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Which Firewood is the right one?



There are many types of wood, but not all types of wood

make excellent firewood. Some are hard to light, others

are hard to keep burning, and some types of wood create

a lot of smoke. In addition, the heating value of a cord of

firewood can vary from a low of 12.5 million British

thermal units (Btu) for aspen to a high of 24.6 million

Btu for shagbark hickory wood.

Oak is one of the most common firewood. Oak wood

makes a hot fire, and is not very difficult to start.

Madrone is a smooth wood that is easier to start than oak.

For firewood orders it is often mixed in with oak.



Almond is also a good wood for fires. It burns hot and is

usually less expensive than oak.

On the other hand there are a variety of woods that are

not really recommended to be used as firewood.

Eucalyptus is a very oily wood that burns hot and leaves

little ash. However it causes a coating on the inside of the

chimney which is almost impossible to remove. It is just

like third stage creosote, hard and shiny. Redwood

usually comes from fences or decks that have been torn

down. Like Eucalyptus it creates a residue that cannot be

removed.
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Creosote is the condensation of unburned, flammable

particulates present in the exhausting flue gas (smoke).

The actual cause of creosote condensation is the surface

temperature of the flue with which the smoke comes in

contact. Like hot breath on a cold mirror, if the surface

temperature of the flue is cool, it will cause the vaporized

carbon particles in the smoke to solidify. This

condensation is creosote build-up. If the wood used is

rain logged, or green, the fire will tend to smolder. Wet

wood causes the whole system to be cool, and inefficient.

Seasoned and therefore dry wood creates a hot fire. A

high temperature fire produces a hot flue, and a hot flue

forms much less creosote.



Burning most air-dried woods produces about 7,000 Btu

of heat per pound. Heavier, more dense wood provides

more heat per cord. A cord of wood "ranked and well

stowed" (arranged so pieces are aligned, parallel,

touching and compact) occupies a volume of 128 cubic

feet which equals a well stacked woodpile 4 feet high, 8

feet long, and 4 feet deep. One seasoned (dry) cord of red

oak with 22.1 million Btu has the heating equivalent of

159 US gallons (602 liters) of fuel oil.

Different woods have advantage and disadvantages,

including pine, spruce and fir. Those soft woods, which

are easy to light, give relatively little heat per log. They

can be used as long as the wood is well seasoned, and as

long as the chimney is swept often. It is recommended to

use soft woods for starting a fire. The higher resin

content in pine, fir, cedar and spruce makes these woods

easy to light. Those well burning softwoods create a hot

fire ready for the hardwoods to be added. The resins

create extra heat. Fruit and nut trees also burn quickly

and give off a nice aroma similar to the fruit or nut.

Many soft woods pop and throw sparks as they burn, so

special care is needed when adding the hardwood to a

fire that’s been started with softwoods. If smoke from the



chimney is an issue for the neighborhood, burning elm,

sycamore, gum, aspen, basswood and most softwoods

should be avoided. Also, ash is described as best burning

wood; has both flame and heat, and will even burn when

green, though naturally not as well as when dry; cedar is

described as good when dry, gives little flame but much

heat, and the scent is beautiful; elder is described as a

mediocre, very smoky, and quick burner, with not much

heat; oak is described as sparse in flame and the smoke is

acrid, but dry old oak is excellent for heat, burning

slowly and steadily until whole log collapses into cigarlike ash; sycamore burns with a good flame and moderate

heat, but useless green condition.

Basically all firewood needs to be seasoned before it will

burn well. The wood has to be stacked and stored dry for

a period of time to allow some of the natural moisture to

evaporate. The wood should sit for at least six months,

preferably a year. Hardwoods, especially oak, must be

seasoned for more than an entire year. Seasoned wood is

rarely “on sale”. One can tell the wood is dry from the

hollow the sound that is made when two pieces are

knocked together. Seasoned wood is also cracked, grey in

color and much lighter without the water content.

One fresh-cut cord of oak may contain up to 300 gallons

of water. The moisture content in the wood determines

how much heat the fire puts out, and how much creosote

will build up in the chimney. Wet wood is very smoky

and hard to keep burning. The best way to tell if wood is

seasoned is to lift a log. If it feels wet and heavy, it needs

more seasoning. Once wood gets over 4-5 years old, it

does start to deteriorate, so the best wood is 2-3 years

seasoned.

Hardwoods are denser than softwoods, provide more

available fuel in the same space, and, subsequently burn

longer. Hardwoods have a more complex structure than

softwoods and the wood from these trees is generally, but

not always, harder than that of softwoods, also called

evergreen trees.

Some people also burn pre-made logs, like Presto logs or

Duraflame logs. One of these logs makes about as much

buildup as a regular, threelog oak fire. These premade logs can sometimes be

burned in a wood stove or

insert, but not if there is a

catalytic converter in the

stove. Those logs can be burned in an open fireplace, but

there have been reports of sometimes chemical odors.

