME YOU TRAVEL. ey 5th 20y

If you require medical care while traveling outside _
of Canada, your NWT Health Insurance may only S e Africville Stories (Touring)
cover a portion of your health care costs. A - & € February 18th-22nd

Gordon Bintner (Yellowknife)

March 5th, 7:30pm

I

d

Vancouver International
Mountain Film Festival
(Yellowknife)

If you are not sure what is covered, please call Health Services
Administration Office at 1-800-661-0830 or email hsa@gov.nt.ca.

Q)
N e Shries Health and Social Services February 2014 | www.hss.gov.nt.ca
(867) 766-6101 | boxoffice@naccnt.ca | www.naccnt.ca




EDGEITORIAL

For once, let's save
instead of spend

Putting five per cent of royalties into the Heritage Fund

is short-sighted and irresponsible

I've long felt financial success has less to do with how
you spend your daily earnings and more about how you
deal with a windfall. While it's always tempting to spend
it, deep down we all know it usually makes more sense to
save or invest it.

Starting April 1, through Devolution, the Government
of the Northwest Territories will receive the money
previously collected by the federal government on the
territory’s resource developments. Depending on the
value of the rocks pulled from the ground and oil piped
south, the government should end up with as much as
$50 million more every year.

This money can be spent on anything, though they've
wisely decided it won't be absorbed by the seemingly
insatiable beast that is program and service spending.
This is good news, as is the fact the government already
has a Heritage Fund. Established in resource-rich places
such as Alberta and Norway, these funds are filled with
some or all of the money collected by governments from
non-renewable resource projects, which is then invested
to provide long-term benefits.

During the upcoming February budget session of the
legislative assembly, our leaders will likely decide what
per cent of royalties to place in our own Heritage Fund.
The fund works such that the principal (money put in)
can't be touched. But starting in 2032-2033, interest or
income earned can be taken out to a maximum of five
per cent of the fund’s total balance.

Instead of contributing a large amount of money to the
Heritage Fund right now, the GNWT claims a massive
territory-wide infrastructure deficit proves the need to
invest in infrastructure today. Because of this, the early
plan is to put a meagre five per cent of royalty dollars into
the fund.

From roads to health centres to new schools, think of our
infrastructure needs as a row boat filled with water. Now

think of the $40 million we're going to spend on them
every year as removing a coffee cup's worth of liquid. At
the end of 20 years, the boat's still going to be filled to
the brim. And, with some of the buildings we built with
that money now obsolete, there may in fact be just as
much water in the boat as before. If infrastructure really
is a priority, why don't we just shift $40 million from the
GNWT operating budgets that seem to grow in lock-step
with the amount of money coming in?

But the real question is if we spend the money now, what
are we left with?

Let's say we put the GNWT's proposed five per cent

into the fund every year and it earns a five per cent
retum. In 2032-33, this would leave us with grand total

of $68 million in the bank, of which we could withdraw

a maximum of five per cent — about $3.4 million every
year. Does this strike you as, in the words of the GNWT, "A
Resource Legacy for the Benefit of All Generations™?

Now let's say over the next 19 years the government
places an average of $42 million in royalty dollars into
the fund, or all of the royalties. All things being equal,
wed have access to roughly $66.5 million every year and,
more importantly, more than $1.3 billion, yes billion, in
the bank.

For a government taking on new responsibilities that may
come with unexpected future costs, having this money in
reserve seems like a good idea.

When a windfall comes, whether it's a lottery winning or
an inheritance, it's tempting to spend the money now.
But when deciding how to spend resource royalties, I'd
ask our political leaders to think about the future. This
decision isn't about whether you sit on the left or right of
the political spectrum. It's about what makes sense.

— Brent Reaney

EDGEYKCA 9
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT FUNDING AND OTHER SUPPORT PROGRAMS FOR NWT FILMMAKERS
CONTACT THE OFFICE OF THE NWT FILM COMMISSION.

E. NWTFILM@GOV-NTCA I P 8679208793 nwtfi I m [} co m NO";‘QWE?ZrieS Industry, Tourism and Investment

ACCIDENTS SUCK. tHE REPAIR PROCESS SHOULDN'T.

Insurance Claims. Windshield Replacement. Custom Painting. Auto Body Repair. Frame Straightening.

We do it all! Free Estimates. Mon-Fri: 8am-6pm ® (867) 873-5253 ® 5 Nahanni Drive, Kam Lake
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EDGE YK

If you've got something going on that
Yellowknifers need to know about, send
your info to events@edgeyk.ca and we'll
try to include it in our calendar. If possible,
let us know by January 1 for our
Apri/May issue. Oh, and it's FREE!

Feb.5 -8 Feb. 15 Feb. 28, 2014 March 27
. . March 1, 2014 .
Ecole St. Patrick High The Elmer Iseler Singers, Vancouver International
School Presents Fiddler a 20-voice professional Banff Mountain Film Mountain Film Festival
on the Roof, two acts for chamber choir based Festival presents a wv Society, presents outdoor
audiences of all ages, at in Toronto, performs at selection of mountain and mountaineering films
NACC. NACC. films and videos at at NACC.
NACC. Tickets will March 5
Feb. 10 q March 28-30
Feb. 16 oo el blie NACT Gordon Bintner, Canadian
The public is invited to Its NWT Ski Day. Come ~ and Overlander Sports. Easeipa anIR The Long John
the Fieldhouse as of 2:30  see the trails of the YK Ski March 1-30 with pianist Michael Jamboree, three days
am. to watch Yellowknife  Club. There will be prizes, a McMahon at NACC. of fun, music, food and
speedskater Michael scavenger hunt and a tour  The Snowking XiX Winter games on the ice of
Gilday's Olympic race on  to the ‘ice falls.’ Phone: Festival on Yellowknife March 8-9 Yellowknife Bay. For a full
thg big screen. Starting 669.9754 Bay celepr;tes arts, drama The Yellowknife Ski schedulg of eyents, check
with the 1500 m heats at Feb, 22 and music in a castle Club hosts the NWT Ski out longjohnjamboree.ca

2:45 am., and hopefully all made of ice and snow.

Championships. E
the way until 5:00 am. in  Africville, Soulful Jazz, by ~ Details at snowking.ca Sl L s B S PETS e e)

is welcome to participate.

the final. Breakfast willbe  joe Sealy and his band, The Annual Frostbite 45,
: March 2 i

served at about 7.00 am.  glong with jazz singer March 20-30 a 1-day, 45km ski or run
to finish off the event. ie Ri ini

i Vi Jackie Richardson, at Annual Volleyball The Yellowknife Curling race, starts and .ﬁmshes
Feb. 12 NACC. Tournament held on Centre is hosting the at the Yellowknife Ski

Yellowknife Bay next to . . Club. It follows a 45km
. . Canadian Senior
The City of Yellowknife the Snow Castle. Teams Curling Championships loop onto Back Bay,
is hosting its annual can sign up through email. Violluinitesr reeisiEtion * Walsh Lake, Prosperous
Valentine's Skate. Phone: 445-5527 . . g . Lake and return via Hay
D . . and ticket information . .
Everyone is invited to this www.ykbeach@gmailcom . . Lake. Registration opens
. can be found at: curling.
free public skate from 6:00 g February 7 at www.
ca/2014seniors-en .

p.m. to 7:15 p.m. at the ykmulitsport.com and
Multiplex Arena. follow the links.

Just Furs *

A must see!

Seal and fur mitts
Ladies’/Mens’ fur hats
Sheared beaver/rabbit scarves
Dene Fur Clouds products
Sheepskin mitts and gloves

NAOMI BOURQUE JEWELRY

Beautifu/ /tandcrafteal jewe(ry

composed semi/arecious |
stones, fres/twater pear[s,
ster(ing sitver and local antler.

Corner of Franklin Ave. & Weaver Rd., Old Town
Available inside Just Furs.

e .

Open Mon to Sat 12:30-5:30 pm * Ph: 867-873-6748
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As Yellowknife’s friendly neighbourhood Property Guy it is my
mission to be a resource for home owners: current, future and
potential. | am going to put you on the inside track of this real
estate thing and do my best to demystify the process. I believe in
trust and transparency in all things, and we are raising the bar in
how real estate trades hands in this town. Bottom line: every day
Yellowknifer (that’s me) looking out for every day Yellowknifers
(that’s you) in the form of education, savings and fewer headaches.

Well, isn’t that INTEREST-ing...

it’s good news whether rates rise or fall

Typically we see rates go up and house
sales go down, and vice versa. But this
year could be different.

In 2014 rising OR falling rates will likely mean a busier-than-
usual real-estate season from sea to shining sea.

The Bank of Canada (BOC) made a rate announcement in
late January. Although | had to write and submit this before
publication beforehand, here’s how I thought it would shake
down:

If rates fell further, | suspect we'll see a gaggle of late
comers marching toward the low-interest-rate halapalooza,
an event many of us have been enjoying for some time now.
Seeing these sustained lows and only marginal increases
in property value over the last couple years, people

who weren't in a position to buy 24 months ago are now
readying for their first mortgage. Knowing these low rates
can't last forever, they want in while the going is still good.
In this situation, | put my big-price-jump money on entry-
level homes and income properties in high demand.

If the rate started to swing in the upward direction,

I'm betting those sitting on the fence, waiting for that
perfect property (investment or otherwise), will quickly
find themselves leaping off the fence and settling before
they get bit with higher carrying costs. | should know,

I'm personally in a ‘perched’ position. In this scenario, |
anticipate mid- to high-priced homes and investments will
see the lion's share of buyers.

But whatever happened on Jan 22 and is going to happen
during the second BOC rate announcement on March 5, I'm
confident, from a lending and sales perspective, that 2014
could be one of the best years ever to buy. If you agree, or
you happen to be one of those fence sitters, this issue’s Tip
is for you.

SPECIAL TIP:

Not sure if you’re going to buy in
the next three months or not?

Get pre-approved anyway!

Best case: you get approved, rates sink even further
and your bank will concede the lower rate. Win!

Worst case: rate rise but you have already locked
yourself in at the current rate. Win!

That's right, the rate given should be good for 90
days and it doesn'’t cost you anything. WIN-WIN!

As always, | hope this information will serve you well
and further show PropertyGuys.com Yellowknife as
much more than a sign renter or a YK Trader photo
poster. It's our mandate to keep you on the inside
track for all things real estate while giving you all
the tools and connections to trade real estate like a
Trump. So call us when you have questions. If we
don'’t have the answer, we'll point you to the people
who do!

When you’re ready to sell,
we’re ready to help!

Stay Frosty, Yellowknife ;)

Property auestions, Suggestions or Want to Chat? Drop Us a Line:
RSawatzky@PropertyGuys.com or (867) 765-8322




~ NORTHERN MACAROONS
WITH BIRCH SYRUP AND CRANBERRIES

by Joanne Stassen

Macaroons:
2 egg whites (60g)

110g icing sugar and
60g ground almonds
sifted together

40g caster sugar
2 teaspoons birch

syrup

Butter-cream filling:
50g unsalted butter
or margarine, at room
temperature

25 gicing sugar

Cranberry syrup:
1/3 cup cranberries

1/4 cup water

1 cup sugar — cooked
to 250° F)

My winning Lime and Basil Macaroons at

last year's Longjohn Jamboree bake-off

was described by one judge as “a walk
through a summer garden, in your mouth.” I
envisioned a Northem Macaroon tasting like a
walk on the taiga on a sunny fall day.
Macaroons are the devil cookies of the

baking world. Making them is part science,
part art, and part magic. There's little room to
experiment with ingredients, which must be
weighed to the gram. Success depends on the
right balance of sugar and eggs, the perfect
blend of almond flour and icing powder, and
even the right humidity in the kitchen.

Then there is the timing. From the aging of
the egg whites, to the number of strokes you
use to fold in the almond meal, to how long
you leave the piped macaroons out to dry
before popping them in the oven. For these
macaroons, [ had the added challenge of
trying to find fresh northern ingredients in
the dead of winter. My visions of using spruce
tips, rose-hip concentrates and fresh bursting
cranberries are on hold, but here's a recipe
you can try now using local Sapsucker Birch
Syrup — available at Down to Earth Gallery or
the airport kiosk — and some of your frozen
cranberry stash.

FOUND FOOD

photo Joanne Stassen

Instructions
Whisk the egg whites and caster sugar into a
thick meringue, firm but not too dry.

Take a third of the meringue and fold it gently
into the almond/sugar mix. Repeat until all the
mixture is incorporated. Fold in birch syrup.
Do not over-beat.

Pipe mixture into shallow disks, the size of a
Toonie, onto parchment-lined baking sheets.

Slam the trays onto the counter six times to
get out the bubbles. Be fierce!

Leave the macaroons out uncovered for at
least 15 minutes before baking. Meanwhile,
preheat oven to 350 F

To make the buttercream filling, beat the
butter and icing sugar together until pale and
light. Make the cranberry syrup by boiling
cranberries, water and sugar on medium high,
then reduce to medium, stirring constantly.
Add to the filling.

Spoon a teaspoon of the cream onto half of
the shells. Sandwich together with remaining
shells.

Serve at room temperature.

Have a recipe that includes at least one local ingredient? Email editor@edgeyk.ca.
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It was -52 (with wind chill) on a bitterly cold December
morning when I noticed a frosty raven hunkered down
on a streetlight shining on Franklin Avenue, even though
the sun was visible through ice fog. I've often heard
Yellowknifers speculate that ravens have learned to stay
warm by perching on the streetlights — that they know
how to tum them on. I wondered, could this be true?

A chat with Kevin Lailey, operations superintendent at
Northland Utilities in Yellowknife, provided a definitive
answer: Yes. It's true! Ravens (and gulls) are indeed
turning on streetlights, and creating heat by manipulating
the photocells on top of the lights.

Lailey showed me one of the photocells. It's a bit smaller
than two hockey pucks stacked, grey in colour and
attaches to the top of a streetlight with a twist-lock plug.
It also features a small, clear plastic window on the side
that allows light to reach the photoelectric sensor within.

