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PEOPLE OF GOD WHO BELIEVE THAT JESUS CHRIST SAVED THEM FROM SIN,

AND INVITES THEM TO ENJOY ETERNAL LIFE WITH HIM

I.



WHAT IS THE CHURCH?

Who is the Church?



II.



THE CATHOLIC FAITH:



CREED



SACRAMENTS



COMMANDMENTS



Signs of God’s Life/Love



4. Respect All Authority



SACRAMENT



1. One God – 32 false gods



5. Respect Life – SOUL



Matrimony – to marry



2. Respect Name – same as



6. Respect Procreation of Life

– Assist God



Holy Orders – authority to guide



3. Give Greater Attention



7. Respect Property – Security

8. Communicate Truth – Trust

Community

9. &amp; 10. Respect in Mind of

Property &amp; People – CovetDesire



Sacrament of Sick – serious help

Penance – healing/strength



One Day



Holy Eucharist 



SABBATH



sustain



Confirmation







Baptism



 start



strengthen



Body



Building Blocks



GOD – FATHER (CREATOR)

Mystery – Electricity



Soul



Family unity



SON (REDEEMER) – CHURCH FOUNDER

His life for us



TRINITY – Worship

HOLY SPIRIT – GUIDES, INSPIRES CHURCH

MARY – MOTHER OF CHRIST (GOD)

Reverence – honor

BELIEF IN CHURCH – ONE, HOLY, CATHOLIC, APOSTOLIC

One-Govt./Faith/Morals, Holy: Founder &amp; Means – Purpose – rooted in Catholic-universal,

extent &amp; doctrine

COMMUNION OF SAINTS – Heaven/Earth

RESURRECTION OF BODY – reward, dignity

Purgatory

FORGIVENESS OF SINS

ETERNAL LIFE – soul, spiritual

Prayer – Authority of Christ



Tradition – Bible

FOUNDATION --- CREED



III.



Faith In Action – Creed, Sacraments, Commandments Lived Out At Home, School, Work



Written and Compiled by Fr. Ambrose M. Ziegler



HERE ARE A NUMBER OF STATEMENTS ABOUT JESUS. JUST GO THROUGH THE LIST OF

STATEMENTS AND CHECK THE BOXES OF THE STATEMENTS THAT COME CLOSEST TO THE WAY

YOU THINK OF JESUS. THIS IS NOT A TRUE-FALSE QUIZ. CHECK JUST THE ONES YOU THINK ARE

CLOSEST TO YOUR THINKING ABOUT JESUS.

1. Jesus lived most of his life in Nazareth………………………………….……………………………….



(



)



2. Jesus is the greatest person who ever lived, greater than any other human being….



(



)



3. Jesus was a real human being ……………………………………………………………………………….



(



)



4. Jesus is alive, even today, because of his resurrection……………………………………………



(



)



5. Jesus was crucified by the Romans and died a painful death………………………………….



(



)



6. Jesus could express perfectly what God wanted him to express…………………………….



(



)



7. Jesus liked some people better than others……………………………………………………………



(



)



8. Jesus is really God himself ……………………………………………………………………………………..



(



)



9. Jesus grew up as a human person developing his personality in the same way we do (



)



10. Jesus worked miracles showing that he was God’s son …………………………………………..



(



)



11. Jesus used to go to parties, drink wine, and have a lot of fun …………………………………



(



)



12. Since Jesus was God, he didn’t really have to die; he could have avoided it by his

divine power ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….



(



)



13. Jesus was as much as human being as you and I …………………………………………………….



(



)



14. Jesus is divine and therefore all powerful ………………………………………………………………



(



)



15. Jesus had sex feelings just like we do …………………………………………………………………….



(



)



16. Jesus’ mother Mary, was the “Mother of God” ………………………………………………………



(



)



17. Jesus probably had a favorite color, favorite place to go and favorite things to do …



(



)



18. As a son of God, Jesus knew he was sent by God to bring about salvation of the

world ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………



(



)



19. Jesus was afraid of what people would say or think about him when he was

growing up ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..



(



)



20. Jesus can do anything he wants to …………………………………………………………………………



(



)



21. Jesus parents had to tell him everything during his childhood ………………………………..



(



)



22. Jesus often seemed to know what other people were thinking about him ……………..



(



)



23. Jesus got grounded for doing things wrong …………………………………………………………….



(



)



24. Jesus, as God, has the same nature as God the Father ……………………………………………



(



)



25. Sometimes Jesus got lonely and didn’t know the answers to the problems he had to

face ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..



