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All bull at E.P.’s country night. See page 30.
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DC student
fatally shot

Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

D

urham College was faced with the difficult task of informing the school about
the death of a first year Sports Administration student over the Nov. 10 weekend.
Gaethan Kitadi, 20, was celebrating his birthday in his Upper Beaches apartment in Toronto
when he was shot and killed early Sunday morning.
Surveillance cameras show two unidentified
men entering the building after midnight as a
resident let them in. According to reports, Kitadi
was involved in a conflict with the suspects while
trying to eject them from his building when he
was shot in the back.
The Toronto Police Service said last week that
they are now looking for six persons of interest.
Investigators have recovered images from security cameras capturing the suspect and the five
other persons of interest from the incident and
have released them to the public. They believe
Kitadi knew the suspects.
Those who knew Kitadi were shocked to hear
of his death, including Durham College professor Pat Rogin. Kitadi was a student in her communications class, and said she was “mortified”
to hear the news and tried to convince herself it
wasn’t him. She said Kitadi had a certain presence when he was in her class.
“He had great presentation skills. He was always prepared and his presentations always had
an air of fun to them. He was a good student. He
handed stuff in and he took total responsibility
for his learning and his process, and he was engaged. I just had an assignment he handed in,”
said Rogin as she flipped through the scattered
sheets on her desk. “It’s just heartbreaking. He
didn’t deserve this. Nobody deserves this.”
Janice Robinson, co-ordinator of the Sports
Administration program, said the feedback she’s
heard from students in the program is that Kitadi “had a close-knit group of friends.”
Students and professors are deeply saddened
by his death regardless of the short time he had
attended Durham College.
The Spotted at UOIT/Durham College Facebook page was flooded with thoughts and prayers
for Kitadi and his family.
Kitadi was known as a lover of basketball and
considered pursuing a career as a coach. Among
several other students who said they had played

Provided by Toronto Police Service

IN MEMORIAM: DC Sports Administration student Gaethan Kitadi, who
was killed on Nov. 10.
with him, Nathan Kemp wrote on the Spotted
page, “Rest in paradise, I enjoyed some good
games of basketball with you at Durham.”
Dr. Lynee Kennette, one of Kitadi’s professors,
said he was a very polite student who seemed to
be enjoying her psychology class. “He always sat
in the front row with a few of his friends. He was
very passionate about sports and would always
chat about basketball with classmates during
break,” said Kennette.
Chelsea Osmond, another Durham College
student, set up a donation page on Spotted to
help Kitadi’s family through their tough times.
The donation page describes Kitadi as an “incredibly kind and ambitious man who treated
others with dignity and the utmost respect.”
In honour of Kitadi, flags at the Oshawa and
Whitby Durham College campuses were lowered
following the Remembrance Day ceremonies
and a separate moment of silence was dedicated
to him.
Osmond and other students who knew Kitadi
are continuing to remember him by planning a
basketball event in his memory either through
the Sports Administration program or the SA.
“He loved the sport and had a passion for it so
we feel that is the best way to remember him. It’s
kind of like our way of saying goodbye.”
A date has yet to be set for the basketball event
but details will be provided shortly.
The donation page can be found at http://
ticketzone.com/GaethanKitadi and anyone
else looking to help should contact Osmond at
c-osmond@hotmail.com.

November 19, 2013

Student dissent
voiced at AGM
Brad Andrews
The Chronicle

T

he conflict escalated
between the Student
Association and the
Durham College and UOIT
administrations when students voted to condemn the
schools at the SA’s annual
general meeting.
The proposal condemning the schools passed to
raucous applause during the
Nov. 5 meeting. It follows the
schools decision two months
ago to withhold money they
collect from students on behalf of the SA.
Early the morning of the
AGM an email was sent out

on behalf of the schools criticizing the SA for not meeting
the requirements they asked
for to release the funds and
called the current process
for changing the SA bylaws
“flawed.”
The motion to condemn
the schools was proposed by
former SA vice-president and
current UOIT student Jesse
Cullen, who reminded the
meeting he has been a critic
of the SA itself for years.
“I am completely appalled
at the audacity of the institutions that they would dare
withhold my money and enforce their solutions to our
problems on us,” said Cullen.

See Schools on page 3

Francis Viloria

FAULTY GAME: DC Lords lose against Algonquin.
See Struggle on page 37.
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Shane MacDonald

#LETSGETWEIRD: Ubiquitous Synergy Seekers, Ash Boo-Schultz (left) and Human Kebab (Right) headlined Durham College and UOIT’s
Winter Fest 2014 at E.P. Taylor’s with openers: The Beaches and The Honey Runners.

‘This Is The Best’ Winter Fest

Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

Ubiquitous Synergy Seekers
Ash Boo-Schultz (Ashley Buchholz) and the Human Kebab
(Jason Parsons) took the stage
to uproarious cheers and an
amped crowd for Winterfest
2014 at E.P. Taylor’s.
When they weren’t playing
their hit songs from their upcoming album Advanced Basics such as This Is The Best
and Ying Yang, they were getting crazy on stage and jumping
into the crowd.
The crowd chanted “USS,
USS, USS” after each song.
They played songs from each
of their albums, from Welding
the C:/ to Approved, and even
threw in some covers of Outkast’s Hey Ya and Miley Cyrus’s
Party in the USA altered to Party in the USS.
Back in 2007 USS got their

break when the Toronto radio
station, 102.1 the Edge, started playing their single Hollow
Point Sniper Hyperbole and
haven’t looked back since.
The band’s previous manager handed former Edge DJ
Barry Taylor their EP Welding
the C:/ and he liked it so much
he brought it to the rest of the
station’s attention.
“They unanimously decided
that they were going to take
ownership of us as a band and
they help introduce USS to the
world,” said Kebab.
The
unique
and
inimitable
sound
of
USS is the result of two crazy
guys continuously influencing
and inspiring each other. Ash,
the acoustic guitar player, and
Kebab, the DJ, found a sound
heard nowhere else and their
roles today in the band were reversed when they first met.
“I had always been a camp-

fire acoustic guitar kind of guy
and then the first time I heard
drum and bass music, jungle
music, it just changed me forever. I wanted to hear Nirvana
Unplugged at a rave,” said Ash
who was the bigger electronic
music fan of the two at the
band’s inception.
“Jay actually came from a
very healthy diet of mid-’90s
hip hop, which is the golden
era of rap music so he really
got me into that side of things
which then affected my music
production, say with our song
Laces Out for example. It really was amazing because now
it boomeranged because my
introducing Jay into electronic
music, whereas now he has become more of an encyclopedia
of electronic music which is
influencing back on me. He’s
gone even deeper than I’ve ever
(gone),” said Ash
The band recently embarked

Short notice blamed
for U Pass increases

Continued from page 1

According to Vincent Patterson, DRT’s general manager,
tight deadlines were the reason for the short notice on that
vote. He went on to defend the
increase by comparing the cost
of the U Pass to the $346 high
school students pay for a fourmonth period.
“It’s a great deal but there’s
an element of fairness there
that needs to be addressed,”
said Patterson. “I look at it from
the cost of providing transit to
all customers in the region and
the relative share of revenue
provided by each segment. We

need to be mindful of the contribution each makes.”
Prior to the council vote
representatives from Durham
College and UOIT offered no
criticisms of the increase. John
MacMillan, UOIT’s communication and marketing director,
said the increase to the U-Pass
is a decision of DRT and the regional council.
“We’re focused on the fact
that it’s a good product for
UOIT students and we hope
that DRT will continue to offer
it,” said MacMillan.
Meri Kim Oliver, Durham
College’s vice-president of student affairs, agreed with MacMillan on the value of the pass

but added students will have
their say on the matter. According to Oliver, the schools
will have to consult with the
students over the increases and
there’s a possibility its future
could be put to a student referendum. The U Pass was originally adopted in a referendum
and could be rejected in the
same way, something Oliver
did not support.
“The pass is still a good deal
for students, it’s significantly
less than buying individually,”
said Oliver.
While she could offer no firm
date for this consultation process, Oliver said it could happen later this month or next.

on a pledge campaign called
#letsgetweird to fund their
newest album, which received
an unbelievable reception from
their fans.
“We’ve really been blessed
with the support that we got,
it’s just been unrelenting,” says
Ash.
“It sort of gives you a sense
of awareness as to how much
people believe in what you do
and how you’re doing it, the fact
that many people supported us
in our pledge campaign. We
had 200 per cent of our goal,
which we didn’t even think we
were going to hit 100 per cent.
It gives you in your moments
of absolute creative fatigue, it
gives moments of clarity and
reassurance you’re doing this
for a bigger and more transcendental reason,” said Kebab
Their upcoming album, Advanced Basics, is set to be released in February 2014 due to

a delay and the late addition of
their new song Ying Yang.
“Just the way the time line
worked out, we had these six
songs, this big gap happened,
and we were like “hey you know
what? Let’s hammer out one
more, let’s swing for the fences,” said Ash.
This is the third time USS
has played at Durham College
and UOIT and they’ve played
several other shows in Oshawa.
“We’ve continued to have
epic shows in Oshawa. It just
seems to be a place that we
keep coming back to and keep
having fun,” said Ash
“It’s awesome because everyone knows our music. When
we play Hollowpoint tonight
everyone’s going to sing it, we
play This is the Best tonight
everybody’s going to sing it .It
just shows you the dedication
from the Durham Region,” said
Kebab

Student discussions
aim to provide better
support strategies
Continued from page 1
Though no official goal for
the survey has been laid out,
Lovisa said it would be centered on ensuring student succeed both academically and
socially.
“We hope to help students
meet their goals,” said Lovisa.
“Have students talk about what
their issues are, help them
gather the information from a
larger student body and help
them develop their own strategies and support them in that as
we have done in the past. We’ve
always been here to support the

student groups, whether it’s
the SA or the individual associations. We’re always trying to
ensure we have the right support in place so students can
succeed.”
The round table discussions
are an individual undertaking
by the college and have no affiliation with the current Student
Association. As a result of the
current friction between the
two organizations, some student leaders from the SA have
called for a boycott of the meetings on social media networks.
The first round table was
held Jan. 14 and the second will
take place Jan. 21.
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SA presidential candidates
‘

‘

I’ve never been
associated with the
board of directors and
the executive members.
I’m advocating for a
new SA.

Students aren’t getting the representation
they deserve both inside and outside of the
school walls. My platform is your platform.

’

Mina Elseify
Photos by Courtney Williams

Kris Cuaresma

‘

’

‘

Our goal is to rebuild the relationship
between students and
the SA. We can only do
that by uniting students.

My first concern is
the relationship between the SA and the
schools. I want to be
able to repair the relationship.

’

Ryan LePage

3

’

Mohammad Pasha

2014 SA hopefuls share platforms in forum
Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

Candidates for the 2014 Student Association elections took
part in an open forum to speak
directly to students and share
their platforms Wednesday,
March 19 in the UA building on
the north campus of UOIT.
Bradley Chin, the new chief
returning officer, began with
an introduction laying out the
rules of the forum. Each candidate, starting with nominees for the president, were
given two minutes for opening
President
Kris Cuaresma
Mina Elseify
Ryan LePage
Mohammad Pasha

Vice-President
University Affairs
Sameer Ali Khan
Jeremy Baarbe (current vice-president)
Ezra Graham

statements then the floor was
opened for questions and finally, another minute and a half
for closing statements.
With a turbulent SA year behind them, many candidates in
their opening statements stuck
to the speaking points of transparency, accountability and
improving the relationship between the SA and schools.
Thanks to a new election
policy allowing slates of several
candidates to run on a shared
platform, two presidential candidates, Ryan LePage, of Students Unite, and Mina Elseify

both ran with slates, and members of their groups echoed
their statements.
Kris Cuaresma, a Durham
College journalism student,
talked up his experiences and
qualities his program gave him,
saying he would bring those
same journalistic skills to the
SA presidency if elected. The
last president who was a Durham College student was Amy
England several years ago, also
a journalism student, and now
an Oshawa city councillor.
Two candidates hailing from
the downtown UOIT campus

focused on issues affecting that
campus in their statements.
Mohammad Pasha and LePage both advocated for more
resources and services at the
downtown campuses while still
touching on issues relative to
the north campus.
“I’m planning on bringing a
lot of resources to the downtown campus,” said Pasha.
“Our tuck shop is the size of a
closet.”
Once the floor was opened
up to questions, candidates
were asked how they would
wow students, be different

from other candidates in the
past, how they will win student’s confidence and how they
would treat both the LGBTQ
and international student communities. To these questions,
candidates once again spoke
about increasing student involvement and transparency.
“I want our agendas every
single week to be dictated by
you, the student body,” said
Cuaresma. They promised to
be open with students, better
leadership, transparency, accountability, and to start the
next SA with a clean slate.

Vice-President
College Affairs

Whitby Campus Director:

UOIT Board Directors candidates

Salam Alsadi
Bradley Bolger
Harmeet Nanner

Ashley Bennett (current vice-president)

Durham College Board Director candidates
School of Media, Art and Design Director
Mike Burton
Matisse Hamel-Nelis

Justin MacFadyen

School of Health & Community
Services Director
Savannah
member)

Watters

(current

board

School of Science and Engineering Technology Director
Thurinaa Karunagaran

School of Business, IT & Management Director
Faaris Suhail

Faculty of Social Science and
Humanities Director

Faculty of Engineering and Applied Science Director

Raia Fortin
Israel Ogbogu
Carolyn O’Neill
Ashleigh Persaud
Johnny Stavrou

Faculty of Energy Systems and
Nuclear Science Director

Faculty of Health Sciences Director

Baker Baha (current board member)
Ramez Zarifa

Raef Roman

Faculty of Science Director
Spencer Allison

Sports
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Double trouble at the tennis centre
Sisters
locked in
this season

Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

At first sight they look
like veterans of the women’s
Ridgebacks tennis team. They
are familiar, intense, and
emotional.
But
although
SanKavy Prema Kumar and
Ragavey Prema Kumar are not
new to on the UOIT team, they
have played doubles together
for most of their lives. The
first-year
sisters
made
their mark on the Ridgebacks tennis team with their
competitiveness. Every game,
every set, every move is under
scrutiny by each of the sisters.
They critique each other at every opportunity and sometimes
it hurts their performance.
UOIT’s first match against U
of T in September was a loss.
All over the Campus Tennis
Centre Ridgebacks players
were losing, but a couple were
getting angry about it.
“We definitely could’ve won

Shane MacDonald

TWO SISTERS: SanKavy and Ragavey Prema Kumar at the Campus Tennis Centre
it but I guess nerves and frustration with each other got to
us and I think I snapped at her
(Ragavey) or she snapped at
me on the court and it was just
downhill from there. I think we
lost 8-1,” says SanKavy of the
match.
She says it can be difficult for
the sisters to control their tempers with each other.
Off the court the sisters are
always smiling and cheerful.
On the court the smiles leave

their faces and intensity takes
over. The usual laughing is replaced by hushed voices during
games.
The sisters keep their cool
for the most part on the court
but when they come off to talk
to Chelsea Kerstens, assistant
coach of the women’s Ridgebacks tennis team, they sometimes lose their temper with.
“Both of them are equally
guilty of it. They are quick to
critique each other,” says Ker-

stens.
After games, she does her
best to remind the sisters to let
it go - no matter the out come.
“I have to tell them, ‘okay! The
match is done! You guys won
or you didn’t and you have to
work on this, this and this but,
there is no sense (in dwelling
on it),” she says, adding the sisters play their best when they
are relaxed.
“You get ten seconds to be
angry at what you just did and
then five seconds to gather
yourself again and then another five seconds to be ready to
go,” says Kerstens.
Even as SanKavy prepared
to play her final singles match
at the OUA championships on
Thanksgiving weekend, Ragavey threw in a few jabs.
“You better win and redeem
yourself for our doubles match
yesterday,” she says.
This small comment gets
them off to the races.
“My fault? It was you!” says
SanKavy as they continue on
right up until her match starts.
Kerstens says when the sisters go at each other they are
generally easy on one another.
“You can tell they get on each
others nerves but they’re really
light hearted,” she says “It’s
never in a nasty sort of way.“
The sisters live together,
commute together, are in the

33

same program and play together. For some, spending this
much time with a sibling would
be unbearable, but the sisters
can cope.
“If you’re playing with a
stranger or another member
you’re not related to and you
feel some frustration you can’t
really convey that because it’s a
different dynamic, but if you’re
related, you can fight and get
over it or have an argument
and get over it much quicker,”
says Ragavey.
Kerstens says the girls fight
every game and that it’s just
how they operate.
“There is positive communication as well,” says Kerstens
as if it were unbelievable. “They
get amped up, and you can
tell they are very competitive.
When they get going, it’s exciting to watch them.”
The girls are excited to keep
playing tennis at UOIT.
“I would love to be the first
seed but I know how competitive it is. I don’t think I’m ready
for that just yet but I definitely
would want to battle it out with
my sister to be second [seed]
because I definitely think I deserve to be second,” says SanKavy, to which Ragavey said,
“I’ve been playing three and
she has been playing four all
season so I’d love to battle her
on that.”
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DC teacher motivates classroom
Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

In Grade 10, Jason Vassell
was stopped for shoplifting a
hair product. Someone gave
him a break and didn’t call the
police.
When he left high school
he still needed half a credit to
graduate. When he had his first
job interview with the police it
didn’t go well. He wasn’t off to
the best start.
Yet today, Vassell is a constable with the RCMP and a
teacher in the Protection Security Investigations program at
Durham College.
“The road’s not going to be
paved and it’s not going to be
perfect. You just have to keep
moving forward and keep improving yourself,” says Vassell,
a teacher student’s have identified as someone they look up to.
Daniel Maddalena, a student
in Vassell’s ethics class who
also wants to be a RCMP officer, says Vassell is a relatable,
inspiring teacher.
“He has been through everything everyone else has,” says
Maddalena. “He always uses
his life experiences to back up
what he’s talking about.”
Vassell says he connects to
students because he comes
from the same place as they
do. He started his schooling at
Durham College as a part-time
student in the Police
Foundations program. He
wasn’t sure what kind of student he would be because he
hadn’t done well in high school,
but he excelled at college. After
becoming a full time student,

Shane MacDonald

TEACHER RESPECTED BY STUDENTS: Jason Vassell teaching his Youth and
Diversity class for the Protection Security Investigations program.
he was called to the RCMP in
Regina.
Since then he has worked in
security, corrections and loss
prevention.
When he was a loss prevention officer he worked with
the person who stopped him
for shoplifting when he was in
Grade 10.
“I did some different things

and that’s a reason why I’m
able to relate to a lot of the students,” says Vassell. “They all
want to go different avenues.”
Becky Lyvers, another student in Vassell’s ethics class,
says she respects him because
he’s informative and keeps student’s attention. Lyvers, who
wants to work in corrections,
says it’s like Vassell is “on the

same level as us.”
He encourages his students
to get involved with volunteering and with the school. He
has taken part in volunteer
programs like Big Brothers
and Reason Against Drugs in
the community and at school
he helps out with the Durham
Ideas Den competition – last
year as a judge and this year as

a planner. He also attends the
Drama Club, which he enjoys
because he used to be an actor
before he finished high school
and pursued policing.
Vassell hopes students see
he practices what he preaches
and can lead by example.
In the classroom, the first
thing Vassell wants is an understanding of the rules. If
rules are followed, there won’t
be any issues. The second thing
he wants in class is humour. “I
love joking,” says Vassell. He
has done impressions of Arnold
Schwarzenegger, Eddie Murphy, Abe Simpson and Yoda in
class.
Though, as a teacher, it’s not
always a joking matter. Vassell has to fail students and
understands that if he fails
someone, they may not like
him. “I think it’s even more of
an accomplishment if I can fail
somebody and still get them to
understand why I failed them.
And to encourage them to carry
on.”
Vassell has experienced
failed job interviews but never
let it stop him.
“Nothing is stopping you
from achieving your goals, you
just have to go out and get it. I
always tell them (students), everybody’s got a different path to
where they’re going,” says Vassell. “Even if you fail at something, don’t give up. You got to
keep at it.”
Vassell could be working
for the RCMP but instead he is
here teaching.
“I really take a lot of joy in
seeing people reach their goals
and succeed and find what they
want to do in life.”

