“Karingana wa Karingana”

Mozambique Festival of traditional storytelling

Um ninho para as Artes e Cultura

1. Brief introduction: Malambe association
Founded in 2008 as “Malambe Project”, Malambe – Movimento de Promoção
das Artes e Cultura is an association for the promotion of Mozambican art and
culture. It uses national languages, clothing, religions, rituals, cuisine, dance,
and music
to promote the consolidation of national citizenship. Malambe wants to
strengthen the cultural values and its bearers, too.
“Malambe” is the term for the fruits of the baobab in bantu languages. In
Mozambique and big parts of Africa the tree a symbol for subtle greatness and
ambition due to its appearance.
For the purposes of the association and to open spaces for reflection through
traditional stories the “Karingana wa Karingana” festival was developed.

2. Context
"Karingana wa Karingana" is an address of welcome a storyteller starts with
before telling a story. In English it would be most similar to “Once upon a
time...”. It is commonly used in the south of Mozambique by the Machanganas, an ethnic group based mostly in the provinces of Gaza and Maputo. The
storyteller welcomes the audience with the words “Karingana wa Karingana”
and the audience responds with “Karingana!”.
In the past, family and community elders were carriers of generations worth
of knowledge and ideals. By the use of oral transmission, they would use it to
educated or entertain, and in so doing help shape the social paradigms.
Traditional stories are a part of that oral transmission and play a fundamental
role in the exchange of values amongst a people. The traditional story tries to
amaze, entertain or educate the listener.
Over time, as it passes through generations, the story alters and transforms
as different tellers add their own parts. There is a Portuguese saying: “Quem
conta um conto acrescenta um ponto”. Which means: “Who tells a story adds
something (“a point”) to it”.
Since traditional stories are a fundamental tool in transmitting cultural values
from one generation to the next, we want to use them to assist in dispersing
our history and identity.
With that context in mind this event is being developed to offer Mozambican
society the first festival of traditional storytelling “Karingana wa Karingana”.
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3. The Festival
“Karingana wa Karingana” storytelling festival is a sociocultural initiative with
the aim to broaden the public reception in the areas of arts, culture and history
due to artistic creation and performative presentation.
The festival is inspired by the oral traditions of Mozambique, and it aims to
preserve and revive them. The story-tellers will take the audience on a journey
of imagination by telling the stories of his/her ancestors. These stories will tell
about the doubt, joy and pain of life.
We want to understand culture with the huge variety of possible forms of
expression, in which are mirrored the everyday life experiences of the people.
With the far reaching range of different forms of cultural creation and production moments of the past will be translated into current reality.
The festival is supposed to take place on an annual basis and comes with the
vision to reach the whole country in the future. In this first edition “Karingana
wa Karingana” will take place in four districts of Maputo province, by name
Manhiça, Marracuene, Boane and the municipality of Maputo. The final event
will take place in the city of Maputo where the best storytellers of the districts
will compete again.
The spaces created for the festival will mirror those where storytelling happened in the past. The audience and the jury will gather around bonfires to
listen and enjoy as the eight best story tellers of each district are chosen. The
finalists will be selected on the creativity, performance, presentation, originality,
and cultural content of their stories. The jury selecting the best storytellers will
be composed by experts of artistic expression and history.
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4. Objectives
General objective:
Dispersion and cultivation of traditional storytelling in Mozambique, especially
in Maputo province.
Specific objectives:
− Encouraging the public to practice traditional storytelling;
− Transmitting the values of traditional Mozambican education to present and
future generations;
− Creating a consciousness in the Mozambique about the cultural variety of the
country and the preservation of its cultural heritage;
− Promoting and dispersing authors and books;
− Dispersion of reading and the valuation of traditional stories
− Raising awareness and educating Mozambican society about the value of
traditional stories.
5. Activities
1. Competition on district level in the districts of Manhiça, Marracuene, Boane
and the municipality of Maputo city.
2. Discussion and workshops during the festival-week.
3. Grand gathering in the capital Maputo for the final event, where the best
storytellers of each district are going to compete with one another. The best few
will receive prizes.
6. Target group
Due to to our conviction of the great value of traditional storytelling, we want
“Karingana wa Karingana” to reach as much people as possible. It's directed
especially to the creative artists who will establish the connection to the audience and besides, their cultural practices should be promoted through the
festival.
Still the children and adolescents are in the very special focus of the event, as
they are supposed to be the majority of the audience. Also they are the future
bearers of Mozambican culture and we want them to get in touch with their
culture and its values.
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6. Execution period and locations
The festival will take place in October 2014. During these seven days the competitions on district level and the final competition in Maputo (City), as well as
the workshops and discussion, for expample about popular knowlegde, will
occur (also in Maputo (City)). Workhops and discussions will be leaded by
chosen personalities of Mozambican literature.
Competition on district level in the districts of Manhiça, Marracuene, Boane
and the municipality of Maputo (City).
Phase 1. District competitions to choose finalists:
- In the district of Manhiça in the House of the Music of Life („Casa de Musica
da Vida“);
- In the district of Marracuene at the memorial of Marracuene village (Memorial
da villa de Marracuene), a public space;
- In the district of Boane in the towns public park (Jardim da Vila)
- In the municipality of Maputo (City) the Community Cultural Center Ntinsya
(Centro Cultural Municipal Ntinsya)
Phase 2. Grand finale:
- Planned to happen in Maputo city at the National Art Gallery (Muséu Nacional
de Arte)

7. Organizing team:
Besides the association Malambe - Movimento de Promoção das Artes e
Cultura, being responsible for the execution of the festival, following personalities are participating in the organisation of “Karingana wa Karingana”
festival of traditional storytelling:
• Elcidio Fernando Mabasso - President of the students association of the
ISArC (Superior Institute of Art and Culture, Maputo);
• Dadivo José - Musician, actor and lecturer at the ECA (Institute for Communication and Art, University Eduardo Mondlane, Maputo);
• Tina Krüger – Anthropologist, film-maker (Aguacheiro Design e Multimédia,
Maputo);
8. Strategies of Marketing
The festival will be announced through following means:
• flyer and brochures;
• TV- and Radio-spots;
• newspaper advertisment;
• visits of TV and Radio programs by the marketing commission
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