(



)



26. We really aren’t worthy to even come near Jesus because he is so perfect …………….



(



)



27. When Jesus didn’t have enough sleep, or enough to eat, he got tired and even

headaches like we get …………………………………………………………………………………………….



(



)



28. People often approached Jesus hesitantly because he just seemed to radiate power

and Majesty ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………



(



)



Count all the even-numbered statements (2, 4, 6, etc.) = _______ Divine

Count all the odd-numbered statements (1, 3, 5, etc.) = _______ Human



DI 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 HU



There are no right or wrong answers, all are true. Jesus is both Human and Divine



RELIGION FOR LIVING

Jesus Christ --- age 1 to 30:

IN TRAINING:



(it takes about 4 years to run a 4-minute mile)



He got an education (His specialty – the Bible)

He kept His eyes open (not here just to kill or fill time)

He studied anything, everything, everywhere (studied nature)

He worked, and played, and prayed.

He was happy ….



Then Christ was ready to act --Recall the message of John, “Prepare, the Messiah is coming” ……………

John baptized Christ --- not the sacrament of Baptism, but a “washing” external cleansing of body

representing the cleansing of the soul. Christ did not need this, but he did so to show us that He

was “one of us.”

Then Christ recruits an army --- Apostles --- visible Church for visible people.

Andrew and his brother Simon (to be called Cephas – Peter, the Rock); John and his friend, Philip

and Philip’s friend, Bartholomew; the brother of John, James (the Greater) and Mathew (Levi),

the tax man; James (the Less) and his brother, Jude and brother, Simon – all of Nazareth.

Thomas, the good and noble doubter and Judas, from Northern Judea, weather-tanned Peter

and his tall brother Andrew. Bright-eyed, impetuous John.

Muscular, athletic Philip. James the Less (40 years later was thrown from the top of the Temple

for the love of Christ.)

Jude (60 years later was murdered by Armenian arrows)

Simon to be nailed to a cross in Persia

Thomas, on a later date, ripped with a spear in India.

THEIR FAITH WOULD FALTER; THERE WOULD BE DISAPPOINTMENT AND DISCOURAGEMENT.

WITH THESE MEN CHRIST SHARED HIS PRIESTHOOD: TO PREACH – TO HEAL – TO SUFFER

So Christ begins --Temptations, that’s normal; prayer goes along; wedding feast and fun; the temple thieves and

miracles … A sample: cure of man born blind, a beggar on the temple steps .. put a little mud on

eyes and was asked to go and wash in the pool of Siloe.

All objections answered:

1. Born blind – not the type of blindness which could be cured by sudden emotional shock.

2. Man did not know Christ – not a “set up,” no fakery involved.

3. Not “mass hypnotism” – witnesses included Christ’s bitter enemies who were in no mood to be

hypnotized.

They saw no other explanation. In the words of Christ to Thomas, “Blessed are those who have not but

believe.”

Faith is believing without fully seeing.



MARY FOR MODERNS

Through Adam’s sin, creation was infected by death and darkness; Christ’s redemption brought the life

and light of a new creation. Because Christ chose Mary as His Mother, she is closely related to this

redemption – the close relationship of Mother and Son.

Honor given to Mary then is not honor taken from God! Jesus loves Mary, not merely with the impartial

love God has for every soul; not merely with the special love God has for holy souls; but the PERFECT

human love which only the PERFECT MAN could have for the PERFECT MOTHER. Understood in this way,

one can see that we don’t divinize Mary – we honor Christ when we honor His mother. Mary is not a

goddess; her glory is that she is human, yet God chose this merely human being as His Mother and give

her the following PRIVILEGES;

Mary, Mother of God: Christ is God, Mary is the mother of Christ – so Mary is the Mother of God. Mary

is not the mother of Christ’s divinity, just as your mother is not the mother of your soul. Only God can

create a soul. Only God can bring forth God. A mother is not just the mother of her child’s physical body;

she is considered the mother of the complete person whom she bears. The complete person whom

Mary bore is Jesus Christ, God and Man.