When a raven perches on the photocell, its large black
body blocks light from reaching the photoelectric sensor,
and that activates a flow of electricity that tums on the
streetlight — creating radiant heat for the ravens.

Streetlight
Strategies

How Yellowknife's ravens turn up the heat
by Brad Heath | illustration by Alison McCreesh

Lailey says ravens have also leamed to peck through the
plastic window and damage the photoelectric sensor,
causing the streetlight to stay on 24/7 — until a Northland
repairman makes a visit.

Alas, this free source of heat will be greatly diminished
by the end of 2016. Northland Utilities is, at the request
of the City of Yellowknife, converting all high pressure
sodium (HPS) lights to energy saving light-emitting diode
(LED) lights.

There's no need, however, to worry about Corvus corax.
Yellowknife naturalist and Weledeh MLA Bob Bromley
says the Common Raven has a high body temperature
and great insulation — and they're so adaptive that they
will find other sources of heat when needed.

If you are wondering why Yellowknife's streetlights are
not crowded with ravens jostling for a warm perch after
dark, that's because they fly to communal roosting sites
for the night. And where are these roosts? Well, that's a
question perhaps best explored in warmer temperatures
when neither reporter nor ravens need worry about
freezing feet.

EDGEYK.CA 15



WE PRODUCE ONLY

SETS OF EYES

THE FINEST QUALITY INSPECT OUR
CERTIFIED CANADA EGGS BEFORE
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FIND OUT MORE ABOUT US AT POLAREGG.CA

POLAR



“I’'m expecting a lot of,
‘Oh, wow, where did
you get those!?!’ type
of questions.”

ROCKIN' TH

FUR AT SOCHI g

Michael Gilday's unofficial
Olympic uniform

If you follow sports in Yellowknife, you'll be familiar with the
amazing highs and lows of short track speed skater Michael
Gilday. The 27-year-old — ranked 10th overall at the world
championships and first overall in Canada — battled back
from injuries to make Canada’s Olympic team! When he gets
to Sochi, Russia, he'll be sporting some pretty cool threads
to show off his northern roots. Sewers in Deline (where his
Aunt Cindy is from) were commissioned by the territorial
government to bead the NWT crest onto moosehide
moccasins and gloves, and a local elder blessed them.
Michael's father David topped things off with a beaver hat
from Weavers. EDGE YK sent off a few questions to Michael
in Montreal before he left for the biggest race of his life.

EDGE YK: What does it mean to you to have these hand-made
gifts from Deline to take to Sochi?

MG: It's really special. Since receiving them, I've done a bit of
reading about the amount of work that goes into preparing
fur and hides and I was blown away. These moccasins and
gloves represent the support that everyone at home has
provided me over the years.

EDGE YK: What's your favourite wild meat?

MG: It's a toss-up between caribou and moose. I've tried lots
of different kinds including bison and muskox, but I think I'll
go with moose. It's so lean and dark, and tastes delicious on
its own. I wish I could eat more northern wild meat, but it's
tough to come by in Montreal where I train.

EDGE YK: Have you ever hunted anything other than a gold
medal?

MG: I've seen caribou dressed at cultural camps that I
attended when I was younger, but I've never been hunting
myself. I've done lots of fishing though!
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EDGE YK: Do you know any Dene words?

MG: I'm embarrassed to say that [ don't. Other than a few
names of places and things, my knowledge of the Dene
language is basically non-existent. Anybody want to teach
me a few phrases?

EDGE YK: What do you think the reaction will be when you
wear these Dene items at the Olympics?

MG: I'm expecting a lot of, Oh wow, where did you get
those!?!" type of questions. Traditionally made clothing is
very unique and an art form that [ don't think many people
get a chance to see in person. I hope people do ask lots of
questions, since I will have no problem bragging a little bit
about how and where they were made in my home, the
NWT!

Editor’s Note: Similar Dene gifts have been commissioned by sewers in the Dehcho for Hay River cross-country skier Brendan
Green, who is also competing in Sochi. EDGE YK sends along its best wishes and support to both of the NWT's athletes.

Represent!
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Follow us @GiantMine Suivez-nous @MineGiant

The Giant Mine Remediation Project:

Protecting human heaith
and the environment,
today and for the future

Le projet d'assainissement de la mine Giant :

protéger la santé humaine
et 'environnement,
aujourd’hui et pour demain




What's Happening at Giant Mine?

The infrastructure at Giant Mine is close to 60
years old and deteriorating quickly. Until the
proposed remediation plan is implemented, the
site requires constant care and maintenance.
The Project Team has already taken proactive
measures to address many hazards at the site.

Since 2011, the Project Team has:

» taken down the covering from the main
headframe,

 deconstructed the conveyor gallery (a large
bridge-like structure that was used to transfer
ore across the site),

» taken down 50% of the structures once
comprising the roaster complex, and

» placed approximately 11,000 cubic metres of
cemented paste underground near Baker Creek
to strengthen the surrounding rock (enough to
fill 4.5 Olympic-sized swimming pools).

Starting this summer, the Project Team will
continue with measures to address immediate
risks at the site. This will include:

» completing the decontamination and
deconstruction of the roaster complex,

* monitoring air quality around the site
and in the community, and

» continuing with assessments and strategies
to mitigate underground risk.

The work to date has significantly reduced
the potential impacts to the community in the
event of a collapse or fire at the roaster complex.

For more information, follow us on Twitter
or visit www.giant.gc.ca.

Que se passe-t-il a la mine Giant?

L'infrastructure de la mine Giant a pres de 60

ans et se détériore rapidement. D'ici a ce que

le plan d'assainissement proposé soit mis en

ceuvre, le site nécessitera une surveillance et un

entretien constants. L'équipe du projet a déja pris
des mesures proactives afin de faire face a de
nombreux dangers présents sur le site.

Depuis 2011, I'équipe du projet a :

¢ retiré le parement du chevalement du puits,

« démantelé la galerie du transporteur (large
structure similaire a un pont utilisée pour
transporter le minerai sur le site),

* démoli la moitié des batiments formant le
complexe de grillage,

* injecté environ 11 000 meétres cubes de pate
cimentée sous terre pres du ruisseau Baker
afin de renforcer le sol rocheux (suffisamment
pour remplir 4,5 piscines olympiques).

A compter de cet été, I'équipe du projet prendra
d'autres mesures en vue de gérer les risques
immeédiats observés sur le site. Cela comprendra :

« l'achévement de la décontamination et du
démantelement du complexe de grillage,

« la surveillance de la qualité de l'air autour
du site et au sein de la communauté,

» continuer avec des évaluations et stratégies
pour attenuer les risques associés au sous-
terrain.

Les travaux réalisés jusqu'a maintenant ont
diminué de facon considérable les répercussions
possibles sur la collectivité dans l'éventualité d'un
effondrement ou d'un incendie au complexe de
grillage.

Pour plus d'information, suivez-nous sur Twitter
ou visitez www.giant.gc.ca.

LY Canadi



C:eniuVZI When purchasing a

home, don't go it alone.
GREENWAY REALTY

- * Help find you the right home

* Negofiate on your behalf with the
homeowner’s agent

* Make sure you get exactly what you

g * pay for
Adrian Bell Karen Boudreau * Provide you with all of these services
867.446.9800 867.446.4388

free-of-charge
Centre Ice Plaza,
480 Range Lake Road, Yellowknife Call us foday to find out more.
www.century21yk.ca

Agent of Record: Jane Groenewegen

Northern art in the
heart of 0ld Town

Visit the NWT’s largest gallery for:
Fine art | Northern souvenirs | NWT Diamonds

I~ | 4
Northern apparel and outerwear r Viethamese Noodlle HA(‘)VUSG.

Infant and children’s wear \4609 50th Ave. | 873:3}

_ “ 10 X7~
’) 5005 Bryson Drive
(§

867-8773-8064 | gallerymidnightsun@theedge.ca Eat-in. Takeout. Free Delivery.
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Releasing my inner gladiator at the mic

Six years ago [ was a newbie musician in YK. I was
playing in various groups, leaming a lot, and gradually
merging my life with the music and arts community
one way or another. For quite a while [ was a sideman
or session musician — helping out on stage with
harmonica, keys, bass guitar, and vocals. But [ wanted
more. I wanted to do the solo singer/songwriter thing.
As simple as that may look to some, it demands a
whole lot of preparation and courage to carry off

properly.

[ needed a place to take those first few steps: to learn
the basics, to deal with my nerves, to court possible
disaster and humiliation; a place where I could hear
my own unencumbered voice coming out of stage
monitors and echoing off the walls, and feel what it's

by Jonathan Churcher

like to stand naked — well, metaphorically speaking —
in front of an audience.

When [ heard about the Javaroma Jam, a free, open
mic event that takes place every Saturday evening, it
sounded like the perfect arena to challenge my fate
(that's arena, as in gladiators, slaves, lions — you get
the picture).

Javaroma, located in downtown Yellowknife, is a cafe
that does not serve alcohol and provides light meals
all day, seven days a week. It's a community-minded
place with local art and photography on display,
where non-profit groups can often be seen holding
meetings in their makeshift ‘boardrooms,’ coffees
and bagel sandwiches in hand. When the SPCA was
raising money for the new animal shelter, Javaroma

photo courtesy.Marino Casebeer



management even made room for computers and
volunteers during a special fundraising event.

While [ was still in surveillance mode at the open mic
sessions, not yet daring to offer up my talent, I noticed
the same open-door attitude on Saturday nights.
Performers came into the cafe and requested stage
time. The host kept a list and allowed each person or
group a tum at the mic — usually proportional to the
number of acts weighed against the time available
until closing.

Although the term ‘open mic' conjures up images
of a musician-only occasion, that is not the case at
Javaroma. Poets, storytellers, and comedians have
performed there, and mimes are also welcome.

[ recall my first solo appearance as being somewhere
between awful and really, really bad. The difference
between what goes down in the privacy of one's
home, (where anyone can become a legend in his
or her own mind) and what happens in front of an
audience, can be enormous. Although the audiences
were not responding to my songs with thunderous
applause and standing ovations, their body language
telegraphed what could be interpreted as quiet
appreciation — although tolerant patience may be
closer to the truth. However, as the weeks went

by and [ did my two or three tunes at the mic, the
delivery became smoother and my comfort level
increased.

During this time, I was writing songs for my first CD
and slowly putting together a repertoire of originals
and cover tunes, so when the invitation came to
actually host the jam, [ was more-or-less ready. The
challenge for the Javaroma host is to be able to fill
the evening with songs, (something I could not do)
which is necessary if musicians do not show up. So

[ furiously emailed every local musician, requesting
(some would say ‘begging and pleading’) them to
attend and play a few tunes. This got me through the
first few hosting sessions, until I learned enough songs
to do the whole gig solo, if it became necessary.

The Javaroma open mic is an incubator for new
talent. It takes a lot of courage to stand in front of a
room full of strangers and attempt to create music,
recite poetry, and/or tell jokes. The good news is
that the audiences are of the o harsh attitude’

variety. A performer whose dry throat, cracking voice,
and shaking limbs sabotage their delivery, can get
appreciative applause simply because they made the
effort and did their best.

The open mic is also a meeting place where rookies
can mingle with, observe, and learn from seasoned
performers. | have introduced three-year-olds who
charmed the patrons with short songs about the
alphabet in French; talented teenagers ripping through
high-paced, original retro-punk tunes; seasoned
professionals showing the artistry that comes with
years of experience, and elders dipping far into the
past to share love songs in their native language.

From one week to the next, there's no telling who may
appear or what energy they will bring to the room.
Sometimes a group of fiddlers, in town for workshops
or a show, will fill the place with jigs and reels, or serve
as an impromptu backup band. [ had such backing
one night, and let me tell you, a bluegrass version of
The Thrill Is Gone can be an exhilarating experience.

A young man — a singer with iPhone in hand for

the lyrics and no backup music — charmed the

room to absolute silence with an inspired version

of Hey, Soul Sister. And there's the unusual and
exotic, best exemplified by a didgeridoo-playing Scot
who transported us all far from a 35-below, stormy
northem evening with the rhythmic, haunting,

eerily beautiful and earth-drenched sounds that no
other instrument can produce. I've heard American
flute melodies that tinged the room with a mystical
presence and a Newfoundland kitchen band that

got the audience laughing and dancing. And for a
contemporary touch, you could watch a musician
with headphones, foot-operated controls, keyboard,
computer, and guitar produce sounds best described
as cosmic disco.

So if you're looking for a place where you can relax

in comfortable couches, bring your children, enjoy
anice tea or coffee and dessert, and be entertained
by a totally impromptu lineup of entertainers, might

[ suggest you come to Javaroma on a Saturday night
between 7-10 p.m. You may just discover Yellowknife's
next greatest performer. Or maybe you'll be inspired
to take a turn at the mic yourself. You never know,
maybe someday you'll even be hosting the event. ()

To learn more about Jonathan Churcher’s CD, "Acasta Island” and to hear some other tunes he has recorded, go to
pelagicwordandsound.com and click on ‘music.’ You can also search for Jonathan Churcher on YouTube.
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Vvoice CONNECT WITH US . £ n

We're on the air to bring you great music
and stories about being real, living real,
and making positive choices. Stay tuned
for details about contests and prizes!

Tune in to the Show Thursday nights at 7:00 on CKLB (101.9 FM)

FEELREALRADIO.CA °

For straight up facts about drinking and drugs -
in the Northwest Territories, visit us online. ; o L =

If you would like this Si vous voulez ces informations [-\i@
information in another dans une autre langue 4 ey C*n%‘—’{-'
official language please  officielle, téléphonez-nous r=A mm:',,,_, m

call us at 867-920-3367.  au 867-920-3367. b
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Whether you want to build & house, & cabin or an office — or simply renovate an existing structure - the Energy
Wall™ Insulation System is the most efficient and cost effective way to complete a building envelope. The
technology has been used in numerous construction projects across the North with great feedback from users.

