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The official newsletter of Corey J. Beitler Aviation Photography!

Feature Story: US Military Teams Ready For 2014 Airshow Season

The 2014 airshow season is

just around the corner with

the first airshows in Florida

and California just a few

weeks away. The 2014 season will also mark the return

of United States military aircraft to the airshow scene.

The United States Navy Blue

Angels and the United States

Air Force Thunderbirds both

lost their entire airshow seasons in 2013 due to the automatic budget cuts known

as the sequester. For 2014,

the Department of Defense

has reinstated both teams to

flying status.

The Blue Angels have been

practicing for the upcoming
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season at their winter base in

El Centro, California. During

the winter training sessions,

the team practices all the

maneuvers that will become

part of the thrilling airshow

routine fans see at airshows

during the summer months.

In addition to practicing formations and flight maneuvers, the team also reviews

safety and emergency procedures to ensure the airshow

season is carried out safely.

The United States Air Force

Thunderbirds are carrying out

a similar training program at

their home, Nellis Air Force

Base, in Las Vegas, Nevada.



The United States Navy “Blue Angels” Flight Demonstration

Team will be returning to the skies at airshows in the United

States in 2014. In this photo, the Blue Angels perform at the

airshow held at Joint Base Andrews during the 2012 season.



Continued on Page 2



Quick Look: McDonnell Douglas MD-83

The MD-83 is a short to

medium range twin-jet

aircraft. The MD-83

was an improved version of the popular MD80. Improvements included airframe

strengthening, more

powerful engines and

increased fuel capacity. The aircraft can typically carry 155 passengers. The MD-83 has

been used by several

different airliners over

the course of its life.

This Allegiant Air MD83 is landing at the

Lehigh Valley International Airport.
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Military Teams Ready For 2014 Airshow Season (Continued From Page 1)

The Blue Angels will begin their 2014 season by holding their

appreciation airshow at El Centro on March 15th. This airshow

is held as a “thank you” to the El Centro facility and community

for hosting the team during their winter training program. During the normal airshow season, the Blue Angels transition to

their normal home base, Naval Air Station Pensacola in Florida.

In 2014, the Blue Angels will visit and hold airshow demonstrations at 36 locations throughout the United States.

The Thunderbirds have already begun their airshow season

with a special appearance. The Thunderbirds flew over the

Daytona 500 during pre-race festivities in February. They also

conducted another pre-race flyover during the NASCAR event

at the Las Vegas Speedway on March 9. Their first official airshow demonstration will take place on March 15 &amp; 16 when

they perform at Luke Air Force Base in Arizona. Throughout the

2014 season, the Thunderbirds will perform 66 demonstrations at 34 different locations throughout the United States.

In addition to the Thunderbirds and the Blue Angels, other military airshow programs will be returning for the 2014 airshow

season. The United States Air Force has confirmed that the

Lockheed Martin F-22 Raptor will be performing demonstrations at approximately 20 airshows during the 2014 airshow



season. In addition to the flight demonstrations, the USAF

has confirmed that the F-22 will be performing in the Heritage Flight Program at select airshows. This always popular

program pairs modern jet fighters such as the F-22 Raptor

with a historical aircraft such as a World War II era P-51

Mustang. The USAF also announced that Air Combat Command will send the Lockheed Martin F-16 Fighting Falcon

jet fighter to support the Heritage Flight program at some

airshows in 2014.

The United States Marine Corps has also committed to the

2014 airshow season. The Marines have announced that

the McDonnell Douglas AV-8B Harrier II ground attack and

close support jet and the Boeing MV-22 Osprey tilt-rotor

transport aircraft will be performing a limited number of

flight demonstrations at airshows in the United States in

2014.

Finally, the United States Army Golden Knights and the

United States Navy Leap Frogs parachute teams have also

been reinstated for the 2014 airshow season. Both teams

are currently planning their airshow schedules for the upcoming season.