Mary, Virgin: Almost 2000 years ago there were no ‘bachelor girls or career girls.’ In a world that was

strictly a man’s world, any girl wanting to mature, spiritually and intellectually, needed a man to provide

and protect her. Nor did God want Mary, in mothering His Son, to suffer disgrace as an unwed mother.

God saw to it that Mary has a husband.

Immaculate Conception: Too many people understand this Immaculate Conception to refer to the Virgin

Birth of Christ; it refers not to Christ’s conception in Our Lady’s womb, but to Mary’s conception in the

womb of her mother, St. Anne.

Assumption of Mary: This privilege refers to Mary, going to heaven, body and soul. This Privilege would

follow from the simple fact that Christ would want his Mother with him in heaven, not her soul only, but

herself, body and soul. She allowed her body to be used to mother Christ, so any son would want this,

and this was the one Son who could have what He wanted. Also, it is a doctrine of the Church that all

people would receive back the bodies from which their souls had been separated at death. The gap

between was a result of sin, and Mary was sinless.

Worship is recognition of God; giving out will to God. Our will is the gift that we give to God when we go

to Mass – our will united with Christ’s will. Mary was quick to give her conset, her ‘fiat’ and is an

example for us. “Love me, love my dog.” – Love me, love my Mother.



THE SACRAMENTS

SEVEN SPIRITUAL MEANS TO REACH ONE SPIRITUAL END

Because it is a religion for human beings, Christianity is essentially sacramental. We are body and soul,

matter and spirit. We grow in the Christian life by what we see with our eyes, and by what we hear with

our ears.

We work with visible things; Christ founded a visible Church for visible people; Christ has given the

Church signs and symbols which are material realities that point to a spiritual reality – heaven.

From the visible to the invisible; from the material to the spiritual; from the natural to the Supernatural.



Sacrament



Outward sign (St. Aug. “visible sign of invisible grace”) power lines between Christ and us

Outward: can be perceived by one of the five senses

Instituted by Christ: the reward Christ merited on Calvary is passed on to us.

Gives grace: Spiritual talent, power, that allows you to share in the life of God Himself;

God keeping your soul alive



Looks like magic: True, but – paper worth 3¢, government stamps it and it is worth just a little more.

-



Blank check – signed by a millionaire



-



Press a button (one little button) a bomb



-



A little water, a few words, a contract with God, Baptism …..



The sacraments are a visible guarantee that Christ is working in the midst of us; at all important stages

of life, Christ is there; it is Christ who baptizes, Christ who forgives, through His human instrument:



NATURAL

1) Born physically, Natural life



SPIRITUAL

Baptism, born spiritually, second birthday,

Contract with God



2) Grow, Mature



Confirmation; spiritual strength

Christ Himself to be a strong Christian looking to

spiritual adulthood – mature for others



3) Food for the Body



Food for the Soul, Holy Communion, Christ Himself



4) Ordinary help for cuts; sores as Bandaids,

Doctor



Help for spiritual cuts, Sacrament of Penance;

Apologize to God – closes the gaps of friendship



5) Extraordinary help in an Emergency –

serious sickness



Sacrament of the sick (formerly called Extreme

Unction) for added strength when a person is

weak and there is danger that the devil may

overcome.



6) Natural leaders – President, Mayor,

Father, as head of family



Sacrament of Holy Orders, giving a human being

the order to help others, to be an instrument in

the hands of God.



7) Natural contract between two people, to

work together for a common goal, natural

happiness called marriage



Spiritual contract between two persons (where

God agrees to help two people work and pray

together and in this manner reach heaven, the

purpose of their life on this earth) called

Matrimony.



Effects: Baptism received once, for only born once.

Confirmation and Holy orders, the same.

Matrimony is a spiritual contract that can be broken only by God: He does this with death.

Sacrament of the Sick – received more than once because one can be seriously sick more than

once.

Sacrament of Penance – many times because the need to apologize more than once.

Eucharist – need spiritual food often.

THE SACRAMENTS are a visible guarantee, authenticated by the Word of Jesus and the usage of the

Apostles, that Jesus Christ is working in the midst of us.

At all the important stages of our lives, in its heights and in its depths, at the marriage altar and the

Cradle, at the sick bed, in all the crises and shocks that may befall us, Jesus stands by us under the visible

signs of the life-giving sacraments, as our Friend and Consoler, as the Physician of our soul and body, as

our personal Savior.