First generation students
offered a helping hand
Catherine Legault
The Chronicle

About a third of all students
at Durham College have parents or legal guardians who did
not attended post-secondary.
This makes the students first
generation and qualifies them
for some extra support from
the college.
First generation students
who need help can turn to Lucy
Romao Vandepol, who is the
co-ordinator for first generation students
“My role as the first generation student co-ordinator is to
provide e-mentoring to all our
first gen students, to act as a
supporter and an encourager,
to provide them with information for the transition to college, to be their go to person
and to help them feel connected to the campus,” said Romao
Vandepol.

To help these students Romao Vandepol has set up various events with the college.
Lattes with Lucy is an event Romao Vandepol sets up herself.
It functions as drop-in hours
for students who want to share
their successes, need some support and chat with Lucy and
other students.
“Often students will come
together to problem solve, or
come up with some ideas, or
just have a conversation. Sometimes what I do is invite my colleagues to join in on the informal conversation,” said Romao
Vandepol.
Beyond Lattes with Lucy
there are multiple events for
first generation students, such
as time management and study
strategies. These events require
students to sign up in advance
at SALS or by e-mailing Romao
Vandepol first.
However, not all first generation students attend the

events and only communicate
via e-mail.
“I think the most important
thing is students know there’s
someone out there for them
to reach out to,” said Romao
Vandepol.
First generation students are
self-identified. The college defines first generation students
as students whose parents or
legal guardian did not go to
post-secondary. Students who
have siblings who attended
post-secondary before them
still qualify as first generation
students.
By identifying themselves
as first generation on their Ontario College Application Service (OCAS) application form
or the Student Success survey,
students are automatically connected with Romao Vandepol.
Students who did not but are
considered first generation students based on the criteria can
contact Romao Vandepol.

Catherine Legault

ASSISTING FIRST TIMERS: Lucy Romao Vandepol
sits in her office at Durham College. Romao Vandepol is the first generation co-ordinator and helps students adjust to post-secondary.
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The Beaches make waves at WinterFest
Shane MacDonald

The Chronicle
Before the show they wait
patiently and play a few games
of pool to pass the time. The
Beaches, a play on words and
the name of the neighbourhood
they hail from, are an all-girl
band who played E.P. Taylor’s
alongside USS for Winterfest
2014.
The seemingly regular girls
don’t look out of place in the
sectioned-off area above the
pub.
Hoodies and stylishly thickrimmed glasses are consistent
with most girls in college, but
these girls are about to sing and
rock out in front of a couple
hundred students.
Formerly Done with Dolls,
Jordan Miller, Kylie Miller, Eliza McDaniel, and Leandra Earl
know the drill.
They’ve opened for Kings of
Leon in front of massive crowds
and toured with Mother Mother from university to university
for two months.
Now, they are about to open
for the Ubiquitous Synergy
Seekers for the second time.
“We love watching USS,”
said Jordan, lead singer and
bass player. “They’ve got such
amazing stage presence.”
And The Beaches aren’t too
bad themselves.
One might not know what
to expect when they take the
stage but their talent and pop
punk sound is undeniable once
they start playing. They are no

Shane MacDonald

MAYBE I’M A LONER: The girls from the Beaches take the stage as the openers
for USS at WinterFest 2014 which took place at E.P. Taylor’s on Jan. 16.
longer wearing their glasses
and hoodies. Now they all have
their combat boots on and their
new attire could be suggestive
of their individual influences.
Reminiscent of Nirvana or The
Runaways, the girls harmonize
catchy songs, rock out the stage
and even play more than one
instrument.
“I think the fact that we

all have such different tastes
in music is a huge part of our
music because we can show
each other things and… we can
pick up things from people that
we’re inspired by and show it to
each other.
Jordan loves David Bowie
and she gets inspired by him
sometimes and maybe that’ll
come off in our music,” said

McDaniels, the drummer.
“Especially with Jordan,”
said Kylie, the guitarist, “the
whole theatrical aspect of what
she’s influenced by, it really
comes out with our music, especially when we perform.
I think if she didn’t have interest in that background our
whole performance wouldn’t be
as fun and interesting.”

A lot has changed since they
were 13 years old playing as
Done with Dolls. They weren’t
fully in control of the writing
process as Done with Dolls, and
when they were, they had cited
“boys” as their main inspiration
for writing.
“As we grew as people I think
our music evolved with us so
the name change kind of came
along with that because if we
had a more mature sound we
needed a more mature name,”
said Eliza.
“One of the reasons we
wanted to change sounds is because we wanted to write our
own stuff and get more creative
in that aspect,” said Jordan.
“I think relationships are still
a very strong influence on my
lyrics but I’m starting, as I get
older, I’m interested in writing
about different things.”
Things like moods and atmospheres, even social topics. Their song Kids is about
the Aurora and Eaton Centre
shootings and what Jordan
might say to the people responsible.
Heading forward they will be
taking a road trip, a very exciting prospect to them, to play
the South by Southwest festival
in Texas. When asked about
their aspirations as a band, Eliza said: “I just want to be touring forever.”
“I would like to play Tea in
the Park one day. Then after
that we’ll see. One at a time,”
said Jordan.

The Honey Runners rock out at E.P. Taylor’s
Helping
to make
WinterFest
2014 a hit
Shane MacDonald

Shane MacDonald

SING IT LOUD: Dan Dwoskin, the lead singer and keyboardist of The Honey Runners, belts it out for the crowd at
E.P. Taylor’s as part of WinterFest 2014 on Jan. 16.

The Chronicle
“Get your goddamn feet
wet,” screamed Dan Dwoskin,
the keyboard player and lead
singer of The Honey Runners.
The self-described Canadian
Motown-sound rock band from
Toronto livened up the E.P.
Taylor’s crowd with their upbeat sound and memorable lyrics.
A first-time guest at E.P.’s
and the opener for Winterfest
2014,
The Honey Runners made
waves in 2013 with their songs
being featured by Coca Cola’s
’52 Songs of Happiness’ and by
a Bacardi commercial.
Dwoskin says the band was
very excited to have these opportunities.
“They help our music reach

a much wider audience, not
to mention, fund our albums,
tours, Cadillacs, private islands
in Maui, etc.,” says Dwoskin.
The melting pot of sound
and influences making up The
Honey Runners is due to each
member’s extensive musical
knowledge and experience.
“We’re all music buffs. We’ve
poured over old blues, ‘60s and
‘70s soul rock (Beatles, Zeppelin, Rolling Stones, Allman
Bros, Ray Charles), anything
from the Motown era (Temptations, Dion and The Belmonts), ‘90s alt-rock & punk
(Foo Fighters, Big Wreck),
and more modern bands (Alabama Shakes, Young The Giant, Jet, The Raconteurs),” says
Dwoskin.
“It all comes into play every
now and again...they’re all really good teachers!”
Forged through friendship,
emotional
turmoil,
Craigslist and countless other indie
bands, the Honey Runners
have been playing together for
nearly two years.
Everyone’s got stories and
they try to tell them through
their music.
“Best thing you can do is try
to capture some of those stories in songs and help other

people understand themselves
a little better in the process,
maybe not feel like you’re so
bloody alone sometimes,” says
Dwoskin, who added he wants
the people listening to his music to feel “ecstasy, rage, enjoyment, sadness, anything but
neutral.”
They’ve played festivals with
other Canadian acts such as
The Trews, The Arkells and The
Balconies, and they loved playing Winterfest with the Ubiquitous Synergy Seekers.
“Playing with U.S.S. was a
ton of fun,” said Dwoskin. “The
energy that comes from those
guys on stage is not human.
“Human Kebab” jumped
into the crowd how many
times? Four? It’s a big deal to
play shows with bands like
them, because we get to play for
their crowd and gain some new
fans in the process.”
Coming in the next two
months the Honey Runners
will release their “Rough and
Tumble Sessions” to YouTube,
a live six-track video series recorded at the Steam Whistle
Brewery in Toronto and a new
EP in Spring 2014.
“With any luck, we’ll be back
at E.P. Taylor’s soon for round
two!” says Dwoskin.
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Richard East

Rail safety on the wrong track

Some of the most important railway tracks in Canadian history run through Oshawa. The Canadian
National Railroad and the Canadian Pacific Railroad
tracks once unified the country and are still the largest
national railroads in Canada. But railways aren’t making headlines for being historically important these
days. They are becoming known for being potential disasters, the most recent being the derailment of a train
carrying petroleum just west of Edmonton.
Canada is home to nearly 50,000 km of railway
track that runs through the countryside, small neighbourhoods and cities alike. Today, those rails play an
important role in Canada’s transportation industry.
Each year, Canadian railways bring in $10 billion dollars in transportation revenue. The majority is made
shipping goods and, more and more often, its dangerous goods such as crude oil or chemicals.
While politicians and environmentalists take their
time evaluating the future of pipelines, railways are
picking up the slack as the only alternative for transporting these dangerous goods.
But how safe is this alternative? When it comes to
railway transportation there are some startling statistics. In 2010, there were 1,075 train derailments.
Most derailments happen at very slow speeds in train
yards. Still, railway has the highest accident rate next
to marine transportation. Railway derailments have
declined gradually over the past decade but economic
trends and pressures on the industry are taking precedent to safety.
In the wake of the Lac Mégantic disaster this sum-

mer the public should be aware of potential dangers.
It was a perfect example of how accidents happen
when unforeseen elements come together. A beautiful downtown core incinerated, 47 people killed and
30 buildings reduced to rubble. As people go through
their daily lives no one ever thinks of the possible danger rolling by dozens of times a day.
The CP and CN lines are the main east-west routes
for railway transportation in Canada and they run
through some of Oshawa’s most populated areas. According to media reports, the Lac Mégantic blast had
a radius of 1 km. If the same thing happened in Oshawa, the results would be disastrous. Lac Mégantic’s
population density per square km is only 272, whereas
Oshawa’s is over 1,000.
Oshawa is no stranger to railway accidents either.
In fact, Oshawa experienced a derailment in 2009 on
the Canadian Pacific rail directly beside Oshawa Central Collegiate Institute high school. Fortunately, there
were no dangerous goods on board.
Imagine that. A blast the same size as the one in
Lac Mégantic in the right place would destroy a whole
neighbourhood and a school.
The climate of the railway industry is the perfect
storm for more accidents in the future. Increased
transportation, coupled by workforce cutbacks, hardly
promotes the safety we deserve. CP Rail, one of the
largest railways in North America, has seen plenty of
layoffs and only plans more. It has announced plans to
cut its workforce of 20,000 by 20 per cent before 2016.
On average, train crews only have two engineers but

the way the industry is going there could soon be just
one, like the one-man crew on the Lac Mégantic train.
Crew sizes will definitely be a topic of debate among
railroads and union workers when looking back at Lac
Mégantic. More is being shipped with less manpower.
The saying “two heads is better than one” comes to
mind but a couple of more couldn’t hurt.
In the Throne Speech this October, The federal
Conservatives outlined several amendments to the
Railway Safety Act to ensure accountability and more
safety.
No matter how much money the government throws
at railways, accidents still happen. New legislation in
an industry difficult to regulate has little chance at
making any difference if there isn’t enough manpower
to enforce it. These sorts of government initiatives are
quick fixes. In the end it solves nothing but gives the
government a little room to breath, before the next disaster like Lac Mégantic.
The future of Canada’s transportation industry is
uncertain. CEOs and shareholders of railroads are
playing with the idea of completely remote operations
while union members are fighting for more jobs and
less cutbacks. As deliberation continues on whether or
not pipelines are a better alternative, the focus should
be on doing more to keep rail safety on the right track.
More manpower to enforce legislation and safety regulations are needed to do just that.
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Vinyl is not just music
Shane

MacDonald
You pull the record out
of its sleeve, admire the artwork for a second, throw
the record on the turntable
and drop the needle. Stillness fills the air accented
by grainy cracks and pops.
The record does a few rotations before the needle finds
the groove for the first track.
And then…music.
Technology gets updated,
improved and pushes the
old out of the way. The latest
iPod gets replaced months
later by a faster, newer version. No matter how much
you want to hold on to your
old technology, the rest of
the world keeps moving for-

ward.
But once in a while the
world starts moving in
reverse. Vinyl records are
making a comeback. Musicians are still making
them, stores are selling
them again and people are
buying them. They never
went away. They are just being rediscovered.
For some it is a more visceral experience. It’s more
personal. A click of a mouse
on the computer or the swiping of an iPod screen is far
less romantic than holding
a vinyl record in your hands.
The cover art, the pullouts
- It is a piece of art in itself
without even being played.
It is more real in a way,
too. Most music today is
recorded digitally and compressed.
The sound is flat and albums become victims of the
“loud” war; each track com-

petes to be heard rather than
having its own place and
weight.
Vinyl is analog. It is
made differently, without
digital editing. The way the
track is played is the way it
was recorded. No artificial
sweeteners. Vinyl is often
described as a softer sound.
It may sound “old” – maybe
because we’ve become accustomed to perfection that
isn’t accomplishable during
a live performance – and it
may be raw, but that is what
makes it real.
Music is a deeply personal
thing but it is made to share.
It’s great that everyone has
his or her own musical tastes
but how can you ever really experience all that music has to offer if you only
listen to what you know?
Vinyl requires a physical
commitment to the music,
many people aren’t making

anymore because of the disposable, single-song atmosphere of the digital music
market.
With a vinyl, you throw
on an album side and everyone listens to it from start
to finish. Artists write their
albums as a whole and intend them to be listened to
as a whole. Vinyl is made to
share. The music has something for everyone. One
person may be listening to
the vocals while another is
tuned in to the drums and it
doesn’t take anything away
from the whole experience.
IPods and personal music devices trivialize music
the same way Valentines
Day trivializes the word love.
For the love of music, sit
down, put a record on and
get in touch with music for
real – or take it one step further and go out and listen to
some live music.

Reshanthy Vijayarajah

NO PARKING: Don Lovisa, president of Durham College, promises changes to parking lot in due time.

Issues behind parking

Every year there is a story
about the parking lots, and
the issues around them.
This year like many students who use the parking
lot, I was left without a spot.
A $500 parking spot was reserved online through both
campus websites, but there
was a system glitch and
the reservation never went
through.
At 9 a.m, there is usually
a long line up of cars parked
in the driveway towards the
Commencement parking lot
near the south wing.
The lot is often full and
only members with the Keyscane card can enter.
With an increase in students, the school should have
been more prepared with the
parking spots for the Oshawa
campus.
Regardless of the high
price, it is still in demand.
During an interview with
Don Lovisa, he said there will
be changes in the near future
to help with the increasing
number of students but it will
take time.
There needs to be a lot of
procedures and consultations
with board members and

trustees.
There are a number of issues around parking. There
are about 200 people on the
waiting list. According to
Lovisa it is believed that they
will get them by December.
There is always a high demand for parking spots during the first couple of weeks.
The gates are used to give the
administrators the high and
low average counts during its
peak period on campus hours.
It also gives them data during
this time of the year to see if
they can give more passes out
for students.
It’s unacceptable that there
was nothing else they could
do, except I was not the only
one who had this problem,
there were few aside from me.
But nothing could be done at
the time; all the parking spots
were full. I was put on the
waiting list. Even though the
prices are unaffordable, the
demand for a spot is still high.
“We’re aware of the issues
as we look at capital expenditure there is no one in the
government willing to give
money for parking lot. We
are also looking at car-pooling passes to encouraging

car-pooling, transit, and patience by the next couple of
weeks we should have dealt
with the spots and online reservations,” explained Lovisa.
“I do not have a reserved
parking spot, no parking spot
should be empty and it something we’ve been following for
a while.”
Blaine Webster a student
from Police Foundation student, wants lower prices
compared to Loyalist College which is only charging
$ 150 per year because we’re
all students and we’re broke.
The pay meters are filled up
and sometimes we still do not
have a place to park.
As for the reserved parking
spots, students believe it will
never get settled.
Dorazio explains, “My
friend is still waiting, and he
was 179th on the list.”
For the past month I have
been paying $ 2, in total $240
which is more than the price
for half a year pass, which is
only $220. As a single parent
of two, relying on OSAP going in and out of school, it get
quite expensive.
Ralph Aprile vice-president of facilities & ancillary

services defended the situation.
“Based on the amount of
parking we are limited with
the parking spaces we sell, we
try to set aside a limited number of spaces for daily parkers,” he said. We also recognize a particular number of
partners that occurs during
the first few weeks. We eventually open up more parking
permits, we try to accommodate about 300 of daily parker people pay a $12.
The annual permit sales
fluctuate annually because
not everyone is on the campus
at the same time. It depends
on the times of the year. The
total number of permits the
college sells corresponds with
the spaces that are available.
Annually, the college sells a
thousand permits during the
summer and about 100 spaces for daily parkers.
Even though I was able to
get a parking spot by the end
of the month, I still believe
there should be something
better in place.