Today's standard R-Value for wall insulation is R20 / R30, the Energy Wall™ 154000 used for new construction
has R-Value 32.37 and the Energy Wall™ 1S3000 used for retrofits has R-Value 19.10 While the overall cost of the
Energy Wall™ Insulation System is similar to the materials for raditional construction, the high R-Value installed ,
continuous thermal break and the use of Energy Wall™ Insulation System made of NEOPOR keeps your home
cooler in the summers and warmer in the winters.

Because of the strategic design of the Energy Wall™ Insulation System, it also requires less building materials and
labour to create a double wall system for the building envelope. That means your building envelope goes up faster,
saving you time, which is incredibly important during construction.

PLEASE CALL (867) 873-5655, VISIT WWW.ENERGYWALLSYSTEMS.COM OR COME AND SEE OUR
SHOWROOM AT #15 CORONATION DRIVE, YELLOWKNIFE, NT. WE WOULD BE HAPPY TO ANSWER ANY
QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS YOU MIGHT HAVE.

e FGYPROCK

O T~

NERGY WALL™

& Building Products Ltd.
15 CORONATION DRIVE,
YELLOWKNIFE, NT X1A 2N5

PH B867.873.5655
energywallsystems.com



Stephen Richardson, band teacher

at Ecole Allain St. Cyr, also teaches

70 guitar, bass and djembe lessons
per week at Fiddles and Stix

Music Centre; is part of the band
3-Across-Dee-Eye; and together
with David Dowe, runs Double D
Rockstar Studios. With two songs
placed on the TV show Arctic Air, an
international guitar endorsement and
Neil Young calling their version of the
traditional Americana tune, Tom Dula
"Fantastic!,” Stephen is on a roll.

Jack Antonio (otherwise known as
Scott Roos, the high school band
teacher for Yellowknife Catholic
Schools), started a radio show off his
iPhone called Do You Know Jack,
which is now syndicated in the US,
Europe and Canada. He's also Scotty
the Rooster, who hosts a second
web-based radio program, The
Metal Factory Radio Show. Scott has
interviewed Jann Arden, Metallica,
Dee Snider and a host of other
musicians under his two aliases.
EDGE YK had an email chat with
them both.
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How two dudes are turning music into work

photo by Pat Kane

EDGE YK: What came first, the desire to
teach, or the desire to play music?

STEPHEN: The desire to play definitely
came first. I loved the sound of the
guitar. I repeatedly tried to teach
myself how to play guitar from a very
young age. [ was unsuccessful and
came back to it many years later as
an adult. When I was 27 my mother
was staying with me in Halifax as she
went through chemo treatments and
during this period I left my banking
job and decided to enroll in the StFX
University Jazz Guitar program. Her
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declining health situation is what made me decide that
[ didn't want to waste anymore of my time on things [
didnt believe in. I believe in music. You can successfully
start playing an instrument as an adult. [ wanted to pass
that on to others.

SCOTT: I have been around music all my life. So I would
say the desire to play came first. [ can remember writing
silly songs at the age of five and having those dreams and
aspirations to become a rock star. When I got to middle
school [ began playing the trumpet and saw it as a way
of literally escaping from bullies. The more afternoons I
did stuff with music, like sectional rehearsals or jazz band,
the less [ would have to face my tormentors. But the goal
of being "famous” never left me. [ have always thought
that being in music means reaching people. I think
teaching music has enabled me to reach MORE people in
the end than performing would have anyway. It's a great
profession and I happen to work at a great school (go St.
Pat's Irish!!!).

EDGE YK: Yellowknife: Live music haven, or live music hell?

STEPHEN: My band 3-Across-Dee-Eye is now entering
its eighth year together. Back in 2007 we played over

a hundred shows (in just that single year alone) while
we were also all teaching full-time. Some gigs were

on the East Coast but the majority of them were here
in Yellowknife. The local bar scene was fertile ground
to be an "originals” band. We ended up with over 80
self-penned songs. We thought of little else but writing,
improving and playing gigs. Since then the local live
scene and the venues’ wants have changed, and

sadly our Manly Rock Star lifestyle couldn't possibly be
maintained...its zenith reached, we now concentrate on
studio writing, recording, producing and mass coffee
consumption.

SCOTT: This is a tough question. I think in terms of
opportunities for young musicians, it's definitely a
haven. There's always non-profit organizations looking
for entertainment and the phone rings here at the high
school for our ensembles several times a year. I would
estimate that in the nine years I have been at Ecole St.
Patrick High School we have performed with different
ensembles over 300 times.

However, if you play turbo-charged punk rock at high
decibels, it can be tough to find anything by way of gigs.
Alot of the young bands in the city in the past have just
gone out and made their own shows in garages and
various underground venues.

EDGE YK: What do you tell students who are thinking of
pursuing music as a career?

STEPHEN: Often I have high school students who love
playing but tell me there is no money in music so they
will do something different when they graduate. I tell
them that it's very easy to make a career in music if
you arent banking on only being a huge rock star. That

dream is basically like hoping to win a lottery jackpot.
The approach of my business partner (David Dowe) and
[is more in line with the trades person/entrepreneur
running his/her own shop. We cover all the bases of
what a "music business” can be. We teach, we play, we
record, we produce, we write, we do posters/promotion,
we license our songs to TV and radio, we pursue

music grants and instrument endorsements, and most
importantly we carry all the heavy gig gear to the shows
ourselves.

SCOTT: I say go for it. In fact, if it's something they are truly
passionate about then why not??? I try to encourage

it as much as possible. My job can be stressful at times
but at the end of the day, [ have a lot of fun. [ love my
job because it's fun. That's it really. Music is fun. It's a fun
career.

EDGE YK: This one's for Jack, where do you see yourself in
five years?

JACK (SCOTT): First of all, show some respect! It's Mr.
Antonio to you! When you have achieved the level of
fame and success that I have - [ mean I'm practically a
household name in Fredericton for God's sakes - then
you should be called "Mister” AND if you really know me
then Jack will suffice. But you don't know me from Adam

so "Mr. Antonio” if you please. HAHA! Just kidding! Or am
[22?2?

But, to answer your question, [ would definitely like to
continue on the trajectory [ am now. [ would like to have
around 10,000 listeners tuning in every week and more
and more high profile guests. And it's not really that far-
fetched. A year ago, [ thought it was amazing to crack
100 listeners on one of the stations I am on. Now [ am
usually doing over 900, so it seems as though [ am on
the right path.

STEPHEN: (Psssst! He's Yellowknife's version of Howard
Stern.)

EDGE YK: Stephen, what did it feel like getting the nod from
Neil Young?

STEPHEN: I love Neil's work. Back in Nova Scotia [ briefly
played in a Neil Young Cover band and once we got

to open for The Trews. Placing in Neil's personal Top

10 with our version of Tom Dula in "Neil Young's Cover
an Americana Classic Contest” was a definite win for
our Double D Rockstar Studios. For a month straight
Dave and [ worked on our arrangement; the concept,
the vocals, the harmonies, and we dug deep with our
production process and the improvised lead guitar
work. To have an artist with Neil's longevity and icon
status truly appreciate that... It was true vindication that
our band is musically on the right track. We weren't
concerned with a prize; we only wanted to know what
he thought of our work. Very proud of that single. Check
it out at wwwi reverbnation.com/3acrossdeeeye ()

To hear Scott Roos’ programs, search “Do You Know Jack radio show”, and “The Metal Factory Radio Show” on Facebook.

26 EDGEYK.CA



Y
o Tglyﬁisories Legislative Assembly
DRAGON TONER -

NORTHERN BASED, NORTHERN FOCUSSED

Civil Litigation
Personal Injury
Environmental & Regulatory

Aboriginal

Administrative

Employment AP

Real Estate

Wills & Estates MLA, Kam Lake

Honourable David Ramsay
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories

Barristers & Solicitors

Tel: 867 873 6000 Fax: 867 873 6006
Toll Free: 1 888 558 0668

5016-50th Avenue

P.O. Box 996

Yellowknife NT X1A 2N7

I am available to meet or discuss issues
anytime. Please call or drop by the
Legislative Assembly building for a visit.

Phone: 867-669-2296
Email: davidramsay.mla@gmail.com

www.dragontoner.ca

Homelife's improved website still provides quick
information at your fingertips.

Simply...that easy

Even easier, you're one phone call away from our friendly,
professional service.

Homelifeyk.com
Simply...Real Estate

Proud supporter of

Michael Gilday
Team Canada Olympian

Logo created by

5103 - 52nd Street

(Formerly Canadian Pizza)

. 920-7
h OI: elifoey?(Si om If you're thinking of selling this spring...through an agent or not,

we may be your most important call.
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i§% TOMORROW
>~  STARTS TODAY

YELLOWKNIFE

The City of Yellowknife wants to make our community an even better place to live, work
and do business. To help achieve this vision, we spent months researching an Economic
Development Strategy and listening to how YK businesses and residents would build a
strong economic base for the future. Today, the strategy’s complete and we’ve started
working towards our goals of becoming a community that’s truly:

Dynamic and Talented and
growing educated

We’ll accomplish this by building on our current
strengths. To have a closer look at what’s planned for Connect with the
the next five years, search “Economic Development City of Yellowknife on

Strategy” at yellowknife.ca or call 920-5660
e-mail communications@yellowknife.ca n ﬂ Yl]ll“



JMMY JESIS

Long Dash for Freedom
by Jim Green | illustration by Alison McCreesh

(for Jimmy MclLean)
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Jimmy Jesus was running

he was running just as hard

as he could Goddamn well run
slamming out of the Gold Range
wheeling down the dark alley
humping up over the black rock
stumbling through Willow Flats
across Franklin Avenue by
Johnson's
keeping to the back roads
shying from the streetlights

hammering down the night trails

burning feet slapping the gravel
won't get me
won't get me
won't get me
you bastards

Jimmy saw them come in
two uniformed Cops
together in the bar

He knew all day

it had to happen

after not showing up
blowing the subpoena

He sauntered from the table

like it was just another duty call
headed for the can

bolted out the side door

busted into the October night
made a bee-line for Rainbow Valley
and his battered green canoe

So Jimmy was running

just as hard as he could run
Thirty days or thirty dollars
ain't no choice at all

when you haven't got a dime
no Goddamn way

won't get me

won't get me

you bastards

It was freezing some already
and if he could just make it
to open water and the river
to the log cabin on the island
he'd be safe for days

the ice too thin for walking

30 EDGEYK.CA

So Jimmy's going for it
he’s running like hell
fists cross punching
the night air

gaping mouth gasping
throat rasping

lungs blasting
stomach heaving
blood exploding

in his head

But he makes it by God

yanks canoe from green shadows
shoves out onto the lake

starts bashing ice with his paddle
smashing a trail across Back Bay
a quarter mile and he'll be free
clear of the ice

clear of the town

clear of the Cops

clear of the whole Goddamn works
Jimmy’s headed for open water

The river is still ice free

so if he can just keep going
crashing through the ice in the dark
stabbing and smashing

and pushing ahead

he'll reach that open water

And he doggone near made it

but he'd been on the sauce for two
weeks

hadn't eaten since he couldn't
remember when

the ice seemed to go on forever
and he was so tired

so damn dog tired

He caves in

he gives up

lays back in the canoe
gives in to the cold

hasn't the strength to go on
gives up in the black night
finished too tired

to goon

and nowhere to go

A few folks in the Old Town

heard some hollering and carrying on

thought the voice might be familiar

but things quieted down after a while
and they were able to get back to sleep

When Jimmy jerks awake it's first light
the canoe is stuck fast in the ice

and he's just a jumping

my God has he got the shakes

He breaks his paddle on the ice

and when he's through cursing

he starts in hollering for help

A Giant gold miner

taking in some crisp air

before a bunkhouse breakfast

and going down for another day
heard shouts across the bay
spotted Jimmy way out there
made a Good Samaritan phone call

And oh that coffee felt so good
Jimmy gulping it down

burning hell out of his tongue
crouching against the vibrating wall
way back from the yawning door
of the Armed Forces helicopter

Guzzling coffee from a Styrofoam cup
as the chopper rises over Latham Island
above the dozing planes at the float
base

the smoking chimney on Jolliffe

above Franklin Avenue where it climbs
the hill

over the Post Office the school and the
hospital

out over Tommy Forrest ball park

the still spruce and gray granite

and Jimmy is just about to ask

for another coffee

when notices they're touching down
in the familiar parking lot

of the

YELLOWKNIFE

CORRECTIONAL

INSTITUTE

you bastards
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UNWIND AFTER WORK

In our newly renovated lounge while enjoying great specials

Like *7 Appie Hour 2-5 every
week night and all night on Saturday

Or two-for-one apps on Tuesday
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wings on Wednesday
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N a dog-crazed town

Tales from the 45th Street Alley

by Thomas Parker | illustrations by Katie O'Beirne

“Yellowknife's a dog town,” is a statement I've heard
before. Most pet owners in this town have chosen the
dog: the loop-tailed husky, the affectionate lab, and even
the little lap dogs. Yellowknife has a dog park and dog
poop bins, dog-sitting opportunities and dog-walking
clubs. I was nearly convinced everyone had a dog in this
town — until [ spent time in the alley.

Amidst the bungalows, businesses, and apartments in
downtown Yellowknife, there is an alley behind 45th
street where cats roam. The alley is narrow and gravel,
and each home has a different coloured backyard fence,
a garbage bin, and string of wires leading to a hydro
pole. Well, I've counted seven cats in this area, some are
pets, and some are feral, and I've named them all. The
core group consists of Red, Grey, Cow-cat, and my cat,
Juniper. Other sightings include Halloween-cat, Calico-
Kitty, Tango, and Mr. Patterson, a neighbour who kind of
looks like a cat.

Alley life is tough for the cats and certainly not a place
for dogs. Typically, dogs are supervised or contained to
an area by a leash or fence. Alley cats don't have these
restrictions and are free to explore territory and hunt
unsuspecting birds and mice. They delicately roam the
area with an upright tail and curious attitude, but make
no mistake, these cats are killers and the alley is their turf.

One evening, back in September, I wandered the alley
searching for my Juniper. ‘June! Jooooniper!” I hollered,
but no response. The air was crisp as [ strolled and rattled
a plastic cup of cat food. “Where's Juniper,” [ shouted up
to the shiny black ravens on the web of hydro lines, and
again, no response.

