The Fifteen Locks
Come, walk inside the temple, find the inner chamber. Come closer to prepare for the
wedding feast as the time is at hand for my bride to be adorned in her finery. She will catch my eye
by the shining of her soul, the lightness of her laughter, the music composed by her heart in union
with mine.
The way to primp and preen is inside the temple where a mirror behind a velvet curtain
awaits. Move aside this curtain, part it as I once did. Stand before the mirror and look deeply at
my love. This is my bride whom you see here, within her I have buried my most valuable treasure.
She does not know who she is, but she is beginning to remember. She needs only to move her lips
and speak her new name into existence, but she cannot see me past the skin she wants to glow and
the hair she wants to shine and the teeth she wants to whiten. How is it that my love cannot bare to
stare at me in this mirror, how is it that she cannot see I AM in her. How is it that she can turn
away once her lips are red and her eyes are drawn upon, as if she has completed her time with me
simply by fixing the outside to her liking?
My beloved, tell my beloved that when she looks into this mirror our hearts unite. Tell her there
will be no fear or condemnation in her reflection when she can truly look upon it and awaken into
our long gazing embrace.

Luke 17:21- Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within
you.
1 Cor 6:19 - Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is within you,
whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?

Part of going deeper in mediation and prayer, is looking WITHIN and seeking any bit of
darkness that remains inside, and inviting in the light of Christ Jesus. Being myself a follower of
Christ since 2003, I've noticed that many people who claim to be followers of our Father are not
truly joined in union with his will for his beloved, nor walking in his commands. How was it that I
came to notice this? I saw the darkness in myself when I looked within, and I experienced the
greatest healing of all when I faced it through the strength and love from God.
Over a decade ago I was told after I said the "salvation prayer" at my local church that I was
saved. This false concept was followed by my own wicked nature (which had never left me despite
my collection of doctrine). I thought, "since I said the salvation prayer, I can go to church on
Sunday for the rest of my life and be just fine on the day I die." I proceeded to ignore the Lord
every time he spoke to my heart, because often what he would tell me was NOT what my church
was telling me. When I gained the courage to approach the pastor of my church about what I felt I
was hearing from the Lord, I was told I was being deceived by devils. That cured me of wanting to
listen to the "still small voice" for a few years, which were the darkest years of my life. I attended
church every weekend and knew all the right jargon to fit right in, but I felt alone and still hungry
for something deeper.
The doctrines of men have taught division, fear, and strife, telling us that their set of dogmas
are the only way to salvation. We are taught to seek God in churches built by the hands of men, to
read scriptures based on a fixed set of rules known as "doctrine," and to uphold above all else a God

of wrath towards all nonbelievers and sinners. There is no reason for us to fall under this deception,
because we have the Holy Spirit within us and scriptures to teach us the righteous and narrow path
back home. Unfortunately, because many listen to the doctrines of man, and not to the teachings of
our Lord, his commands have been put behind the men and women who seek to fulfill their own
works.
The Lord put it on my heart to bring you an in-depth study about his ways in regards to
inheriting the kingdom we all seek. I'll present all of these things to you to take into much deeper
meditations with the Lord, where he will show you all things which were hidden.
Matthew 13:11 - He answered and said to them, Because it is given to you to know the mysteries of the
Kingdom of Heaven, but to them it is not given.

We begin our study in Gal 5:16-26. Join me there right now in another browser.
http://biblehub.com/text/galatians/5-16.htm
But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the desires
of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are
opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do. But if you are led by the
Spirit, you are not under the law. Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality,
impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions,
divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that
those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there
is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and
desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited,
provoking one another, envying one another.
For the sake of brevity once again, I am going to invite you all to go word by word through
the entire passage yourselves, but for the sake of this study I want to focus upon the works of the
flesh VS the fruits of the spirit. This PDF will cover the 15 "locks" that prevent us from entering
the Kingdom of God that is within. Remember, if you do not know where the lock is then the
key itself does no good! The next PDF will uncover the "keys" to these locks.
We are going to go word by word through every work of the flesh mentioned in Gal 5:19-5:20. I
strongly urge you to print out or write down the meaning of every one of these works so that you
can take them with you when you go inside to face the mirror. Our Heavenly Husband will take all
these works which weigh heavily upon your hearts and turn them into pure light with the love of his
gaze.