Reshanthy Vijayarajah
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Alternatives
could help
students
keep school
fresh in mind
Kate
Hussey
Half way through the fall semester a student’s mind can still feel
sluggish as a result of a long summer break. Brushing off the summer cobwebs and getting back into
school mode is difficult.
Forgetting important information is not uncommon if you are
not regularly applying what you
have learned, or if you don’t refresh your memory. The school
year typically ends around May for
most students and does not resume
until September. Four months is
enough time for the brain to become lazy, especially if a student is
regularly partying, watching television, playing video games, or treating the break as if it’s a chance to
temporarily shut down all school
worries.
When students return to school
in the fall, it is challenging to get
back into a study routine. Retraining the brain to concentrate,
manage time efficiently, and use
different study tactics can be hard.
Sometimes that can take months
and unfortunately, a student can’t
afford to fall behind. If students
were required to be in school more
regularly throughout the year,
this wouldn’t happen. One option
would be for schools to run on a trimester term, rather than a semester term. A trimester term divides
the academic year into three periods, separated by breaks. There
are select schools experimenting
with year-round schooling, such as
University of Waterloo.
A simpler option could be to
make online courses mandatory
throughout the summer. These
distance education courses would
go over everything previously
learned and provide a little bit of
extra information. Ideally the online courses would count toward
credit.
Spending more time in school
without a long summer break
is one way to fast-track education. Students who take fast-track
programs graduate sooner than
they would if they took an annual
summer break. Completing postsecondary education faster would
mean students could enter the
work force and start making money sooner, and pay off that student
debt.
A break is important to give the
mind a chance to relax, and to reduce stress, but there can be a better balance between school studies
and a full four-month vacation.
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The future of wearable tech at UOIT
Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

In the day of the cave man,
the spear was the epitome of
modern technology. It thrust
mankind into the luxury of
food but also provided greater
potential for war. Today we
have smart phones. With each
invention or technological advance we embark on new path
leading us to the good and bad
of our newest tech obsession
but we don’t always stop to
think what kind of repercussions they may have.
UOIT Professor, Dr. Isabel Pedersen asks those questions. She asks what is coming
next and what it will mean for
humans as a whole and has become a source of authority on
the matter, particularly on the
effects of wearable technology.
“What my research really
looks at is how everything has
a positive and negative and we
have to always ask,” says Dr.
Pedersen. “With everything we
gain, we might lose something.”
Recently Dr. Pedersen spoke
in Munich at the largest wearable technology conference in
the world about her research
and the future of the technology.
“We’re going ahead with all
these consumer devices, all
these wearables without asking
how will it affect people, how
will it affect lives,” says Pedersen. “We are at this critical point
of this wearables revolution
and we have the chance now to

Shane MacDonald

STRIKE A POSE: A mannequin rocks some wearable
technology in the DeCiMaL lab at the UOIT Social Science
and Humanities building downtown.
ask how is it going to affect our
lives and I think we have to do
a little bit more of that.”
She likened it to the positive and negative aspects that
smart phone culture has had on
people. People no longer need
to stay in the office to do work
but work can also follow them
home.
Pedersen’s research is years
in the making, since the earliest
designs of clunky, uncomfortable wearable computers she
has been predicting and forecasting the industry. From following inventors and their designs to science fiction portrayals of technology in entertainment, literature and the media

Pedersen made her name.
“I started to track how these
inventors were connecting the
dots based on what they were
seeing in film. I started to line
up all these different influences
at their very earlier stages and
case them together. I was dealing with basically fiction at the
time,” says Pedersen.
Today wearables are on the
verge of becoming a consumer phenomenon with fitness
trackers already on the market
and health trackers on the way,
but Pedersen is looking further
ahead. With Google Glass just
around the corner, something
Pedersen says the public has already been acclimatized to, she

is asking what they might mean
for privacy.
“We’ve had two years to
imagine what it be like to have
Google Glass, this long lead
time, Google is using it to socialize us towards it happening
so that when it actually happens it isn’t going to be a sort
of a shock to culture,” says Pedersen. “The marketing scheme
there is getting people to overcome their privacy fears.”
We already live in a surveillance culture where security cameras capture us without permission; people upload
hundreds of photos to the web
without a second thought,
which Pedersen says isn’t very
different from what Google
Glass will bring.
As a professor at UOIT Pedersen holds a position granted
by the Canada Research Chairship and she recently received a
$54,000 grant from the Canadian Foundation of Innovation
to create the Digital Culture
and Media Lab (DeCiMaL) at
UOIT’s downtown location.
The lab will support researchers with a space to investigate how reality shifting
media and wearable computers
impact humans in the context
of their digital lives.
Currently the VP of University affairs for the Student Association, Jeremy Baarbé spent
some time working with Pedersen at the DeCiMaL lab. He
helped set it up and coauthored
research that he presented to
the International Symposium
on Mixed and Augmented Reality in Adelaide Australia.
“Dr. Pedersen’s work is extremely relevant to the world
we will be living in five, 10, 15
years from now. Her research
asks how are the ways that we
are currently talking about
technology in society and popular culture going to influence
the world we inhabit in the future. It is very important that
we understand how technology is shaping our world,” said
Baarbé.
Something Pedersen talks
about coming 10 years down
the road is the highly controversial idea of brain implants.
She talked about the celebration of such technology in
shows on TV today like Intelligence, a drama about a hightech intelligence operative who
is enhanced by a super computer chip in his brain.
“What will it mean for arts?
What will it mean for creativity,
what does it mean for new ideas
when you can access the entire

Internet from your brain?” said
Pedersen.
On the topic of the brain,
Pedersen says researchers and
undergrads at the DeCiMaL lab
will be working on a brain interface project, something she
is very excited about. She has
tracked the coming of brain interfaces for the last five years
in her book Ready to Wear: A
Rhetoric of Wearable Computers and Reality-Shifting Media.
“You put on a headset, its
not wired to anything, you
think in a certain brain state
and you can see a reaction on
your computer screen, like you
can see in essence your brain
waves are an interface controlling device,” said Pedersen.
The project will be using
students in the games development program to develop the
interface for application as a
controller.
“It might be a very successful gaming device and these
students are learning them because they are a part of their
industry and that’s wonderful
and interesting,” said Pedersen. “My project is going to be
to understand the social aspects.”
As a student, Pedersen studied English Literature and
wrote about what it means to
be human. Humans create and
humans are unique. She was
extremely idealistic. After her
schooling she joined an entrepreneur in a digital start-up
company in a time when things
weren’t done digitally, working up to 10 per cent ownership
and learning along the way.
“I learned from him that you
can change things, even things
that seem unchangeable. You
don’t have to accept what is laid
out for you,” said Pedersen.
And she has taken that belief
into her work as a researcher.
“Working for Isabel is incredibly exciting and rewarding. As a futurist, Isabel is continually looking for and exploring the technologies that will be
shaping our world in the next
20 years,” said Baarbé. “I am
inspired by her critical analysis of these future trends that
asks how the world we’re building now will shape our future.
Technology has the ability to
better humanity but it can also
lead us into a world that is characterized by surveillance and
repression. It’s important that
society starts having these conversations, and Isabel is in the
forefront of this debate. Sometimes working for her feels like
living in the future.”
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Feds offer funding for schools
Brad Andrews
The Chronicle

The new federal budget will
apply to the whole country
but some parts touch closer to
home for UOIT and Durham
College.
On Feb. 11 the Conservative
government presented its budget for the coming year which
included several incentives for
post-secondary
institutions
and their students. Increases to
funding for research, post-secondary placements and changes to financial aid requirements
are some benefits this campus
may see in the future.
UOIT officials were most enthusiastic about the possibility
of the university getting access
to some of the new funding for
research programs. The budget, through the Canada First
Research Excellence Fund, proposes to offer $1.5 billion over
for the next decade for research
projects at post-secondary institutions. With $50 million already earmarked for the 20152016 year, Michael Owen, vicepresident for research, innovation, international, praised the
government’s actions.
“I would congratulate the
government for continuing to
invest in post-secondary education, particularly in the research and innovation agendas,” said Owen.
Besides the research fund,
Owen pointed out a $46-million commitment to federal research granting agencies, such
as the Natural Sciences and
Engineering Research Council (NSERC), which could also
benefit research here at the

university. While Owen said
it was too early to say whether
UOIT could see any additional
funding he thought “top notch”
programs like UOIT’s Clean
Energy Research Lab would
make excellent candidates.
“We anticipate we’ll be able
to get some of that money and
most of the money that we
get, through faculty research
grants, will go to support our
students,” said Owen.
The
budget’s
benefits
don’t just target universities.
$10-million was also committed towards colleges for applied
research. Durham College President Don Lovisa is hopeful the
college could see some of that
money. He attended a meeting in Ottawa outlining the new
federal investments and reiterated that it’s too early to say
whether the college will benefit
from it, adding “the devil is in
the details.” Still, considering
post-secondary education is in
the realm of provincial authority, Lovisa praised the federal
government for its actions
“Any time the federal government can give the colleges
some good fiscal resources for
research it’s very welcome, especially at Durham,” said Lovisa, who pointed out the college
does close to $2-million a year
in research and any investment
helps students.
Also included in the budget are changes to the Canada
Student Loan Program, which
means students who own their
own car applying for financial
aid no longer have to claim the
value of their vehicle in their
applications. The government
website claims this will affect

Brad Andrews

RESEARCHING REHAB: Kinesiology masters students Julianne Baarbe and
Danielle Andrew demonstrate the equipment in the Human Physiology and Rehabilitation Lab on undergraduate Harrison Kloke. Kinesiology is one of the programs
that could benefit from more research funding.
upwards of 19,000 students
and was welcomed by Chris
Rocha, the director of financial
and student awards for Durham College.
“Basically it will probably be
providing more funding to students,” said Rocha, who noted
previously the amount of mon-

ey students could be awarded
would be affected by the value
of their vehicle.
“With us situated in a semirural area we have some students where the only way they
can get to school is, perhaps,
by vehicle so this is obviously a
good thing.”

Besides investments to research the government also set
aside over $100 million in the
budget to support apprenticeships and internships for postsecondary students. How and
if this funding will reach UOIT
and Durham College students
will be clear over time.

The president of the SA censured
Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

The Student Association
held an emergency meeting
Feb. 13 to address concerns
about President Peter Chinweuba’s conduct on his personal Facebook page and his violations of SA policy.
The president was formally
censured for sharing a post
filled with what some SA members are calling hate speech
against the LGBTQ community, which was brought to attention on his official SA President
page and sparked outrage.
“I sincerely apologize for any
hurt caused by my sharing of
a status that was obviously offensive to people in the LGBTQ
community,” said Chinweuba
in response to the outrage.
Mikki Decker, the newly appointed DC director of the SA,
who chairs the pride committee
at DC and UOIT, recalled when
Chinweuba attended one of her
meetings and pledged his support and how happy she was to
have the president on her side.

Shane MacDonald

MAKES HIS CASE: President Peter Chinweuba made an apology to the LGBTQ
community for comments made on his personal Facebook page.
“Here I am today, and I am
absolutely disgusted,” said
Decker.
She added, “When you are
part of the SA you are representing everything it stands
for, so all the policies, all the
procedures. I would never post
something like that or even like

it or share it in regards to anyone, any culture, any issue.”
Other concerns raised in the
motion included the president’s
frequent absenteeism, his excessive vacation time, failure
to call executive meetings and
excessive use of SA resources
permitted to SA executives.

Jeremy Baarbé, VP of university affairs, distributed binders as thick as books to each of
the SA board members giving
examples of these concerns.
“These irregularities come
together to paint a very concerning picture,” said Baarbé.
The motion passed resolved

that the president must check
in with executive directors at
the beginning and end of each
work day, as well as limiting his
access to SA resources beyond
what is outlined in the bylaws
and SA Employee handbooks.
The board of directors also removed the president’s ability to
negotiate or enter any contracts
on the SA’s behalf.
The president voiced his
belief that he would be fired
from his position following the
meeting but Baarbé said that in
order to impeach a president
the SA requires 10 per cent of
the student population’s support and would have to hold an
election, which makes no sense
financially as the 2014 elections
are fast approaching.
The board of directors
willl make the executive
committee,
excluding
the
president, available to the
LGBTQ centre to discuss an appropriate course of action.
As a parting message to the
students Chinweuba said, “I
had no intent of hurting people
and I admit that I am wrong.”
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MLSE foundation shows its ‘Hart’
NHL
trophies
among
attractions

Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

Nov. 20 was a day filled with
excitement and opportunity
for Durham College and UOIT
students. All sorts of sports
personalities were already at
the Campus Recreation and
Wellness Centre for the fourth
annual Sport Business Conference but something else was
catching students eyes. The
Hart Memorial trophy, awarded to the NHL player deemed
the most valuable to his team,
and the Vezina trophy, awarded to the goalie who is deemed
the most valuable to his team,
sat upon a table just out side
the conference doors.
As part of a Maple Leaf
Sports and Entertainment
fundraiser for MLSE TeamUp foundation, students were
asked to donate $5 to have
their pictures taken with the
trophies and help underprivi-

Luke Callebert

RIGHT TO PLAY: Steven Williams (right), hosts a basketball shooting competition
at the MLSE foundation’s fundraising event at the Polonsky Commons on Nov. 21.
leged children get a chance to
play sports.
“As much as we like making money, we like helping out
with charity,” said Bill Wellman, from the Hockey Hall of
Fame. “It’s a thing that we do at
the hall of fame. It’s a branch of
our business, we call it our outreach program.”

Each student who had their
picture taken was also entered
to win a signed Toronto Maple
Leafs Wendel Clark Jersey.
“We are using the conference
as a platform because our angle
was to try and get as much people as possible to spend money,
and we have the whole sports
conference, 200 plus students

in there, they’re going to come
walking right out and they’re
going to see the trophies,” said
Christian Skirdine, co-board
member of MLSE Team-Up
foundation.
Aside from the trophy photo
station, the Polonsky Commons was filled with all sorts of
fundraising events where stu-

dents could win various prizes.
“We have our public skate,
we have some ancillary events,
and we have the Toronto Raptors trailer out there as well,”
said Skirdine.
Artificial ice, a hockey sharpshooting station called Top
Shot, soccer net, and a basketball shooting station could be
found in the commons for students to participate in and help
out a good cause in doing so.
Mark Gallaway and Riley
Parratt both helped out as part
of their fundraising class in the
Sports Management program.
“Anyone can win anything
if they participate, any of our
events you partake in you have
a chance to win something,”
said Parratt.
Among the prizes up for
grabs were Leafs tickets, Marlies tickets, Jays tickets, golf
passes, Raptors tickets, a
James Reimer jersey, Oshawa
Generals tickets and a bunch of
other signed goodies.
“The specific charity we are
doing this for is the Right To
Play Foundation. They help under-privileged or low-income
families afford to play sports.
For example, hockey is really
expensive to play and I never
played organized hockey growing up. This is why there is programs like this to help people
that can’t afford it.” Said Gallaway.

Russia upsets team OHL
Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

Potential team Canada junior players from the OHL
took on Russia’s junior team
at the GM centre Nov. 21 in the
second leg of the annual 2013
Subway Super Series.
Coming off two losses
against team QMJHL, Russia came to Oshawa with a lot
of anticipation to see what the
OHL had in store for them.
Team OHL’s lineup boasted
plenty of NHL prospects, most
noteably, Connor McDavid the 16-year-old-prodigy - Max
Domi, and Oshawa’s own Scott
Laughton.
OHL began the game by
commanding the puck but over
commitment to offensive plays
allowed the Russians to take
advantage of odd-man rushes.
After killing off a penalty, the
Russians stopped a play on
their blueline and went back
down the ice to score a tic-tactoe 3-on-1 goal early in the first.
Before the periods end, Russia’s Alexi Bereglazov captilized
on a team OHL penalty with a
tip-in goal on the power-play
to make it 2-0 Russia after one
period.