After ten minutes of searching I gave up and headed
home. That's when I heard the grumble. I froze. It was
coming from the neighbour's fence, where Red lives.
‘Grrr...Munr.” It sounded like two muffled engines, but I

Halloween !



felt deep in my stomach that it was probably cats.

[ crept towards the growling as the gravel crunched underneath my
steps. “Juniper!” I gasped. Through my neighbour's fence wickets I
saw her arched back, her tail poofed like a feather duster, and her
little body turned sideways. Staring back at Juniper was a wolverine-
type cat, 15 inches from paw to shoulder. It was Grey. His deep and
golden eyes were glaring at little June. Suddenly, the cats sprung
into each other, forming a fur ball that bounded on the concrete.
Desperately, I began whipping cat food between the fence at the
ball like a pellet gun, but to no avail. What happened next was weird
and amazing: Red pranced into the scene and the cats quickly
disengaged. Grey landed ready to pounce again, but Juniper kept
rolling like a bad stuntman to an eventual stop. The three cats swiftly
exchanged stares and then dispersed. With the quickness of an alley
cat, I also dispersed, bounding after Juniper to my backdoor.

The next morning, [ sat reflecting at the breakfast table. [ wondered
what provoked the catfight and why Red was able

to defuse the situation. These alley cats are so
unpredictable, [ concluded, shaking my head. Maybe
people in this town prefer dogs because they are
predictable pets. Dogs will stay by your side, unless
they see other dogs. Dogs will sit and roll over if
trained, and will play catch even after everyone is

tired of catch. These alley cats are different. They

are precarious. They own their backyards, but will
meander the alley looking for friends, or for trouble.
As the cold and dark of winter settles in, so do the cats
in their respective homes. Snuggling into their more
domestic lifestyles, but perhaps dreaming of the spring
q and the escapades of the Alley. (®)

Juniper

‘Alley lite Is tough
for e cats an
cerainly not a place
for dogs,

Calico

Thomas Parker moved to Yellowknife in 2011 for work and has been trapped ever since. He enjoys cycling and writing, but
not at the same time.



~ Like a house of cards

by Brian Kinzie

A

This historic building near pilot's monument was
demolished this past autumn with little fanfare or notice
from the community. It was purely by chance that I
took the first photo of the house before any work had
begun. Once [ noticed that it was about tobe |, I B
retumed on several occasions to document the demise
of the building, which was once known as the House of
Horrors. Built in 1938, this building initially served as a
rooming house and gained its name due to the parties
and card games held there. The loss of the House of
Horrors is indicative of the slow change of the landscape
in Old Town.
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E\IERY DAY H UNW PROTEGTS 5500 WORKERS

'\\ﬁWe promote safe and:healthy wor
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‘The UNW understands the North and Northerners Call us for more mformatlo
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UNW, your northern umon

Contact us at pn: s67) 873-5668 Fax: (867) 920-4448 Email: hq@unw.ca Website: www.unw.ca Twitter: @UNW_NWT

Entertaining visiting
family and friends?

Book one of our local
Yellowknife tours

starting at
$50/person.

i

Backyard mybackyardtours.com
Tburs 867-920-4654

They’re a great way to show off YK.

Show your love with a
Valentines Gift Card

Gift Certificot®
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ethanda offers Organic and Vegan skin care,
Nail care, waxing and make up.

February/March Promotions

40% off select nail lacquers & 15% off brow shaping

ethanda www.ethanda.com
day spa  446-4436
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We’re gearin’ up for Long John Jamboree.
ﬁ You should see all the awesome stuff
we’ve got going on this year A\
Stuff for kids?
Totally... there’s a kids tent with crafts, carnival h
games, a scavenger hunt and a fashion show for
kids to show off their creations A\
Will there be
fireworks again? As long as we get local sponsors for them!
Remember that awesome bonfire? That’ll be
happening again - they’re calling it Burn on
Sweet!! & the Bay! \

There was some awesome music last year

And there’ll be more this time... even on fri and sat night.
You can listen from the Brrrr Garden!

Cl'here’s gonna be a beard growing and leg hair growing contest... gotta enter Feb 27

)

I've gotta volunteer Right? Oh and you should enter the Long
for this! John / Long Jane contest. Sell the most
raffle tickets and win awesome prizes

PAN

(Oh man, almost forgot )
the ice carving! There’s
gonna be carvers
creating art out of blocks
of Great Slave Ice.
It's awesome that
De Beers sponsors that.
Those carvings blow me
away... They’ll be done
Sat and lit up.

.

I’ll check out the
website asap!

PAN

(AND on site there’ll be )
a bunch of wicked food
vendors, artist market,
helicopter rides, cabane
a sucre, dog races...

\It S gonna be epic A

“FIRST AIR MARCH
Dt Beers 28-30

GrRoOuUP OF COMPANIES LONGJOHNJAMBOREE.CA




PINT PAUGITY

Yellowknife readies for its own brew pub | by Alex Power | photos by Pat Kane

Right before moving to Yellowknife I traded my air
conditioner for a 25 kg sack of malted barley. If you didn't
already know, this is the primary ingredient for making
beer. While Yellowknife might be some kilometres shy

of the Barrenlands, it's still a craft beer desert. So, while I
wouldn't be needing an air conditioner anymore, [ would
definitely be needing more beer-making supplies.

Elsewhere in Canada, the craft brewing industry is in

the midst of a boom. Small breweries producing high
quality beer are opening faster than ever before. In 2009,
Statistics Canada reported 209 breweries in Canada,

and that number is growing. What's more, these small-
scale brewers are capturing more market share from
large national beer brands, as beer drinkers’ pallets shift
away from mass-produced factory beer towards the
more complex offerings of craft brewers. It was against
this backdrop that I realized I'd be moving to a territory
with neither a brewery nor brew-pub. But that's about to
change.

A Yellowknife couple is taking the city’s pint paucity to
heart. Fletcher and Miranda Stevens are preparing to open
anew brew-pub in Old Town, marking the second time
this has been tried. Legend has it that back in the early
‘90s Yellowknife had its own Arctic Brewing Company.
Notwithstanding the geographic inaccuracies of its name
and reports of mediocre beer, it was wildly popular,
drawing scores of parched Yellowknifers to the deck of the
old Canadian Pacific Airlines building overlooking Back Bay.
The Stevens hope their brew-pub will be just as popular —
but with better beer and more staying power.

Like many, Fletcher started homebrewing to offset the cost
of beer. When Miranda agreed to move to Yellowknife with
him in 2009 she was stunned by the exorbitant cost of
beer, and told him he'd better start making some, and fast.

After getting some beginner’s advice from Miranda’s
brother Devin, himself a long-time homebrewer, Fletcher
bought a homebrew kit. So began the odyssey. Fletcher
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and Miranda described his few batches as “drinkable,” but
they got better. This progress hit a few bumps along the
way; like the time he flooded the backyard and nearly lit
the house on fire while trying out his newly upgraded
brewing system.

Then one day Fletcher brought Miranda a glass of his most
recent brew. After a few tastes, Miranda said, “This is good,
whered you get it?" This marked a turning point.

Three years later the back room of their house and

the shed in the yard have been seconded to the beer-
making effort. Carboys full of fermenting beer, laboratory
equipment for growing yeast, an electric control panel,
brewing kettles, pumps, silicon tubing and kegs. Lots of
kegs. This is a house for making beer. Good beer.

But why a full blown brew-pub? As a homebrewer,

I've know many people with borderline out-of-control
brewing tendencies who've never taken the final leap
into commercial brewing. When [ asked the couple this
question, Fletcher joked that opening a brew-pub was his
way of keeping Miranda from leaving Yellowknife.

“T've always wanted to own a restaurant,” says Miranda,
“‘and we really feel like there's a market for this sort of pub
in Yellowknife.” As an admittedly biased, craft beer lover,
this author has to agree.

Currently, there is no liquor-primary establishment in
Yellowknife showcasing an extensive beer list, let alone
an emphasis on craft breweries. Even beer from the
Whitehorse based Yukon Brewing Company is hard to
come by. So much for territorial solidarity.

Fletcher and Miranda have selected an Old Town building
at 3901 Franklin Ave,, as the location for the brew-pub.

Immediately north of Haks Auto body, the wedge shaped
site sits behind the mural of Yellowknife Bay. The building

is currently being renovated and the couple plan to move
equipment in as soon as it's ready.

“We initially wanted to be in there by March,” says Miranda,
“but it's taking a bit longer, so we're using the extra time to
keep working on our plan.”

The couple have big plans for the brewery, and see no
reason to confine their product to the North. “We already
have two bars in the south that are willing to carry our
beer once we're up and running,” Fletcher says.

Sending their product south will represent a significant
departure from the traditional economics of beer in the
Northwest Territories. As it stands, all of our beer is brought
in from outside the territory. Perhaps nothing better
llustrates our longstanding dependence on southem

beer than the annual Beer Barge Bash. What other city
celebrates a historic dependence on beer shipped over
long distances? If there were such a thing as a beer trade-
deficit (and maybe there should be) we would be running
one. Fictional economic indicators aside, [ feel a new
locally owned business meeting local demand can only be
good for the city.

The proof, however, is in the pudding. Just because
someone wants to open a brew-pub doesn't mean the
beer will be any good. For the sake of the community, [
took it upon myself to try some of Fletcher's most recent
homebrew creations. So, under the auspices of writing a
magazine article,  managed to sample both the India Pale
Ale (IPA to those in the know) and the coffee porter. The
IPA had a clean hoppy flavour and aroma while the coffee
porter had just the right amount of sweet and roasted
flavours. Suffice it to say, without tuming this into a beer
review, that the quality and drinkability of the beer was
reflected in the circuitous path [ walked home that night.
With a bit of luck I hope to be tracing similar paths home
from Old Town's newest brew pub this summer. ()

Alex Power s a genetic engineer turned freelance writer. When not brewing beer in his kitchen, he’s usually brewing coffee.

“Like many,

% Fletcher started

. homebrewmg
to offset the
cost of beer.”

. Miranda and Fletcher
Stevens are moving
their beer-making
operations into a new
brew pub in Old Town
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Bill Erasmus

The long-serving chief gives a primer

on Yellowknife's Dene roots
photo by Pat Kane

For 23 years, pony-tailed Dene National Chief Bill Erasmus has been the face of the Dene Nation. Whether
it's fighting for aboriginal and treaty rights, marching down Franklin to protest fracking, or addressing
the United Nations on climate change, Erasmus has been the voice of his people. A born-and-raised
Yellowknifer, EDGE YK sat down with him in his office for a primer on aboriginal relations, and the changes

he's seen in his city.

EDGE YK: If you were teaching a northem studies course
to people new to Yellowknife, what would you like
them to know?

ERASMUS: I would like them to know that as the First
Peoples in this area, the Yellowknives Dene still have an
interest in the land and the resources and everything
we see around us. What that means legally is that they
have underlying title to the lands and the resources.
Yellowknife now has become home to a lot of other
people, and the Yellowknives Dene are OK with that,
and they in fact welcome — and their arms are open to
— other people, they just want them to recognize that
this is still their home. Even though you've got 20,000
people here, this is really originally the home of the
Yellowknives and everyone that comes here needs to
recognize that, and respect that, so that's what they ask
for.

EDGE YK: How would you explain the relationship
between N'dilo and Yellowknife?

ERASMUS: The Yellowknives Dene are from in and
around the area of what is now present day Yellowknife.
People who are part of the community are a whole
mix of people. Myself for example, I live in N'dilo, my
parents are originally from Behchoko, they moved into
Yellowknife in the late 40s and most of us were born

in Yellowknife so we didn't have to leave to residential
school. Ndilo is called Lot 500, which really is within
the municipality of Yellowknife, but it's federal lands
that were set aside for Indian housing in 1959. So there
are 55 acres that constitute N'dilo, and N'dilo in our
language means end of the island. People originally
were living in a whole number of places, and they were
relocated to that piece of real estate. That's how N'dilo
originated. Across the bay with Dettah it's the same
designation of lands set aside for Indian housing —350
acres.

When you're in the Yellowknife municipality, and
you go to Ndilo, you go up Morrison, [ live in that
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first house, then you're in another jurisdiction where
the chief and council take over. So you have two
municipalities, two jurisdictions, adjacent to each other
and the trick is to make them mesh. For example, there
are shared services. Water is provided by the City with
an arrangement by the chief and council. Sewage is
provided by a contractor from the Yellowknives Dene.
There's a whole different set of rules when you come
into N'dilo and I don't think a lot of people know and
understand that. An interesting thing happened a few
years ago where dogcatchers, the bylaw guys, were
trying to get some dogs and they ran into N'dilo, so
they had to stop until they got authority to go in. It's
similar to when you drive towards
Behchoko and you head into
Tlicho territory. You hit Boundary
Creek, and it’s called Boundary
Creek because it's a boundary
between Treaty 8 on this side

and Treaty 11 on that side, and
when you get into Tlicho lands,
it's incumbent upon us to find out
what the rules are.

EDGE YK: The Yellowknives Dene

are part of the original Treaty 8,
negotiated in 1900. The Dene

and the federal govermment

can't seem to come to a shared
understanding of what that treaty
means, so today, the Yellowknives
are negotiating another agreement,
the Akaitcho Process. What's the status of those
negotiations?

ERASMUS: The Yellowknives Dene are part of Akaitcho
because that constitutes Treaty 8, which is part of what
is now Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia
and extends as far north as Yellowknife. So Yellowknife
is the most northern community within Treaty 8. The
communities around the lake include Yellowknife,
Lutselk'e and Deninu Kue. They're at the table trying

to sort out what the treaty rights and obligations are in
relation to Treaty 8.1 haven't been briefed lately, but I
know they're still at the table and there’s a time frame

in place and a whole set of talks that continue to go on.

There are negotiators, and then the leadership provide
them the guidance, and the leadership then go to the
membership for the approval

EDGE YK: People, especially people new to here, often
wonder why they can't buy or lease land around
Yellowknife. What do you say to them?

