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35 years ago, in & town built with their own hands far away from the country of their birth,
909 people died in what was then the biggest loss of American civilian life in recorded history.

They belonged to PEOPLES TEMPLE.

§
The deaths, a1l but two caused by cyanide poisoning, were reported as a mass suicide. Peoples

Temple became known as the CULT OF DEATH. Why they killed themselves has been the subject
of much debate ever since. )

JIM JONES, their leader, heard in a recording of the community's final moments, said it was
an act of REVOLUTIONARY SUICIDE.

It was not revolutionary.

It was not suicide.
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BOOK HAS BEEN
OPPRESSING BLACK
PEOPLE SINCE
TIME BEGAN.

Peoples Temple began
as a small church
in Indianapolis and
by 19%%7 had moved to
San Fransisco and
claimed to have nearly
TWENTY THOUSAND
members.

Eighty to ninety per cent F

B/ hostility for his progressive
views on race and, most of

of the congregation were
J AFRICAN AMERICAN. Jones
encountered a lot of

all, RACIAL INTERGRATION
in the church.

The church ran
a8 drug and c;slowéflAPNY
legal aid YOus
' programme, fed L/Q”TN/;VG
HIT MET

|} the homeless,

—and engaged in
—al 4 many charit~-

-4 able works.

s i YOU'RE GONNA

HELP YOURSELVES
OR YOUWLL GET
5B - NO HELP.
3 = ( iy A=
NoBopvy's
equNA C?IME ouTt
OF THE 5KY/! THERE'S 8
WHAT You
NO LEAVEN UP NEEP TO BELIEVE
IN 15 wHAT YOU
.
F
WELL HAVE
TO MAKE HEAVEN

- POWN WERE/!
m’ "'2‘:-'(

IF YOu
SEE ME AS YOUR
FRIENP, T'LL BE
YOUR FRIEND,

IF You
SEE ME AS YOUR

GOPF.. T\ BE
YOuUR GOP.
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Services were held two to four nights a week, often going on until dawn. ljembers were
encouraged to sell their possessions, even their homes, aid give EVERYTHING to the church.

Ritual HUMILIATIONS and BEATINGS became commonplace and Jones, increasingly dependent

on mood-altering drugs, became more and more pre~occupied with the idea that GOVERNMENT
AGENCIES were conspiring to infiltrate and DESTROY Peoples Tempile.
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e ,//When New West ilagazine convinced former members
to speak out against Jones in 1977, he brought forward
his plans to move the community to a new home

_in Guyana, South America. . .&, pwd o fisdiie 2 G
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=< Within two months, W
<& thousand people = Peoples

11 Jonestown]

Temple, though
it began 1life as
a church, {inally
achieved Jones's goal
of becoming & self-
sustaining, SOCIALIST
community apart from the

United States.
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Christianity was

When CONGRESSMAN LEO RYAN recieved —
reports of human rights violations from
relatives of people at Jonestown, he began an
official INVESTIGATION despite the Department
of State's efforts to prevent it.

Congressman Ryan decided to inspect Jonestown
himself, ignoring LEGAL THREATS and PETITIONS
from Peoples Temple. He, along with journalists
and concerned relatives, flew to Guyana and
there interviewed Jones and his followers.

When & significant number of p-eople-
begged for help to ESCAPE, the situation
pecame cleaTe

Jim Jones's paradise was a paradise'A
built for one, his Socialist rhetoric
8 pretext for SLAVERY.

Deprived of FOOD, SLEEP, PRIVACY, and

means of ESCAPE, having given all of their Lo e

1d1 ions to Peoples Temple, th Lol
worldly possessions to Peoples Temple, the 18th, 1978, & few
people always did

as they were told. members

MURDERED
the congressman
and
four others

They had discommunicated themselves from
their FAMILIES g they were told.

AS
THEY
WERE TOLD.

They had rehearsed RITUAL SUICIDE
as they were told.
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NO-ONE TAKES
MY LIFE FROM ME/
T LAY MY LIFE

WHAT'S
GOING ON,

WE"JVEO
BEEN 5
175 JUsST

A MEETING. v, BETRAYED,
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November 18th, 19%8.
L P VALY

WE HAVE
BEEN SO TERRIBLY
BETRAYED.

IF THE
CHILPREN ARE
LEFT, THEYRE
GOING TO BE

TAKE TW 7~
POTION ANP WE ARE NOT X
STEP oVER cOMMITTING SU//c/PE.

NSQUETLY_4 TS A REVOLUTIONARY ) |
ACT. <

CAN'T LWVE N
PEACE, LET'S PJ/E
IN PEACE.

i

MY OPINION
IS THAT WE BE
4, KINP To THE

@ CHI-PREN ANP BE

)‘ KINPTO THE
VAR~
\

SENIORS.

THEYLL
PARACUUTE oUT
OF THE AIR. THEY/LL
54007 oUR BABIES.
T PON'T WANT
TO SEE THIS.

PEACE, PEACE,
PEACE.

IFwE

GIVE THEM ouR
CHILPREN, THEY'LL-
SUFFER rOREVER,

1 TRIED
50 VERY, VERY
HARPD.

WHO WANTS

2
EVERYBODY o T0 GO WITH THEIR
S HOLP IT. SIT TS ALL CHILD HAS A RIGUT
PowN RIGHT OVER HASTEN To GO WITH
HERE! witTH THE THEIR CHIL-D.

T THINK
IT'S HUMANE,

YOU'LL UAVE
NO PROBLEMS
WITH THIS THING
IF YOU JUST
RELAX.




PIE
WITH A
PEGREE OF
PleNITY!

o/
NO, PLEASE.
No.