The United States Air Force Thunderbirds will also return to the skies at airshows in the United States in 2014. In this photograph, the F-16 Fighting Falcons flown by the team are parked at the McGuire Air Force base during the 2012 airshow.
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Returning To United States Airshows In 2014 Photo Gallery



The always impressive United States Army Golden Knights Parachute Team will return to airshows in 2014. The Golden Knights

demonstrate the flight capabilities of modern parachutes including formation flying.



The United States Marine Corps will be demonstrating the

McDonnell Douglas AV-8B Harrier II ground attack jet at select

airshows in 2014. The Harrier is always a crowd favorite.



The United States Air Force will return the Lockheed Martin F-22

Raptor to airshow skies in 2014. The Raptor is one of the most

advanced fighter aircraft in the world. The advanced computer

systems in the F-22 allow it to perform amazing maneuvers.



The Marine Corps will also demonstrate the MV-22 Osprey tiltrotor transport aircraft at airshows in 2014. The unique tilt-rotor

system of the MV-22 allows it to fly in either a helicopter or aircraft configuration and makes it suitable for a variety of uses.



The United States Air Force in collaboration with Air Combat

Command will also support the Heritage Flight program in 2014.

The Heritage Flight program pairs modern warplanes from the

USAF with historical military aircraft owned by civilians.



The United States Air Force will also send the F-16 Fighting Falcon multirole fighter to select airshows in 2014. The F-16 will be

at the airshows to support and fly with the aircraft in the Heritage

Flight program.
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Winter Spotting At ABE Photo Gallery



An Allegiant Air McDonnell Douglas MD-83 comes in for a landing at Lehigh Valley International Airport. The aircraft was arriving from Punta Gorda, FL. The special “Blue Man Group” livery

appears on two Allegiant Air MD-83’s.



A Bombardier DeHavilland Dash 8 arrives from Philadelphia at

ABE. The Dash 8’s operated by U.S. Airways Express arrive at the

airport several times daily from Philadelphia.



A Piper PA-28 Cherokee comes in for a landing at Lehigh Valley

International Airport. This PA-28 is owned by ACE Pilot Training

and is flown by the student pilots at ABE. The PA-28 is popular

training aircraft with flight schools all over the United States.



A Mooney M-20C comes in for a landing at Lehigh Valley International Airport. This particular Mooney is used for flight training at

the airport and can be frequently seen in the ABE traffic pattern.



A U.S. Airways Express Canadair CRJ-200 arrives at Lehigh Valley

International Airport from Charlotte, NC. The Charlotte flight is

another popular flight with passengers at the airport.



A United Express Embraer ERJ-145 arrives at Lehigh Valley International Airport from Chicago. The Lehigh Valley-Chicago flight

operates several times daily and is one of the most popular

routes at ABE.
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Winter Spotting At ABE Photo Gallery



In gray winter skies, an Allegiant Air McDonnell Douglas MD-83

departs the Lehigh Valley International Airport. The aircraft was

headed to Orlando, FL. Moments after this photo was taken, a

snow squall opened up over the airport.



A U.S. Airways Express DeHavilland Dash 8 departs the Lehigh

Valley International Airport bound for Philadelphia. This short

flight is designed to connect Lehigh Valley passengers with more

destinations at the larger airport in Philadelphia.



A Cessna 152 takes to the sky in clear but cold conditions at the

Lehigh Valley International Airport. The 152 is a popular flight

training aircraft and several can often be seen engaged in this

role at the airport. This particular 152 is a frequent visitor.



In deteriorating winter conditions, a Delta Connection Canadair

CRJ-600 departs the Lehigh Valley International Airport for Detroit, MI. The Detroit route was hit hard by the winter weather

and many of the flights on this route were cancelled by Delta.



A Cessna 177 Cardinal departs the Lehigh Valley International

Airport. The Cardinal was intended replace the 172 Skyhawk in

the Cessna lineup. This Cardinal is one of the later models and

features retractable landing gear.