Shane MacDonald

TOUGH ON THE PUCK: Team OHL captain #21 Scott Laughton battles for the
puck with Russia’s #29 Pavel Koldev at the General Motors centre in the first
game of the OHL leg of the 2013 annual Subway Super Series Nov. 21
The Russians made good on
their few chances in the first but
team OHL wouldn’t go without
a fight.
After killing off an interference penalty in the second
period, team OHL got back in

the game. Lots of shots and
pressure paid off in the form of
two back-to-back goals. One by
Kerby Rychel and the other by
Brock McGinn after a Russian
turnover.
Just as things were looking

up for team OHL - two goals
and another power-play - Russia picked up a shorthanded
goal off a broken play by team
OHL.
After 40 minutes of play
team OHL had out shot Rus-

sia 34-13 but was losing 3-2.
Despite controlling most of the
play, OHL’s defensive breakdowns and over playing of the
puck continued to burn them.
An OHL power-play was
wasted as they made too many
passes where shots were needed.
Russian scored another goal
early in third making OHL desperate for offence. Russian defence and forechecking caused
a breakdown in OHL’s passing game. OHL was no longer
controlling the puck and found
themselves giving up more
odd-man-rushes and making
turnovers in their own zone.
On an OHL power-play a
weak pass between D-men resulted in a Russian breakaway
and a penalty shot but there
was no goal.
The 6,020 in attendance saw
flashes of McDavid and Domi’s
skill in the form of no look pases and incredible hockey vision
but individual players don’t
win games. Russia played a
better two way game and came
away with a 5-2 win after an
empty net goal. Russia played
the second game of the OHL leg
in Sudbury Nov. 25 and is off to
play the WHL Nov. 27
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Richard East

Vote for the change you deserve
The SA elections are here.
Shocking right? Time flies
when you’re bickering with the
schools and there is infighting
at every meeting.
Governance issues and indecision have plagued this year’s
Student Association and allegations of nepotism have seeped
into view of the current elections.
Questionable hires of individuals who’ve been criticized
in the past for violating student
election policies and increased
stringency in the election and
nomination process hardly
bode well for change. And it’s
not lost on students.
A poll on the SA website asking students how excited they
feel about new candidates has
29 per cent of the vote saying
they are not excited at all, 21
per cent saying they have high
hopes or are just excited, and
a majority, 50 per cent of the
vote, currently 28 voters, voting for Flying Spaghetti Monster.
Is this the state of our stu-

dent politics? Is it apathy or
just hopelessness?
Facebook discussions and
rational debate devolve into
mud slinging when the SA is
mentioned.
President of the Student Association Peter Chinweuba and
the rest of the executive are
clearly at odds.
He has attempted to fire the
executive director twice only to
find he had his executive powers revoked.
A public out cry of disapproval of the president’s sharing of a homophobic message prompted an emergency
meeting where he was further
stripped of his power. He is being made out as the Rob Ford of
our campus.
At this Feb. 13 meeting the
Chronicle acquired a copy of
the motion stripping him of
his powers and censuring him,
which was strangely dated for
Feb. 29, an indication these
reprimands were probably already coming and the homophobic uproar was capitalized

on to speed the process.
Since this censure and the
official posting of the letter on
the SA website the president
has been on Facebook posting
links to his refutation of the SA
executive’s accusations.
It has had over a thousand
views and he sent a copy to the
Chronicle, the Oshawa Express
and the Toronto Star.
Students have been invited
to open forums held by the
president to discover the hidden history of the SA. This last
stand of transparency only confuses the matter more. It comes
across as desperate. What is
needed is a house cleaning,
fresh faces, and a focused and
unified SA.
The eagerness to engage the
school in a legal battle over
freeing the fees will start a several-year long conflict, with the
students and their money as
the casualties.
This issue alone has spurred
many to take an interest, but
still there is a lack of communication and student involve-

ment. Strict nomination regulations and delays of notice
have impeded some students
from being able take this issue
into their own hands.
Several Durham College director positions remain empty
with only one position facing
opposition in the election, and
the lack of Durham College student involvement is not new.
Election policy may have
been broken by not informing
the campus newspaper prior
to the nomination period, and
that lapse of information may
have affected the turnout of
nominees.
One student was disqualified
for submitting their nomination 15 minutes past the deadline.
With so much on the line,
the SA shouldn’t be nitpicking.
They shouldn’t be effectively
discouraging student involvement by making it harder to
participate.
They should be encouraging
change, but instead the same
players are playing again, some
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of them unopposed.
A look at the SA now shows
a board of unelected, appointed
members. Who are they truly
working for, the students or
their own hypothetical future
political careers?
Some credit can be given to
the SA for their efforts on the
U Pass issue. They attended
meetings and spoke for the
students, but one achievement
doesn’t excuse a year of secrecy
and conflict.
It’s time for students to take
interest and start paying attention.
Talk to the candidates, find
all sides, learn what they are
all about, and what they intend
to do if elected. Most of all, remember to vote. Only you can
make change happen.

Editor-In-Chief: Gerald Rose

Advertising Production Manager: Kevan F. Drinkwalter

Feature Editor: Ginny Colling

Photography Editor: Al Fournier

A

dvertising sales:

Jenna Abraham,
Sandi Bates, Kathryn Bean, Robert Biggar, Meghan
Bullock, Mike Burton, Meggan Camacho, Michelle
Cameron, Ed Castiblanco, Jillian Clarke, Sarah Cochrane,
Kayla Crawford, Catherine Demmer, Samantha Forster,
Courtney Holmes, Jason Ly, Kirstyn Matika, Lauren Mizgala,
Michelle Philpott, Vinh Phoxay, Hayley Reynolds, Shawnie
Schroetter, Sharon Tan, Madison Verscheun.

Ad Manager: Dawn Salter

Technical Production: Darren Fisher

Volume XLI, Issue 15

March 18, 2014
See COSPLAYS
on page 26

See UOIT on
page 9

@DCUOITChronicle

chronicle.durhamcollege.ca

Schools take on U Pass issue
Brad Andrews
The Chronicle

T

he fate of the U Pass has
been put in the hands of
students as a referendum
asks whether they want to keep
the transit pass. Both Durham
College and UOIT organized
the votes, which began Monday, March 10 and ended Friday, March 14, in response to
Durham Region Transit’s decision to increase the cost of the
U Pass 16 per cent a year for the
next three years.
Students are being asked
whether they want to keep the
U Pass or not and normally
the Student Association would
organize a referendum like tis
but has no role in the current
vote. Both schools have fee protocols, agreements mandated
by the provincial government
outlining conditions for how
they can increase ancillary fees,
like the U Pass, beyond a set
amount.
According to Meri Kim Oliver, vice-president of Student
Affairs at Durham College, the
conflict with the SA and the
nature of the U Pass increase
made this referendum a special
case. If a proposed increase to
the ancillary fees is more than
20 per cent it must automatically go to a referendum, usually organized by the SA.
“The U Pass isn’t increasing
by 20 per cent and it doesn’t increase the overall fees by 20 per
cent but because it’s so unusual, 16 per cent a year for three
years, we felt that the question
had to go back to the students,”
said Oliver. “We felt students
should A) be aware of it and B)
have an opportunity for input.”
Following roundtables the
college conducted with students, Oliver said some who
commute or pay for parking
passes had issues with being
forced to pay for the U Pass. For
those reasons and the overall

Brad Andrews

STUDENT VOTE: Beth Johnson, a first-year student in Durham College’s Special Event Planning program,
asking students to vote in the U Pass referendum. Students could vote online and volunteers like Johnson
carried tablets to help them to do so on campus.
48 per cent increase over three
years, Oliver said the school
decided to hold a vote.
To hold the referendum
without the SA, the Ministry of
Training, Colleges and Universities had to grant the college
permission to operate under a
special protocol for 2014 only.
UOIT operates under a different protocol so didn’t require
any special arrangement to
hold this referendum.
Baker Baha, vice-chair of the
SA board of directors, criticized
the referendum for limiting
how students could represent
their views.
According to him the schools

were giving legitimacy to the
increases rather than trying to
stop them for the sake of the
students.
“When the SA would do a
referendum it would be geared
more towards what the students wanted,” said Baha.
Baha said if the SA had organized the referendum, rather
than simple yes or no questions
regarding the future of the U
Pass, the students would be
given the option of saying they
want the U Pass while saying
the increase was too much.
The lack of notice prior to
the votes, one business day
according to Baha, was also a

problem. An email announcing the vote was only sent out
Wednesday, three days into the
referendum.
“I think this is a lazy process, when you just hand out
the information to students
and think they’re going to make
up their minds within a day instead of actively putting the information out there and having
the students debate on it for a
week or two,” said Baha.
“That’s how a referendum
works.”
Jeff Zukowski, a secondyear student in Durham’s marketing program and one of the
two student leaders hired to

organize the referendum, disagreed. He said they looked at
previous student votes and felt
announcing the referendum
a week in advance might help
get the information out but it
didn’t translate into people actually voting.
Zukowski prefers having
volunteers walking about the
campus, providing students
with the information and being
able to offer tablets for them to
vote right away or direct them
to voting stations around campus.

See U PASS on page 3

Simcoe building to be replaced

Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

S

teps are being taken, priorities are being set,
and Durham College is making the replacement of the Simcoe building its top priority as
part of its growth plan.
A press release on March 12 announced the plan
to replace the building, located on the west side of
Simcoe Street between Conlin Road and Commencement Drive, with a 124,000-square-foot, four-storey

building, to meet increasing demand for post-secondary education in the region.
The current 72,000-square-foot Simcoe building
was built in 1967 and served as one of the main structures when the college first opened. Today it houses
classrooms, a cafeteria, the Aboriginal centre and
Outreach Services.
“It’s lived its life cycle and needs to be replaced,”
said president of Durham College, Don Lovisa.
According to Lovisa, the new building will have
greater capacity for the future needs of the college
and it will get rid of an old building that would end

up costing the school in the long term.
“The use of our land has become so important, to
have a single-storey building on a piece of land just
doesn’t make any sense any more,” said Lovisa. “You
need to build multiple stories so you’re utilizing the
land better.”
Durham College is among the fastest-growing colleges in Ontario and projections continue to show
that. In 2013, the college achieved its enrolment target of 10,000 full-time students two years ahead of
schedule.

See OUT on page 2
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DC pres responds to censure
Alleges SA members have an agenda against him
Giorgio Berbatiotis
The Chronicle

The Student Association has
updated its website with information about the censure of
SA president Peter Chinweuba.
The censure occurred at a Feb.
13 emergency meeting, which
was called to address concerns
raised by students about a homophobic Facebook status
posted by a Nigerian national
and shared by the president,
who is a Nigerian citizen himself.

The letter of censure includes a laundry list of complaints against the current SA
president, although the SA did
not include any of the documents that were presented to
the board at the Feb. 13 meeting. Among the many accusations levied against the president are failure to show up for
work, excessive use of paid
vacation, issues related to HR,
and attempting to terminate a
senior employee unilaterally,
which Chinweuba has since
asserted was a reference to an

incident with new executive director Dina Skvirsky.
In a letter sent to the Chronicle, the Oshawa Express and
the Toronto Star, Chinweuba
made a series of allegations in
response to the letter of censure, which was released by the
SA via their website, on the first
day of the SA election process.
He defended himself from several of the accusations, and also
criticized current and former
members of the SA for having
an agenda against him, because
he has voiced opposition to the

Canadian Federation of Students and resisted accepting a
hardline approach to dealing
with the college and university,
such as litigation, in regards to
the fee issue.
Chinweuba accused vicechair Baker Baha, VP of university affairs Jeremy Baarbe and
former VP of university affairs
Jesse Cullen of working against
him to further their own political agenda, saying they have
been “pushing to join CFS.”
Chinweuba also asserted
that he was not responsible for

incurring the $18,000 in legal
fees referenced in the censure
letter as being used “for a personal matter”.
He claimed that new executive director Dina Skvirsky suggested he use the legal counsel, after he says, the matter at
hand was explained to him as
a threat from the institutions
over the fees issue.
Skvirsky has denied any inappropriate action towards
the president in the past, and
has refused to comment on the
most recent allegations.

Shane MacDonald

A MODERN BUILDING FOR A MODERN AGE: On March 12, Durham College announced plans to replace the Simcoe Building, located
on the west side of Simcoe Street, with a four-storey building, complete with underground parking.

Out with the old, in with the new
Continued from page 1

The new building would
help to meet space needs, allow
the creation of new innovative
learning environments, and
non-traditional
classrooms,
and address the issue of an aging building.
Spaces will be designed to
accommodate the needs of traditional and online, or hybrid,
methods of education with
spaces for third party and entrepreneurial opportunities.
“There is a large demand for
business, small and mediumsized businesses primarily, to
work with the college. This provides a little space to do that,”
said Lovisa.
The new building would also

include a credit transfer cen- demand too, so we want to see
“We want something more
tre to meet the demand of the the right office (to facilitate) prominent so students can sit
changing post-secondary edu- students who want to go on to and they can explore pathcation landscape.
ways,” said Lovisa.
“The province
This is the first
of Ontario inannouncement of
vested $74 milthe plan to replace
From the time we talked about the Centre for
lion over five
the Simcoe buildFood to the time we opened it was about 4 1/2
years into deing, and building
veloping
more
takes time. Conyears. It takes a long time to take a vision and
credit transfers
sultation from the
create it into something that is bricks and mortar.
between colleges
community, staff
and universities,
and students still
universities and
has to be done,
Don Lovisa
colleges, colleges
and that too, takes
and colleges, and
time.
universities and
“From the time
universities, making it easier other studies.”
we talked about the Centre for
for students to go in and out of
Currently, there is only one Food to the time we opened it
programs,” said Lovisa. “Our person responsible for credit was about 4 1/2 years. It takes
government has invested heav- transfers; the rest of the pro- a long time to take a vision and
ily in it and we see a growing cess is online.
create it into something that is

‘

’

bricks and mortar,” said Lovisa.
Thousands of hours went
into talking about the Centre
for Food and the same will happen for the Simcoe building.
“You only get a few shots to
build buildings,” said Lovisa.
“You want to make sure it’s
right, not right for today, but
right for tomorrow.”
Lovisa
says
discussion
around replacing the Simcoe
building is 25 years old, but no
concentrated plan was made,
as they’ve done now, making it
their top priority.
If the new building fulfils the
needs the college has, Lovisa
says it will put Durham College in a really good position to
“continue to do the great things
we’re doing now.”
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Arrest in
slaying
of DC
student

Blood drive returns to campus

Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

Reshanthy Vijayarajah

YOU WON’T FEEL A THING: Phlebotomist Sue Tylor collecting blood from UOIT student Rohan
Christachari from the Commerce and Accounting program.

An arrest has been made in
the murder of Durham College
Sports Administration student
Gaethan Kitadi. Last week Toronto police announced that
Shane Raheim Chandon, 20,
of Ajax, had been charged with
second-degree murder in the
murder of Kitadi.
Kitadi’s death occurred
during his 20th birthday celebrations Nov. 20 shortly after
midnight when several men entered his Upper Beaches apartment and were turned away.
Kitadi stopped the men from
entering the party and an altercation broke out in the apartment lobby when he was shot
in the back.

UOIT tuition too high: students
Brad Andrews
The Chronicle

A

funeral was held on campus last
week.
At least that’s what a student
group on campus wanted people to
think. On Jan. 22 the UOIT chapter of
Drop The Fees held a mock funeral procession for affordable education.
A small group of students carried a
wooden casket and played somber music as they made their way from the SA
clubs space through the several of the
university buildings. Braving temperatures as low as -25 C with the wind chill,
the procession ended outside the library
in the Polonsky Commons where a rendition of Amazing Grace was played,
followed by mock eulogies.
“We’re here to mark the death of affordable education, as now affordable
education has unfortunately become
out of reach for many middle- to lowerincome Ontarians across the province,”
said Jesse Cullen, an organizer of the
event and a current UOIT student.
According to Cullen, this is the first
time in the province’s history the government has provided less than 50 per
cent of funding for post-secondary education.
He also stated Ontario has the lowest funding per student with the highest on average tuition fees and levels of
student debt in Canada.
“It marks a sad day for me as an individual with a young family. Trying to
choose between daycare and how we’re
going to manage our schedules is not
something I’d want anyone to experience.”
Zach Leveque-Wilson, a Durham

Matthew Jordan

IN LOVING MEMORY...: SA VP Jeremy Baarbé (left) and Drop Tuition UOIT’s Jesse Cullen, hold a mock eulogy
for the death of affordable education. The SA, in conjunction with Drop Tuition UOIT, have campaigned for lower
tuition fees at UOIT. A coffin is laid beneath a tree in Polonsky Commons as a symbol of their campaign.
College student in the journalism program, was also among the eulogizers.
“I work 46 hours a week to go to
school 8 hours week. It’s a return on
an investment I don’t see,” said Wilson,
who felt his status as a college student
didn’t limit his involvement. “We’re all
students, standing in solidarity.”
Recently appointed vice-president of
university affairs for the Student Association, Jeremy Baarbé, also took part
in the eulogies but wasn’t the only student representative present.
Baker Baha, vice-chair of the board

of directors, and Ashley Bennett, vicepresident of college affairs, were also
part of the procession. Bennett said she
has friends attending UOIT and plans
on attending university after college.
“I don’t want to be one of those victims paying ridiculous tuition costs,”
she said.
The event ended at the Student Centre where the coffin was placed upon
a table and a condolences card set up
for students to sign. When asked about
the weather’s effect on the protest, Cullen said it was tough but they hadn’t

planned on a large procession.
“It doesn’t take a thousand people
at a protest or huge letter-writing campaign, it just takes a few people to start
raising awareness about these kind of
affordability and social justice issues,”
said Cullen.
According to statements available on
the UOIT website, a first year student
living in residence can expect to face
costs between $18,000 and $25,000.
That number increases to between
$30,000 to $36,000 for international
students living in residence.
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Unelected
Handmade glass art
SA
executive
for E.P.’s birthday
takes control
Giorgio Berbatiotis
and Matthew Jordan
The Chronicle

O

Dan Cearns

GLASS ART: John Layton creates glass animal figures using fire at E.P. Taylor’s bar during E.P. Taylor’s birthday celebration on Jan. 29. See page 21.

ngoing governance issues with the SA continued Jan. 29. Already
embattled by resignations, terminations, a fee freeze and a
reputation for poor transparency and accountability, the
SA faces a new challenge as the
newly appointed VP of university affairs, Jeremy Baarbé, and
board vice-chair Baker Baha,
are clashing with Student Association president Peter Chinweuba.
The scale of the internal
strife at the SA was evident
when Chinweuba was ejected
from the board meeting after
having his powers stripped the
day prior by the new, unelected, executive committee.
Vice-chair Baker Baha is
responsible for running the
meetings and personally ejected Chinweuba after an argument arose when the president
tried to speak on issues related
to a recent transfer of his powers to the unelected VPs by the
executive committee on which
they sit.
Chinweuba was ejected
from the meeting following a
three-strike rule carried out by
Baha. Chinweuba made it clear

before the meeting that it was
time to inform students of the
SA’s internal strife. He had intended to discuss the executive
committee meeting publicly.
At the meeting, he revealed
the unelected VPs had stripped
him of his powers, but he was
interrupted several times by
Baarbé when he broached the
subject.
“Peter was supposed to talk
about his monthly report when
we opened up,” said Baha.
“He was supposed to give his
monthly report from December, but he kept bringing up
confidential matters to the
public, and when he started
screaming out loud, I didn’t
want any board members being
intimidated.”
Chinweuba said he had given his December report at the
previous board meeting, and
that he was to deliver his January report that day. The Chronicle could not confirm whether
he had or not, as the December
board minutes have been omitted from the SA’s archives.
“I think students should
know about some stuff, but
there’s some stuff that are legal
issues,” said Baha. “In general,
there is some stuff to come out
to the public, and we’re going
to have a press release too by
the executive committee soon.”