The chimney still needs to be cleaned regularly.
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GBU Mountain News is now on

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/GB

U-Mountain-News/1400308640212535

and see what’s happening in the

Frazier Mountain Communities
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News from the

El

Tejon

Unified

School District

The August 22, 2013 School Board meeting can be viewed at

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zgfk4tRnn64

The September 12, 2013 School Board meeting can be viewed at

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mCsl0WlCv7Q

The September 26, 2013 School Board meeting can be viewed at

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ErTw1mBqsT4

The October 9, 2013 School Board meeting can be viewed at

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qOIlyTv9jDc

The October 23, 2013 School Board meeting can be viewed at

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aFZ2nYv7s3I

The December 12, 2013 School Board meeting can be viewed at

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fZYOSem5-Ao

The January 9, 2014 School Board meeting can be viewed at

https://plus.google.com/events/cse3uo3vqrv32f39s6evi719jhg

Photos from thev 2013 FMHS Homecoming can be seen on Facebook at

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.635176606505317.1073741838

.109453262410990&amp;type=3



The next meeting of the El Tejon Unified School

District (ETUSD) Board of Trustees will take place on

Thursday, February 6, 2014 at 7 p.m. at the Frazier

Mountain High School.

Members of the public have an opportunity to

address the Board of Trustees either before or during

the Board’s consideration of each item of business for

up to three minutes. The time may be used to address

any item on the agenda, or any matter of concern

within the jurisdiction of the El Tejon Unified School

District.



Frazier

Mountain

School (FMHS)



Basketball

Last of this season’s home game will take place at FMHS

on Friday, February 7, at 3pm: FMHS Falcons



El Tejon Middle School

Frazier Park Elementary School

Frazier Park’s Finest for Jan 23, 2014

Info &amp; photo provided by Michelle Penner



High



Sports

Soccer

Info &amp; photos provided by Chuck Noble

Tuesday's (Jan 28) girls game: Falcons won 2-1 over

Mojave

Back Row, L to R: Astoria Vivirito, Andrea Haro,

William Ketchum, Arthur Gillham, Joshua Poyner

Front Row, L to R: Ryan Banks, Chase Serra,

Maddison Vieane-Grubb, Catayela White Plume
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All Things Local

Truck Fire at the Flying J

Photos &amp; Info provided by on-site emergency crews



The 12 man Los Angeles County Fire handcrew "14-4",

stationed at San Francisquito Canyon Road assisted with

the overhaul of the trailer’s contents.

No structure or amenities of the Flying J were damaged.

Aside from Los Angeles County and Kern County Fire

Crews, units from the CHP (California Highway Patrol)

and the Kern County Sheriff’s Office responded as well.

All units were available and back in service at 4:12 am.



3.6 Magnitude Earthquake at the

Grapevine Foothills just north of the

Frazier Mountain Communities



On Saturday (Feb 1) early morning at 1:49 am crews

from Los Angeles County Fire Station 77 (the Last

Outpost) and Kern County Fire Engines 56 (Lebec) and

57 (Frazier Park) were dispatched to a trailer fire in the

Flying J truck parking lot. The driver of a trailer noticed

brakes on fire after pulling into fuel bay. He pulled

immediately out of the fuel bay to south side and

unhooked trailer. The driver was checked out by Los

Angeles County Paramedic Squad 149 from Castaic.



On Monday evening (Feb 3) at 9:31 pm a 3.6 magnitude

earthquake was epicentered about 7 miles west of the

intersection of I-5 and Route 99 and about 12 miles north

of Pine Mountain Club at a depth of 8.5 miles; so far no

reports of injuries or damages.



Earthquake Shake Map Courtesy of USGS



Crews from nearby Kern County Fire stations were first

on scene and quickly started the initial attack on the

blaze. Subsequently the fire was knocked down in about

3o minutes. The fire was brought under control and

extinguished in about one hour. Nevertheless, the 60foot trailer loaded with vegetables and orange juices

became a total loss.



About every 30 seconds the earth moves somewhere

around the globe. The vast majority of those earthquakes

are even too weak to be perceptible without very

sensitive equipment. However, large earthquakes, 6 and

up on the Richter scale, happen over 100 times a year,

though rarely in cities or densely populated areas.

A magnitude 4.0 earthquake is equivalent to about 6 tons

of TNT explosives, but because the Richter scale is a

base-10 logarithmic scale, the amount of energy released



5|Page



GBU Mountain News

February 5 - XLVI

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



increases quickly: A magnitude 5.0 earthquake is about

200 tons of TNT, magnitude 6.0 is 6,270 tons, 7.0 is

199,000 tons, 8.0 is 6,270,000 tons, and 9.0 is 99,000,000

tons (or 99 million tons) of TNT the equivalent of about

25,000 nuclear bombs.