ERASMUS: Well, the difficulty is that 40 years ago, in 1973,

our chiefs took Canada to court on the issue of land
ownership and Judge Morrow ruled in favour of the
Dene saying we still have a legal interest in the land.
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“Even though
you've got 20,000
people here, this
1s really originally

the home of the
Yellowknives...”

So what it means is that actually we're the landowners
and the original treaties that we made were peace and
friendship. The difficulty is, Canada has always insisted
that they're actually the landowners so they call it
federal land, or Crown land. So the whole debate now
at the table is how to clarify that. So in the meantime,
because Canada doesn't outright own the lands, there's
no process like you would find in the south where lands
can be bought and sold and so on.

EDGE YK: What changes have you seen in the
relationship between aboriginal and non-aboriginal
people in Yellowknife since you were a kid?

ERASMUS: Well, [ think there's always
been a close relationship. [ was
born in Yellowknife, and growing
up here there was always a bond
between the early residents, the
long-term families who were here,
because the climate dictated.

For example, if it's 60 below and
your neighbour needs wood, you
just help them out. You don't ask
questions and you don't expect
them to do much in retum
because you know somewhere
down the road they'll help you.
Whether you have lack of food,

or whatever it is, so people just
always helped each other out and
there was a mutual understanding
between the people that were here. And when I was a
little guy there were maybe 1,000 people, 1,500-2000
people, and so everyone knew one another and people
were hard working. And so that was the early days.

Now the town has grown quite rapidly and you'll find
the permanent residents and then you'll find the whole
transient population, and what has really changed is
we've got a lot of people coming in from other places
with a different world view. A lot of times we find that
they have to adjust their thinking, because they're not
used to being in a minority situation, they're not used
to having aboriginal people have such a high profile.

[ think since the early ‘80s, the premier in the NWT

has been aboriginal. That's unusual. The majority of
the MLAs are aboriginal. You have organizations like
the Dene Nation that is probably the longest standing
political organization active in the North, so we're high
profile and we're visible. I think that's all to the good.

But then there are some negatives. We're noticing all of
the sex abuse charges, we're noticing that Yellowknife's
number four in terms of the highest crimes in the
country. That is huge. There's something not right

and we have to correct it. Yellowknife only has 20,000
people. North Battleford is number one in the country

continued on page 45



Only $5 to enter and all proceeds will be
donated to Yellowknife Women’s Shelter

Enter Your Lips To Win!

- |

Pucker up for a
good cause today!
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MERLE NORMAN®
Try our delicious soup & sandwich combos, SO ETICS ARND SI= 1

daily specials and vegetarian options. 867-920-2611
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Lower Level YK Centre | 873-8782
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Put Your Best Smile Forward

Adam Dental Clinic offers superior whitening
for a confident, radiant and beautiful smile.

Containing a higher concentration of bleach than
similar drugstore products, the Phillips ZOOM
DayWhite whitening kit delivers noticeable results
in 1-2 weeks. Studies have also

proven that this system provides il o

more enamel protection and causes e
less sensitivity than your typical [E 1%

over-the-counter pharmacy brands.

Check us out at: : :
o o Box 1118, 5209 Franklin Avenue | Yellowknife, NT X1A 2N8
adamdentalclinic.ca s Emergency: 873-1250 | P:873-2775 F:920-2775

Individuals must have had a dental check-up and dental hygiene appointment within the year. All proposed dental treatment must
be completed prior to whitening, unless otherwise approved by their dentist.

Winter Got You
Down?

Get out of town with our
huge selection of travel
gear and clothing from the
top brands.

From bathing suits to shades, suitcases
to sandals, Overlander Sports has
everything you need to get away to the
sunny south this winter.

@3
overla ndc?r—? 4909 50th Street

Proud Hosts of the Banff Mountain Film Festival - Feb 28 and Mar 1 Ph 867-873-2474 o www.ovcrlanclersports.com
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continued from page 42
and they also have about 20,000 people.

EDGE YK: You think the crime situation’s gotten a lot
worse?

ERASMUS: Oh it's terrible, it's terrible, it was never like this.
And I think we can attribute it to a number of things,
including the mining. Diamonds bring in a certain kind
of people. A certain kind of activity including drugs

and alcohol and addictions and I don't know if the two
week in and two week out rotation helped, but I think
we need to assess where we're at and improve on it. We
certainly can't get any worse.

You know? So yah, there's been changes.

EDGE YK: The chief in Deline was talking about trying to
help his people from the community who have hit hard
times and find themselves on the streets of downtown
Yellowknife. I wonder what your view is on how the city
as a whole can address that?

ERASMUS: Well, [ congratulate Chief Kenny for his
comments of assisting his citizens that are in urban
areas, it's not only Yellowknife. But as you know, the
theory'’s still out there that our cities are paved with
gold, so it's common all over the world that people
from smaller places will migrate to the huge cities, or to
the larger areas.

Growing up in Yellowknife there was no such thing

as homeless people, so that whole concept is new to
many of us and I don't think we know how to deal with
it. Years ago if someone didn't have a home, normally
their relatives would take them in. I think the majority of
these people that are homeless have relatives, but they
outplay their welcome because of the addictions and
there's behaviour that goes along with it. If they were
just people without a home and there was no alcohol
and drugs involved, there wouldn't be a problem.

My understanding is many of them in their home
communities, they have a home, they have a place

to stay, but when they come to Yellowknife they get
messed up and they have a difficult time going back.

There are agencies that were set up specifically to help
urban people, like friendship centres. Also the Healing
Drum. I think what we need to do is bring all of the
social entities together and come up with a solution
because it's getting unlike any other time in our history.
There used to be a provision within Indian Affairs where
if you were destitute they would help you. If you were
travelling and you became at a point where you didn't
have any money left and you were on the streets, you
could go to Indian Affairs and they would help you

get home. I don't know if that still exists. It's part of the
treaty provisions because it's to help people in time of
need.

“You'll find that if
you really need help,
people will help you

and they know in

return you will help
them. That's the way
Yellowknife is.”

EDGE YK: Is there anything else youd like to say to our
Yellowknife readers?

ERASMUS: Speaking as someone who was borm here,
Yellowknife is a wonderful place. There are so many
people here with skills and varied backgrounds and the
good thing is it still has a small town atmosphere. We
find sometimes that people come from other places
and they want to make it something that it's not, and
that's OK, but please recognize and support the way
people are because people are the way they are for a
reason, and the reason really is to support each other.
And you'll find that there are people here for 30-40
years, they don't know the other person’'s name but
they know them to see them and they'll say hello. And
that's the beauty of this place. And you'll find that if you
really need help, people will help you and they know
in retum you will help them. That's the way Yellowknife
is and I think it will always be that way. [ don't know
anyone that has come here and really doesn' like

the place. There may be some people from smaller
communities who feel they're in competition with YX,
because [ know when [ used to live in Fort Simpson, for
example, [ was there for 5-6 years in the 70s, and a lot
of people would complain about Yellowknife because
of the structure of government and so on, but really
when it comes down to it Yellowknife is not much
different from other communities in the NWT. So I think
that's important. ()
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Is Kam Lake

Yellowknife's new

Old Town?

A look inside the city’s eclectic industrial park

Story by Janna Graham | Photos by Fran Hurcomb

When Jo Kelly arrived in Yellowknife, she came with

a dog team. In 2001, almost everyone who kept sled
dogs lived in Kam Lake. It was a no brainer. Kelly

rented a property on Curry Drive and loved the access
to wide open spaces to run her dogs. Back then, the
neighborhood was the kind of place where it was just as
likely to see the Debogorski's pig roaming the roads as it
was to see a team of dogs heading towards the lake or a
dump truck lumbering by with a load of topsoil.

It wasn't the kind of property most people would lust
after, but it was perfect for Jo. There was a kind of do
your own thing’ coexistence between industry, animals
and people.

“Our friends who live in the south with dogs on nice
acreages and properties come here and they see all these
dogs in a little industrial lot and they think its sounds
horrible,” says Jo, sitting behind the desk at Qimmiq
Kennels, a large dog-boarding business she started once




she purchased and settled on her lot. ‘It does sound
horrible but I tell them that we can literally cross Curry
Drive and get out onto Great Slave Lake and I can go
right to the Arctic Ocean and never pass a street or a
power line.”

In fact, Jo joins a long list of adventurers, like American
explorer Will Steger, who have set out for Arctic
expeditions off Curry Drive, in Kam Lake.

On a good day, Qimmiqg Kennel has between 30-50
doggy boarders. Since her house is next to the kennel,
Jo and her neighbours have a soundscape that includes
howling dogs, blasting, drilling and diesel engines. “We're
all tolerant and I think that's great.”

Kam Lake, located in the city’s extreme southern limits, is
an industrial park — at least that's what it was supposed
to be. It was zoned for commercial and industrial use.
Yellowknife historian Ryan Silke notes that when, in 1971,
the city advertised the first 10 lots at the new Kam Lake
Industrial Park, Yellowknife's core reached only to the
intersection of 57th Street and Franklin Avenue. Past that
was Tommy Forest Ball Park, McNiven Beach and the
dump (located where William McDonald School track

and field is now) and the jail (where the Multiplex is now).

If Yellowknife ever had an outskirts, Kam Lake was it.

<« Beck's Kennels give winter tourists a taste of northern reality. A Winter woolies at Artic Farmers.

Road Trucker."
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Before the 1970s, not much was happening in Kam Lake.
Once, in 1936, Cominco built a prospecting camp on the east
shore so that planes could land on ice-free Kam Lake, which
thawed before Yellowknife Bay. When Yellowknife Bay thawed
later that spring, the camp was relocated. Then in the 1940s,
the Department of Transportation cut what's now Kam Lake
Road to build a radio transmission tower on the south end of
the lake. That tower is still in use for airport traffic.

Families started moving into Kam Lake after lot owners
were permitted to build ‘caretaker residences’ beside their
businesses. Many of the founding families still live and work
there. Nolting, Eggenberger, Beck, Debogorski are a few of
the family names that made it so much more than just an
industrial zone. It became a scrappy, somewhat eccentric
community of trades people, dog mushers and heavy
machine operators.

Alex Debogorski figured the city would want people like him
to move out to a more industrial area after he filled up his yard
on Bigelow Drive with cars. In 1981, he registered Eagle North
Contracting and sat on the steps of city hall for 26 hours to
get his first lot.

It would be fair to say that Alex, who has raised a family of 11
children in Kam Lake, is of Yellowknife's old world order. He
says the original residents of his neighbourhood are “stick in
the mud right-wingers here to make a dollar,” and that the
value of being in Kam Lake is that he can do what he wants
without by-law officers slapping tickets on him. There's space
to roam and to expand.

Alex has reserved one of the lots he owns for his collection of
vintage vehicles and equipment. There's construction trucks,

. V! A classic American cars and '50s pickup trucks. There's an ‘80s

] = L } = Suburban tucked in beside what looks like an Oldsmobile.

ra A b

A A A hidden treasure from the old Rayrock Mine A Dermot O'Neil teaches continued on page 51
drumming in a converted storage unit. ¥ Mid-May at Boreal Gardens.




Looking for something quick and
delicious at a great value for lunch?

Grab the great taste of KFC on the go.
Tender, freshly prepared chicken that’s
served up hot and delicious in a bun,
wrap, bowl or simply on its own.

Big Crunch, Toasted Twister Wrap, Popcorn Chicken,
Zinger Sandwich and many more scrumptious options
at a great price.

Come by for lunch or call for delivery today!

Mon-Thurs: 10:30am-10:00pm
Fri-Sat: 10:30am-11:00pm
Sunday: 11:00am-10:00pm

4919 48th St | Ph. 873-2777

! gawut

Nearly new, one of
a kind, designer items.

New items arriving daily.

Clothing and accessories
for women, men and children.

Purses, scarves, belts, hats, shoes,
jewelry, gifts and much more.

Discover Vintage Vogue again,
and again, and again...

873-VGUE (8483)
vintagevogueyk@hotmail.com

\ Visit us at 5012-50th Ave

sl

DANCE ACADEMY

DANCE CLASSES FOR ALL AGES

Dance (/Q“% %r“f(%/

Spring Break Camp!
Triple Threat Spring Break Day Camp
(Ages 6-11) with Lina Balll
Have fun singing, dancing and acting in this
week-long musical theatre dance camp.
Boys & Girls Ages 6-11+ March 17 - 21, 2014
9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Summer 2014 Camps & Classes

Registration begins March 1¢

Open Registration for the

2014/2015 Season

begins on May 28"

BiA
IG:

2004-2014

AN

(867) 87-DANCE

Register online

www.belladance.ca
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48 Taylor Road, Yellowknife (867) 873-3223

L’Ecole Allain St-Cyr, la seule école a Yellowknife qui offre un programme d’éducation
en francais langue premiére, ouvre ses portes aux parents et aux éléves qui visent
un bilinguisme durable, un environnement culturel enrichi, la diplomation et
I'employabilité.

e ambiance chaleureuse et vibrante,

e petites classes — ratio enseignants/éleves bas ;

e personnel dynamique et en développement continu ;

e programme de soutien qui répond aux besoins de tous les éléves ;

* parteneriat école/parents/communauté sans pareil.

¢ Depuis 2009, la population a augmenté de plus de 30 éléves.
¢ En 9¢ année, chaque éléve recoit un ordinateur portable.
La Commission scolaire francophone offre des bourses d’études de 3 5008 a tous les
finissants qui poursuivent des études supérieures.
A chaque année, un groupe scolaire fait un voyage d’envergure :
® 2013 - Voyage au Sénégal
* 2014 - Voyage-échange aux lles-de-la-Madeleine
A chaque année, les éléves du secondaire font un voyage en canot
e Des équipes de I'EASC participent a tous les tournois sportifs et réussissent tres bien.

¢ En franchissant les portes de I'école Allain St-Cyr, on ressent la fierté de tous ; éléves,
membres du personnel, parents et communauté.

Ensemble, batissons notre fierté !