See POLITICAL on page 3

New SA director hired for DC
Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

T

he Student Association has appointed Mikki Decker, a student
in the Child and Youth Worker
program, to the long vacant Durham
College director position.
“I’m here because I truly and honestly believe in the student life experience
and it’s very important to me as a student and as an advocate on many different committees that I am a part of,” said
Decker in her nomination speech. “I’m
here to make a difference like everyone
else.”
Decker is highly involved in student
life and extra curricular activities.
“I’m literally involved in everything

and anything on campus,” said Decker.
She has four jobs, two on campus,
holds seven volunteer positions and is
set to film a documentary with ex-NHL
player Sheldon Kennedy about sexual
abuse, a topic dear to Decker.
After her first meeting, in which the
president of the SA Peter Chinweuba
was ejected, Decker thinks she can help
move the SA in a more positive direction.
“I could potentially add a little bit
more positivity and more direction
moving forward to a safe and comfortable environment for the SA, students,
the student life experience and working with the institutions again,” said
Decker. “It’s really sad to hear that the
institutions and the SA are no longer
working together, and I think it’s really

important that they do work together.”
Decker says her personal and school
experiences have made her a patient
and understanding individual, and she
hopes to help others in the SA accomplish that as well.
“Let’s really get behind the issues,”
said Decker. “I could potentially help
some people do that and not pick sides
or not play the good cop/bad cop but really just be a mediator. Trying to move
forward instead of fight.”
Decker admits she is not a political
person but she is willing to learn and
says her extensive student involvement
will offer a unique perspective.
“I think that’s why I have something
else to offer,” said Decker. “I’m not coming here with a power struggle, I’m not
here to take control. I’m just here to

help the student life. It’s not even about
the politics or the tuition fees and all
that. My concern is about getting the
SA back to the institutions and getting
students circulating through both in a
healthy manner.”
Decker graduates in April and will
only be able to hold her director position for three months.
“I just want to get my voice out and
get my opinions out there in terms of
what I’ve been a part of and what I feel
is really important in getting that voice
heard. I don’t know if I will be able to
create change within three months. I
think that’s a high expectation I might
not be able to meet,” said Decker.
She continued, “I just want to make
as much change as I can with the time
remaining.”
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Students
vote on
the U Pass
referendum
Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

Between the hustle and bustle of the regular school week,
students took time out to have
their say on the U Pass over social media, online voting and
in vendor’s alley in front of the
computer commons at a voting
station setup by student volunteers.
The U Pass, included in students’ ancillary fees, costs $77
and is increasing 16 per cent per
year for the next three years.
The referendum was held to determine if students would like
to keep the pass next year despite the increase, or abolish it.
The 16 per cent increase means
that in September 2014 the U
Pass will cost $89, in September 2015 it will be $103, and in
2016 it will be $120.
A steady flow of students
stopped by the voting station to
cast their vote, Chantel Curry,
a student in Broadcasting for
Contemporary Media, uses the
bus every day to get to school
and travel to friend’s houses.
“I voted yes because I think
it is really beneficial for a lot of
people who live far away. You
don’t have to spend that extra
three dollars or extra four dollars to get on the bus,” said
Curry.
Money is definitely a factor
for students. Some who drive
don’t feel they should pay for a
service they don’t use, and currently there is no way to opt out
of the U Pass.
“I said no because I’m broke
and most students are (too),”
said Melanie Neil, a student in
Practical Nursing who drives to
school.
For others, the money
doesn’t really seem to bother
them. James Barker, also in the
Practical Nursing program, and
a driver voted to keep the pass.
Many students depend on
the bus to get around and without the U Pass life would become much more difficult. Michelle Williams, an Advanced
Law Clerk student, said she
uses the pass for everything,
not just to get to school.
“I think we still get it at a
great rate, if we were to get
the U Pass outside our tuition, it would cost us triple the
amount, so a slight increase is
OK with me. It’s still a lot better than the alternative,” said
Williams.
“If there weren’t a U Pass I
wouldn’t have the same flexibility I do now. It’s expensive
to travel to and from school.
There’d probably be less chance
of me coming to school every
day.”
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FIRST returns to UOIT
Ryan Verrydt
The Chronicle

Teams from Canada and
the United States were at the
Campus Recreation and Wellness Centre March 6-8 competing for a spot in the world
championships.
The For Inspiration and
Recognition of Science and
Technology (FIRST) competition pits teams of three
against each other in a passand-shoot style game.
Of the 48 teams at the event
from Ontario, Quebec, Alberta, New York, and Michigan,
the all-Ontario alliance of Paradigm Shift, W.A.F.F.L.E.S.,
and The Big Bang emerged
victorious.
The practice matches started on March 6 with teams
fine-tuning and tweaking their
robots before qualifying began
the next day.
Teams were back at the
CRWC early on March 7.
Opening ceremonies kicked
the day off at 8 a.m. with
speeches from members of
F.I.R.S.T. Robotics Canada,
Durham College president
Don Lovisa and Dr. Tarlochan
Sidhu, the dean of UOIT’s
faculty of engineering and applied sciences.
“Science and math and
engineering mean fun,” said
Sidhu as students cheered and
applauded.
Qualifying matches went
on throughout the day and
into the morning on March 8
as teams tried to pass the ball
and shoot it into the six-foot
high goals in order to score
points during the two and a
half minute match.
The more passes, or assists, a team made before they
scored, the more points they
earned.
Teams then had about 15
minutes to select their allianc-

Ryan Verrydt

ROBOTS: Members of team number 3387, Les Aigles d’or, from Montreal,
Quebec work on their robot during the qualifying matches on March 7 at the
CRWC. The team has students from Ecole Honore-Mercier and Youth Fusion.
es for the best two out of three
elimination rounds.
The eventual champion alliance won their quarter-final
and semi-final matches without needing the third game.
In the finals, the losing
team started with only two
robots on the court because
of a malfunction. The match
would end in a 147-60 score
for the champion alliance.
Even in the second game,
with the opposing team having all three robots, the champions won 79-57 and booked
their spot in the world cham-

pionships.
After a quick tear-down of
the court, the closing ceremonies started and the champions were crowned. They were
not the only award winners
though.
Judges were walking round
throughout the two days of
competition, assessing and
awarding teams for innovation, teamwork, spirit and
professionalism.
Team number 781, the Kinetic Knights, from Kincardine, Ont. won the Regional
Chairman’s Award for their

work within the community.
The Knights organization is recognized as a charity by the Canadian Revenue
Agency and they work hard in
their community, not to build
award-winning robots, but to
“set your potential in motion.”
The event ended with a video and poem showing how the
Knights were struggling and
on the verge of collapse, as
there wasn’t enough interest.
They went out in their community, got more members
and now have about 50 students as part of their teams.
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Childcare Centre has new home
Different
location,
same great
service
Sinead Fegan
The Chronicle

The Campus Childcare Centre has moved to a new location
on Simcoe Street.
Durham College once had
a lab school, which was called
the Early Learning Centre. Due
to unfortunate circumstances
they had to close the lab school,
at which point the centre is now
run by a not-for-profit board,
the Campus Childcare Centre.
However, the university is still
associated with the centre.
The centre was located at
Campus Corners, near Shoppers Drug Mart. With concerns
about the location opening directly into a parking lot, staff
were worried about the safety
of the children.
Since the centre’s mandate is
to serve the students first, they
chose a new location that has
access to both the north and
downtown campus, centrally

Sinead Fegan

PAINTING WITH DINOSAURS: Little Graham Barker takes time out of his day to
make dinosaur art at the Campus Childcare Centre.
located to both. The move took
place over the March 29 weekend and opened to the children
April 2.
The centre is open 12 months

of the year 6:30 a.m. to 6:30
p.m. and is run by a play-based
program that works on three
different areas of development,
cognitive, psychosocial and

physical. Throughout the day
the children have learning activities that focus on every aspect, such as science, math and
language.

“We still follow an older philosophy of childcare,” explained
Carrieann Knapp, supervisor of
the centre. “It’s like a cognitiveinteractive approach of playbased learning, which makes
us unique.”
The children are outside an
hour in the morning and an
hour in the afternoon. They
also have a cook on premises so
the children receive hot homemade lunches. The centre is
nut-free and does not serve
ham or beef, partially for health
and ethnic reasons.
For parents attending school
it can be very hard to get their
child to kindergarten and find
before and after care for the
them, as some schools are half
day or every other day. As a result of this the Childcare Centre
also offers an alternate to JK
and SK, which is equivalent to
that of the school board. Knapp
said they follow the same outcomes.
At peak periods, such as
mid-term or finals, the centre
tries to have at least one night
during the week whern they
have, for example, movie night
where the children can come so
that parents can have time to
study.
“The teachers that are here
now are people that really want
to be here,” said Knapp. “They
are dedicated and have a true
passion for what they do.”

DC and Rogers TV join forces
Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

Students in the Durham College Journalism program have
a uniquely valuable opportunity at the Rogers TV studio in
Oshawa.
Neil McArtney, producer
at Rogers TV, and the journalism program have created cooperation between the school
and the station for students to
take advantage of. Students in
the third year of the journalism
program produce feature stories for the Rogers TV program
My Community Is Durham, the
most watched show on Rogers
Cable.
The journalism program has
also sent students to the studio
for hands-on experience in the
past. This co-operation and use
of student-created, community-orientated programming
gives students the opportunity
to create studio quality work
and have it seen by a real audience.
Rogers and Durham College
began their co-operation about
6 years ago. The original ambassadors of the program have
since moved on and new representatives have upheld the
relationship. McArtney began

working at the Rogers studio
in Oshawa two years ago after
working and living around the
world at broadcasters like CBC
and Global, and has had experience in many facets of the
broadcast industry.
“It is an outstanding opportunity for students to have
their work broadcast in the real
world,” says McArtney.
My Community Is Durham
is a feature-y feel good kind of
show that airs every two weeks
on Fridays at 5 p.m. Brian
Legree, a journalism professor
at Durham College who helped
in the creation of the Rogers/
DC relationship, says he is very
excited about this opportunity
for our students to show the
greater community of Durham
what they are capable of doing
and tell some of the great stories that exist in Durham.”
Phil Raby, co-ordinator of
the Broadcasting for Contemporary Media program, says
Roger’s use of student-created
content is invaluable to students because “before students
graduate they can put it on their
resume,” and that is the goal of
the co-operation – to give students a chance to do hands-on
portfolio building.
McArtney says the student
contributions have benefited

his show because it gives it a
younger perspective. “It gives
that student a voice to give
someone else a voice,” says
McArtney.
He says he has stressed
with Danielle Harder, a thirdyear journalism professor, and
Legree that the work students
submit has to be up to industry
standards.
“There has to be levels of
production value,” says McArtney. “There are standards for
what gets to air. If the student
understands the benefit and
opportunity that they are being
given, then, in turn, they have
to do the work to get their piece
on the air. If I think they’ve
done a half-assed job it ain’t
going to go because I’m not going to give this opportunity to
students that really don’t have
a passion for it. If you do not
show initiative, if you do not
show passion, if you do not
show that you are learning, it’s
not going to happen. “
McArtney says a producer
like himself with 30 years plus
of experience in the industry
has expertise that is invaluable
to students who want to build a
better story.
“I am a teacher outside of the
classroom in the real world,”
says McArtney.

Shane MacDonald

A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY: Neil McArtney, producer of
My Community is Durham, ready to give journalism
students real-world experience.
McArtney says Durham College journalism students don’t
understand the opportunity
they have – an opportunity that
other j-schools such as Ryerson

University wish they had.
“Durham College has a very
unique opportunity to have
their students work be seen a
real audience,” says McArtney.
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Beloved Barbara Bryan sadly says ‘bye’
Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

Barbara Bryan, co-ordinator
of outreach services, has tendered her resignation. She has
had a long and illustrious career since she began volunteering at the school in 2007 but
now she is moving on.
Bryan was unavailable for an
in-person interview but did answer a few questions via email,
stating, “I would actually rather
not have an interview as it’s actually turning out that I am being greatly affected emotionally
by leaving the position.”
Despite no in-person interview, Bryan was very accommodating to questions about
her career and accomplishments at the school.
Since her beginning as a
volunteer at the Women’s Centre in 2007 Bryan has accomplished a lot and started many
initiatives.
Under Bryan the Outreach
Services saw the creation of the
LGBTQ Centre and the consolidation of other centres under
one roof, such as the Women’s
Centre, Sexual Health Resource
Centre, LGBTQ Centre and the
Campus Food Bank. Bryan also
initiated the Trick or Eat food
drive during Halloween.
When Bryan transferred to
UOIT from Carleton University
she wanted to get involved and
feel a connection to her campus. She looked for things she
was interested in, like the Pride

Shane MacDonald

BYE BYE BARBARA: Charles Demunda of the Social Service Worker program, hugging
Barbara Bryan, co-ordinator of Outreach Services, in the Outreach Services office of the
Simcoe Building after hearing news of her resignation.
club, and when the Campus
Food Bank and Women’s Centre opened in 2007 she jumped
right in. She felt these clubs
reflected her values and were
meaningful.
“I have always been interested in women’s rights. My
dad raised me and I saw a stark
difference between the way my
male cousins were treated compared to the way I was treated.
My dad always told me I could
do whatever I wanted and I tru-

ly believed that. Until I started
seeing the different treatment
between women and men, and
that never sat right with me. So
with my education and observation and experience in life,
joining a women’s centre was
probably inevitable. I have always had a strong sense of justice and principles about what
I believe is right and wrong.
I have always thought it was
wrong that anybody has to go
to bed hungry or be abused,

period. So joining a place that
worked against those things
was awesome for me.”
Through her proactivity as a
volunteer she was given more
and more opportunities, and
eventually when the former coordinator of Outreach Services
left, she applied and got the job.
She is leaving Outreach services to go to India for what she
says is a “pure desire to experience a very different culture
and challenge myself by being

in a different country.”
She says when she leaves for
India she will miss the students
the most.
“I have so much fun working
with the students. They definitely keep me motivated. And
when I am working with students and it’s about something
that is not so fun, seeing the
growth and change and how
much students can overcome
is so rewarding and inspiring
for me. Also my co-workers are
phenomenal, and I will miss
them tons too.”
There were some rumours
that the reason Bryan was
leaving to go to India was for
a humanitarian mission but
she says that isn’t entirely it.
Although she hasn’t signed up
for any specific volunteering,
she does plan on doing farming
with the World Organization of
Organic Farming. She also says
she knows of an orphanage for
little girls she can volunteer at.
“Part of what I am doing
while there is learning to let
go and not having to control
everything that happens in my
life, and so I expect that I will
be volunteering because it’s so
ingrained in me to do so, but
I am not planning it ahead of
time. I am going to India for my
health... to take the opportunity
to practice yoga every day and
eat healthier while giving myself the opportunity to learn to
deal with stress more effectively. I have always wanted to do
something like this.”

ASA helping students connect and learn
Venessa Whitelock
The Chronicle

The African Student Association (ASA) of UOIT and
Durham College has officially
started. The idea for ASA is to
create a sense of diversity and
belonging on the campus.
The association assists students to have a comfortable
transition into their post- secondary education, whether
students are local residents or
from other countries. All students are welcome to join the
association.
ASA president Mofiyinfouiua Badmos, a second year
UOIT Forensic Psychology student, explained at the beginning of the ASA official meet
and greet that the purpose of
the ASA is to create a sense of
belonging and family amongst
both domestic and international African student at UOIT/ DC
campus.
“We plan to assist with a
comfortable transition into
university life and (Canada) for
both domestic and international African students in UOIT/
DC. This will achieve by creat-

Venessa Whitelock

THE EXECUTIVES: African Student Association representatives (left) Chimobin Aroh,
Mofiyinfouiua Badmos, Torisemugbone Ikomi, Olutope Omole, and Joseph Tuhji Balogun.
ing awareness and reaching out
to students through social media and school activities,” she
said.
There were more than thirty

students in attendance. The
team started the night by allowing the students to introduce
themselves and say where they
are from. It was a room full of

diversity with students from
Jamaica, Gahanna, Somalia,
and all over the globe.
“What I am looking forward
to from the ASA is to get to-

gether as students in the college and the university. I want
them to be able to help us develop a friendship and a bond
we all can use,” said Analisa
Badu, first year Broadcast for
Contemporary Media student.
The ASA will be planning
many events around school this
year such as fashion show, and
a Mama Africa show where students come and display what
area of Africa they are from,
well as a games day and many
more.
Even though there will be
many students that are not
from Africa in the association,
everyone is welcome.
“I just talk to people make
people feel comfortable, because I know everyone is different in their own special way, so
just to celebrate diversity and
have fun. Bringing together
different diversity around the
school, and presenting their
culture. We want to create
awareness,” Badmos explained.
Some students are looking
for the connection, some like
having a student mentor that
can help them learn and understand the history that makes
their experience unique.
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Maple Leaf moustache fans
Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

Every Tuesday this month
students will find the vendors
alley a little more blue and
hairy than usual, thanks to the
Maple Leaf Moustache Madness fundraising event.
Students from the entrepreneur and small business
program were given a project
to create a small business and
they chose the non-for-profit
side of things.
Starting Nov. 5, a group of
students will hold a fundraising raffle to win an authentic
signed Toronto Maple Leaf
Bobby Baun jersey and a signed
Oshawa Generals Josh Brown
jersey every Tuesday from noon
to 2 p.m. outside the computer
commons. Raffle tickets are being sold throughout the month
and on Nov. 29 the winning
ticket holder will become the
owner of a signed Bobby Baun
jersey. People who submit

Get a
swabbin’
Jesse
Harrison-Kish
The Chronicle

Shane MacDonald

MOUSTACHE FANS: Sarah Nickelson, Kyle Ritter, Alex Bradbury, Yam Jiang, and
Nicholas Baun band together to raise funds for prostate cancer research.
their Movember ‘staches to the
Maple Leaf Moustache Madness Facebook page can win

a signed Josh Brown jersey if
their ‘stache gets the most likes.
Maple Leaf Moustache Mad-

ness is hoping to raise $1,000
for prostate cancer research
during this Movember season.