The St. Luke’s of Bethlehem Med-Evac helicopter flies over the

Lehigh Valley International Airport after being dispatched to the

scene of an automobile accident. The Eurocopter EC-135 medical helicopter is operated by Penn Star.
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Aviation Opinion: A-10 Thunderbolt II Needs To Stay In USAF Inventory

cal systems. The aircraft was also designed to be easy to service and maintain. Most repairs can be done in battlefield conditions and in an unusual

feature, most parts of the aircraft are

interchangeable between the right and

left sides. The short takeoff and landing capability of the A-10 also means

the aircraft can takeoff from damaged

airstrips and even highways in an emerFor aviation enthusiasts and military

gency combat situation.

commanders, the A-10 is a beloved aircraft. The aircraft was designed in the Although never taking part in the war

Cold War era and was the only aircraft against Soviet forces for which it was

specifically developed to attack ground designed, the A-10 has provided inforces. In theory the plan would have credible service. The A-10 proved to be

been for the A-10 to be used to attack a formidable close support aircraft durSoviet tanks and troop concentrations in ing the 1991 Gulf War and in later crisis situations in the Balkans. In recent

areas of limited air defenses.

years, the A-10 has also been used

The A-10 was also designed around one

successfully as a close support aircraft

of the most powerful guns ever mounted

in Afghanistan, Iraq and Libya.

on an aircraft, the GAU-8 Avenger 30mm

rotary cannon. This gun was specifically The USAF has two arguments for retirdesigned to pierce the armor of enemy ing the A-10 from active service. The

tanks. The A-10 can also carry a variety first is that the A-10 is no longer needof bombs and missiles to attack ground ed as a close support aircraft. The

USAF contends that the F-16 Falcon,

targets.

unmanned drones and the upcoming

Perhaps the biggest attribute of the A-10

Lockheed Martin F-35 Lightning II can

was that it had been designed for survivdo the job that the A-10 does. In this

ability. The aircraft featured numerous

argument, the USAF also contends the

backup systems and over 1,000 pounds

A-10 is vulnerable to enemy air threats

of armor protection for the pilot and critiOn February 24th, the Department of

Defense and United States Air Force

announced plans for defense cutbacks

that include the retirement of the

Fairchild A-10 Thunderbolt II attack jet.

Despite the fact that the announcement

is only a few days old, the plan has already received significant criticism from

several members of Congress.



due to its slow speed, large size and low

altitude operating environment. The other argument for the retirement of the A10 is costs. The USAF contends that due

to the current financial situation in the

Department of Defense, the service can

no longer support a single mission aircraft such as the A-10.

The USAF argument has some truth, but

there are also some serious problems

with it. Although the A-10 mission can

be taken on by other aircraft, the one

aircraft being counted on to do a lot of

that work, the F-35 Lightning II, is nowhere near ready for active service. In

fact, recent problems with the F-35 have

further delayed the program and raised

costs. In fact, many experts doubt the

high-tech F-35 can fulfill the mission the

A-10 has done with the same success.

The argument to use unmanned drones

is also suspect. Though the unmanned

drones have longer endurance, they

cannot carry the weapon load of the A10. Many ground commanders worry

that unmanned drones would be unable

to support ground forces effectively with

the relatively small loads of bombs and

missiles they carry.

Continued on Page 7



The unique profile of the A-10 Thunderbolt is captured in this ground shot taken in 2011. The unique location of the engines is designed

to protect them from debris on unapproved runways and lower their heat signature on enemy weapon and radar systems.
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A-10 Thunderbolt II Needs To Stay In USAF (Continued From Page 6)

The USAF argument about costs is troublesome as well. The A10 has undergone costly update programs in recent years to

keep make it more effective against modern threats. If the A10 was nearing retirement, the money should not have been

spent on this update program. Until very recently, the USAF

was planning to keep the A-10 flying until 2028. Retiring the

aircraft now would basically mean that the update program

was more wasteful spending on the part of the USAF.