Pour inscrire votre enfant, ou si vous avez des questions, n’hésitez pas
a communiquer avec la direction d’école,

Madame Yvonne Careen
(867) 873-3223
Yvonne_Careen®@learnnet.nt.ca




"Hell, in 15 years,
this will all be
residential and
there will be none
of us here.”

continued from page 48

They are rough, rusty and, in a few cases, well on their
way to composting. Yet, there's a sense of entering a
curated space of living monuments chronicling colourful
chapters of Yellowknife industry and leisure.

“‘Some of this stuff that I save, people think it's an eyesore
but they don't realize it's the history of the city,” says Alex,
pointing to a green Dodge that appears to be sinking into
the ground. “That's the first City of Yellowknife building
inspector’s car — a 1952 Plymouth.”

S

Perhaps, he muses, there's a market to bring tourists out
here to see some of these old machines. A fire truck
from Pine Point from the 1960s, a cable ripper from

a 1940s cat train, a wooden boat (a ‘barrel back rum-
runner’) rumoured to have been owned by Al Capone.
It's a graveyard for old vehicles and machines that were
destined to be smashed at the dump.

Of course, Alex is not alone in his eye for collecting
beautiful junk in Kam Lake. A cruise down Curry Drive
and up around Coronation reveals mysterious and
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A The twinkle in Alex Debogorski's eyes is a good indicator of his exuberant personality. ¥ Ron’s Auto, the gateway to the Kam Lake.

wonderful relics on display in lots and storage yards. A
decommissioned truck cab here, a sleeping Volkswagen
van there. Trailers, RVs, buses, boats piles outside a
wooden shack puffing smoke, presumably housing a
‘caretaker.’

As with any old world order, new order has come calling;
some of it in the form of the extension road to the airport
and a new residential subdivision being built at Grace
Lake, And then - there's Homes North blasting rock next
to the Yellowknife Correctional Centre for a mixed-use
facility.

“Hell, in 15 years, this will all be residential and there will
be none of us here,” grumbles Alex.

Jo Kelly says the biggest change she's seen is the huge
influx of traffic from new businesses and housing, which
hasn't been great for her dogs.

That said, there's been an increasing interest in Kam Lake
by people who want to experiment. Arctic Farmer's foray
into northern farming has brought chickens, donkeys and
sheep into the mix. Musicians and actors have discovered
buildings like the old YK Dairy make for great rehearsal
spaces. Bands can rock out without worrying about noise
complaints. Dermot O'Neil, who teaches drum lessons
there, says, “You can't get spaces downtown or in the
malls for what we're doing. It's out of the way, [ can make
all the noise I want and nobody bothers us.”

It's been said that Kam Lake is a bigger, bolder version

of what ‘Old Town' Yellowknife once was. Take a drive
out and see for yourself. Once you hit the bump on Kam
Lake Road, right around Ron's Auto Service & Equipment,
you're crossing the border into a wilder, rougher place.
Yellowknife's industrial zone carries something of the
heart of what our city once was --the grit, steel and
rusted junk, along with tenacious, creative and hard-
working characters — that form the backbone of the
town. (f)



LONG AND SHORT-TERM
HOUSING SOLUTIAONS

Need a comfortable place to call
home for a short time?

The Arnica Inn has weekly, monthly and corporate
rates available.

Kitchenettes, plug-in parking, and laundry facilities on site.

Call toll-free at 1-877-873-8511 or book online at arnica.com
4115 Franklin Ave, Yellowknife

$\_arnicainn
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Northland Utilities

Looking for something more permanent?

TC Group of Companies offers our tenants spacious
and secure apartments.

Units available in Bartesko, Lundstrom, Solar and
The Executive.

To apply online or view floor plans, please
visit tcent.ca or call 669-8300.

T|(C

TC GROUP

Know?

Using a space heater to keep
a room warm can cost you
more than $68 a month.

Using an electric blanket to keep you warm

at night can save you enough money to buy
40 cups of coffee.

Contact your local customer service advisors if you have

questions about your electrical bill or would like more
information on how to manage your own consumption.

481 Range Lake Road, Yellowknife, NT X1A 3R9

(Yellowknife) Limited | (867)873-4865 | www.northlandutilities.com

An ATCO Company

Walk in Customers: Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
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TRIPRIF C/;;M
TUESDAYS

Travel from select communities
Terrific savings on airfares
Tickets go on sale Tuesdays
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Ontfase and surcharges o
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- $9Q 00 BLowest Year-Round Faref
- Fare* including surcharges 00k tOday on 'y for trave ar e !

51449

starting Dece, | any day-
i . mber y
Pégg]eo Including the Chri 1, 2012

| between oday only for travel SPL25 ristmas Period!
Book today only dfﬁrof/l:r\\{\%er 4, 5r 12 and December Entecg Promo Code SPL25
September [ 80 « 1-800-661-1503 call 1-800.¢ _’;gggannorth,mm

. iannorth.co
Visit Ca“%?‘;‘:‘g{t your travel agent.
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Book online canadiannorth.com
1-800-661-1505 « or call your travel agent.

GANADIAN NORTH

seriously northern

* Sample pricing only.



FINE FORM

How to build a castle out of snow and ice

by Kimberly Fuller

A ON
» STEP 2 —— - o >» STEP 3

ICE CUTTING

Once the lake is frozen to about 4 fo é inches, ice cutting begins. Tools are used to cut and remove the ice blocks. The
ice blocks are used for windows, stairs and tables in the snow castle. The level of opacity is depentant upon the condi-
tions of the water. Once the ice block is removed from the frozen lake, the water freezes again and more blocks can be
removed from the same location.

Building the spectacular snow
castle that graces Yellowknife
Bay during the Snowking
Winter Festival each March is

a big undertaking. Sketches

are developed with the crew

in early January to begin each
season. Once the design is
settled, the plans are hung on
the wall at headquarters. The
Snowking had been collecting
the sketches from each snow
castle over the years, and was
looking for someone to compile
the images. I had a look. As an
intern architect and graphic
artist, the floor plans didn't
really interest me. I wanted to
understand HOW the crew built
a snow castle from the sketches
[ was looking at. These diagrams
are the result of many hours
hanging out in headquarters

with the snow castle crew
advising me on the how-to's

of their formwork. Joel Maillet
and [ also photographed all

the tools that the crew used.

A little exhibition in last year's
snow castle (with help from Mel
Pigat) was an opportunity to
share this work. That small study
opened my eyes to a greater
local vermacular that [ am just
beginning to understand and
plan to further explore. But for
now, [ hope this tells a bit of the
story behind the incredible work
done by the castle-building
crew: Joel Maillet, Byron
Sawatzky, Ryan McCord, Chris
Pyke and of course, Tony Foliot.
(special thanks as well to Jeff
Dineley for modelling on the ice
blocks diagram).
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‘Twanted to
understand HOW
the crew built

a snow castle...”
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SNOW BLOCK BUILDING

Walls and arches for the snow castle are built with snow blocks.
Below is a diagram of how these snow blocks are formed ..

*________

BLOW SNOW INTO PLYWOOD FORMWORK ST

[ f )
1 SNOW BLOCK

P1

(R 1 1 |

\

STEP 2 CUT SNOW BLOCKS

!
|
|
!
|
|
i
!
\
ASSEMBLE SNOW BLOCKS FOR USE STEP 3

(1 BOX MAKES 25 SNOW BLOCKS)

J

N J

(" ARCH CONSTRUCTION
TEMPLATES

KEYSTONE

>» STEP 3

J
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“THE BEETLE"

HINGED FORM-WORK OF THE BEETLE

The Beetle was developed so that formwork could adjusted more easily. “The Beetle
comes in three lengths and is commonly used for ceiling forms.

3 FOOT BEETLE 5 FOOT BEETLE 8 FOOT BEETLE
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"THE PIANO™

This formwork got its name from the time it took to build two simple forms.

5 FOOT PIANO 8 FOOT PIANO

"PENTAGON”

Formwork for the five sided room.

5%

58 EDGEYK.CA



EDGE YK ADVERTISING
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Doing business in Yellowknife since 1986, Commercial NDS has built a reputation
as the company you call in times of emergency. Reliable and quick, NDS has
helped countless families piece their lives together after unplanned disasters.

While the company is known for dealing with disasters, it also helps you take
care of your home and vehicle, and of course, your family on a daily basis by
offering these services:

. If ~ Having your carpets c(eaned regularly both extends the life of your carpet and improves the
. . appearance of your home. But most importantly the process has various benefits to your family’s
health. By eliminating trapped pollutants such as pet dander and lead, preventing mold growth,
- and extinguishing dust mite infestations, Commercial NDS’s carpeting cleaning maintains your
home’s cleanliness and your family’s well-being.

' ,Over tlme dust partlcles settle in the vents of your home, affecting the air you breath. Having your -
. air ducts professionally cleaned can preserve the air quality in your home by eliminating dust
. - from your ducts and preventing mold and rodent infestations. Your furnace works hard during
i ' our.long Northern winters — clean air ducts can help ensure it isn’t pumping dust into your home. '

Whlle simply washlng your vehicle keeps the exterior looking great, detailing is crucial to the

' maintenance and preservation of your car’s interior. By thoroughly cleaning every crack and =
crevice, Commercial NDS’ detailing removes harmful germs and allergens, while retaining your . !
;vehlcle 3 value. B

s V4 - : .
During Yellowknife’s long winters, soot and debris accumulate in your chimney potentially causing
-cardiovascular problems or chimney fires. Have your flue swept at least once a season to remove
. these blockages and increase your chimney’s efficiency.

114 Taltheilei Drive, Kam Lake | www.commercial-nds.com | 867-873-9415




ORIGINALS BY

T-BO

CUSTOM JEWELLERY/FINE ART | AWARD WINNING DESIGNS | CANADIAN DIAMONDS
UNITED IN CELEBRATION SCULPTURE / SOMBA K'E PARK

FRANCOIS P THIBAULT
4609 FRANKLIN AVE | TBO@THEEEDGE.CA | 873-5672

2,014 Extended Stay Campsite Draw e

. . . TS i
Prelude Lake and Reid Lake Territorial Campgrounds )
The ballot draw will take place Sunday, April 6, 2014 at St. Pat’s High
School Gym. Doors open at noon, the draw starts at 1:30 pm. "
Camper trailer registration from Motor Vehicles in the name of the 7y :

applicant is required to get a ballot.

Prelude Lake 20 permits... May15toJulyis............... $500 each
20 permits ... July 16 to September 15 .... $500 each

Reid Lake 20 permits ... May 15 to July 15 ................ $500 each
20 permits ... July 16 to September 15 ..... $500 each
10 permits ... May 15 to September 15 ..... $1,000 each

Watch for future information about the Extended Stay
Campsite Draw, including eligibility and payment

at www.nwtparks.ca and search “Extended Stay Draw.”

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

AN
nwt ca
Territories Industry, Tourism and Investment ]

Session Begins February 5.

———— e

"i Glen

‘If you have any Abernethy

q
UEStIOﬂS, comments MLA GREAT SLAVE
or concerns

please contact me. 867 669 2290
glen_abernethy@gov.nt.ca

www.GlenAbernethy.ca @GlenAbernethy
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"HALF ROUNDS™

This form-work is built out of lumber and plywood to be moulds which will become the ‘rooms’ of the snowcastle. The
“Half Rounds” formwork can be assembled into various configurations to create different spaces as seen below.

5 FOOT-HALF ROUND 8 FOOT-HALF ROUND
Two “Half Rounds” fit together to form There are 5 foot and 8 foot lengths of
a complete space. this formwork.

PLYWOOD -
— SNOW BLOCK
SUPER-SLOPPY HALF ROUND WITH PIANO
Other shapes and heights are made Other formwork shapes can fit together
with plywood or placing the “half to make new shapes. This never
round on a snow block to achieve worked either.
more height. This never worked. ®

The first time Kimberly Fuller met the Snowking he read her his poetry and drew some lovely diagrams of snow castles. She
realized at that moment that there was something very special about Yellowknife that would have a significant impact on
her life. She's just completed her first tiny, off-grid houseboat on the bay and is interning as an architect.
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Proud to be the airline of choice
for Team NWT and Team Nunavut
for the 2014 Arctic Winter Games

At First Air we're committed to the same values and principles that embody the spirit and intent of the
2014 Arctic Winter Games in Fairbanks, Alaska. With over 450 employees and their families
living and working throughout the North, First Air believes that by doing all that we can do

to help the dreams and aspirations of northern youth take flight, we pay tribute
to their dedication and continue to build on a great northern tradition
and better future for all.

@ L P\ “FIRST AIR

Société Makivik .
Makivik Corporation The Airline of the North

Like us! Q/firstair Book online at firstair.ca or call 1 800 267 1247




w FIRST AIR / hod Db .

The Airline of the North SAKKU FIRST AVIATION QIKIQTANI FIRST AVIATION

Don't let this get between
you and the action.

You must have a valid passport to travel
to Alaska for the 2014 Arctic Winter Games

Visit www.ppt.gc.ca to get your passport today!

Arctic March 15 - 22, 2014 Going to the Games? Sign up at
Winter Fairbanks, Alaska firstair.ca/firstinline to get special fares
Games awg2014.org and schedules delivered to your inbox!




