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WHAT IS MAN?

Ps. 8:3 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the

stars, which you have set in place,

Ps. 8:4 what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?

While I studied Biology in secondary school, I got to understand that mankind belongs

to the animal kingdom. This means that mankind is just an animal. We were taught that

the difference between mankind and other animals is the size and complexity of the

brain.

Ec. 3:18 I also thought, “As for men, God tests them so that they may see that they are

like the animals.

Ec. 3:19 Man’s fate is like that of the animals; the same fate awaits them both: As one

dies, so dies the other. All have the same breath; [Or spirit] man has no advantage

over the animal.

Everything is meaningless.

Ec. 3:20 All go to the same place; all come from dust, and to dust all return.

Ec. 3:21 Who knows if the spirit of man rises upward and if the spirit of the animal [Or

Who knows the spirit of man, which rises upward, or the spirit of the animal, which]

goes down into the earth?”

Science is only concerned about the physical world; it doesn’t know about metaphysical

things. There is a strong indication that there is a metaphysical side of mankind. The

Bible, in Ecclesiastes 3:21 quoted above, says that even other animals also have

metaphysical side.

2Co. 5:1 Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a

building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands.

2Co. 5:2 Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling,

2Co. 5:3 because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked.

2Co. 5:4 For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not

wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is

mortal may be swallowed up by life.

In the Old Testament, the Psalmist (Ps 8) asks, “What is man?” In the New Testament,

we see a revelation of mankind. The physical side of man is actually just an earthly tent

in which the metaphysical or inner man dwells. The outer or physical man is a

temporary house for the inner or metaphysical man. We know so much about the

physical side of man; what is the metaphysical side like?

Ge. 2:7 The LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into

his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.
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When God created mankind, He first of all formed the outer or physical side of man,

and then breathed in the metaphysical side of man. The physical body of man is made

up of physical elements of the earth, while the metaphysical man was hewn out of God

Himself. When God created mankind, the metaphysical or inner man was a newborn

son of God.

Let me try to explain the sonship of God of the inner man. There are some organisms

that if a small part of the full-grown organism is cut off and placed in a conducive

environment, the small part will develop into a full organism. An example is cutting off a

piece of stem from cassava plant and sowing it properly into a good soil with adequate

moisture; a full cassava plant will develop from it. It is in this way that God hews out a

part of Himself and puts it in an earthly house (physical man), with the intention that

the part of God will grow into a mature god. So, God made the inner man to be able to

develop and become like God.



The Fall of the Inner Man

Ge. 2:8 Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put

the man he had formed.

Ge. 2:9 And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground — trees that

were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree

of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

Ge. 2:16 And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in

the garden;

Ge. 2:17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for

when you eat of it you will surely die.”

In the Garden of Eden, there were all kinds of trees that God provided to cater for the

needs of the physical man. But only two trees were there for the inner man—the tree of

life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Since the inner man is

metaphysical, the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil are

obviously metaphysical. God warned mankind that feeding the inner man from the tree

of the knowledge of good and evil would harm the inner man so that it cannot develop

and become like God.

The tree of life is God, while the tree of the knowledge of good and evil is Satan.

Archangel Lucifer used to be full of good, with no evil. But at some point in time, sin

entered Lucifer, so that both good and evil began to dwell in him. How did sin enter

Lucifer? I have a reason to believe that it had to do with the creation of man. When

God made the inner man to have the potential to grow, a property that no other

creation of God has, Lucifer apparently was knowledgeable enough to know that it

means that mankind could become as great as God Himself. This means that mankind

could become greater than Lucifer. Jealousy immediately set in, which is sin.
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Ge. 3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God

had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree

in the garden’?”

Ge. 3:2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,

Ge. 3:3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of

the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”

Ge. 3:4 “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman.

Ge. 3:5 “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will

be like God, knowing good and evil.”

Satan would not allow mankind to develop and become like God. So, he swung into

action. He knew that it was easier to attack mankind through Eve, so he threw her a lie

and she bought it. Notice that the lie is connected with mankind becoming like God.

Jn. 8:44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s

desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no

truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father

of lies.

Satan murdered the inner man by telling a lie. By accepting and acting on the word of

Satan, mankind ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Death of the inner

man followed immediately; it could never grow to become like God again. That was the

fall of man. The death that we are talking about here does not mean that the inner man

stopped existing; rather it means that the inner man became alienated to God, the

source of its life. Some human beings could still develop their inner beings along the

line of Satan and become great witches and wizards.



Reconciliation to God

He. 10:5 Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: “Sacrifice and offering

you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me.”

