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AB URBE CONDITA

Rome, 28/03/2014



HIDDEN BEAUTIES



Rome has always been the favourite destination of

artists from all over the world for its endless historical heritage: every corner of the city, from Saint Peter to the Coliseum, is full of ancient samples of artistic production, that not even Romans know well.

In fact, the ‘big’ monuments are just the tip of the

iceberg: many stunning places aren’t shown on

guidebooks and only discovered by chance by lucky

tourists. Fortunately, you will find here some of the

secret attractions of our wonderful city, such as the

Knights of Malta’s keyhole: it’s on a villa’s gate and

you can see Saint Peter in prospective through it.

This is one of the coolest places to see for Romans

and non, because it’s a weird architectural coincidence and not many people notice it even when in



visit there, but only a few, well advised from Roman

experts. So if you have time, convince your friends

to go and have a look at it: this keyhole is a nice feature that you can’t definitely miss.

As you may know, Rome wasn’t built in a day, so

you can only imagine how much amazing stuff was

put in it! Unluckily they are hidden very well. But

our purpose is to make you aware all the secrets – at

least the most interesting – that can be far more attractive for teens than the usual walk in the centre,

that’s still a beautiful experience. So be up-to-date

with the latest issue of our newspaper, and you

won’t miss any!
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LET’S BEGIN



This year’s opening ceremony took place in the Julius

Caesar’s Hall in Campidoglio, Rome as usual. It’s always

a very touching moment when lots of delegates, Chairs,

teachers and teenagers that are part of the Rimun staff all

gather in the same historical and amazing Hall. The ceremony started with the school principal Ms. Olga

Olivieri’s welcoming speech and continued with Ms. Amato’s one. Rimun 2014 cares about the environment so

separating the garbage into different containers is our priority, to preserve the environment and the whole beautiful

world. Rimun 2014 is highlighting the problem of starvation in many countries of the world by encouraging the

audience not to forget the issue.

Then a short film about ill-treated children was presented:

kids less than 10 years old are employed to build flats or

carry tons of stones from a place to another on their backs

or heads.



Finally ambassadors, from different countries, introduced

themselves with some news about the country that they

represented.

The Secretary-General of the meeting Ms. Benedetta

Ruffini made everybody thinks with her speech in the

Great Hall. With a really easy example she presented the

points of view of Ukraine and Russia, formally United

Nations that are now separated. They had to wear two

pairs of sunglasses, blue and orange, and then she asked:

‘’Which colour is the world?‘’

And of course both the ambassadors gave different answers and the Secretary-General concluded saying that it

was the reason why they couldn’t have the same visual of

the world because they had different points of view.
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EXCUSE ME, FAKE OR NOT?

Counterfeit items are everywhere !! A great rule to know is that, if the deal

is too good to be true, it is not !! These are some of the most common

counterfeited items: wallets, bags, belts, shirts. In other words, all the

things with a brand.

Here are some of the precautions that must be taken :

-Never pay someone with a debit or credit card or a wire transfer, especially if they aren't in-person to hand you the item;

- Inspect the item before giving the money to the seller. Obviously, you

don't want to receive a broken or damaged item for your good money;

- If a person seems that is just messing with you only for selling the item,

then just forget about it and move on;

- You can pay with a check in-person, but make sure that you trust the

person you are paying;

- Always try to bring a friend with you when you purchase an item, so you

won’t run into someone trying to steal your money .

Another piece of advice, especially for branded products is that they have

sometimes defects on the icon of the brand.

Don’t trust small shop sellers but if you want an original item, you should

go to a real store, because only real big stores don’t sew fake labels on the



RIMUN HORSCOPE



Aries: To be successful, follow your thoughts and

don’t listen to negative opinions.

Taurus: If you want to repair a relationship with an

important person, try with an excellent dinner and

you’ll be rewarded.

Gemini: Be prepare to an unexpected event that you

can’t control, unless you find a person that helps

you.

Cancer: You don’t need a person to direct you, you

can do everything with only your potential.

Leo: Today is a GOOD day for you; today you have

to show your very potential.

Virgo: You have to reject the insecurity, because it

stops you and distracts you from other important

things.



Libra: During this week you have been so aggressive, but don’t worry, your troubles will disappears

soon.

Scorpio: You can refuge you in your fantastic

world, but remember that you can’t solve your problems from there.

Sagittarius: You know that you don’t want to reach

a material goal but you want to reach a sentimental

one.

Capricorn: You always miss the moment and this is

a problem so…. CARPE DIEM.

Aquarius: The dialog with your familie is important, so don’t reject it.

Pisces: Don’t worry about your important person’s

secrets, because, if he/she is very important for you,



AB URBE

CONDITA



1st ISSUE



PLANTS CAN FEEL



“I



n 1973, a book claiming that plants were sentient

beings that feel emotions, prefer classical music to rock

and roll, and can respond to the unspoken thoughts of

humans hundreds of miles away landed on the New

York Times best-seller list for nonfiction. “The Secret

Life of Plants,” by Peter Tompkins and Christopher

Bird, presented a beguiling mashup of legitimate plant

science, quack experiments, and mystical nature worship that captured the public imagination at a time

when New Age thinking was seeping into the mainstream. The most memorable passages described the

experiments of a former C.I.A. polygraph expert named

Cleve Backster, who, in 1966, on a whim, hooked up a

galvanometer to the leaf of a dracaena, a houseplant

that he kept in his office. To his astonishment, Backster

found that simply by imagining the dracaena being set

on fire he could make it rouse the needle of the polygraph machine, registering a surge of electrical activity

suggesting that the plant felt stress. “Could the plant

have been reading his mind?” the authors ask.

“Backster felt like running into the street and shouting

to the world, ‘Plants can think!’

He claimed that plants reacted to the thoughts (good or

ill) of humans in close proximity and, in the case of

humans familiar to them, over a great distance. In one

experiment designed to test plant memory, Backster

found that a plant that had witnessed the murder (by

stomping) of another plant could pick out the killer

from a lineup of six suspects, registering a surge of

electrical activity when the murderer was brought before it. ”



So we wonder: what plants in our garden will say about

the place we prepared for them?

Many of the students don’t know the origin of our trees:

the holm oak belongs to the past, glorious symbol of

our place. In Roman Empire Cassia was the principal

road through which Roman soldier marched in order to

conquer the world. It took three days to pass the army.

Then in more recent days the place was the residence

of a cardinal. The other trees were planted in occasion

of sad memories, remembering the death of two students. Others were planted in occasion of the retirement of three teachers, who wanted to leave their presence to the school. Some of the plants are considered

“incredible”, because they have been strong enough to

live in horrible conditions. Finally we have what could

be called casual shrubs: sparse vegetation born by

seeds carried by the wind and grown during the years.



Cleve Backster during a test on a tomato.
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