Festival Schedule
March 1 - 31 Open daily - Closed on Mondays

Saturday March 1

12-5pm ARCC presents SubARCCitic I
1-3pm The SnowKing Photo Booth
The Hottest Show in Town

9:00pm Brrrlesque

Sunday March 2

1pm Kalemi Dene School Choir
1:30pm The Fiddle Cats
2pm Bow Valley Fiddlers

Sunday March 2-7th

Kalemi Dene School Art Show

Wednesday March 5

8pm Dead North - short horror film competition
presented by Artless Collective

Thursday March 6

Winter Frolic
8pm Mary Caroline
9pm Dana Sipos

Friday March 7
The Shiver-n-Shake
9pm 3-Across-Dee-Eye
10:30pm Wake up Hazel

Saturday March 8

Hot Music for a Cold Day

2pm Yellowknife Choral Society followed by
Fireweed Childrens Choir

Spicy and Icy, Sizzlin’ Night

9pm Bem Galada

10pm Performance by YK Salsa

10:30pm La Luna de Santiago

Sunday March 9

1pm Frosty Children’s Theater presents Bug Off!
1:30pm Peek-a-boo Kazoo sing along

2pm Bella Dance

3pm NJ MacPherson Art - Clay n’ Play
presented NJ MacPherson School

Sunday March 9-14th
Clay n’ Play Art Show

Wednesday March 12

8pm Frozen Dog Film Festival presented

by Western Arctic Motion Pictures

Thursday March 13

8pm Sinister Oculus

Friday March 14

8pm The Royal Rave with the Bushleague

DJs and friends
Saturday March 15

12-5pm Iceolation Art Exhibit

Nuit Blanche - presented by L’Association
Franco-Culturelle de Yellowknife

9pm la BIG différence - Theatre

10pm Daniel Roa

Sunday March 16

Sugar Shack Brunch presented by
'Association Franco-Culturelle de Yellowknife

10:00-11:00am First seating
11:00-12:00am Second seating

A Musical Afternoon in the Castle
1pm Nick Jackson and Friends
2pm Hindsight

3pm Jonathan Churcher

Wednesday March 19

8pm Chilled Minstrel Hastilude IIl Poetry
Slam with Bipolar and Bouge

Thursday March 20
Howl at the Moon

8pm Maigan van der Giessen
9pm Jay Gilday

Friday March 21

The Snowdown sponsored by First Air
9pm The Old Town Mondays
10:30pm The Jerry Cans

Saturday March 22

Snowy Family Day presented by Century 21/
Greenway Reality

12:30 - 230pm Ecology North Fish Fry
12:30pm World Water Day Family Fun activities
1pm Ty and the Fly book reading

1:30pm Peek-a-Boo Kazoo Sing-a-long

2:00pm Fractured Fairy Tales presented by
Miranda Curry and Curious Connections Puppets

3:00pm AFCY presents la BIG différence
The Royal Ball

9:00pm Angus Beaulieu
10:30pm JJ Guy and Gordon Stobbe

Sunday March 23

12-5pm Snowy Craft Sale with Yellowknife
Arts and Crafts

11am-4pm SnowKing Cup Hockey Challenge

Sunday March 23-28th

Cold Gold Skyline photos by Gawain Jones
Thursday March 27

8pm Jasmine Netsena CD Release with
Andrea Bettger

Friday March 28

Groovin’ and Bluesin’
9pm Priscilla’s Revenge
10:30pm Willie MacAlder

Saturday March 29

Miranda Curry and Curious Connections
Puppets

1pm Anna and the Bear

1:30pm Casey the Bear

The Great Meltdown
9pm Showtime

Sunday March 30

The Long and Short of it
1pm Storytelling with SnowKing and friends
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WHO IS YK'S TOP MALE ATHLETE?

Story by Mike Auge | Photos by Fran Hurcomb

It's a barroom debate that often rages on during post-
game conversations at the Monkey Tree, Black Knight
or Coyotes; who is the Bo Jackson of Yellowknife? Who
is the best that this town has to offer when it comes

to athletic exploits? This is a list that friends and I have
discussed ad nauseam over a few late-night beverages
throughout the years, and we can never seem to come
to an agreement on who is the top dog. Therefore, I've
decided to put a little research into the matter and settle
the debate once and for all (or for the year 2014 at least)
on who is “The Best of the Best.”

Before we get into the athletes that make up Yellowknife's
elite we need to set out a few ground rules:

Rule #1 We're talking YK rec athletes. Sorry Michael
Gilday, Molly Milligan and Devin Hinchey, I know you're
competing at world class levels in your respective sports
but you are just a tad too good for this conversation. Also,
this rule eliminates any of the athletes attending school
down south and playing for their varsity teams.

Rule #2 With my sincerest apologies to all the female
athletes in town, I'm limiting this list to males for this go

around. [ know there are some spectacularly athletic
ladies in this town (heck, I've seen it firsthand when
players like Alyssa Bird and Mel Kornacki school me on
the football field on Friday nights), but I'm just not familiar
enough with who are the elite in the female sporting
circles to include them on the list.

Rule #3 This is perhaps the most important rule. Both
quality and quantity count in this discussion. This means
that a couple of groups of people aren't making the

list. Athletes like Mirsad Mujcin and Bruce Waugh may
dominate the one or two sports they play, but they just
don't have a broad enough resume to make the list. On
the flip side of this, an “athlete” like Damien Healy plays
pretty much every sport this town has to offer: basketball,
football, fastball, slo-pitch, hockey, golf, squash, soccer,
broomball, but his quality of play leaves a lot to be
desired in every single one of them. That's not going to
cut it.

Now that we've got our basic rules laid out, let's dive right
in.
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3RD PLACE

Bryan Laserich — Despite his nearly
incomprehensible accent and lingo, this Aussie
import is an absolute beast in every sport

he plays. On the basketball court it's nearly
impossible to stop him when he lowers his head
and drives the lane, and on the volleyball court
his power is devastating, but where he really
shines is on the football field and rugby pitch.
Despite his overpowering appearance, Bryan
has an uncanny nimbleness in his game. While
he is more than capable of bowling people
over, he often chooses instead to embarrass
them with a quick little "How's she going” move
that causes them to trip over their own feet
and end up watching him from the ground as
he saunters into the end zone. He's amongst
the elite at the games he plays and if he adds a
couple more sports to his repertoire, he could
soon challenge for the top spot.

- =

HONOURABLE MENTIONS:
Here are a couple of guys that definitely
would have been battling for the top
spot on this list a decade ago, but
unfortunately for them, it's 2014 and they
are on the downside of their athletic
careers and have slipped a little in the
rankings.

R

Mike “The Wiz" Mathison — Mike has long
been one of the very best basketball,
volleyball, badminton and slo-pitch
players in town. Unfortunately, age and
parenthood have slowed him down a
little and while he remains above average
in all the sports, he's no longer the
dominant force he once was.

Ryan Strain — The former WHL star is
another victim of father time. Rhino is still
among the elite on the ice and on the
fastball field, but his skills and participation

in other sports have dwindled as he's 2ND PLACE

entered his 40s. If you ask him, he’s still Kyle Kugler — Simply put, Kyle excels at any

the man to beat, but those of us who play sport he chooses to play. He was a member

the games know better. of Yellowknife's victorious Northern Hockey
Challenge team last year which clearly places him

And now for the real winners... among the best of all northerners on the ice. He

played an integral part in the Slades Expos’ return
to championship form in the YK Fastball League
last summer by injecting some new life into the
squad of aging has-beens. Over on the football
field, his speed and sure hands have left many
defenders in his wake, begging for help. Excellent
in any sporting arena, Kugler is one of the best
in town... but he's not quite #1. That honour
belongs to...

continued on page 69
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PRICE NORTH!
IT'S GOOD BUSINESS

) ake Awr

cap and crest
est. 1979

Supplier of corporate wear and promotional products.

YK Centre 867-873-6999
lakeawry@raggedassroad.ca

§ i

Yellowknife’s Michael Gilday - World Champion Speed Skater.
Good luck at the XXIl Winter olympics./

Is Your Health Care Card

NWT Health CarePlan

Assurance - maladie desfTNO;

SMITH, JANE MARIE

N6739906 EXP 03/31/20

Check the bottom right hand corner of your health care card
for expiry date.

You are responsible for renewing your health care card.

Renewal can be completed four months in advance of the
expiry date.

You can download the form from www.hss.gov.nt.ca or call

Health Services Administration at 1-800-661-0830.The form
can also be picked up at your nearest health center or hospital.

Norpuget

we're behind you all the way./
From the North. For the North.

The SSi Group designs, installs and operates advanced telecommunication

solutions in some of the world’s most challenging locations.

Our HQis in Yellowknife. Our people are global. www.ssimicro.com

Come join the home team! Visit us at 356B Old Airport Road in Yellowknife, or call us @ 1-888-774-6427
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o7e) vellowknife
chrysler « jeep « dodge « ram

YELLOWKNIFE’S

CHRYSLER, DODGE, JEEP, RAM DEALER

NO ADMIN FEES @ FIXED COMMISSION SALES

You won’t be surprised by strange, Whether you’re buying a 2014 or
confusing fees. a 2004, we find the vehicle that’s

ight f .
GO CARD CUSTOMER B
REWARDS Q| 24/7 cUSTOMER SERVICE

Save up to 15% when you use your Our team of customer service

Go Card at Go Yellowknife Chrysler. wizards are ready to go 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week.

For questions, price l 855 3 49 3168
yeIIOWkn'fe quotes, or info call: m [ [

chrysler « jeep - dodge * ram

340 0ld Airport Road, Yellowknife, NWT | Or visit us online at: (Yel|ow|mife(||rys|er_com)

GO CARD CUSTOMER REWARDS: Save up to 15% when you use your Go Card in store. @AUI:O




continued from page 66

1ST PLACE

Joey Borkovic — The best of the best, Mr. Borko is
without athletic equal in YK sports. He's got the
quantity covered, as he plays hockey, football,
fastball, slo-pitch, volleyball, soccer, golf and
probably a couple of others that I'm missing. And
he's got the quality covered as well as he is at or
near the top in every one of those sports (except
when he moves away from wide receiver and
tries to play quarterback, then it gets ugly). Joey
is one of the fastest players in every sport, he's
got an absolute rocket for an arm, and he’s got
some of the best hand-eye coordination around.
[t doesn't matter which playing field you choose,
the odds are overwhelming that Joey's better
than you. By far.

There you have it, the best of the best. If you play
any sport in this town, you've undoubtedly been
embarrassed by one or more of these guys on a
few occasions. In fact, if you gave me these three
all-stars and a couple of scrubs off the street I'm
pretty sure we'd win in every sport this town has
to offer. And now that that's settled we can move
on to more important debates, like who is the
YKFL's top QB?

Growing up in Yellowknife, Mike (Rug) Auge
developed his sporting skills under the tutelage

of local legends like Quinn Groenheyde, Andy
Tereposky and Burly, and as such, feels he is more
than qualified as an authority on sporting excellence
in this town. @
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Commercial
Energy
Conservation
and Efficiency
Program

Includes Upgrades on:

* Heating ang
heating controls

* Insulation

* Air Sealing

* Lighting ang
lighting controls

* Ventilation and
ventilation controls

* Hot water ang
low flow devices

And more!

The Commercial Energy Conservation
and Efficiency Program (CECEP)
provides a 25% rebate, up to a
maximum of $10,000, for the cost

of implementing cost-effective energy
conservation and efficiency measures for
NWT businesses. NWT businesses can
also benefit from free energy audits to
identify retrofits with the highest energy
and water savings potential.

For more information or to fill out an application,
visit www.aea.nt.ca or call 867-920-3333.

ARCTIC ENERGY G
AI_I_lANCE Norr?gﬁ%ries Environment and Natural Resources




HOW I GOT HERE

SAILING INTO THE WIDE OPEN

AND SILENT

SPACES OF YELLOWKNIFE

In June of 2011 I returned to Lunenburg, Nova Scotia
after spending 11 months circumnavigating the world

as Purser on a Tall Ship. To this day I have no words to
truly describe that experience, but I can say that upon
my retumn I neither knew where to be, nor what to do.
My brother, who introduced me to sailing in the first
place, understood well what I was feeling, and offered
me some appropriately remorseful words. “Youre going
to be screwed up for a time now, I'm sorry, but I needed
someone else in the family to understand.” Of course, he
was right. [ dreamt of endless ocean, of tropical islands,
of whales playing off the bow, of steering by the stars, of
this incredibly romantic life at sea - and might well have
stayed at sea forever, if another intriguing option had not
been proffered.

by Bronwen Livingston

At the beginning of September that year I received a call
from my father. He had just recently moved down to
Yellowknife (he and my sister had lived further north in
Nunavut for seven years), and wondered if my brother
and I would consider sharing his double-wide trailer.

It was not the first time my father had tried to cajole
us into moving north. In a letter written during his first
summer in Cambridge Bay, he told me: ‘I recently took
a canoe into the bay and by the light of the midnight
sun chipped some candle ice from a floe for my glass of
whiskey.” Meanwhile, my sister talked of taking Russian
delegates and Prime Ministers on tours of the town,
playing winter golf at the Many Pebbles Golf course with
celebrities, and nursing baby musk ox.

EDGEYK.CA 71




The unknown, the harshness, and, yes — the romance, of
the Arctic had intrigued me for years, but [ could imagine
only going for a visit.

Yellowknife, on the other hand; Yellowknife had always
been a possible curiosity to me. It seemed to have those
qualities one imagines of a northern frontier town:
creativity that can be spurred only by the cold - a do or
die attitude, and a sort of desolate type of freedom. To
my mind, it had an aura that was bound to attract some
eccentrically adventuresome people. Well, [ too felt a little
crazy.

And so [ thought about it — a lot — while lying in my bunk
on the ship, listening to the harbour water lap at the hull.

In the end, the idea of being close to my father and sister
for the first time in nearly a decade tipped the balance

in favour of Yellowknife, and my brother and [ accepted
the challenge. Also, where else are you going to go

after experiencing a voyage in a square-rigger around
the world? The moon seemed my only other choice.
needed somewhere extreme.

In October of 2011, I packed my bags and flew to
Yellowknife.

Since my father had just arrived in town the month
before, the trailer at first lacked both furniture and
personal homey touches. Shortly thereafter we
discovered YKea, the Yellowknife dump, and picked up
some sweet furniture and odds and ends. Before I knew it
[ was living classic bachelor style with my family. We had
an air hockey table as a kitchen table, a carpenter’'s bench
as the kitchen island, old sheets for curtains, and assorted
fuzz-balls from a shedding Labrador Retriever.