When it was time for God to reconcile man to Himself, He prepared a human body in

the womb of Virgin Mary and put a new metaphysical man into the new body. The new

metaphysical man was hewed out of God. A new son of God came into being. Since the

new son of God started life as a foetus in the womb of Virgin Mary, he was born and

grew up like every descendant of Adam.

Mt. 3:16 As soon as Jesus was baptised, he went up out of the water. At that moment

heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting

on him.

Mt. 3:17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am

well pleased.”

Mt. 4:1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil.
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Mt. 4:2 After fasting for forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.

Mt. 4:3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones

to become bread.”

Mt. 4:4 Jesus answered, “It is written: `Man does not live on bread alone, but on every

word that comes from the mouth of God.’”

Mt. 4:5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point

of the temple.

Mt. 4:6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:

“`He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands,

so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’“

Mt. 4:7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: `Do not put the Lord your God to the

test.’“

Mt. 4:8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the

kingdoms of the world and their splendour.

Mt. 4:9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”

Mt. 4:10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: `Worship the Lord

your God, and serve him only.’“

Mt. 4:11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.

As soon as Jesus went out of the water of the River Jordan, where He was baptized by

John the Baptist, God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and declared Him to be His

Son. Jesus was then driven into the desert, where He communed with God for forty

days. When the forty days were over, Satan was allowed to tempt Him, just as Adam

and Eve were tempted. If Jesus received and acted on Satan’s word, His inner man

would immediately be alienated from God, just as it happened to Adam and his

descendants. Fortunately, Jesus rebuffed every lie that Satan threw at Him. Thereafter,

angels came and attended to Him. Angels attending to a man usually means anointing

the man with divine power.

Ph. 2:5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:

Ph. 2:6 Who, being in very nature [Or in the form of] God, did not consider equality

with God something to be grasped,

Ph. 2:7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in

human likeness.

Ph. 2:8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became

obedient to death — even death on a cross!

Ph. 2:9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is

above every name.

Jesus Christ humbled Himself and became obedient to God even to death. He died as a

sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the fallen mankind. His sacrificial death reconciled

the fallen mankind to God. Because Jesus laid down His life for the fallen mankind, God

bequeathed a great amount of divine essence to Him, so that Jesus is now like God.
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Growing the Metaphysical Man

Mk. 16:15 He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all

creation.

Mk. 16:16 Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved, but whoever does not

believe will be condemned.

The good news (or gospel) of Jesus Christ is that God reconciled the fallen mankind to

Himself through the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ. We must not forget that the inner

man became alienated from God due to Adam and Eve believing Satan’s word and

thereby acting in accordance with the word. In a similar manner, when we believe the

gospel and act on it, the inner man is reconciled to God.

1Co. 10:1 For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers, that our

forefathers were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea.

1Co. 10:2 They were all baptised into Moses in the cloud and in the sea.

1Co. 10:3 They all ate the same spiritual food

1Co. 10:4 and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that

accompanied them, and that rock was Christ.

1Co. 10:5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were

scattered over the desert.

1Co. 10:6 Now these things occurred as examples [Or types; also in verse 11] to keep

us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did.

1Co. 10:11 These things happened to them as examples and were written down as

warnings for us, on whom the fulfilment of the ages has come.

The movement of Israelites from Egypt to the Promised Land was an illustration of what

it takes for a descendant of Adam to rise up to divinity (being exactly like God). They

were like every other person in Egypt (the world) until they crossed the Red Sea; the

Red Sea was a great separation between the Egyptians and the people of God. We

know that before crossing the Red Sea, they had stayed under the cover of the blood of

the Passover Lamb. But if they hadn’t moved from the compound where the blood of

the Passover Lamb protected them to cross the Red Sea, they would have remained in

Egypt. As we saw above, the gospel of Jesus Christ is that the blood of Jesus Christ

(our Passover Lamb) has reconciled mankind to God. Many preachers say that once a

person believes that Jesus has died for us, the person is saved. But Jesus, in Mk 16:16,

says that whoever believes should be baptized.

Ac. 2:38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Peter did the first preaching of the gospel in the Church age. He concluded his message

by calling on his hearers to repent and be baptized into the name of Jesus Christ and

follow it up with receiving the Holy Spirit. Any person who wants to be baptized into the
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name of Jesus Christ today should find a suitable minister of the gospel and tell him

about the desire to be baptized into the name of Jesus Christ.

Lk. 11:13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your

children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who

ask him!”

Ac. 1:4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command:

“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have

heard me speak about.

Ac. 1:5 For John baptised with [Or in] water, but in a few days you will be baptised with

the Holy Spirit.”