Yes, it truly is Christ Who baptizes, forgives, unites, through the instrument of His minister.



Sacrament Review

SIGNS OF WHAT JESUS

DOES

He gives us new life a

children of God.



SCRIPTURE



Unless a man is born

through water &amp; the

spirit, he cannot enter

the Kingdom of God.



VISIBLE SIGNS

WHAT WE SEE &amp; HEAR



RESPONSE OF LOVE

OUR ANSWER



Water poured ………..….

I baptize you in the

name of the Father, the

Son and the Holy Spirit



BAPTISM – BIRTH



Chrism (oil)



CONFIRMATION



Receive the seal of the

Holy Spirit, the gift of

the Father.



Marks his growing up

with us.



Confession with sorrow

.. I absolve you in the

name of the Father



PENANCE (RITE OF

RECONCILLIATION) Rid

self of problems and

weaknesses.



Bread and Wine …….

This is my body; this is

the cup of my blood



EUCHARIST … FOOD



Oil for the Sick …..



ANOINTING OF THE

SICK



We come into the

community



John 3:5

He gives us His Holy

Spirit so that we can act

as responsible

Christians



The Holy Spirit will be

my witness and you,

too, will be witnesses.



He gives us Peace and

freedom by forgiving

our sins



Whose sins you forgive,

they are forgiven.



He gives us his own

person, His body and

blood as food.



Anyone who eats my

flesh and drinks my

blood has eternal life.



John 5:26-27



John 20:23



Share Christ together



John 6:54

He restores health and

spiritual strength



If one of you is ill, he

should send for the

priest of the Church.



By this anointing, may

God forgive all your sins



James 5:14



Visit the sick and

comfort the dying.



He gives his priestly

power for the service of

his people



Do this as a memorial to

me (Luke 22:19) As the

Father sent me, so I am

sending you. John 20:21



Hands laid on head ….

Grant to these your

servants the dignity of

Priesthood.



HOLY ORDERS



He blesses the union of

husband &amp; wife with

loyalty and love.



What God has united,

man must not divide.



Hands joined … I take

you to be my wife. I

take you to be my

husband



MARRIAGE



Matt 19:6



Witness total

commitment to the

Church



Witness of a lifetime

union of love



THIS SHEET INCLUDES A REVIEW OF THE SACRAMENTS, SCRIPTURE QUOTES ACCOMPANYING EACH OF

THE SACRAMENTS, THE OUTWARD OR VISIBLE SIGN WE OBSERVE IN EACH SACRAMENT, AND OUR

RESPONSE TO THE SACRAMENTS WHICH IS VITALLY IMPORTANT.



HISTORICAL &amp; THEOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

This part deals only with the Sacrament of Penance and will not discuss and of the other ways in or

through which a person may be forgiven sins, e.g., prayer, good works, especially the Eucharist.

I.



Church until the sixth century.



The main feature of this period is that, in principle, the person who has gravely sinned and therefore

separated himself from the ecclesial community after his baptism can be re-admitted only once in

his lifetime.

Stresses:

-



Penance element – the necessity of performing good works to overcome the sin, the

elimination of the wrong committed through prayer, fasting, works of mercy.

Public: involvement of the entire community through the role of the bishop and the prayer

of the whole community.



Abuses:

II.



“Death Bed” forgiveness



Early Middle ages – sixth through tenth centuries.



The Irish missionary monks establish and spread the possibility of re-admitting the same sinner

many times in the communion of the Church. The private character of confession and penance for

sins committed in secret is more distinctly asserted.

Stresses:

-



Confession element – confessors and penitents seemed intent above all on the integrity of

confession according to number and species.

Private nature – the priest as minister of the sacrament

Could be repeated.



Abuses: not taking conversion seriously

III.



IV.



Late Middle Ages to present – eleventh through the twentieth centuries

- The stress is placed less and less on the penance that has to be fulfilled, but it shifts ore and

ore clearly to the absolution of the priest. The responsibility which the community shares in

the reconciliation of great sinners is reduced to a bare minimum. The Sacrament begins to

be called “Confession.”

- Abuses: the sacrament is confined within the Church building

Revitalized Rite, 1976



Stresses:

-



Reconciliation element – realized through conversion of the penitent to God in the Church

and the creative acceptance of the mercy of God realized in the ministry of the Church.

Conversion in response to God’s forgiveness

Public Dimension

Healing
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