24 July 2013, a pair of A-10s flew over a friendly 12vehicle convoy that had been ambushed and were under

heavy enemy fire. Three soldiers were wounded, and the A10’s were called in to protect evacuation efforts. Through

coordination with ground forces, the A-10’s were able to

make an attack on the enemy forces that were threatening

the convoy. When the enemy forces continued to engage

the convoy, preventing medical helicopter evacuation of

the wounded, the A-10s provided intense cover fire to support the convoy and drive off the enemy forces. This serious engagement was typical of close support missions the

A-10 was designed for and excels at. Had A-10’s not been

available, the outcome of this engagement may have been

very different.



Unfortunately, the USAF argument does not take into account

the incredible combat record the A-10 has established as a

ground attack aircraft. The A-10 is a simple and effective combat aircraft that ground forces count on for close air support.

During the 1991 Gulf War, the A-10 units maintained a sortie

rate of over 95% and flew over 8,000 combat sorties for the

loss of four aircraft. In the more recent Operation Enduring The A-10 is a proven combat capable aircraft that is simFreedom in Iraq, the A-10 units maintained a sortie rate of ple to operate and very effective at its mission. Experience

close to 85% and lost only one aircraft in the process.

in recent conflicts has shown that the need for the A-10

exists in the current battlefield and that ground commandThe A-10 is also effective in supporting search and rescue forcers rely on the aircraft for air support. Congress and the

es as air cover. The value of the A-10 in this role was demonUSAF should work together to find a solution to retain the

strated during the Balkans War in March of 1999. An F-117

A-10 Thunderbolt II in service until an aircraft can be depilot was downed by enemy fire and a search and rescue misveloped that will replace it and all its capabilities. This will

sion was launched. Two A-10 aircraft escorted the search and

ensure our combat troops on the ground have the close air

rescue helicopters into enemy territory and protected the ressupport and protection they need on the battlefield to carcue operation while the downed pilot was recovered safely.

ry out their missions with the fewest number of causalities

Another more serious incident took place in Afghanistan. On possible.

The A-10 Thunderbolt

II was always a popular aircraft with aviation enthusiasts on

the airshow circuit. In

this photograph, the

A-10 Thunderbolt II

flown by the former A10 East Coast

Demonstration Team

flies in formation with

a World War II era

North American P-51

Mustang during the

United States Air

Force/Air Combat

Command Heritage

Flight. This formation

took place at the

2009 Lancaster Community Days Airshow.

The large size of the

A-10 is clearly illustrated in the photograph.
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Model Review: Merit International 1/18 Messerschmitt BF-109E

Merit International has once again delivered another large scale pre-built model

airplane to the aviation collectors and

history buffs. The company recently released a 1/18 scale plastic model of a

Messerschmitt BF-109E.

The Messerschmitt BF-109 was one of

the first modern fighters of the 1930’s

era. During this time, the majority of

fighter aircraft were still biplanes and

not very powerful. The BF-109 was one

of the first fighter aircraft to have a metal fuselage, enclosed cockpit and retractable landing gear. The most advanced feature of the BF-109 was its

engine. The fighter was eventually powered by a Daimler Benz V-12 aero engine with fuel injection. This powerful

engine fuel injection put the BF-109 in a

class of its own during the 1930’s compared with other fighter aircraft.

The BF-109’s baptism of fire was with

German units serving the Spanish Civil

War. By 1939, the BF-109 was the

standard fighter aircraft of the German

Luftwaffe. In the early stages of World

War II, the BF-109 easily gained air superiority over ill-equipped and unskilled

enemy opponents. The powerful German

fighter dominated the skies and German

pilots achieved huge scores by easily



shooting down many of the inferior Al- taking off due to landing gear collapses

lied aircraft they went up against.

and failures. It is thought this problem

The Battle of Britain provided the BF- spelled the end for hundreds of 109’s

109 its first real test when the aircraft during the war.

faced off against the British Supermarine Spitfire and Hawker Hurricane.