Ac. 1:14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary

the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.

Ac. 19:5 On hearing this, they were baptised into [Or in] the name of the Lord Jesus.

Ac. 19:6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they

spoke in tongues [Or other languages] and prophesied.

In order to receive the Holy Spirit, one has to pray to God for it. However, a person can

also receive the Holy Spirit through a much anointed Christian placing hand on him/her.

When a person receives the Holy Spirit, the inner man becomes alive unto God. But the

inner man is still a baby; the person is born again. The born-again inner man needs to

be fed with spiritual food and spiritual drink so that it could grow up to become like

God. It is common to hear people say that a person who is newly born again should

frequently attend church fellowships so that s/he could grow in the spirit. Unfortunately,

the inner man does not feed on church sermons. The sermons only feed the mind (the

brain). However, feeding the mind is important because, since the fall of man, man has

been ruled by the outer being and the mind is the controller of the outer being. It is the

outer being that must choose that the inner being has to be fed. How is the inner man

fed?

Ac. 10:37 You know what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after

the baptism that John preached —

Ac. 10:38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how

he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil,

because God was with him.

Ep. 3:14 For this reason I kneel before the Father,

Ep. 3:15 from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name.

Ep. 3:16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power

through his Spirit in your inner being,

Ep. 3:17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.
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God is the only one who can feed the inner being. That is why the inner man could not

grow in divinity after the fall of man separated man from God. While Israelites went

through the desert enroute the Promised Land, God fed them with manna (spiritual

food) and gave them water from the rock (spiritual drink). Going by Acts 10:38 quoted

above, I think that spiritual drink (living water) is the Holy Spirit, while spiritual food is

divine power. Both are obtained from God through prayer. In Eph 3:16 we see that

someone can pray for another person to receive the Holy Spirit and power. Personally,

any time I pray for God to feed my inner being, I also pray for God to also feed

members of my family.

In order for God to be feeding our inner beings, we must be living righteously, because

He is a holy spirit. As we grow inwardly, it becomes easier for us to live righteously

because we can overcome sins in our lives though the Holy Spirit that God gives us.



End Time Tribulations

He. 2:10 In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through

whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through

suffering.

Just like God made Jesus perfect through suffering, in order to bring many sons to glory

during the end time, it is very necessary that God also exposes them to suffering.

Suffering is always necessary for any human being to reach perfection. God has already

demonstrated with Adam and Eve that if a human being is raised in an environment

devoid of difficulties, that human being can never grow in the inner being.

Ex. 13:17 When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them on the road through

the Philistine country, though that was shorter. For God said, “If they face war, they

might change their minds and return to Egypt.”

Ex. 13:18 So God led the people around by the desert road towards the Red Sea. The

Israelites went up out of Egypt armed for battle.

Many Christians talk about pre-trib rapture. Unfortunately, they are not aware that if an

undeveloped (and so weak) metaphysical man should attempt to ascend to heaven to

become like God, Satan’s forces could overpower them on the way. In the movement of

Israelites to the Promised Land, which was a type of end time, God knew that there

was a short cut from Egypt to the Promised Land, which would have got them to Gaza

in a very short time. But God put the Israelites through a long desert route. The long

and tortuous route was necessary in order for the metaphysical man to grow, because

God works with the metaphysical man and not with flesh and blood. So, even though

pre-trib rapture looks so convenient to Christians, it is actually not tenable.
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Mt. 25:1 “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their

lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.

Mt. 25:2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise.

Mt. 25:3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them.

Mt. 25:4 The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps.

Mt. 25:5 The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and

fell asleep.

Mt. 25:6 “At midnight the cry rang out: `Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet

him!’

The setting of the Parable of the ten virgins is in the night (end-time tribulations). The

wise virgins purchased oil jars. The foolish virgins never considered it necessary to pay

the price and acquire oil jars. They were just doing church in the flesh; they did not

think it wise to build up the metaphysical man. In the middle of the night (midtribulation rapture!) the first angel blows the rapture trumpet (Revelation 8:7). Those

who possess sufficiently developed inner being ascend to the clouds and meet Jesus

Christ. Born-agains with undeveloped inner being remain on earth to experience the

horrors of the second half of end- time tribulations.

Lk. 21:36 Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is

about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.”

The watchmen have already discovered that 23rd September, 2017 is the middle of endtime tribulations. The start of end-time tribulations is Passover 2014.

http://www.nairaland.com/1447777/apocalyptic-end-time-begins

Make sure that you have been baptized into Jesus Christ by water and by the Holy

Spirit. Then begin to grow your metaphysical man through prayer. That is the only way

you could participate in the rapture.
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