More Movember madness
Rebecca Watson
The Chronicle

Movember is about growing
a mustache to raise funds for
prostate cancer. Brandon Romanchuk has re-launched his
Oshawa based clothing line in
support of this cause. Taking
on the internationally known
mustache theme, the creator of
the Gentlemen’s Draft clothing
line has taken Movember into a
different direction.
Romanchuk is a third year
graphic design student at Durham College. One day a few
years ago he created a logo for
a made-up beer called Gentlemen’s Draught. Using a mustache, he toyed around with
different designs until he decided on one he liked. It was all
for fun. He made a few prints
and received positive feedback
from friends and classmates.
Some suggested the design would look good on a
T-shirt too, so he tried it out.
He changed the name from
Gentlemen’s Draught (beer),
to Gentlemen’s Draft (picking
a first choice), and printed a
few shirts. He sold them online
and got excellent reviews from
buyers. Romanchuk realized he
might be able to push the idea a
lot further.
By the end of Octtober 2012,
it was only logical to kick-start
major advertising in November
with Movember. Initially $1
from every item went to Prostate Cancer Canada. Romanchuck shortly changed the donation to $2.
“We didn’t want to be
greedy,” he says. “We don’t
want to be a typical company
that gives only to themselves.”

Campus

Rebecca Watson

MOUSTACHE MEN: Rob Lockhart and Steve Lockhart,
owners of Gentlemen’s Draft clothing line, show their mustache spirit at the relaunch of Gentlemen’s Draft on
November 2.
Through
word-of-mouth
only, via Facebook, online sales
started coming in from Newfoundland to Vancouver.
Romanchuck advanced his
T-shirt line by adding long
sleeves and sweaters but sales
started to decrease. He didn’t
have the time or money to keep
up with the demand and, seeing
as he ran the business alone, it
got put on hold.
“I loved the design and it
just went viral,” says Lori Lock-

hart, Romanchuck’s mother.
“I was sad he stepped back but
between school and work, the
business got hectic.”
A few months later his uncle, Steve Lockhart, and cousin,
Rob Lockhart, offered to help.
Knowing the potential of the
business, Rob put up $1,000 to
help kick-start some inventory.
“I had a sweater from the
previous batch and people always came up to me in the
mall asking ‘Where did you get

that,’” said Rob Lockhart.
He printed flyers and posters while Romanchuck’s uncle
marketed to potential buyers.
He got the annual country music festival Boots And Hearts
interested in selling Gentlemen’s Draft at last year’s event
but Romanchuck just wasn’t
ready. A shortage of inventory
disallowed any big projects at
the time.
Today, business is going
well. The team wants to expand
with beanies and onesies but
Romanchuck says those things
take time. They’ve decided to
stick to T-shirts and sweaters
but continue to use only top
quality materials.
“I haven’t found anything
we’ve cheapened out on yet,”
said Romanchuck. “When you
start a business you don’t want
to buy something that won’t
sell.”
The three men would like to
see Gentlemen’s Draft in bigbox stores like Boathouse. Rob
says his friend Carl Guzman,
a defenseman on the Toronto
Maple Leafs, will be sporting
a Gentlemen’s Draft shirt and
maybe end up getting the team
involved.
Herbal One had a grand
opening in Oshawa on Nov. 2
where the Gentlemen’s Draft
team held a re-launch of their
clothing line. Romanchuck’s
mother owns the health store
and because $2 from each Gentlemen’s Draft purchase goes to
cancer research she figured the
two could work together.
Tattoo parlors and a paintball store have also shown
interest in carrying Romanchuck’s designs, according to
Romanchuck.

Get Swabbed. If not
you, then who? If not now,
than when?
These are the slogans
that came to life when
Kingston high school student Mackenzie Curran
was diagnosed with MDS
(Myelodysplastic
Syndrome), a disorder that
prevents the body’s bone
marrow from producing enough healthy blood
cells.
Local high school students rallied with fundraisers and clinics to raise
money for the aspiring
basketball athlete, as well
as to try to find a donor for
her. In fact, even the nearby universities joined the
cause, including Queen’s.
Unfortunately,
while
many universities have
been doing events like
these for years now, since
before Curran’s case hit
the media, not enough
people are aware of the
problem, and not enough
schools are taking part.
The
number
one
sought-after donors are
young males between the
ages of 17 and 35 the average age of college and university students.
On Feb. 12, Durham
College will be holding its
very own Get Swabbed
event, and students should
feel free to participate. It’s
as simple as a questionnaire and a cheek swab.

Graduate
portraits
Katrina Owens
The Chronicle

Through Nov. 25 to 28,
Durham College students
can get their graduation
photo taken in the Campus
Club Lounge.
Studio Nostalgia will be
taking photos from 1 p.m.
until 6 p.m., Nov. 26 9
a.m. until 6 p.m., Nov. 27
and 28 9 a.m. until 6 p.m.,
and on Nov. 29th from 9
a.m. until 3 p.m.
Students should schedule an online appointment
at
www.mygradphotos.
com before coming to
the photo sessions. They
should also bring valid
student ID card as well as
a $10 cash deposit which
is mandatory for those
getting photos done.
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Online petition to
renovate Genosha
Student
proposes UOIT
facility at hotel
Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

A dining room, a stock brokerage, a radio station, a strip club, a nightclub, a tavern, a boarding house, and now, maybe a
UOIT facility?
Oshawa resident and five-year UOIT
student, Bjoern Wolkmann, walks by the
Genosha hotel every day and has decided to
take action.

A petition has popped up on Change.
org, the “largest petition platform” in the
world, to renovate the Genosha hotel located in downtown Oshawa into a UOIT
facility.
Wolkmann started the petition
as part of an assignment to change
the world via political means for his
political science class.
The hotel, built in 1929 and a
designated heritage site, is located at Mary
and King Street and has been vacant for
some time now.
This isn’t the first time the
Genosha has been considered as a UOIT
facility. As recently as April 2010
UOIT was reported as acquiring the
Genosha’s
basement
for
their
psychology department but the plan was
never followed through.
The petition put forward to renovate
the Genosha is still in its infancy
but it breathes new life into the
debate over what the future of the
hotel may be.
One
Durham
College
student,
Jess
Murray,
a
member of the Canadian
Students for Sensible Drug Policy
club on campus, had this to say:
“Turning this building into a
UOIT facility, preferably a student
residence would have a number
of positive impacts. It would draw
more students, who are the source
of Oshawa’s economy, to UOIT,
therefore benefiting the local businesses.
The
restaurants
across
the street from the Genosha
Hotel never last longer than a few
months and I believe this would
help these businesses.”
Mayor John Henry says
the owners of Genosha are
probably counting on the
redevelopment
and
excitement
surrounding
Oshawa’s
downtown to bring in new
buyers
who
might
show
interest in the building.
“The big problem that we
have with the Genosha is the
building is privately owned,
the bills are paid, so the
property taxes are paid. As
long as the owner of that
property continues to pay his
bills and pay his taxes and keeps
the building in relatively good
shape, as where it is right now –
minimum standards, then we
don’t have much power,”
He also noted that vacant lots
pay less in taxes than an occupied
lot.
“If the private sector cannot
make the project work, then the
public sector will never make it
work,” said Mayor Henry.
An
Oshawa
downtown that is becoming more
accommodating to students,
with
new
UOIT
facilities
popping up all over and a growing
student population, changes the
priorities of new development.
What do you see in the
future
for
Oshawa’s
downtown?
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New dean takes the helm
Rebecca Watson
The Chronicle

Wind drives the ocean, and
the temperature of the ocean’s
surface affects the temperature of the atmosphere. The
atmosphere then directly influences the growth of nutrients
(algae) in the water. Small fish
eat the algae, bigger fish eat the
smaller fish, and the food chain
continues. Greg Crawford, an
oceanographer and limnologist (studying inland waters),
says it’s important to monitor
and measure bodies of water so
we can better understand and
manage the environment. Like
the weather network, Crawford
describes this type of research
as ‘the weather of the ocean’.
“[It’s] great for navigation,
for safety, for helping understand plankton bloom and red
tides,” said Crawford in a telephone interview. “There’s a lot
of promise for application of
this stuff.”
Passionate is one way to
describe Crawford, the newly
appointed dean of the Faculty
of Science at UOIT, who takes
the helm July 1. For over 30
years he has studied oceans
and lakes, out of both professional and personal interest.
Having already been a dean
of Science and Technology at
Vancouver Island University,
and interim associate dean of
Marine Sciences at Humboldt
State University, Crawford’s
resume shows a high level of
professional experience that
could attract the interest of

Photo provided by: UOIT Communications

THE NEW DEAN: Greg Crawford, the newly appointed dean of the Faculty of Science at UOIT, who starts July 1.
many schools. However, it was
Dr. Crawford that sought out
UOIT.
His main goal was to find
a place where he could bring
something to the table, and
would also be interesting to
him. He considered different
schools, but says the technology
assisted learning within UOIT
stood out. Crawford describes
it as cutting-edge integration
of technology in the classroom.
Impressed with what UOIT
has done to improve student
engagement, and the focus on
technological advancement, he
thought it would be a good fit.
“UOIT is in a maturing process, now starting to shape
what it’s going to be,” says Dr.

Crawford. “[This role] attracted
me because I think I can bring
an outside perspective on how
to do that.”
Having been on many research expeditions, including
a research cruise in the 1980s
aboard the U.S. Navy’s deepestdiving submarine, Crawford’s
hands-on experience is impressive.
“The University of Ontario
Institute of Technology is excited to have such a unique and
distinguished Canadian scientist lead the Faculty of Science,”
said Deborah Saucier, UOIT
Provost and Vice-President,
Academic, in a UOIT media
release. “The search committee was highly impressed with

Dr. Crawford’s track record in
higher education, his ability to
attract research funding and
his commitment in establishing
connections with the community to get young people interested in scientific disciplines.
He will be a tremendous leader
for our dynamic faculty and a
great ambassador for our university.”
Crawford got his B.Sc. and
Master’s of Science in physics
from the University of Victoria.
He went on to earn his PhD in
oceanography from the University of British Columbia and a
Master’s degree in Public Administration from California
State University.
During completion of his

undergrad at the University of
Victoria, Crawford attended a
physics conference in Kingston
organized by students. It was
such a great experience for him
and his colleagues they figured
they could hold one at their
university, so they did. He enjoyed every part of organizing
and making it happen, and says
that’s when the light bulb went
off. He knew then he liked to
help others.
“I like to help people feel
and be successful. I’ve known
for a long time the part of my
personality that supports good
things for others,” says Crawford. “I still love teaching, I still
love research, but at this particular point, I’m finding a lot of
satisfaction in actually helping
others be successful.”
A current resident of British
Columbia, most of Crawford’s
initial work at UOIT will be
meeting with staff and faculty,
other deans, community members, and government agencies,
to build active relationships.
One of the first things on his
agenda as dean is addressing
space limitations. He wants to
help create bigger facilities and
find places off campus that will
help provide more opportunities for advancement of scientific research.
In a few months, Crawford
will leave Nanaimo, B.C., but
says life these days is all about
career changes and continually
looking toward new advancements. He looks forward to
helping shape students and faculty, and is excited for his role
at UOIT this spring.

Roundabout delayed until June
Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

Students who are commuting to school from the west
should continue looking for alternative routes as the Conlin
and Thornton Road intersection roundabout completion
date has been delayed to June
2014.
The former four-way-stop
intersection was closed midOctober 2013 for construction
of the roundabout, sidewalks,
streetlights, ditches and storm
sewers.
The city of Oshawa’s website
explains the delay on its service
update page.
“Every effort was made to
have the roundabout functional
for this winter. However, since
concrete curb and gutters and
asphalt paving could not be
completed under favourable
weather conditions without affecting its quality, the roundabout opening has been deferred to spring of 2014.”
Students travelling to the
north Oshawa Durham College
and UOIT campus are advised
to use either Taunton Road or

Shane MacDonald

CONSTRUCTION NOT UNDERWAY: A road sign on its side near the ConlinThornton intersection where roundabout completion has been delayed from
December to June.
Winchester Road as an east/
west alternative. Stevenson
Road is also open to those travelling north/south from campus.
Roundabouts, a relatively
new idea in North America,
have proven to be the safer al-

ternative to traditional intersections. According to Transportation Canada, after the installation of a roundabout total
crashes can be reduced by 35
per cent and crashes resulting
in injury by 75 per cent.
The elimination of stopping

for a traffic light improves the
flow of traffic and significantly
reduces if not completely gets
rid of head-on and T-bone collisions.
Some other interesting benefits of a roundabout include
fuel savings and emissions cut-

backs. They are even quieter
than regular intersections because of the continual flow of
traffic.
Andrew Finnie, a student in
the Entrepreneurship program,
is no stranger to roundabouts.
He has driven in them in Alberta and in France.
“I’m 100 per cent pro at
roundabouts,” says Finnie.
Another Durham College
student, Wayne from the Practical Nursing program, takes
Conlin Road to school because
“there are a lot fewer stoplights
on Conlin Road,” and the construction of the roundabout has
“added about 10 minutes,” to
his commute.
“It’s worth, it I guess. I’m
hoping that it will make it
quicker,” says Wayne.
Despite the proven safety
benefits of roundabouts, Wayne
thinks the number of accidents
will rise once the roundabout
is completed because people
aren’t used to it.
“Maybe they could make it a
part of your G2. Demonstrate
you know how to use a roundabout and that would help to
mitigate that.”
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More money, more problems

Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

The return of school means
the return of financial issues.
The Financial Aid Centre at
Durham College helps students
finance their education through
different programs such as
OSAP, scholarships, awards,
work programs, and bursaries.
Chris Rocha, director of the
Financial Aid Centre, says students have a variety of financial
opportunities.
“About 47 per cent of our
students get financial aid,” says
Rocha, “and across the system
in the province, it is around 50
per cent of students at college
level that get some form of financial aid.”
The Financial Aid Centre visits high schools in the area and
gives general finance presentations. They attend the first-year
open houses in both March and
November where Rocha gives
presentations personally.
Once the school year starts,
Financial Aid runs workshops
on a number of topics to help
students better understand
their finances. The OSAP 101
workshop runs throughout
September to educate those
who are considering OSAP,
while Staying On Top, starting in October, talks “about
budgeting and managing your
money,” says Rocha. “The
workshops we offer are for anybody. You don’t have to be on
OSAP to come to a workshop.
We are dealing with a wide variety of students, so we try and
touch on everything.”
The topic of the Show Me
The Money workshop is the student financial aid profile, which

Shane MacDonald

AIDING WITH FINANCES: Representative Autumn Cassar helping a student at the Financial Aid Centre.
helps the centre better understand each student’s needs. The
profile is a way for students to
apply for every service and program that may be available to
them in one place.
“Rather than having a lot of
different applications throughout the year like a lot of schools,
we decided a few years ago that
your finances and your needs
are the same throughout the
year, regardless of what you’re
looking at. So let’s build one

place where we capture that
at the beginning of the school
year,” said Rocha.
The student financial aid
profile can determine if students qualify for services other
than OSAP, like the work-study
program. The work-study provides jobs on campus that are
supported through the Financial Aid department. “We solicit jobs on campus and the
employer puts in a job request,
and the students salary is paid

through our financial aid program,” says Rocha.
The school’s ancillary services all hire students from the
work/study program.
Rocha says the Financial Aid
program gives out “over a million dollars in institutional bursaries each year” and over $30
million in financial aid government loans and grants.
“Believe it or not, but we
have awards that we don’t
give out,” says Rocha. Despite

Jobs are on offer for students

Rebecca Watson
The Chronicle

Looking for a job just got
easier.
This year’s part-time job fair
offered an assortment of 10 onand-off campus employers for
the picking. On Sept. 6, in front
of the computer commons,
DC/UOIT students gathered
around the tables of employers from around Durham Region. Each employer specifically caters to flexible hours, a
fun learning environment, and
innovative ways to get work
experience. All positions showcased are geared to working
with students to find a suitable
part-time job and maybe even
something long term.
“Students are able to focus
on school and come work with
us on their holidays, or they
can stay on the program for the
duration of their studies and
can apply for permanent positions once they graduate,” said
Mary Cicciarella, HR manager
at Costco.

Rebecca Watson

LOOKING FOR WORK: Sahir Parmar, Mechanical Engineering student at UOIT, takes notes at the job fair.
As one of the newest additions to Oshawa, Costco aims
to hire students through their
college student retention pro-

gram. The program helps students work around their timetable to provide a flexible work
schedule.

Other off-campus employment opportunities showcased
were the Boys and Girls Club,
Danier Leather, 360 Incentives
and Mark’s Work Wearhouse.
All of the employers offer flexible hours and full-time opportunities.
“We hire seasonal but have
definitely hired full-time people out of the student hires,”
said Zamin Lawrence, store operator for Mark’s Work Wearhouse.
On-campus employers also
had job openings in the food
and student service areas. With
Aramark opening three new
Tim Hortons since coming to
DC three years ago, Michael
Woods, retail manager for Aramark on campus, says they will
be hiring students this year to
fill the positions. Even the campus recreation centre is looking
for more people this year, along
with the Student Association,
UOIT/DC Works and the Tutor
Doctor. On-campus employers
give students a chance to work
for the greater good of the student population.

sending targeted emails to students who are eligible for these
awards, they aren’t taken advantage of. Rocha says the donor awards are one opportunity
that students ignore because
students are really modest
about community involvement
or other things possible donors
look at. Even if students can’t
take advantage of these programs, the Financial Aid Centre will still offer guidance to
students.

