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Raising your Kids without Dropping Jesus Session 1

Every child is a unique gift from God that is entrusted into their parent’s care.

• Each child is a gift because God is an active participant in the design of every

child. Children are made in His image and God designs each child in order to

bring maximum glory to His Name. For you formed my inward parts; you knitted

me together in my mother's womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and

wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well. My

frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately

woven in the depths of the earth. (Psa 139:13-15 ESV) (Ps. 127:3)

• Each child is the product of the faithful work of a loving God, who brought them

together in their mother’s womb, establishing their DNA, personalities, abilities

and talents. Each child has a unique soul and a distinct personality. We must

celebrate and embrace God’s unique designs of our children.

• God entrusts His handiwork into the care of a child’s parents. The home is one of

the God-ordained authority structures, and parents are responsible before the

Lord for their children. An example in the Bible is Eli. And I declare to him that I

am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his

sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. (1Sa 3:12-13)

• Because we are responsible before the Lord for our children, we must start early

training them in the Lord. We cannot start too early, and the later we start, the

more challenging it becomes. Timothy is a Bible example. (2 Timothy 3:14-15)

Every child is a unique sinner that is entrusted into their parent’s care.



• Our children may be unique gifts, are also unique sinners. The Bible teaches

that every child is thoroughly affected by sin. "Never again will I curse the

ground because of man, even though every inclination of his heart is evil from

childhood. (Gen 8:21 NIV) Indeed, I was guilty when I was born; I was sinful

when my mother conceived me. (Ps. 51:5 CSB) Even from birth the wicked

go astray; from the womb they are wayward and speak lies. (Psa 58:3 NIV)

•



Theologically, this is called total depravity. This is not to be confused with utter

depravity. Our children are not as bad as they could be, but every aspect of

their being is affected by sin. (Eph. 2:1-2, Jer. 17:9)



• Because our children are naturally on the road to destruction, we must proclaim

the gospel to them from a very young age. But as for you, continue in what you



have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from

whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures,

which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.

(2Ti 3:15 NIV) The home is a mission field, and parents have the greatest

opportunity to lead their children to Christ.

•



We must lead our children to become faithful followers of Jesus. Religion isn’t

going to solve their problem, only a transformed heart will. So bring your

children to Jesus (Matt. 19:14).



Parents are responsible before the Lord to train their children in the Lord.

And fathers, don't stir up anger in your children, but bring them up in the training and

instruction of the Lord. (Eph 6:4 CSB) Train up a child in the way he should go; even

when he is old he will not depart from it. (Pro 22:6 NIV) And these words that I

command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your

children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the

way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. (Deut. 6:6-8 NIV)

•



Before we can train up our children, we need to avoid stirring them up to anger.

Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. Fathers, do

not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. (Col 3:20-21 ESV)

(Eph. 6:4)



•



Some ways we provoke our children to anger (adapted from Alistair Begg).



1. Failing to treat our children like children.

2. Over the top discipline. Excessive discipline where the punishment

doesn’t fit the crime.



3. Inconsistent discipline

4. Overprotection

5. Attacking our children’s characters

6. Favoritism

7. Failing to acknowledge good

8. Trying to live vicariously through our children.

9. Hypocrisy.



• Instead of provoking our children to anger, we are to bring them up in the training

and instruction of the Lord. Bring them up means to feed or to nourish them

(especially spiritually). Training and instruction are broad terms that signify

whatever parents do to teach, cultivate, educate and discipline their children.

This includes laying down rules, boundaries, and principles.

•



One of the hot-button issues within discipline is spanking The Bible is clear,

spanking is permissible. He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves

him is careful to discipline him. (Pro 13:24 NIV) Folly is bound up in the heart of

a child, but the rod of discipline will drive it far from him. (Pro 22:15 NIV)



o However, spanking is a part of a much larger discipline program. It must

be done correctly (never in sinful anger, with wounded pride, or in

jealousy). It must also be done in line with the nature of the child Advice:

follow the pattern of your Heavenly Father: who always disciplines us to

share in His holiness, and uses the rod when sparingly (Heb. 12:5-11).



• Ultimately, our training and instruction must be gospel-centered. We are not just

after moralism or externalism.



o We want our children to be initially transformed by the gospel of Jesus

Christ and continually transformed by the gospel so that they can live out

the Gospel. (Col. 2:6).



o We want them to be passionate followers of Jesus Christ, who know Christ

intimately, love Him deeply, and live through their secure identity in Christ.



o We train and instruct in the gospel by pointing them to Jesus in the Bible.

(John 5:39). Don’t just teach your children biblical truth, teach them

essential gospel truth.



o We also train and instruct in the gospel by living out the gospel. If you

have been given grace, so model grace. You have been forgiven, now

forgive. You have been granted mercy, now extend mercy. You have been

loved sacrificially, now love your children sacrificially.
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