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Preface

As a college student in 1998 the horrific murder of Matthew Shepard was the catalyst

that both laid the foundation for my own coming out and inspired me to become

involved in working to move the needle towards inclusion and equality for the Lesbian,

Gay, Bisexual, Transgender (LGBT) community.

For background, the personal journey I began after Matthew’s murder influenced my

professional career path which has primarily focused on diversity and inclusion. As a

diversity practitioner I have provided strategic counsel to and worked closely with the

senior leadership of several major corporations, nonprofits and educational institutions

to develop innovate, savvy and business-centric solutions to align diversity and inclusion

imperatives with their existing marketplace, talent and operational objectives. I have

authored and edited several major research-based benchmarking publications and white

papers that focused on all areas of workplace diversity management from recruitment

and retention and affinity groups to supplier diversity and crisis communications.

These publications have been an important resource for corporations formulating,

revising and enhancing their comprehensive strategic diversity plans. As a journalist

and managing editor I have conducted countless broadcast (TV, radio) interviews

focused on various diversity issues with CEOs of the world’s largest public and

privately-held companies, prominent US government officials (both elected &amp;

appointed), key leadership &amp; ownership of professional sports leagues &amp; teams and

prominent individuals in the world of entertainment and the arts.

Needless to say, the advancement of LGBTQQI rights (and all human rights) in both the

United States and abroad are very important to me and so much of my personal and

professional life has focused on advancing equality and tolerance.

This past summer, about a month after the US Supreme Court ruled the Defense of

Marriage Act was unconstitutional and also overturned California’s Proposition 8, the US

media began extensive reporting on a new Russian anti-gay law that outlawed

“homosexual propaganda” and allowed violators to be fined and foreign violators to be

arrested. Legislating inequality is something that disgusts me, but since the United

States has a long, continued history of legislating against the LGBTQQI community I was

not shocked that another country would do the same. However there was something

about the reporting that bothered me, I knew from early reporting that the law banned

"propaganda of nontraditional sexual relations to minors," but the word minors or

children was never mentioned by the media; but I did not think much of it.
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On August 4, 20132 my perception of the Russian anti-gay law would be challenged by

two men whose analysis and insights I greatly respect: Adam Curry3 and John C Dvorak4

of the No Agenda Show.

For those unfamiliar with the No Agenda Show, it is a free-flowing conversation between

Adam and John where they deconstruct news stories and analyze public relations

agencies involvement; political motivations; secondary sources; in an effort to extract the

elements of a given topic that the mainstream media fails to explore. They do not

approach their analysis from a political slant, instead they examine the source material

(legislation, studies, testimony, court filings, official reports, etc), their deep

understanding of people and their unapparelled ability to dissect today’s media, politics,

society and culture which results in the most well-researched, rational and shrewd

analysis available.

It is important to know that on August 4, Adam was broadcasting from the Netherlands

where he and his wife were visiting Adam’s daughter and her girlfriend. I mention this

because prior to discussing the Russian law, Adam had told John about the fantastic

family outing he, his wife, daughter and her girlfriend had the day before: participating

in the Amsterdam Gay Pride Parade as part of the OUT TV float. (You should also

know that Adam has long been trying to determine if he puts the B or the Q in

LGBTQQ.) When the topic of discussion transitioned from the fabulous family outing

to the Russian anti-gay law I was keenly interested in what he and John would say and

wondered how harshly he would condemn Russia; as Adam presented his analysis I

found myself surprised at what I was hearing and growing more convinced that Adam’s

analysis was completely inaccurate. The analysis concluded with references to several

things that I had not heard reported by any US media and John, who had not researched

the Russian law, found Adam’s analysis plausible.

The fact that both Adam and John are true supporters/allies of the LGBTQQI community

made it impossible to dismiss their analysis superficially; so that Sunday afternoon with

great confidence I became a man on a mission: to completely disprove their analysis .

This white paper is the product of that mission. I invite you to read this paper and join

me on this journey; a journey which included numerous twists and turns, a range of

emotions and enlightenment, all of which I experienced and have tried to represent in

my writing.



2 http://536.NAShownotes.com

3 http://www.Curry.com

4 http://www.Dvorak.org
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Note to Readers:

Please note that in an effort to be as transparent as possible and provide you with

sources for further reading, please find that for each fact, statistic, report, quotation, and

government document that is referenced the reader is provided a full citation . Note the

Appendix includes the full texts of the “Russian anti-gay law” and full text of each

section of Federal Law and Administrative Code that have been changed by the

“anti-gay law.”
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Executive Summary

10 Things You Didn’t Know About

Russia’s Anti-Gay Law &amp; LGBT Rights

1.



The law never mentions or uses the word gay, lesbian, homosexual or any other

LGBT identifier. [Chapter 2 &amp; Appendix]



2.



The law focuses on children, it’s title is “On Protections of Minors from Propaganda

of Non-Traditional Sexual Relations”. The messaging and strategy to bring the ban

on propaganda from the law of several regions to national laws is part of a larger

family values push and is based on the successful anti-same sex marriage push in

the United States. [Chapter 2]



3.



Russia is actually expanding protections of members of the LGBT community: On

September 20, 2013 the official delegation of the Russia Federation announced

their willingness to take all required measures to prevent homophobic hate crimes

and discrimination on grounds of sexual orientation at the 24th UN Human Rights

Council. [Chapter 2]



4.