Bookstore
offering
competitive
new pricing
Andrew Fliegel
The Chronicle

The Campus Bookstore
will now match listed book
prices with the Canadian
Chapters-Indigo website
and the Canadian Amazon
website. It’s as simple as
walking in with your smart
phone and providing the
edition, ISBN, price and
title. Electronic books,
Durham College and UOIT
textbooks and Durham
College continuing education textbooks are the only
things governed by this
policy. Anything else, such
as stationery, clothing or
study guides, is not included. The policy is subject to
change at any time without notice.
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First win for doubles team

Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

The women’s UOIT Ridgeback’s tennis team lost 4-3 to
the Waterloo Warriors and
pulled out their first doubles
match of the season at the
Campus Tennis Centre.
The women’s first doubles
win and fourth loss of the season came in a high intensity
game Friday night.
The Ridgeback’s first seed
doubles team, Jennifer Hann
and Astrid DeSouza, captured
the team’s first doubles win in
an 8-6 match against the Warriors.
“It feels really good to pull
out a win finally for UOIT,
especially in doubles, that’s
when me and Astrid come
together and are definitely a
team for UOIT,” says Hann.
“We brainstormed together
and said we need to push forward and get our head in the
game.”
The second seed match
was equally competitive. The
Ridgeback’s Ragavey PremaKumar and SanKavy PremaKumar lost 8-7 after a close
match that ended in an 8-6

Shane MacDonald

CAMPUS TENNIS CENTRE: Jennifer Hann, a player on the women’s UOIT
Ridgebacks tennis team, at the Tennis Campus Centre September 27.
tiebreaker.
Chelsea Kerstens, assistant
coach of the women’s tennis

team, says the young nature of
the team and calibre of competition they have faced so far

has been tough on the team
but they’re starting to get in
the game.

“They’re coming out today,” says Kerstens of the Friday game. “I’m seeing a whole
new set of girls out here.”
The Ridgeback’s record
so far is 0-4. They lost their
home opener 7-0 to Toronto.
Their second game against
York was a default because of
a lack of players, which, head
coach Kane Easter says they
are trying to reschedule. In
their previous game, UOIT
lost 6-1 to McGill.
In their home opener, Caleigh Pengelly reinjured her
shoulder and left the game.
She only played doubles
against McGill and singles
against Waterloo because she
was tending to her injury.
“We played against some
pretty hard teams right off
the bat which has shaken us
up, but I think it’s made us a
stronger team,” says Pengelly.
The girls are looking forward to their game against
Western University. Hann
says she is interested “to see
if we come out there and give
them a challenge.”
The Ridgebacks next game
was Sept. 27 at the Campus
Tennis Centre against Mac.

UOIT golf coach having a ball
Sean O’Leary
Chronicle Staff

As a 20-year-old, Peter Butler wasn’t
sure what he wanted to do as a career,
but he chose to pursue what he has always loved most, golf. He looked up to
Greg Norman and Jack Nicklaus, but
no one inspired him more than his father, who was the course professional
at Oshawa Golf and Curling Club for
40 years. Butler worked alongside his
brothers and father at the course, making golf feel natural to him. Embracing the atmosphere of the course and
being comfortable in his environment
helped Butler decide to be involved at
the course for the rest of his life. That
path eventually led to his current job as
coach of the UOIT men’s golf team.

That path started in 1994, three years
after his father’s retirement, Butler
passed his playability test on his first
attempt, officially making him a professional golfer. He became an assistant at
Oshawa Golf Club and is now the head
professional, carrying on his father’s
legacy. “When you do something most
of your life, you take it on as a lifestyle
more than a job,” said Butler with a
sense of gratification. “It’s a great way to
spend the day.”
Aside from working at OGC, Butler is
a passionate and enthusiastic coach for
the UOIT Ridgebacks men’s varsity golf
team.
“Peter is an all around great guy who
understands the rules, fundamentals
and what it takes to excel in golf. He
connects well with young golfers giving
us confidence going into tournaments,”

said Joshua Harrop, a first year student
at UOIT and rookie on the varsity team.
Butler preaches to his team to stay focused, relax and, most importantly enjoy their time on the golf course. From
personal experience Butler knows how
frustrating golf can become for young
players but reminds his team they cannot change something that has already
happened and they need to prepare for
the next shot. In his third year as UOIT’s
coach Butler says there is no greater reward than watching his players succeed.
“What brings me pride is someone who
is proud of what they’ve done. If I can
help them get to that point and know
they had a good time is very special to
me,” he said.
He still gets butterflies in the pit of
his stomach, and gets excited knowing
every day is a new chance to accomplish

something great. The thrill of not knowing what lies ahead and the pleasure of
overcoming the challenges thrown at
him everyday is what drives Butler to
continue down the path which has always been there for him. He’s made his
home in Oshawa.
He envisions his future staying at Oshawa Golf Club and coaching UOIT. He
is very satisfied with his current situation and is always thinking of ways for
both his club and school to grow. Along
with his coaching staff, who also work at
OGC, are in the midst of enhancing the
club’s junior development programs.
“There are always things we can do to
improve,” he said. Being a part of the
growth of the Ridgebacks team and developing potential recruits through programs at Oshawa Golf Club excites Butler for what could lie ahead in his career.

Durham golfers finish eighth
Luke Callebert
The Chronicle

The Lords varsity golf team
hit the links twice, on Saturday,
Sept. 21 and Monday, Sept. 23,
competing at the Fanshawe
and Niagara Invitational.
The team finished eighth in
both tournaments but there’s
reason for optimism, said head
coach Tyler Martin despite the
low finishes.

“Our scores are getting lower
and we’re really getting better
as a team,” said Martin. “The
rain came through, London
got more than us [Durham], so
there were ponds in fairways,
bunkers under water. London
was a real challenge because of
the weather.”
The Fanshawe tournament
in London was delayed over an
hour due to weather and when
play started it was under “Lift,
Clean and Place” rules.

The Lords in London were
led by a team low 76 from botJacob Durack and Brent Clements.
There was a quick turnaround for Durham as they
went to Niagara Region for the
Niagara Inivitational at Hunter’s Point golf club.
“We prepared differently
[for Niagara],” said Martin.
“We went through the course
before, told the guys where to
go, where not to go.”

The team would have been
close to a breakthrough in the
standings if not for the first
hole where Martin says they
combined to shoot a plus-8.
Taking the extra eight shots off
the team score would have left
Durham alone in fourth place
in the standings.
“We’re continuing to work
hard, working on consistent
preparation and our short
games,” said Martin. “We’re
just hoping to see improve-

ments tournament to tournament.”
The tournaments were the
second and third of four held
before the OCAA Championships as a way for teams to fine
tune their skills before the finals.
Durham hosted the last
tournament at Lakeridge Links
on Sept. 26.
Martin says the tournament
would be a final evaluation before the OCAAs.
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Ex-VP left
SA amid
controversy

Brad Andrews
The Chronicle

Shane MacDonald

KINGMEADOW: Councillor Bruce Wood (left); Councillor Doug Sanders; and Mayor John Henry with members of Minto, the company building the Kingmeadow community on Simcoe Street North.

New homes not for students

Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

The comprehensive plan
for a 1,300-home community

north of UOIT and Durham
College was made official Oct. 1
at a groundbreaking ceremony
attended by the Mayor of Oshawa John Henry and several

city councillors.
The community, dubbed
Kingmeadow, is located north
of Conlin Road at Simcoe Street
and Brittania Avenue East and

is to be completed by 2015.
Kingmeadow is positioned on
Windfields Farm.
On an Oshawa realty site,
Minto, the developer of Kingmeadow, describes it as a community with legendary roots
located on 160 acres of a oncefamous thoroughbred farm in
north Oshawa.
They go on to say: “Kingmeadow is close to lush green
spaces, exciting new retail
shopping, and just east of
Brooklin and Whitby. You’ll
find it easily accessible by both
the 401 and 407.”
Phase one of construction is
already underway with more
than 200 homes already sold,
and phase two began with
the mayor’s presence at the
groundbreaking ceremony.
Councillor John Aker, chair
of development services committee, said the residential
community of Kingmeadow
is not aimed at students but
rather families, and that Tribute communities, a residential
commercial development on
the west side of Simcoe Street
is envisioned more as a student
village.
Mayor John Henry and other councillors raved about Oshawa’s growth prospects and
“30 years of sustainability” at
the groundbreaking.
Aside from the Kingmeadow
and Tribute communities, a
407 extension with an interchange on Simcoe Street and
a two-million-square foot RioCan commercial development
are also planned for north Oshawa.

Josh Bickle, former Student
Association vice-president of
College Affairs, blames the organization for his decision to
resign over the summer.
Bickle was elected VP in the
2013 SA elections, a position he
had already held between 2010
and 2011. He had worked with
the SA in different roles since
2009 but resigned in July, just
three months into his new term.
“I quit because my health
and stress levels couldn’t handle it any more,” Bickle said.
Prior to resigning Bickle had
been placed on medical leave by
his doctor and had filed three
complaints with the board of
directors against SA president
Peter Chinweuba. According to
Bickle, it took the board over
two months to start investigations into his claims of harassment and discrimination.
“I was being treated like crap
by the president every day and
the board of directors was doing nothing about it,” Bickle
said. He also claimed the board
was planning to remove him
from office prior to his resignation.
Chinweuba did not respond
to a request for an interview on
this issue prior to the article’s
deadline. The SA also declined
an interview but responded to
questions regarding Bickle’s
claims via email. Samantha
Brown, the SA communications officer, wrote that these
questions deal with Human
Resources matters they cannot
share.
“As an organization we respect the privacy of personal information for all of our current
or former employees,” wrote
Brown.
The SA’s handling of the College Student Alliance was also
named by Bickle as a reason for
leaving. After allowing Bickle to
run for a position in the CSA the
board then voted to leave the
organization weeks later, while
he was attending a CSA meeting. He said those actions made
him “look like an idiot in front
of all these other colleges.”
Bickle said he did not leave
“kindly,” filing a claim in small
claims court against the SA. He
alleged in his constructive dismissal claim that the work the
SA had him doing was designed
to force him to quit. He later
withdrew his claim and said he
did so because he did not want
the SA “screwing” with him
when he returned to school for
his final year in Durham College’s Recreation and Leisure
Services program.
The VP position was recently
filled as a hired position following a hiring process on Oct. 2.
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5 stars for
Ubiquitous
Synergy
Seeker’s
‘Advanced
Basics’
album
Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

Ubiquitous Synergy Seeker’s newest album Advanced
Basics dropped Feb. 11 after a
long wait and overly successful
crowd funding campaign.
Fans got a taste of the album
with the singles “This is the
best” and “Ying Yang” and USS’
kaleidoscopic sound leading up
to the release.
The seven-track album gets
off the ground quickly.
The first song, Hydrogenuine has energetic beats,
dramatic drops and intricate
rhythms spotted by Ash BooSchultz’s guitar playing that
has been ubiquitous with the
seekers in the past.
Track two is the too cool party single fans have heard playing on the radio for months,
This is the Best, followed up by
Nepal, the classic acoustic techno sound heard on each of the
albums, with its catchy insightful lyrics.
Freakquency is a hypnoticlisten-by-yourself kind of song.
It’s a love song with some of the
album’s more emotional lyrics but done in the upbeat way
only USS knows how.
The fifth track is Shipwreck.
It’s got equal parts Ash and the
Human Kebab and is slightly
reminiscent of their breakthrough hit Hollow Point Sniper Hyperbole.
Ying Yang, the late addition
to the album, is another party
song with good energy.
The final song of the album
Built to Break slows right down
and builds to climax of rawness.
Whether it is the rock n’ roll
party style that USS owns completely or the emotional, sometimes zany and always imagery
laden lyrics, this album is vibrant through and through.
It’s definitely gotten away
from the alternative and ambient sound of their earliest
albums, but instead takes cues
from each of their albums and
presents them in a more complete package.
Ubiquitous Synergy Seekers
continue to be divergent and
different from anything and
themselves while still growing
on their own sound. I give Advanced Basics five stars out of
five.
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Lego Movie brings imagination to life
Richard East
The Chronicle

Chances are most people
grew up with Lego — a simple
brick design made complicated
by the imagination of the builder.
With the right pieces you
could build anything. New sets
mean new pieces, allowing to
mix and match to create your
own ideas.
The new Lego movie captures the emotion of that creativity. The story follows Emmet Brickowoski, a generic
construction worker Lego figure played by Chris Pratt.
He lives his life on a simple
routine, following the instructions everyone is given, until he
finds “the special piece”.
This piece is prophesied to
have the power to stop Lord

Business, the villain, played by
Will Ferrell.
His goal is to keep every
building of Lego the same forever to avoid the chaotic confusion that comes with mixing
different sets.
Once Emmet has found the
piece, he is mistaken for a special master builder who will
save everyone from Lord Business’s evil weapon.
However, Emmet is pretty
incapable of building almost
anything and isn’t bright.
Through the movie he is
supported by a cast of characters from new and old franchises such as Batman and
“1980-something space guy”.
Many of the other characters consist of high profile
actors such as Morgan Freeman, Jonah Hill, Liam Neeson,
Channing Tatum and even Sha-

quille O’Neal, who plays a Lego
version of himself.
As the plot takes the main
characters through a few different Lego worlds with different
sets of Lego, the movie shows
off awesome creations built in
a matter of seconds by master
builders using the pieces available in the environment.
One of the great things
about all the creations is how
they animate the pieces.
Most of the time, pieces that
could not bend in reality do not
in the movie. The horses don’t
move their legs to walk, they
simply tip from front to back
because the legs weren’t designed to move.
Different animation styles
make the movie visually appealing as it takes on stop motion film qualities. It harkens
back to kids using cameras in

the ‘90s, making their own stop
motion films with Lego.
This movie is for all ages.
It’s not a movie designed just
for children while the older
audience gets a laugh here and
there.
The humour is so outrageously silly and witty almost
anyone can enjoy it.
At the same time, it somehow captures your childhood
imagination with the ending of
the film. It’s hard not to have a
goofy grin after watching this
movie.
Be warned. This movie may
leave the audience gripped by
nostalgia to the extent where it
seems like a good idea to buy a
bunch of expensive Lego sets.
The Lego Movie is a feel
good experience that may cost
more than expected if you allow
your inner child to take over.
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Escape to a house in the sky
A story
about a
travelling
journalist

Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

A House in the Sky is Amanda Lindhout’s harrowing memoir co-authored by New York
Times journalist Sara Corbett.
The book is an engaging and
suspenseful narrative of Lindhout’s childhood, experiences
travelling the world, and her
fateful time spent as a hostage
in Somalia.
From her days spent in her
room reading National Geographic magazines, poring over
the foreign and distant wonders
of the world, and hiding from
her mother’s boyfriends and
their penchants for violence
the reader can feel Lindhout’s
desire to escape Red Deer, Alberta. Waitressing in high-end
bars selling drinks to Calgary
businessmen, Lindhout saved
her money to go on several
month-long backpacking tours.
She went alone, she went
with friends, and she met people. Along the way she climbed
the mountains, swam the lakes
and met the indigenous peoples
in her magazines.
She backpacked across the
Americas, Asia and Africa;
eventually meeting an Australian photographer named Nigel Brennan and falling in love.
They travelled together doing
what other backpackers didn’t
dare but the situation was more
complicated than it seemed.
Brennan was married battling his wife in the middle of
a divorce and deceit was too
much for Lindhout to take.
Nothing long-term would
come of their relationship, but
they stayed in touch and anchored each other. Brennan’s
photography inspired Lindhout
to try her own hand at it.
She traveled to war zones
such as Afghanistan and Iraq.
She spent several months
in Baghdad as an unsuccessful
video journalist and freelance
photojournalist.
Always trying to go further
and see more, she went to Somalia, inviting Brennan along.
“A few days and a few emails
later, we arranged to talk on
the phone. The sound of his
voice caused my eyes to well.
I missed what we’d once had,”
says Lindhout in the book.
Before the plane in Nairobi
even took off, there were reports of fighting at Mogadishu’s
airport, and there were fears
they wouldn’t be able to fly, but
they took off anyway.

Upon reaching Somalia,
Lindhout looked out her window at the coastline.
“Thickets of deep green vegetation hemmed by a highway
of white sand, all of it pressed
against a foaming mint-coloured sea. It had to be one of
the most astonishingly beautiful places on earth,” thought
Lindhout, and just as she did a
women aboard the plane said,
“This is the only beautiful thing
about Mogadishu, right here,”
directing her words to Lindhout and Brennan.
Within days of landing they
were captured by Muslim extremists and tortured in windowless cells for 15 months.
Through all this time she
never gave up hope that she
could appeal to her captors humanity.
She adopted the Muslim religion and read the Koran as a

lawyer would, looking for lines
that would grant her safety but
only found the opposite.
She was kind to her captors despite their cruelty. She
counted their kindness even
in the smallest doses, such as
having her food placed on the
ground rather than it being
thrown at her.
In the darkest moments she
escaped to a house in the sky,
a creation in her own mind,
where she felt no pain.
Lindhout’s memoir is filled
with the story of a young woman trying to see beauty of the
world and despite great adversity she never lost sight of that
goal. Her journey is constructed into a page-turning tale of
love, pain, despair, ambition,
and most importantly hope.
A House in the Sky was published in the Fall of 2013 by
Scribner Press.
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UOIT Struggling Lords fall to
suffers the Algonquin Thunder
big loss
vs Blues
Francis Viloria
The Chronicle

Sean O’Leary
The Chronicle

After a big upset victory
over Queen’s, the UOIT
Ridgebacks men’s hockey
team could not carry that
success against the University of Toronto, losing
5-1 on Nov. 9.
After the first period
the Varsity Blues led 1-0,
but an offensive outburst
in the second period led to
the convincing win.
U of T scored three
goals in three minutes to
begin the second period,
shocking the Ridgebacks
and forcing goalie Colin
Dzijacky from the game.
His replacement, Jacob
Rattie, allowed one goal in
the third period.
Matt Salituro notched
the only Ridgebacks goal
with Cameron Yuill picking up the only assist.