What’s

new

at

the

Mountain

Communities Family Resource Center!

by Mountain Communities Family Resource Center

The Mountain Communities Family Resource Center

(MCFRC) has been making many changes to bring much

needed resources and education to our residents. We now

have Five Certified Enrollment Counselors ready to

assist our community with questions regarding the new

Affordable Care Act and are taking appointments to help

individuals complete the application process through the

Covered California online system. Medi-Cal guidelines

have changed and if you were previously denied

coverage, you may now be eligible. If medical insurance

has been unaffordable to you in the past, you may now

qualify for premium assistance and be eligible for low



cost health care. Let our Certified Enrollment Counselors

help you explore your options.



We are excited to have Joe Acosta from the Department

of Veteran Affairs (VA) office in Bakersfield, CA be

available to our residents once per month on the 4th

Thursday of every month from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm.

Veterans can feel free to walk in or make an appointment

with Mr. Acosta to discuss any and all benefits they and

their spouses may be eligible. There are a wide variety of

services that the VA provides that many Veterans are not

aware of and we are appreciative of Mr. Acosta’s ability

to come to the MCFRC and educate our mountain

community residence.

Sponsored by the Southwest Healthcare District, our new

Adult Advocate Miki Knutson has played an intricate

part in providing resources to our senior, disabled, and

single adult residents. To date, Mrs. Knutson has

provided assistance to our residents in the following

areas: Medicare applications/plan changes, Prescription

Drug

coverage

comparisons,

Social

Security

applications, Covered California application processing,

referrals to care giving services, hospice services, food

banks, and medical equipment programs. Since the

inception of the Adult Advocate Program just 5 months

ago, Mrs. Knutson has also been able to organize several

educational seminars to our residents including the CaneFu Self Defense class, Alzheimer’s and Dementia

Seminar, and the Emergency Preparedness Program. In

the future we are hoping to sponsor an educational

seminar provided by Health Net on Diabetes and

Asthma. Please contact Miki Knutson at 245-4303
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Monday through Wednesday 8:30am – 3:15pm if you are

interested in attending.

Lastly, the 2014 Color the Mountain 5k event planning is

underway so mark your calendars for September 20,

2014 from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm. This amazing fundraiser,

to create a local leadership camp for our mountain

community youth, is sure to be even bigger and better

than last year. With great music, food, and information

booths our community can come together and have fun

while supporting a safe, healthy, drug free community!

Early registration will be available on March 1st from

now until July 31, 2014 for $25 per participant. Late

registration will be from August 1, 2014 to August 31,

2014

for

$30

per

participant.

Go

to

http://colorthemountain.com and register starting March

1st. Join us for the happiest 5k on earth! If you are

interested in being one of our event Sponsors, please

contact Miki Knutson at the telephone number listed

below or go to the website for further instructions. If you

have a youth centered organization in our mountain

community and would like to have a booth at the event or

if you would like to volunteer on the day of the event,

please contact Miki Knutson 245-4303 Monday through

Wednesday 8:30am – 3:15pm, 661-245-4303.

Thanks to the Sponsors and Participants of last year’s 5k

Color the Mountain event, MCCASA (Mountain

Communities Coalition Against Substance Abuse) is

forging ahead with the first ever mountain community

leadership camp. The 2014 leadership camp will take

place June 25, 2014 through June 27, 2014. All 6th grade

students going into 7th grade for the 2014-2015 school

year will be eligible to apply for this youth empowering

event (space is limited). Please watch the MCFRC and

MCCASA websites and Facebook pages for additional

information coming soon.

Last year we made major strides to bringing new

resources to our mountain community residents and

another step closer to a healthy, safe, and drug free

community. Our goals are to Enrich Families, Enhance

our Community, and Empower our Youth. It is our hope

that each and every resident in our community will

support us in reaching these goals in the coming years.



People

Alan Christensen, Supervisor David Couch’s

Chief of Staff named Risk Manager for Kern

County

Alan Christensen, the well-liked and always professional

Chief of Staff at Supervisor

David Couch’s office, has

assumed the position of

Risk Manager for Kern

County.

In Kern County Risk

Management is a division in

the Office of the County

Counsel.

The

Risk

Management

division

manages

the

County's

exposure to risk, oversees

the County's safety programs, and administers the

General Liability, Medical Malpractice, and Workers'

Compensation claims programs. In his position as the

Risk Manager, Alan Christensen reports directly to the

County Counsel, Theresa Goldner.

Alan has worked in local government management for 25

years. Previous to serving as Chief of Staff to Supervisor

David Couch, he was City Manager for the cities of

Wasco, Arvin, Hanford, Woodlake, and Assistant City

Manager for the City of Bakerfield. He also worked for

the cities of Visalia and Rohnert Park in California. He

has extensive experience in all areas of local government,

including Finance, Budgeting, Economic Development,

Human Resources, Risk Management, Information

Technology, and Recreation and Parks. Alan has degrees

in Organizational Psychology and Master of Public

Administration, both from Brigham Young University.