There have been regional (much harsher) versions of the propaganda ban in effect

for 7 years and there were only 2 convictions for violations of the regional laws and

both were overturned. [Chapter 3]



5.



In 6 months of the Federal Law there have been 3 convictions: 2 were acts of civil

disobedience to challenge the legality of the law, the other is a story which you must

read. [Chapter 3]



6.



Statistically you are far more likely to be the victim of an anti-LGBT Hate Crime in

the United States than in Russia. [Chapter 4]



7.



In Russia you cannot be fired from your job for being an LGBT individual, in the

United States you can. [Chapter 4]



8.



Since 1993 gay sex was made legal in Russia, in 12 US States gay sex is a crime.

[Chapter 4]



9.



While President Obama says “I have no patience for countries that try to treat gays

or lesbians or transgender persons in ways that intimidate them or are harmful to

them.” his policies demonstrate he has nothing but patience. [Chapter 5]



10. The group impacted most if found to be in violation of the law: Multinational

corporations. [Chapter 6]
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Chapter 1: The Surprising Story of How Russia’s

Anti-Gay Law Emerged in US Broadcast Media



F



or most Americans it is not commonplace for the laws of foreign nations to come up in

casual conversation; sure we all have that friend who rambles on incessantly about

international affairs, but as reflected by opinion poll5 s, the average American does not

hold world affairs to be among the top issues important to them. In my experience, for

most of us, the focus on another country’s laws most often emerges when preparing to travel

overseas; we will crowdsource people we know who have been to the country and check

Wikipedia for information in an effort to avoid making an appearance on Locked Up Abroad.

Otherwise, as Americans, we tend to focus on policy issues at home rather than abroad in

casual discussions .

In late-July 2013 the laws of a foreign country would take center stage and with it’s

emergence I found myself in the most random situations hearing about, what is colloquially

referred to as, the “Russian Anti-Gay Law” (Russian Federation Federal Law № 135-FZ : On

the propaganda of non-traditional sexual relations among minors) Russian Federation Law

No. 135-FZ Propaganda of Non-Traditional Sexual Relationships Among Minors6).

Just a

few of the countless examples I could share: whether while out with friends at a favorite bar

or club when a friend orders a drink made with Stolichnaya (Stoli) vodka and is told it is

unavailable because of Russia’s anti-gay laws or when I got together with some friends to

watch the Miss Universe competition and the room was abuzz speculating if host Thomas

Roberts might go off script and publicly challenge the law [he didn’t], or even over the

holidays when discussing the Sochi Olympics only to have a family member ask how I felt

about it being illegal to be gay in Russia.

Although my understanding of the law was vague in late-July, I did know the title of the

law included the word “minors”. I have to admit that I did find it odd that both the

media coverage I had viewed and the countless, random times the law was brought up in

conversation that not once was the word “children” or “minors” mentioned in

conjunction with the law.

As I began my mission to disprove the Curry - Dvorak analysis of the law7 I first located

the full text of the Russian Federation Law No. 135-FZ but since the document was

written in Russian, in order to get a completely accurate translation, I decided to have an

5 http://www.gallup.com/poll/166880/americans-rate-economy-top-priority-government.aspx

6 Full Text of Russian Federation Federal Law № 135-FZ available in the Appendix.

7 See the Preface of this document.
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expert fluent in Russian do the translation rather than rely on Google. It would be five

days before I would receive the translated document so in the interim I decided to

immerse myself in the early media coverage of the law.

Having studied and been influenced by the work of Marshall McLuhan, whose book

Understanding Media8 introduced to the world to the enigmatic paradox, "The medium

is the message"; in researching media events I have found that an understanding of the

emergence of a news story can reveal a wealth of information and lead to a more

complete understanding of a topic. Curious to learn if there had been any

fundamental changes in the messaging by broadcast media from the earliest reports

through the present, I began researching the earliest coverage by American broadcast

media in hopes of gaining a more complete understanding of the Russian anti-gay laws.

On June 29, 2013 Russian Federation President Vladimir Putin signed into law a bill

banning the promotion of “non-traditional sexual relations” to minors (Federal Law No.

135-FZ aka the “Russian anti-gay law”).9 Once signed, the law was immediately

enacted/able to be enforced.



The Earliest Coverage by US Broadcast Media

How extensive was the American broadcast news media’s

initial coverage of the signing &amp; enactment of the

“ Russian Anti-Gay Law”?

If you picked non-existent; you’re right!



The sad reality is that with very few exceptions (where a local news report mentioned it

in passing and devoting less than 10 seconds of airtime to it), broadcast news media in

the United States completely ignored the “Russian Anti-Gay Law”.

To be more specific: by completely ignored I am not only referring to the period between

June 29-30, rather the period I am referring to is June 29 through July 21. During this

23 days period the “Russian Anti-Gay Law” was never mentioned, debated or analyzed

by any broadcast network news program (ABC, CBS, NBC, PBS), cable news network

(CNN, FOX, HLN, MSNBC) or by National Public Radio.

8 McLuhan, Marshall. Understanding the Media, Mentor Books; 1964.

9http://en.ria.ru/russia/20130630/181970032/Putin-Signs-Anti-Gay-Bill-Into-Law.html
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