WORKS OF THE FLESH: 15 Locks

Let's start with the first work of the flesh, porneia.

Porneia is a fleshly-working that many would compare to the making of and viewing of
pornography. While pornography is certainly something without any value in the eyes of the Lord,
we are told that all things are allowable to us, but not all things are profitable. This is where we can
begin to look deeper, and find that while we may not view pornography or commit whoredom, we
may actually be guilty of a deeper offense still: selling our spiritual purity. Oxford English
Dictionary (OED) records a figurative use for the word fornication as: "The forsaking of God for
idols."
When I rejected hearing the voice of the Lord because my pastor told me to, I was falling
under this deception of the flesh. My pastor had a representation of God to sell me, and I bought it
and I took that God for my own. Look at the etymology for the word, "idol."

Anything and anyone which has a shape and a form cannot be a substitute for our first love.
The one true God must be found within you first before you will ever see him outside of you.
Therefore you cannot truly love the world, your neighbor, or yourself until you have found the
source of that love which dwells within you. No longer "selling off" your body is only a starting
point with this word, I say to you instead, do not commit fornication in your spirit with anything
that can be seen by your two fleshly eyes. No matter how lovely the form may be, it is not one iota
as lovely as that very first kiss from your beloved. The kiss comes to you on the very day you reject
images and objects for lustly fulfilment and seek your first love within the chamber.
Solomon 1:4 - Draw me, we will run after thee: the king hath brought me into his chambers: we
will be glad and rejoice in thee, we will remember thy love more than wine: the upright love thee.
Gospel of Thomas:
[We] are reborn by the Christ two by two. In his Breath, we experience a new embrace;
we are no longer in duality, but in unity.
All will be clothed in light when they enter into the mystery of the sacred embrace.
What is the bridal chamber, if not the place of trust and consciousness in the embrace?
It is an icon of Union, beyond all forms of possession; here is where the veil is torn from
top to bottom; here is where some arise and awaken.

Meditation: Have I truly looked within and united with the ever present Spirit of my beloved,
or am I still giving myself away to the world outside?
Challenge: I bring into attention each habit I maintain, bringing into light all the ways I get
my needs met outside of union with my beloved.

Next we have the fleshly work of akathartos.

Just like porneia, we see that the deeper meaning of this word is evidenced in the spirit.
Certainly we are unclean when our bodies are not bathed, but this is speaking once more about the
impurities in our spirit. Why should we remain in an unclean spirit when his soothing waters are
the perfect temperature to immerse ourselves in? The bath has been drawn; it is pure light. Step
into the light that awaits you, and show everything to your beloved.
1 John 1:9 - If we acknowledge our faults, he is faithful and impartial to release us of our guilt, and
to cleanse us from all hurts.
Meditation: Is there anything I have done in darkness that I can bring into the light? What
deed should I fear facing within myself when Christ is able to rectify it in full?
Challenge: I freely show myself to my beloved in every moment, knowing the gentle nature of
the One who shines light upon darkness.

Next we have the fleshly act of aselgeia, which oddly was translated, "sensuality" when it
actually means brutality:

I used to scratch my head at the idea of sensuality being a sin. We see here that aselgeia
means brutality, and is directly from the root word aselges, meaning "brutal". This is a violent
spitefulness which rejects the gracious restraint that arises from within as a voice of reason. Once
upon a time we were all teenagers and made a practice of this act, though again the deeper meaning
is found in meditation upon this quality which is within each of us. Not only can we harbor
thoughts of brutality towards others, but also towards ourselves.
Meditation: Am I experiencing or acting out on any offense towards myself, another person,
or an external circumstance?
Challenge: Through union with my Heavenly Father, it is possible for me to seek his restraint
by going within. I can seek counsel long before anger becomes evident of itself in my actions.