Though the Hurricane was generally

considered inferior, the Spitfire was

nearly equal in performance to the BF109. When flown by experienced pilots

that could use each aircraft to its

strengths, the Spitfire and BF-109 were

very evenly matched. But it was during

the Battle of Britain in the summer and

fall of 1940 that the first cracks in the

BF-109’s strength began to show.



Despite these shortcomings, the 109

continued to be used in service, and

was overall a highly successful aircraft

throughout World War II. Later versions

of the aircraft could go faster and carry

more armament, but the small profile of

the BF-109 limited the modifications

that could be done. The extra armament

added weight to the aircraft and made

handling difficult. By the end of the war,

the legendary BF-109 was outclassed by

the more modern Allied fighters. After

For all its power and speed, the BF-109 the war, some BF-109’s continued to

suffered from a short combat radius. serve in European air forces until the

The German pilots were limited in com- 1950’s and 60’s.

bat time over Britain during the battle Merit International’s BF-109 model is

due to this. Several 109’s were lost painted in the colors of legendary pilot

when their pilots simply ran out of fuel. Adolf Galland and represents the maAlthough the aircraft would eventually chine he flew during the Battle Of Britain

be fitted with extra fuel tanks, the issue in 1940. Interestingly enough, this modof a short combat radius would plague el is a reissue of a model issued in 2000

the BF-109 throughout its life.

by the now defunct 21st Century Toys

Another problem discovered with the Company.

BF-109 was also not easy to remedy.

The aircraft had weak landing gear. The

BF-109 had a high attrition rate from

accidents during taxiing, landing and



Continued On Page 9



The Merit International 1/18 scale BF109 gives collectors of the scale a model

of the famous aircraft used by Adolf Galland during the Battle of Britain. The

model comes pre-painted and only a few

minutes of simple assembly are needed

to put the aircraft together and have it

ready for display. The Messerschmitt BF109 was the most produced fighter aircraft in history with over 30,000 machines in a variety of variants being manufactured. When it first appeared in the

late 1930’s, the BF-109 was one of the

most advanced fighter aircraft in the

world. Merit International’s new model

represents a BF-109E, the variant that

was used during the Battle of France and

the Battle of Britain during the early stages of World War II.
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Merit International 1/18 Messerschmitt BF-109E (Continued From Page 8)

The Merit International

BF-109E after some

minor fixes to improve

some aspects of the

model’s shortcomings

straight out of the box.

These minor modifications are easy to do and

can be done for under

$20. The fixed areas

include the addition of a

pilot figure, addition of a

wire for the radio mast

and the addition of historically accurate Nazi

swastika decals to the

tail of the aircraft. The

BF-109E was one of the

most important German

aircraft in the early stages of World War II. The

model is painted in the

Battle of Britain markings used by famous

German pilot Adolf Galland.

The Merit model uses the same mold as was used for the

original release in 2000. The model comes packed neatly in a

box and is secured inside with plastic ties and foam. Assembly simply requires attaching the wing to the fuselage and

snapping on the external fuel tank to the fuselage of the aircraft.



proved, there are still some minor headaches. The German

insignias don’t quite match up in color on the wings and my

copy of the model had a bit of a paint scratch on the fuselage. The improved canopy also seems oversized.

I found that spending about 30 minutes and $20 on my BF109 greatly enhanced the look. I tracked down one of the

old 21st Century Toys pilot figures issued at the time of the

model’s original release and added him to the cockpit. These figures are still readily available on various Internet sites.

I also found some thread to add the radio wire. Last but not

least, I added the historically accurate Nazi swastika decals

to the tail section of the aircraft. These aftermarket decals

are sized specifically for these 1/18 aircraft and are available at select online hobby shops.



