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Introduction

”There are only 10 types of people in the world — those who understand

binary, those who don’t, and those who understand gray code”

— Geek

There are total of 101 hacks in this book that will help you build a strong

foundation in Linux. All the hacks in this book are explained with appropriate

Linux command examples that are easy to follow.

This book contains 12 chapters. Hacks mentioned in 6 chapters are based on

the articles that I’ve already posted on my blog. Hacks mentioned in rest of

the 6 chapters are brand new.



I’m Ramesh Natarajan, author of The Geek Stuff blog

and this eBook.

I have done intensive programming on several

languages and C is my favorite. I have done lot of work

on the infrastructure side including Linux system

administration, DBA, Networking, Hardware and

Storage (EMC).

I have also developed Password Dragon — free, easy and secure password

manager that runs on Windows, Linux and Mac.

If you have any feedback about this eBook, please use this contact form to

get in touch with me.



Copyright © 2009 – Ramesh Natarajan
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Foreword

Another collection of hacks? Yes! If you have just completed your first admin

course or looking for better ways to get the job done the "Linux 101 Hacks"

eBook is a good point to start. These useful tips are concise, well written and

easy to read.

Well done - I will recommend this eBook to my students.



--Prof. Dr. Fritz Mehner, FH Südwestfalen, Germany

(Author of several Vim plugins, including bash-support vim plugin)



Version

Version



Date



Revisions



1.0



12-Feb-2009



First Edition



Download the latest version of the book here.
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Chapter 1: Powerful CD Command Hacks

cd is one of the most frequently used commands during a UNIX session. The 6

cd command hacks mentioned in this chapter will boost your productivity

instantly and make it easier to navigate the directory structure from

command line.



Hack 1. Use CDPATH to define the base directory for

cd command

If you are frequently performing cd to subdirectories of a specific parent

directory, you can set the CDPATH to the parent directory and perform cd to

the subdirectories without giving the parent directory path as explained

below.

[ramesh@dev-db ~]# pwd

/home/ramesh

[ramesh@dev-db ~]# cd mail

-bash: cd: mail: No such file or directory

[Note: This is looking for mail directory under current

directory]

[ramesh@dev-db ~]# export CDPATH=/etc

[ramesh@dev-db ~]# cd mail

/etc/mail

[Note: This is looking for mail under /etc and not

under current directory]

[ramesh@dev-db /etc/mail]# pwd

/etc/mail

To make this change permanent, add export CDPATH=/etc to your

~/.bash_profile
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