[ was unemployed for the first six weeks [ was here,
fishtailing through the frozen streets in our $900 Ford
truck, but I made connections through friends of friends [
met at the pubs, dinner parties, cabins in the woods, and
late night houseboat jam sessions that proved fruitful.
Since that stint of unemployment I have worked at the
Black Knight pub, the Visitors Centre, Blachford Lake
Lodge, the Snowking Festival, and for the GNWT. My
brother found me a sweet blazer (at the dump) with large
impressive shoulder pads to wear to my first important
government job.

[ did discover that Yellowknife can be a land of
employment opportunity, but it is so much more than
that. My first winter was a ‘mild’ one, but still harder
than any [ had ever experienced; and yet I did not get
sad like I used to during winters in Montreal. It's hard

to translate but the winters here are alive. You have to
experience the crisp clear nights when the northern
lights dance across the sky, or how it feels to dog mush
through moonlit trails, or the way the hoarfrost and snow
sparkles, or the deafening silence when you walk across
the frozen lakes at night. Yes, the winters are tough here,
but consequently [ have felt both tough and useful. This

town has offered me the silence and wide open space I
sometimes need, while presenting the social connections
[ just as equally desire.

When [ told people that  had come for six months to a
year, they smiled at me, and winked. ‘I came here for six
months as well, that was 35 years ago. You just wait. I bet
you're here to stay.”

As of last October I have lived in Yellowknife for two
years. This is now officially the longest I have lived
anywhere consecutively since I left home when [ was 18.
I've got potential opportunities on the horizon, but [ am
enjoying my life here, my new roommates, my family
close by, and the random craziness this community
continuously offers. After two years I still feel like I have
so many firsts, so many quintessential Yellowknife
moments to experience, and I am looking forward to

it. Sink or swim is indeed the mentality here, and so far

[ am managing to swim, and sometimes even sail, in
Yellowknife. I am not fishtailing as much as I was in the
beginning and [ love my connection to this great white
northern town of ours. ()

If you'd like to share your “How | Got Here” story, get in touch with editor@edgeyk.ca
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24" x 36"
Full colour posters

*25

* From your camera-ready
artwork, on 801b paper.
Graphic design is extra.

At the corner of 51st and 51st
Above Tru Value Hardware

867.920.0770 | signedyk.com




iceblink

soft clothing and lovely things

follow us on facebook... iceblinkyellowknife

NOTHING CAN BEAT
A GREAT DINNER AFTER

: $20 OFF a Two Person Workshop ' - P
3 A great idea! Share an experience! | 4 co@ 4@ BdsY .D4Y!
OLD TOWN - 13 ot
GLASSWORKS NIGHT MENU AVAILABLE FROM s PM TO ¢ PM,
ap WEDNESDAY TO SUNDAY.

Workshop must be for 2 or more people and
used before March 31, 2014.

ATONS: $67-669-5544y 3505 MCDONALD DRIVE
YELLOWKNIFE N7 XA 2%/2.
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by Cory Vanthuyne

A

Project management tips for non-profits

In Yellowknife, we have many non-profit organizations
trying to accomplish a variety of projects. Sometimes it
can overwhelm an organization, but it doesn't have to, and
good project management can be the difference between
success and disaster.

With nearly 20 years of varying project experience, I have
discovered effective project management is the same no
matter the "type” of project. It's also largely the same in a

for-profit company and non-profit organization.

Let's start by providing a little clarification on what a
project is. Projects have a specified beginning and end,

as well as clear and achievable objectives relevant to
Time, Cost, Scope and Quality. Ultimately, a project
creates a unique product, service or a deliverable result,
unlike operations, which are continually in progress. An
example of a simple project could be creating a website or
Facebook page to collect donations. On the other hand, a
project like the future Betty House would be multi-faceted
and very complex.

I've delivered various projects from multi-million dollar
infrastructure developments for the mining industry to
numerous housing projects for the NWT Housing Corp.
to cart paths and artificial greens for the Yellowknife Golf
Course to the entire site set up, operations and tear down
for the Long John Jamboree.

Now that we understand what a project is, what is project
management? When you take knowledge, skills, tools
and techniques and apply them to meet the project
requirements, you are now managing a project. It doesn't
have to be difficult, honestly, on the most part it's fun!

You may not think so, but even the smallest project will
benefit from developing a simple plan before getting
started. Here are some observations and tips on the basics
of project management for non-profits unfamiliar with the
project-management process.

» Projects need a plan that identifies goals, defines
scope and assigns tasks with measurable outcome
criteria. Non-profits are eligible for free or low-cost
project management software. Tech Soup at www.
techsoupcanada.ca is an example.

* The project must further the strategic goals of the
organization, which means it should tie-in with some
organizational objectives.

* Projects need a schedule with task details,
dependencies, assignments and periodic reviews and
reporting. This can be as simple as setting up an Excel
Spreadsheet listing who will do what and when.

* How much the project costs really does matter
and may be the deciding criteria for whether it is
undertaken. Therefore a cost/benefit analysis is a
MUST! You can do a simple one by outlining on a Word
document the “benefit” of a particular item or service
and then identify the “cost” of having that benefit, both
in dollars and time spent to realize it. You can then
present this to your Board or Committee for discussion
and approval.

* No matter how elaborate or simple a project, tools
for planning, costing, scheduling and resource
management will be required. Some of these tools
are Microsoft Project 2010, some form of spreadsheet
and, ideally, access to database storage such as the
new ‘clouds” so that all members of your Board or
Committee can access and share information.

» Effective communication with key stakeholders is
essential. This can mean using old classics like phone
calls and emails to communicate when need be, but
don't be afraid to branch out and make use of social
media. It's simple to use and has minimal cost.

e Risks must be identified and managed. Don't go
overboard; identify the most likely and greatest impact
risks and outline the preventative measures. You can do
this by using a technique that's an oldie but a goodie
called a SWOT Analysis. Take the time to identify your
organization's Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities
and Threats.

» Projects change during execution. Expect to have
to change the plan to accommodate changes in
the environment or organization. This is especially
important for non-profits where board representation
can change often but projects may be multi-year. Be
flexible!

And there you have it. All the best with your organization's
project!

Cory Vanthuyne is a Consultant specializing in Project Management, a member of the Project Management Institute and

owner of CORVAN Consultants Ltd.
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HEALTHY
FAMILY
PROGRAM

The HEALTHY FAMILY PROGRAM is a voluntary home visitation program for
young mothers and new parents that provides support and information on early

childhood development.
For more information or to find the Healthy Family Program coordinator

in your community, contact:

Department of Health and Social Services
Early Childhood Development Consultant, Yellowknife, NT X1A 2L9

Phone: (867) 873-7292 | Fax:(867)920-6242 | Email: healthyfamilyprogram@gov.nt.ca
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by Peter Sheldon

SUICO N

The garden gnome, the fox
and the cagey dog

We didn't mind our husky pulling so hard on her leash.
After all, wed trapped her in the Trailer all day, and there
really isn't much in the Trailer for an animal like this
except that big plush couch, and admittedly she wasn't
too upset about that, until the prospect of her going
outside and rolling in a pile of mystery poop presented
itself -- and that's just what she was off to do.

We didn't even mind when she broke free from the

leash at the front door and crawled under the deck
frantically chasing nothing. Dogs get excited about weird
things; Blueberry hates balloons for instance. I'm sure at
least one hamburger missed the plate on the deck this
summer and ended up under the Trailer, so be it; lots of
things end up under the Trailer, it's our open concept
basement. “Enjoy the Pattie Blue! And could you grab the
tongs?”

We didn't even mind when we started noticing smaller
footprints, like a sprinkling of raindrops in the snow,
leading out from under the deck and past our compost
bins to some green space behind the neighbour’s place.
I mean, we felt a little silly at first for thinking that the
dog was chasing historical burgers — [ guess we could
have assumed there was something living under there.

It certainly wasn' little house leveling gnomes walking
back and forth with some extra insulation for the sewage
pipes, though these are the sorts of things you think
about in weak moments as a Trailer owner in Yellowknife.

We didn't even really mind when the Environment and
Natural Resources official showed up with the trap, and
the cans of spam, and promised that he would catch the
fox building a den under our deck, because, well, you
can't have that!

And we didn't even mind when he caught it. It smiled
even. And this time an ENR lady showed up and put the
cage in the truck, and I even helped her carry it there.
And the fox smiled again at me, and it was clear that SHE
was eating spam for more than just herself.

And it was all fine and dandy until the ENR lady slammed
the gate on the truck and I asked where shed drop the
thing down the highway, and she said there would be no
dropping, and that it would be killed just as soon as they
had a chance.

And I thought, do I mind?

And she said I shouldn't. The fox would have had kids,
and they could have dropped it past Behchoko and it
would have made its way right back under my deck.
And they're cute, sure, but they're none too friendly with
dogs, and since I wasn't about to give up my poop-
covered husky I'd better cage any awkward emotions
around this little episode. Cage 'em good.

But I did mind, eventually, and briefly, because someone
said: “You could have done that yourself.” And it's true,

I guess I could have, if [ had a trap, and didn't mind
breaking the law, and I guess I could have leveled the
house too, and wrapped the pipes, only sometimes we
think these things are harder than they are, especially in
this land of Trailers.

And it took that little fox to remind me of this. Shed done
more around here getting ready for the winter than [ had.
[ was sitting around dreaming about garden gnomes,
with their sacks full of insulation, and jacks, and, well, you
can't have that!

Peter Sheldon is a writer, snow fort aficionado and faithful producer for the public broadcaster. He took a lot of heat for
declaring himself a "philosopher” in a previous bio for Edge YK. In truth, he doesn't know the first thing about being a
philosopher. He had a friend who called himself a "philosopher” once, and he thought it sounded kinda’ cool, so he stuck it in

there. He apologizes for any trouble this has caused.
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Verse by Anthony Foliot

The Liquor Store, the Government Building, and the Rex Cafe
Could easily be walked to, along the new Causeway.

And so I set out walking, all jaunty and carefree

Then found myself in the Rex Cafe for their Valentine's Day Tea.
There was Mrs. Jones and Mrs. Smith, there's Mrs. Murphy too...
There's sure a lot of Mrs.es, for sure there's quite a few.

Then glancing round the room [ was quick to observe...

A bunch of pretty Misses with all their special curves.

There was Miss Taken in a tizzy, Miss Understood complains,
Cynical Miss Anne Thropic, and a few I could Miss Name...
Like Miss Feasance, she's a gangster, with her brother Mal

[ only sort of knew him, but I wouldn't call him pal.

Over there sits dear Miss Fortune, she seems a tad distressed...
There's Miss Communication and scattered Miss Cellaneous
Old Miss Hap and Miss Conduct, tried to enlighten me

How [ had fallen to the spell of Miss Ology.

Then Mrs. Plank and Mrs. Plane, commenced to raise a fuss
While I danced with grave Miss Givings, and the pretty Miss
Terious

So I quit with the dancing, and I moved to the side

For some punch and baked goodies, that the Mrs.es supplied.
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The Rex Cafe, May 14, 1957. photo NWT Archives/Henry Busse
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Well, trust Miss Trust and Miss Treat, to exclaim when they
perceived

Miss Appropriation, slip something up her sleeve.

And the holy Miss Ion and the proper Mrs. Primm, blamed
Poor Miss Guided-Justice and said stealing was a sin.

So I stole a few more glances at the lovely Misses there
Again [ loaded up my plate and went and found a chair.

Then in walked Miss Nomer, who's actually Miss Ter
And then, a hush fell all around the room...

She was wearing a new gown, borrowed from his sister
So I figured I'd be leaving pretty soon.

Then to all the Misses and the Mrs.es, [ gave them hugs and
kisseses

I told them the cakes and pies were delicious, and headed out to
do some business

And thought to myself how curious this is.



The moments
/% We cheer together

Don’t miss a minute of the action

TV, Internet, and Home Phone
Bundle all your services and make sure you don’t with Unlimited Long Distance

miss a minute of this year's action. Subscribe to FROM $ 28"
Digital HD TV, Internet, and Home Phone with Unlimited
Long Distance, and save up to $22/month. The whole /mo.

For the first 3 months. $193.17/mo. thereafter.

world will be watching — make sure you are, too.

n N NorthwesTel

nwtel.ca/Cheer | 1-855-697-5676 Bringing us together.

*Offer ends March 31, 2014 and is subject to change. Taxes and fees for usage based services apply. Not combinable with any other offer. Available to new residential customers in Whitehorse, Yellowknife and Fort Nelson where access and technology permits. To be eligible
for the Cable TV and Cable Internet promotional price, customer must not have been a subscriber to Cable TV or Cable Internet in the last 90 days and must subscribe to all three cable services. Price includes new Digital TV customer promotional price of $19.98, standard $12
bundle discount off Cable Internet, 50% off regular Cable Internet price of Internet 16 of $79.95 and the regular price of Cable Home Phone of $32.37 and Unlimited Long distance bundle price of $9.95. A promotional price is also available on subscriptions to Intenet 50 and
Internet 100. A Northwestel Call Centre Agent can provide information on the promotional price of bundles with upgraded Cable internet packages. In Whitehorse customers subscribing to Cable Home Phone service will be charged an additional monthly 911 fee of $0.32 and an
Extended Area Service (EAS) fee $0.48. Upon expiry of promotional period, unless you cancel or change your service, you will be charged the regular monthly charge for all services. A Northwestel Call Centre Agent can provide information on regular monthly charges after the
promotional period. Regular Voice Installation fees apply. Northwestel Call Centre Agent will determine what charges apply at the time of order confirmation. No install fee applies for basic TV and Cable Internet installations. Customer is eligible for $12 bundle discount as long
as customer maintains Cable TV and Cable Internet service. Customer is eligible for $9.95 Unlimited Long Distance for as long as customer maintains Cable TV, Cable Internet and Cable Home Phone service.



BE ZONE AWARE

OR

SLOW PAY
DOWN UP

* In school zones and construction zones,
speed fines double

* When passing emergency vehicles on
the roadside that are displaying flashing
lights, you must lower your speed to 1/2
the posted speed limit (15 km. per hour
in a school zone, 22 km. per hour in a 45
km. per hour zone, 45 km. per hour in a
90 km. per hour zone).

A Program of the

Northwest
Territories

9

Drive
Alive?