Congratulations and best wishes for continued success in

the new position.
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What is an Electronic Newspaper?

An electronic Newspaper is a self-contained, reusable,

and refreshable version of a traditional newspaper that

acquires and holds information electronically. (The

electronic newspaper should not be confused with

newspapers that offer an online version at a Web site.)



What is the difference between a Newsletter

and a Newspaper?

A newspaper publishes stories and information for and

about a city/region/state/country and covers a variety of

topics, events, and developments.

A Newsletter is published by a specific organization

(school, club, business) and informs mainly about the

organization's activities.



Law Enforcement Corner

Kern County Sheriff’s

Office (KCSO) – Frazier

Park Substation

Sergeant Mark Brown from the Kern County Sheriff’s

Substation in Frazier Park released the following

information about law enforcement related incidents and

activities between Jan 27 and Feb 2: *

1) On January 27, 2014, members of the Kern County

Sheriff’s Office, Rural Crime Unit, conducted an

underage alcohol and tobacco operation at several

stores in the Mountain Communities. At about 7:15

PM, an undercover deputy watched a Lebec store

cashier, JF, sell a 25 ounce can of beer to an 18 year

old decoy. F was cited for selling alcohol to a person

under the age of 21. No other laws were violated

during the operation.

2) On January 28, 2014, at about 3:15 PM, deputies

were dispatched to a home on the 3400 block of

Michigan Trail in Frazier Park to investigate a theft.

The theft was unfounded, but a man driving away

from the residence, CF, was arrested for providing

false personal identifying information to a peace

officer.

3) On January 29, 2014, at about 12:50 AM, deputies,

fire fighters, and Hall's Ambulance personnel were

dispatched to a home on the 7100 block of Lakewood

Ct. in LOW to assist a three to four month old baby

who stopped breathing after a ventilator failed. The

child was revived and airlifted to a hospital.

4) On January 30, 2014, at about 8:05 AM, a deputy

was dispatched to a motel on the 600 block of

Wainwright Court in Lebec to investigate a burglary.

Unknown person(s) shattered a side window on a

Spokane, Washington resident’s vehicle the night

before, and stole a Smith &amp; Wesson .22 caliber

revolver and a briefcase containing two completed

Chase Bank cashier’s checks.

5) On January 31, 2014, at about 5:00 PM, a deputy was

dispatched to call a Ventura County resident via

telephone to investigate a lost or stolen handgun. A

9mm Intratec semi-automatic pistol was missing

from a home on the 3400 block of Michigan Trail in

Frazier Park.
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6) On February 2, 2014, at about 10:10 AM, a deputy

contacted TM at a home on the 700 block of Elm

Trail in Frazier Park, and cited her on a misdemeanor

battery and child endangerment warrant.

7) On February 2, 2014, at about 11:05 AM, a deputy

conducted a probation search at a home on the 900

block of Lancer Way in Lebec. CC was arrested for

suspicion of being under the influence of a controlled

substance, and for possession of suspected controlled

substance paraphernalia.

Anyone having information about any of the above

incidents is asked to contact the Kern County Sheriff’s

Office at (661) 861-3110, contact Secret Witness at (661)

322-4040 or send an anonymous text to TIP411

(847411). Type the key word, “KCSO,” prior to the

message.

* You will notice that the names of arrestees and suspects are not always

published here. The presumption of innocence means that one is to be

considered innocent until proven guilty in a fair and open court of law.

Individuals that have been arrested, but not convicted and that do not

pose a risk for others should not be subject to public humiliation.



Change of GBU Mountain News Policy:

If you have been arrested and you have no significant

criminal record, your name will not be released by the

GBU Mountain News. However, if you have been

arrested and convicted before, and you have a

considerable criminal record, your full name AND your

criminal record will be published. If you are a repeated

offender you will be considered a threat to our Youth and

risk to the community.



Animals Matter



Los Angeles County Sheriff

California Highway Patrol

(CHP)

####



Fortunately not in Kern County: CHP officer

handcuffs a firefighter at a freeway injury-accident

scene

See

http://www.cbs8.com/story/24637357/chphandcuffs-firefighter-in-dispute-at-crash-scene

Chula Vista, with a population of ~250,000 is the second

largest city in the San Diego metropolitan area.



Kern County Animal Services is one of the largest

organizations in the Central Valley that rescues, houses

and cares for lost and abandoned animals, enforces

animal-related laws and acts to prevent cruelty to

animals. For information on adopting a pet, please email

adopt@co.kern.ca.us or call 661-321-3000 MondayFriday between 8 am and 5 pm.
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