Compared to the original model, Merit has made some improvements. The paint application is significantly better with

less over spray and obvious flaws. Merit also detailed the

cockpit a bit better and added some stenciling as it would be

on the original aircraft. The biggest positive is the change to

the canopy. The original mold made by 21st Century Toys

used a two-piece canopy. This was incorrect for this version of

the BF-109. Merit has modified this mold to have a proper

three-piece canopy that is more accurate. The model also The Merit International BF-109E is a great piece for the

features an opening cockpit and retractable landing gear for collector who would like to add this famous German fighter

those who like to play with their models a bit.

aircraft to their collection. The mold, though older, has a

Despite the improvements, there are some issues with the nice amount of detail. For a pre-built model, the aircraft

model. There is no pilot figure included with the airplane. For looks quite decent and is display ready in minutes. The aira large 1/18 scale model, a cockpit with no pilot looks very craft is also painted in the scheme and markings of a faempty. Another strangely absent feature is the lack of a wire mous Luftwaffe fighter pilot who played an important role in

for the radio mast on the fuselage. The original mold had this the Battle of Britain, one of the most important early battles

when the model was first released, but on the new Merit mod- in World War II. I recommend this piece for anyone with an

el, it is missing. Finally, despite the paint finish being im- interest in the history of World War II aviation.
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21st Century Toys 1/18 Scale Supermarine Spitfire Mk. II Model

The 21st Century Toys company released many 1/18

scale models of aircraft as

part of their Ultimate Soldier line. The models featured impressive size and

working features such as

control surfaces and landing gear. One of the most

popular releases in the line

was the Supermarine Spitfire MK. II. The Spitfire was

one of the most famous

fighter aircraft of the Royal

Air Force during World War

II. Although it served

through the war, it is probably best known for its role

in the heroic defense of

Britain during the Battle of

Britain in 1940. It was during this battle that the

skilled pilots of the Royal

Air Force beat back the

attacking onslaught of the

German Luftwaffe.



The Spitfire was the best

fighter aircraft the Royal Air

Force had in 1940. It was

an even match for the German Messerschmitt BF109. The BF-109 was marginally faster than the Spitfire but the Spitfire was

more maneuverable. This

1/18 Spitfire made by 21st

Century Toys actually portrays a Spitfire from 1941,

but the color scheme and

markings are very similar to

an aircraft used during the

Battle of Britain. The models were popular with collectors but many suffered

from serious paint flaws

and broken parts. This example in excellent condition with a wonderful paint

finish was recently acquired after many years of

searching. The model

makes a wonderful companion piece for my 1/18

Messerschmitt BF-109E.
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Fond Memories Of A-10 Thunderbolt II Flights Over Lehigh Valley

A Fairchild A-10 Thunderbolt II from

the 111th Fighter Wing of the Pennsylvania Air National Guard takes to

the sky during the 2009 Rhode Island Open House Airshow held at

Quonset State Airport in North

Kingstown, Rhode Island. The

111th Fighter Wing A-10’s supported this airshow by participating in a

demonstration simulating the capture of a hostile airfield using assets

from the United States Air Force

and United States Army. The 111th

A-10’s were a common sight in the

skies above the Lehigh Valley when

the aircraft were stationed at the

Willow Grove Joint Reserve Base in

Horsham, PA.

The announcement of the proposed

retirement of the A-10 Thunderbolt II

hit me hard recently. The A-10 is a wonderful close support aircraft and has

performed admirably for the United

States military in several recent conflicts. But that is only half the sadness

for me. For I have fond memories of the

A-10 Thunderbolt and its unique imprint on the Lehigh Valley.



Seeing and hearing the A-10’s was also

my first experience seeing any type of

military aircraft. I was hooked. My grandfather started taking me to airshows

soon after.



The PA ANG also made several appearances at local airshows. The A-10’s were

often the star of the show whenever the

Willow Grove Joint Reserve Base held an

airshow as they were the hometown

Another great experience with the A-10’s unit. The aircraft also made flyovers of

was when I was a student in middle the Reading World War II Weekend and

school. Our school is located right next other local airshows.

to the Appalachian Mountains. One day, There was a real job to be done, howevwhile outside for a late afternoon re- er. The 111th Fighter Wing was an access, four of the A-10’s came over the tive unit, and as such deployed to the

mountains at low altitude and roared active combat zones of the Middle East

over our school. The sound and sight of several times. During the deployments,

this formation was amazing.

the 111th and their A-10’s successfully

Later on, I found out that the A-10’s carried out air strikes and supported

were often on their way to practice at Allied ground forces.