TUERE'S
NOTHING To

=~ IT's JusT
STEPPING OVER Y
To THE OTuER /

I L-OVE YOu. 1 LOVE
YOu. T LOVE YOU.

I LoVE vyOu.
PLEASE.

MOTHER,
MOTHER,
MOTHER
PLEEASE,
MOTHER. |
PON'T
PO
THS,

PoWN
Your
LiFE With
your
CullP, sut

ApulL-Ts,
APULTS, APULTS,
FREE sTop THIS
AT LAST. NONSENSE. PONI'T

FAlL TO rOLL.OW
MY APVICE oR
YOU'LL BE

)

We
UskEp To
SinG.

WE USEP To 5ING, "THIs WORLD, t1is worlp 15 NOT
Our HOME WELL T sURE 1SN'T, We LAIP IT PowN, We
GOT TIRED. WE COMMITTED AN ACT OF REVOLLUTIONARY
SU/CIPE Pro

INHUMANE
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Surrounded by a.x:m\ed Lo-///é
guards, the people of

‘Jonestown were given' -

: two choices... ‘.,
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. They would drink the \
/i:ya.nide or they would be

‘forced to. SUICIDE or DEATH.
‘More, of a choice than the
'defc;ctors and Leo Ryan were

Egiven at the airstrip.

WIS,
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909 PEOPLE died in Jonestown:
that day. Only two, Jones and .
his personal nurse, who took
a bullet to the head each,
did not die ftom\\
/ cyanide poisoning.

’f’: How do we know that the
L~ 907 others did not s/im'pl‘y,\;
.~ DECIDE S

=

TS

304 of these people
were CHILDREN.

il

150 of the
\ children weré,

Wiy

thing that will kill them
is ALSO
murder.

Children do not decide to kill themselves.
They do as they' re told or they' re
IMURDERED. Teliling a child to drink some-

/ physical and mental ABUSE.

Were the adults at any
more of an advantage?
They were SEVERELY
sleep deprived, malnourished,
and had suffered extreme

And their only source of

INFORMATION

was the man
who wanted all of them to
die with him.

(SRS

secretly . stock—piling

poison for months...

More effectively than lies
or threats, Jones used the
children.

They were murdered
FIRST. Jones
knew that
many parents
would lose
the will -
to fight, &
to LIVE, g

Of course, this is not the full story of what happened at Jonestown. There are more questions
than answers. The crime scene was mishandled, the bodies were 1left to rot in the sun, the
autopsies were botched, death tolls varied wildly in the first reports, there are mysteries
surrounding Jones's past, and U.5. intelligence officers were involved where they shouldn' t

have been.

Nothing should be taken at face value.
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Or whether the U.S. %
Whether Jones was a C.LA. government slaughtered
But whether Jim Jones had a operative continuing the now- Peoples Temple as part of
BODY DOUBLE who died in hJS PUleC IVI-L_;- Ul Ta IVHND their well—known efforts to
place at Jonestown. . . CONTROL €xperimenyg, ELIMINATE subversive

;. . b years have passed and this is likely all

mswm  the evidence we will ever get. The government
is happy with the answer they already have and

the mass media CANNOT be trusted to look for
ames  gnother, more damaging one. It is unlikely reports

of the day were entirely informed, entirely

honest, or entirely well-intentioned, but there is

X NOTHING more to go on.

NOBOPY JOINS

A CULT. NOBOPY JYOINS

SOMETHING TUEY THINK

15 6OING TO Hi/kT
THEM.

YOU VOIN A
RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATION.
YOu JOIN A POLITICAL
MOVEMENT,

One thing that cannot be disputed, though, is the
intentions of the innocent victims. They jJoined

!;‘ﬁ Peoples Temple to do something shout the injustice Deborah Layton

: they saw in the world. A Jonestown WITHOUT Jim TorHeT TEnher of Peoples Temple

Jones would have been & very different place R e il
- with a very different result.
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LIKE.
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These people were misied, abused, and MURDERED.

They are dead and their deaths can tell us nothing more.
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llore important is their LIVES.

What made a THOUSAND PEOPLE filee
capitalist, patriarchal, white~run
America to make & new home in
the jungle?

3

A society that DECIMATES

i m distant civilisations

— s -
_..ﬂ without provocation...

!' 4 = ’\/T/\’W ey
That IGNORES and VICTIMISES «
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"A society where the Tich =N\

ethnic minorities, abandoning them ety S get richer and the WORKERS- -
when they are at their most vulnerable... e 1ose thelr homes, the]TW
_‘g \’%; ;‘ \:;;\’ _;E%}ﬁ o Jobs, thelr FREEDOM...
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. These one thousand people hated their society so much they couldn't bear to be a part
of it. Hundreds were murdered. Hundreds killed themselves because they thought-they would
be slaughtered if they didn' t. Hundreds followed their murdered children into death. The rest

did it because they understood that their new life in the jungle, their new indpendence,

® was &t an end. x . ‘ =
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. ey pl vy —rHOﬂ: WI—(D D‘ovuof V.. Thtin Lt~ (R s 2 R R OO s ] el > E e Lz B GELE (
| Rememeze < ot ! T/
H . ARE COI\/D&:_‘W% ‘f‘ The dead were neither stupid nor cowardly. They had the l
. {l To rePeAT 1T |
| P e i ’E,”‘f,\ ah || courage to change their lives, and then they became yrcrri ,
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7) mind, unafrald of the armed guards and
~Gnconvinced by Jim Jones's lies of tortures to come ~ i
o SR ¢ eiTEe - - |
7J" | “The precious few who could actually make 8 DECI‘SION'?
LL\LQ_”/ Ay 1 Nilases L

, They DIED because they

N i (
=l And the few adults who were clear of /
I

N THE END.
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