Next we have eidololatria.

Eidololatria is from two root words (as seen below), one being eido: "that which is seen"
and latreia, "service, worship." God does not ask us to worshiping him in a church made with
hands where we gather in the presence of others, but rather--all alone in the temple. If your only
time spent with your beloved is in the presence of others, then you are inviting the outside world to
peek into your bridal chamber. You are missing his full outpouring of love and practicing this work
of the flesh.
Meditation: Where do I go to worship the Lord? What place in the world is there for me to
unite with my beloved than the temple which is inside of me?
Challenge: I know the stillness and the sacredness of being pulled close by the Lord, away
from the outside world and directly united with Christ and all his fullness.

Next we have pharmakeia as a work of the flesh. Years ago I recall Tom Cruise getting into
hot water for telling people they should not take any drugs, including all pharmaceutical drugs. We
find that the word pharmakeia was translated as sorcery, leaving many modern-day religions fearing
books like Harry Potter. Let us go deeper.

As you see, I highlighted the meaning of this word above in gray: the use of medicine. This
word is used as "sorcery" also in Revelation (for a future study). While I am a firm believer that we
are not in need of medicine to cure us when we ail (our Lord has that covered) many people would
become upset by this notion. Isn't it funny how we find the doctrines of men only taking literally
the things which suit their tastes?
Going deeper with this scripture is the only way to find the greater meaning. Do you have to
put anything into your body in order to feel healed, whole, or free? Do you rely upon the
concoctions of men to heal you, or do you turn to the great physician? Since this is a very delicate
topic, please seek your beloved on this matter. However, I will leave you with this:
Twice in his biographies Jesus referred to himself as a "physician" or "doctor," once in the
sense of "spiritual healer" and once in the sense of "physical healer." Those who opposed Jesus
once attacked him for having unsavory characters such as tax collectors and "sinners" among his
disciples. Jesus reminded them that "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not
come to call the righteous, but sinners." (Mark 2:17). When Jesus gave his first sermon in his
hometown synagogue of Nazareth, he anticipated the possessive nature of the crowd when he
challenged them: "Surely you will quote this proverb to me: 'Physician, heal yourself! Do here in
your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.'" (Luke 4:23)
Meditation: What sources do I seek for healing, strength, and vitality? Are those sources
higher or more powerful than God?
Challenge: The one who dwells within me is fully capable to repair his temple the moment I

accept that he is both able and willing to do so.

Next we have echthra: enmity, alienation, hostility.

We have all had times where we felt alienated from the rest of humanity, or when we had
hostility towards ourselves or another human being. This stems from being in enmity with our
creator first and foremost. Unless we have made union with him, we will forever feel that there are
"enemies" or "them and us" or "me against that person." To the Lord, there is never a "good" reason
to practice hostility, because it is an evidence that we still remain in the flesh.
Meditation: Who and what have I made my enemy? Is there hostility within that prevents
me from entering into everlasting union?
Challenge: The I AM gives me an indescribable connection to all parts of totality through
love. The love of Christ pervades and dissolves all imagined separation.

Next we have eris, translated as strife.

One of the first gifts we receive when going within to seek the Lord is the ability to see
clearly the futility of disputes, quarrels, and disagreements. The soul becomes in surrender under
one divine authority, and sees no need to defend itself or to consider itself outside of the whole.
Our love for Christ leads us into peace and unity with all mankind so that we can resolve all
conflicts simply by reflecting on the deep source of peace we have inside through the Holy Spirit.
Meditation: Have I surrendered all my conflicts and strife completely to the highest court
and the most eligible authority? What strife will I take in place of love?
Challenge: There no longer a need or desire for disputes because my heart is assured that all
will be revealed, all wrongs made right. My spirit only desires this same peace for all who do
not yet have it.

Now let's look at zelos, translated as jealousy.