From 1988 until 2011, the A-10 was a

frequent sight in the skies over the

Lehigh Valley. The Pennsylvania Air

National Guard’s 111th Fighter Wing

operated the aircraft from the now

closed Willow Grove Joint Reserve Base

in Horsham.

military firing ranges in northeastern

One of my earliest memories of the and central Pennsylvania. The low level

aircraft flying overhead was when I was flights were part of their training in the

playing on the playground at my ele- role of close air support. I often spent

mentary school. A very distinct jet many afternoons in our backyard enjoysound could be heard and looking up ing my model airplanes and awaiting a

into the sky two of the A-10’s roared flyover by the A-10’s as they headed to

over our school. Due to the location of the range or headed home.

its engines, the A-10 had a very distinct The Pennsylvania Air National Guard Asound, even to me as a child. My young 10’s also participated in flyovers at the

ears soon became very keen to the Lehigh Valley Ironpigs games. On occasound of A-10’s overhead.

sion, the jets would practice approaches

As a child interested in aviation and at the Lehigh Valley International Airport.

going to help my grandfather fly his The A-10’s could sometimes be seen

remote control airplanes, to see the A- twice a day in the skies above the

10 in the sky was the best thing ever. Lehigh Valley.



Unfortunately, all good things must

come to an end. In 2010, the 111th

Fighter Wing lost their A-10 aircraft to

other units and the Willow Grove Joint

Reserve Base closed as a military installation. It was bittersweet that in the last

days of operation, while I put down

mulch in my flowerbed, two A-10’s

roared over our house one last time.

The A-10 is beloved by ground forces

and pilots for its role as a tough close

support aircraft. It is one of my favorite

aircraft as well. It left a unique impression on me as a child that encouraged

me to be inspired by aviation, an interest that has continued to this day.



ABOUT DISTELFINK AIRLINES

“Distelfink Airlines” was the name my grandfather gave to

his fleet of remote control airplane he enjoyed flying in his

retirement. He chose the “Distelfink” hex sign as the symbol of his air fleet as it is a Pennsylvania Dutch symbol of

good luck. To make his airline “official”, he had t-shirts

made up with the name and hex sign on them and wore

them when he flew his R/C planes. He told anyone who

asked that the airline was a new flight service being ofMy grandfather, John Brey, and I at the 2007 Geneseo Airshow in New York. The Geneseo Airshow was

one of my grandfather’s favorite airshows to attend.
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fered between the Lehigh Valley International Airport and

the Philadelphia International Airport with more routes to

come soon.

My newsletter is named “Distelfink Airlines” in honor of my

grandfather’s love of aviation and his sharing of it with me.

It is my hope to be able to publish this newsletter periodically to share my love of aviation with all of you, just as my

grandfather did with me.



“Distelfink Airlines” is the newsletter featuring the aviation photography of Corey J. Beitler. All text and images are copyright and may

not be reproduced or reused without permission.



Regards,

Corey



Plane Spotting: Sikorsky UH-60 Blackhawk

The Sikorsky UH-60 Blackhawk

is a twin-engine medium-lift

general utility helicopter. The

UH-60 entered service with the

United States Army in 1979

and have been exported to

many other nations including

the Republic of Korea, Turkey,

and Colombia. The Blackhawk

has been used for many roles

including transport, gunship,

electronic warfare and special

operations. A highly modified

version of the Blackhawk

played an important role in the

mission that resulted in the

death of Osama Bin Laden in

May of 2011. This Blackhawk is

used by the 12th Aviation Battalion of the United States Army

in the role of VIP transport. It

was spotted leaving the Lehigh

Valley International Airport.
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