This is such an important word to grasp, because it is a fleshly work that hides itself very
easily in pleasing attributes such as eagerness and enthusiasm, which in and of itself is an excellent
quality. The word zelos literally means, "hot enough to boil." We see this in people who are so
convinced of their opinions that they become zealots, hot under the collar, all steamed up for what
they consider either good or bad.
Surely you've heard those still on the milk of the word bring forth ranting speeches in the
name of the Holy Spirit when in fact the Holy Spirit is pure love from a place deep within that
speaks to the heart first and the mouth second. Yet for our task, it's more important to recognize this
quality in ourselves rather than to point a finger at others. Take this word into your chamber and
gather up all the things which cause you to boil. When the Lord puts his hands out, you can give
them all over to him, knowing your rivals are in the best hands possible.
Meditation: Do I know the difference between enthusiasm to please my beloved and the zeal
to justify myself?
Challenge: I find all the desires of my heart while in union with Christ. I clearly see that
boiling in rivalry only depletes and weakens my connection to his Spirit.

Next we have thumos, translated as fits of rage.

I love that this word literally means "rush along." How true has this become of our modern
society, with all the expectation to perform placed on each one of us through conformity with the
world? When we are rushing along, breathing violently, our minds are focused solely on defeating
the tasks or people who stand in the way to getting what we want. All the time I hear people say, "I
just need to vent!" Notice above that the word indicates, "personal venting." We only feel this
desire to vent when we have grievances that we have not taken into the light and turned over to
higher power. The best spiritual lesson we can gain from this work of the flesh, is to take our wrath
within where it can be transformed and refocused as an expressed passion towards our beloved.
Meditation: Can I bring my angry impulses inward and allow them to fall into the arms of my
beloved instead of onto the ears of others?
Challenge: I can end the rushing with stillness, I can be filled with good passions in place of
angry impulses.

Next we have eritheia, translated as contentions.

Ambitions are of the flesh when done exclusively for money rather than for the fulfillment
of spiritual gifts. When you take your personal gifts, ambitions, and passions within and show them
all to Christ, you will be very pleased at how he not only blesses them, but amplifies them. This
notion has been so perverted by the doctrines of man which teach us that being driven to earn
money is excellent so long as some goes to the church in tithes or is given over to the "poor." This
couldn't be further from the desires of our Heavenly Father, who bestowed each one of us with gifts
and the genuine desire to give those gifts in service to others.
The modern workplace is filled with people who have yet to receive or acknowledge their
gifts, settling in exchange for a job that affords them a desired lifestyle. When we go within, we are
given treasures beyond anything in the earthly realm, which the Lord causes to rise up with strength
and power. You should turn to the Lord and lay out your passions and desires before him. He is
generous in amplifying your talents as you increase your spiritual efforts.
Meditation: Do I ultimately desire living a life which is fed through spiritual gifting from a
place of join effort (between me and God) rather than from my own selfish undertakings?
Challenge: I lay all my abilities and desires before you, Lord. Raise up those which glorify
you and infuse them with the light of my inheritance.

The next work of the flesh is an interesting one that I personally feel needs some additional
light shed upon it. Dichostasia, translated as dissension:

It is the ancient equivallent of a word me use often today:

We see that the word means "separate stance." We have all observed this playing out in the
churches of man, where there are over 41,000 different Christian denominations alone. Link to that
here: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Christian_denominations
Each denomination is certain that their doctrine is the only way to salvation, and that
everyone outside of that denomination is "separate". Religion comes from the Latin word
religionem meaning "respect for what is sacred." Unfortunately, the ways of man are evident in the
breaking apart of humanity by imagined divisions that do not exist anywhere that the "respect for
what is sacred" is truly practiced. While these works are easily observed outwardly by those who
know the Spirit, we must also seek out all causes of division within ourselves, looking always to
open our arms to things we once held out as separate. Part of making the eye single as Jesus told
us, is done by bringing the two eyes into ONE. Are you at odds with an idea, a person, or a pastpresent-future moment?
Mark 3:24 - If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.
Meditation: What divisions do I hold that stand between my unity with Christ? Can I just let
go?
Challenge: I ask the Lord to create within me a desire for unity where there was once
duality. I am whole and my eye is single.

Next we have hairesis, translated as factions. This goes into enforcing the last word we just
reviewed, clarifying once more that making division out of religious and philosphical differences is
a work of the flesh. Remember, the Spirit unites all of mankind, yet all works of the flesh divide it.
This is why our Lord told us to choose who our master will be.

I find it especially ironic that what the church called in times past "heresy" was precisely
what they were doing themselves when deeming another man a "heretic." Hairesis is best defined
(as above) "a strong opinion." By holding onto religious and philosophical opinions, we
automatically reject any works of unity the Lord seeks to accomplish within us. This work of the
flesh keeps us out of the kingdom.
Meditation: "Would I rather make my faith out of personal opinions rather than by the truth
that was written in my heart?"
Challenge: I freely surrender my opinions when I go into the inner sanctuary, and I ask the
Lord to transform my fleshly opinions into spiritual wisdom.

The next work of the flesh is phthonos translated as envy.

The best way to define this word is through it's root word: phtheiro, meaning decay. In the
spirit is is quite obvious when ill-feelings towards a person, place, or even a given moment cause
our quality of light to fade. In the flesh, however, it is common to "hold a grudge" for days and
sometimes years without being aware of this tendency. The more ill-will we carry, the more our
view of life becomes sour. This is the dust and the fingerprints that the Lord wants us to wipe
away...small displeasures that have accumulated into bitterness. While we may feel justified and
valid in our offenses towards other people or situations, the Lord teaches us that this prevents us
from finding the kingdom within. Remember that when you hold onto an unresolved spitefulness
you are only poisoning yourself. The Lord says we can drink poison and it will not harm us.
Mark 16:18 - They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them;
John 4:14 - But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the
water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.
Meditation: Is there any bitterness in my spirit, any good cause for the decay of my inner
temple?
Challenge: I know the poison lingering inside is made harmless as water when I turn it over to
the Lord in full surrender. I desire only to drink from the waters of everlasting life.

Next we have methe, translated as drunkenness:

A simple study on the word methe reveals that the actual meaning is: intoxication. While
this work is similar to pharmaokia, we are looking at something different. Intoxication can of
course come about by something we take into our bodies, whether a pill or beverage, even caffeine
has an intoxicating effect to some degree. However, we find the deeper meaning in things taken
into the spirit which cause intoxication (poisoning that initially feels like pleasure). We seek
intoxication when we lose track of the value of deep-abiding inner peace. We look for ways to
relieve our anxieties and grievances through entertainment, distraction, stirring up conflict, etc.
As an example, I don't know about you, but when I feel miserable it is nice to have someone
to be miserable with. In this way we actually fan the flames of discontent (poison) because for
awhile it feels pleasurable. If we dislike the government we enjoy watching videos on how evil it is
because it fulfills and upholds our reason to be miserable. If we dislike a group of people, we find
others who also dislike them to reinforce our feelings and provide us a sense of relief.
Meditation: Do I seek out intoxicating influences and actions instead of going deep within
where the Lord provides me with true relief?
Challenge: I find fulfillment within, drinking of the new wine, I am taken high in Spirit.

Now we see komos.

This goes on to further emphasize the road that flows on from methe. Now, not only are we
seeking intoxication, but we are taking our intoxication outside into the world, and gaining
fulfillment by outside sources. Keep in mind, all things to us are allowable, but not all things are
profitable to us when our primary desire is oneness with God. All things are allowable, but let no
"thing" be your master. It's so easy to let go of the desire to be out partying all weekend long when
you've had your first taste of being taken in the Spirit, where all needs are fulfilled in the perfect
time and perfect order.
A much deeper study can be done on the origins of this word, which are quite interesting. I am
reminded of dance clubs, raves, bar-hopping, etc...and yet this word is also connected to religious
ceremony itself as well as comedy. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Komos
Meditation: Is the outside world truly the only place I can turn to have a good time and
relieve my stress? Can I take a chance on going within for the feast which I ultimately desire?
Challenge: Ecstasy is within, accessible to me at anytime: I am aware of the source of my
delight and the location of my feast.