The Durham Lords women’s basketball team
fell to the Algonquin College Thunder, 57-45 on
Nov. 1. The offence struggled mightily with turnover problems, scoring two points in the first 6
minutes, and Durham trailed 11-7 at the end of
the first.
The second quarter was the same as the first.
Algonquin turned up the defence, putting fullcourt pressure on the Lords and forcing turnovers, and the defence also took charge.
The three-point shooting was irrelevant in the
first half.
The Thunder didn’t make a single three, going
0 for 10, and the only three for the Lords who
were 1 for 9 came from Kauri LaFontaine with
less than s minute left in the second. Algonquin
had a slim 30-23 lead at halftime.
The Lords started to make a comeback in the
third. Durham out-scored Algonquin 10-5 and
they were only down 35-33.
The Thunder answered by going on an 8-0
run to end the quarter and the Lords were down
43-33.
The Lords were double-teaming the offensive
player and she passed the ball to the open shooter and got a wide-open shot.
Kim Cupid of Algonquin started the fourth by
putting pressure on the Lords point guard. She
had two straight steals, which led to four straight
points. For the shortest girl on the floor, she
also grabbed a lot of offensive rebounds, six in
the game. “We didn’t box out very well. We let
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Canada
hosts
Russia in
hockey
Shane
MacDonald
The Chronicle

Francis VIloria

COULD NOT HANDLE THE “D”: Durham
Lords guard Kelsey Hare puts pressure on
the Thunders defence
the little girl come down the middle and get the
boards,” said head coach Heather Lafontaine.
“Our guards had to box out, because the big people under the basket have to take care of the big
people,” she said.
Durham couldn’t stop the dribble penetration
of the Thunder. If the layup missed, the offensive
player got the rebound for another field goal attempt.

Russia’s best hockey
players are coming to Oshawa to take on the best
the OHL has to offer.
As part of the annual
2013 Subway super series,
the Russian national junior team will make a stop
at the General Motor Centre Nov. 21.
The Russian team has
come to Canada for the
past 10 years to play potential Canada national junior
team players as part of the
series, and this year promises an impressive line-up
for the OHL regional team.
Noteworthy
players
such as Connor McDavid,
Max Domi, Kerby Rychel
and the Oshawa General’s
own Josh Brown and Scott
Laughton will be taking to
the ice.
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Protecting your personal info
Sarah Pugsley
The Chronicle

Take a moment and look
around campus as you walk
to class. Everywhere there are
smart phones, laptops, iPods
and tablets as far as the eye
can see. The use of these devices has become routine for
a majority of post-secondary
students. Not only are they a
platform to connect socially,
but they also work as tools for
research and education.
But are students using the
Internet and these devices safely?
A study done by Princeton
University and the Pew Research Centre’s Internet Project in 2013 examined how
individuals choose to remain
anonymous online and what
steps they take to ensure their
personal security. The survey
involved over 1,000 people
aged 18 and over.
Among them, the vast majority was aware that their
personal information: phone
numbers, address, pictures
and messages were visible
online for anyone to see. Of
those studied, 50 per cent were
worried about their presence
online – a number that has
jumped from 17 per cent since
2009. And with the rise of new
surveillance legislation in both
Canada and the United States,
information shared online has
become increasingly sensitive.

Facebook

THINK BEFORE YOU CLICK: Users of social media networks should always
check how their information is being used and who has access to it.
Allison Rosnak, manager of
Communications for Durham
College, stresses the importance of being aware of your
online presence.
“From a social media perspective, students should ensure their accounts have the
appropriate privacy settings

Getting into the
spirit at E.P.’s
Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

Go for gold at E.P. Taylor’s during the Sochi Winter Olympics and win Team
Canada gear by buying a pint
of Sleeman during any Olympic hockey game.
The Olympic promotion
features a grand prize of an
authentic Steven Stamkos
Team Canada jersey and a
Bauer Supreme hockey stick
to be won in a raffle Feb. 24.
“If you buy a pint of Sleeman you get a ballot and
the ballot goes into the draw
for the hockey stick and the
Stamkos jersey,” said Kristin
Mitchell, beverage manager
at E.P. Taylor’s. “If you buy a
pint of Sleeman during either
men’s or women’s Olympic
hockey there is a secondary draw for the other prizes
we have here. The draw is
done at the end of the game
and that person gets to pick
what they want, anybody
who doesn’t get picked from

that draw goes into the grand
prize.”
The draw applies to every game played on the big
screen in the pub, not only
team Canada games. If
games are played outside of
the pub’s serving hours, they
are replayed later, and drinks
bought during the games are
still eligible in the draw.
Among the secondary
prizes to be won are Team
Canada T-shirts, toques, jerseys and sweaters donated by
Sleeman.
E.P Taylor’s is no exception to the Olympic spirit
that can already be seen on
display any place the games
have been playing the past
week.
“It’s been very busy the
last couple of days. We’ve
had large groups of students
watching all the sports,” said
Mitchell
She said students can still
get in on the draw if they order a big mug of Sleeman on
the pub’s Big Mugs Monday
promotion.

applied,” said Rosnak. “If their
settings are not secure, everyone on the Internet has access
to their information and content.”
Students should also remember that there is no ‘permanent
delete’ button on the Internet.
Once something is posted it

could be shared through social
media, and although it may not
be a big deal at the time of posting, it could come back to affect
them in the future.
Companies and advertisers
who work through social media and websites have access
to large masses of personal in-

9

formation. Whenever you sign
up for anything online, you’re
prompted to agree to the terms
of service which the website operates by. By clicking that little
box without actually reading
the terms of service, you may
be putting your personal information in the hands of someone else.
Rosnak says individuals
should research any company
that requests personal data, including its intent for collecting
data, its terms and conditions
for using the data and its track
record in working with personal data.
“There is also an ongoing
trend occurring where companies offer online users free
services and apps in exchange
for personal information,” said
Rosnak. “However, somewhere
along the line these companies
may be looking at collecting
revenue from advertisements
and analyzing users’ behaviour,
references and personal data to
target the ads.”
Durham College takes steps
to ensure the safety of your
personal information. One of
these steps includes conducting vulnerability tests for the
computer systems by outside
companies. This way, IT services and communications can
assess growing security needs
and ensure adequate information security for all data hosted
on the college’s digital environment.
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Time to focus on next season
Sean O’Leary
The Chronicle

The UOIT Ridgebacks men’s
varsity golf team wrapped up
their season in the OUA Championships at Grey Silo Golf Club
Oct. 20-22, finishing a disappointing 13th out of 15 teams.
From the start of the year, placing in the top 10 at the OUAs
was their goal, but the team
suffered a major setback when
James Krantz, the top golfer on
the team, was unable to attend
the tournament due to exam
conflicts.
“We had higher expectations
this year, it’s fairly disappointing,” said assistant coach Jake
Patte. He also added that he
expected a lower team score
at Grey Silo, where they shot
a school record 293 two weeks
before OUAs.
Although the season ended
in a disappointing fashion,
Patte says there are still many
positives to take away from the
season. Statistically, the Ridgebacks were a better team than
they were last year and they
developed solid young players
to build a future around, including Kevin Jovanov, the last
player to make the team but

one of the best throughout the
season,
Apart from stats and performances, Patte admires the
chemistry the team has formed.
“The guys are getting along real
well. It is one of the most positive aspects of this team,” he
said.
The players agree the bond
formed among the team is a
special one, according to Josh
Harrop, a rookie on the team
who struggled individually, but
was happy with the chemistry
of the squad.
“I am very pleased with the
bonds formed between not only
the players but also the coaches,” said Harrop. “We have a
group of guys that know how
to have fun, play well and when
it’s time to get down to business, the team is dedicated to
improving each round.”
Harrop mentioned how the
coaching staff has helped the
team. “Our coaches put in all
the effort we need to get the
most out of our game,” he said.
Now that the season is over
it is time to focus on next year,
which will be a big one for UOIT
golf. Patte said the coaches will
continue to try and recruit new
players through their ties at Os-

hawa Golf Club, and continue
to work with the current players to grow into a better team.
Patte knows the team is not
quite where it wants to be but is
“continuing to progress, grow
and get better.”
The team should not lose
any players for next year so
the chemistry will remain the
same, providing a major boost
for when the Ridgebacks host
the OUA Championships at
Oshawa Golf Club, the home
course of the coaches and many
players on the team.
Hosting the OUAs will be the
focus all season next year, as
team aims to finish in the top 5
to qualify for Nationals, the ultimate goal, according to Patte.
A better showing at OUAs is
essential after not performing
how they wanted to this year.
Players are excited for a
bounce-back season and to
host OUAs, especially Harrop,
who was disappointed in his
inconsistent play in his rookie
season. “We didn’t finish as
strong as we wanted to but with
all the rookies we have, the way
I see it, we can only improve
from this point on,” he said.
“We all can’t wait to host OUAs
at our home course next year.”

Athletic Department Photo

DIALING IN: Kevin Jovanov, rookie on the men’s golf
team, gets a closer look at the green to line up a putt at the
OUA Championships in Waterloo. Jovanov shot the lowest
score on the team for the tournament.

DC Lords win silver Men’s hockey
Joe LeBouthillier
The Chronicle

The Durham Lords men’s
baseball team, which went 2-2
in the playoffs, earned a silver
medal in the OCAA playoffs after faltering in the gold medal
game against the St. Clair
Saints. The final score was 5-2
for the Saints. “We weren’t able
to do what we needed to. It was
a tough loss,” said Lords pitcher Ryan Norris.
The Lords lost their first
game of the playoffs to the
Humber Hawks 14-4.
“We had a few errors and,
unfortunately, we couldn’t help
[Norris],” said Lords outfielder Aaron McQuillen. “Coach
[Dempster] has been telling
us all year, ‘execute, execute,
execute’, and when you get the
chance for an easy out make
sure you get it.”
The Lords bounced back in
their next game to defeat the
George Brown Huskies 9-3.
With the win over the Huskies, the Lords advanced to the
bronze medal game against the
Hawks for their second meeting of the playoffs. The only
difference between two games
was this was a do-or-die situation. The Lords won the game

11-5 after fighting with all their
strength.
McQuillen and Norris were
both named all-stars of the
playoffs.
“It was a big win,” said McQuillen. “It felt great. To lose
the first game and then win the
knockout game was the big final punch.”
“We were ranked lower than

‘

It felt great. To lose
the first game and
then win the knockout
game was the big final
punch.

’

Aaron McQuillen

[the Hawks] going into that
game so, to me, it felt like an
upset,” said Norris. “It felt like
we were the underdogs.”
With their season over and
a silver medal to prove it, Norris, McQuillen and the team are
looking forward to next season.
McQuillen, an Advanced
Law Enforcement and Investigations student, is uncertain
about next year.

“My program is done for
this year, but I’d love to come
back,” McQuillen said. “If I can,
I will.”
If it so happens that McQuillen does not return to the team
next year, he said he plans on
bridging his program to UOIT
for criminology but he’s not fully certain that that’s the plan.
“Career-wise the smarter
move would be to move on and
try to become a police officer,”
McQuillen explained.
Norris is looking to come
back next year. He said he’s trying to get better velocity on his
fastball and he wants to focus
on his pitching location.
“I’m going to continue working on my changeup, and hopefully I’ll be able to throw it in a
game next season,” he said.
And thanks to former Lords
baseball player Shaun Slemko,
Norris will be able to do so.
Slemko has put together an offseason training program at the
FLEX centre.
McQuillen and Norris were
both named all-stars.
Also, McQuillen was one of
two players in the OCAA to be
named to the CIBA’s first allstar team.
“It’s a huge honour,” McQuillen said.

falls to Lakers

Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

The men’s UOIT Ridgebacks hockey team lost out
on two points on the road in
Nipissing Oct. 26
The Ridgebacks, with a
record of 2-4-1 in regulation,
left Laurentian University on
a good note – defeating the
Voyageurs 5-4 in their home
opener – only to lose to the
Nipissing Lakers the next
day 8-5.
The Ridgebacks lost control of the game in the second as the Lakers scored five

goals after 40 minutes to
make it 7-3 as they headed to
the locker room.
UOIT goaltender Colin
Dzijacky was pulled in the
second period after letting in
four goals on 14 shots but his
replacement, Jacob Rattie,
could not turn it around for
the Ridgebacks either. Rattie
let in three goals on 20 shots
while Lakers goaltender,
Kirk Rafuse, stopped 22 of
27 shots for Nipissing.
Ridgebacks
continued
their road trip at Queen’s
University Nov. 2 and return
home to face Ryerson Nov. 9.

UOIT Ridgebacks Record
Date

Score		

Opponent

Sept. 28
Oct. 3		
Oct. 5		
Oct. 9		
Oct. 10
Oct. 25		
Oct. 26		
Nov. 2		
Nov. 7

W9-1
L3-2
L3-2
L3-2
L3-2
W5-4
L8-5
TBD
TBD

Ryerson
Brock
York
Concordia
Waterloo
Laurentian
Nipissing
Queen’s
Ryerson
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Lower volume, healthier ears

Katrina Owens
The Chronicle

Most of us have that one
song that we love to crank,
either on our iPod or stereo,
right? But what happens when
we listen to our music too high
and for too long? Short-term
and long-term ear damage can
occur when our ears are exposed to loud levels of music
for an extended period of time.
According to the Canadian Hearing Society there are
three types of hearing loss:
sensorineural, conductive and
mixed hearing loss. Sensorineural hearing loss occurs
when the cochlea (inner ear)
is damaged. This can happen
from excessive exposure to
loud noise.
One may think “excessive
exposure” means going to a
concert once a week or working with loud machinery. But
anyone can cause damage by
listening to music on level five
for 15 minutes a day.
This is nerve-wracking
many students at Durham
College and UOIT as they wear
headphones on their daily
commute.
In general, listening to loud
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Dragons’
Den to
Oshawa
Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

Katrina Owens

VOLUME SAFETY: The volume of music you listen to can have serious effects
on the vital parts of your ears.
music is not good for our ears.
But certain types of headphones play a bigger role in
causing this damage than others.
Although smaller ear buds
are considerably more comfortable than foam headphones, they don’t always

block outside noises. According to the Canadian Hearing
Society users are making a
habit of listening to their music at the highest level because
of this.
A good indicator that your
music is too loud is if the person next to you can hear your

music. You should see your
doctor if certain sounds seem
too loud, if you find other people’s voices sound unclear and
mumbled, find yourself turning up the television to high
levels, and if you’re hearing
“full” feeling or ringing in your
ears.

Fans and aspiring business
entrepreneurs should begin
brushing up on their pitches.
Dragons’ Den is coming to Oshawa Feb. 12. The 2014 audition tour is travelling across
Canada to more than 30 cities
“on the lookout for entrepreneurs brave enough to face the
Dragons.”
They are welcoming applicants of all ages with no previous television experience
to pitch their concepts to the
Dragons’ Den in five minutes or
less. If the applicants impress
and show they can handle financial backing from the dragons they could be invited into
the den. Those wishing to bring
their pitch to the table are encouraged to visit the Dragons’
Den website and fill out an audition application.
The in-person auditions will
take place in the east hall of
the Durham Banquet Hall and
Conference Centre located at
559 Bloor Street West.
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The first of many to come
Dan Cearns
The Chronicle

The
UOIT
Ridgebacks
women’s lacrosse team picked
up their first ever win in their
four-year history with an 8-6
win over the McGill Redmen on
Sept. 28 in Peterborough.
“It was intense. It was a bit
of a roller coaster, but it was
a great feeling and one that
we haven’t had before,” said
Lords co-coach Amy Fincham.
“Definitely your blood is
rushing. It was a really great
feeling to share with the team,
one that obviously made
history we had never won
before so it was a great feeling.”
According to the other
co-coach Liane Chornobay,
there was one key that made
the team successful.
“A more experienced group
was on the field than we have
had before,” she said.
Both coaches agreed that is
what the teams they’ve had past
three years have been missing
and what has held them back.
“In the past I think it was
just a young team and I think
it comes down to inexperience
compared to other players on
other teams,” said Fincham.
Chornobay has seen some
positives come from the past
few seasons when they haven’t
won.
“Some of the downs that
we have experienced have

Sports

Fast
losses

Dan Cearns
The Chronicle

Dan Cearns

SMILES FOR MILES: The UOIT Ridgebacks women’s lacrosse team poses at
Vaso’s Field on Oct. 1 after their first win in their four-year history.
probably made us stronger,”
said Chornobay. “Probably
our coaching style is stronger
and that probably contributed
to the fact that we won on the
weekend.”
Ridgebacks
player
Jill
Carroll has seen first-hand
how that experience has
improved the team’s game.
“I think our perseverance
through our first weekends not
winning gave us the strength to
get through the game that we
won,” said Carroll. “I think it
was a good start to our second
weekend.”
When the lacrosse team was
first created, it was all about the
girls’ experiences.

“I just looked to start a
program that will carry on
for years and will give girls
the opportunity to play and
create friendships while competing at a university level,” said
Fincham.
For the two coaches, it is a
different experience every year
with different expectations.
“Every year there are different dynamics on the team,”
said Chornobay. “To say that
we would have one philosophy
each year would be impossible
so we try to make sure that it is
a great fit for everybody.”
Fincham mentioned that a
few things in her philosophy
as coach have changed over the

years.
“We have increased our
expectations of the players and
have just stepped up our game
in that we are pushing them
harder, and changing plays to
match the level of experience of
some of the other teams we are
facing.”
Now that they have a win
under there belt, both coaches
plan to expand on it.
“I would say just build on the
positive experience of winning
a game,” said Chornobay. “
Getting that first win it is
always good for them to get a
taste of it and it gives them a
little bit more to strive for the
rest of the season.”

The Durham Lords
women’s fastball team is
now on a three-game losing streak after losing both
games of a doubleheader
against Humber 7-3 and
8-3 on Oct. 1.
The Lords’ four-game
winning streak came to an
end on Sept. 28 as they lost
6-0 to the undefeated St.
Clair Saints.
They managed only
three hits in the game, and
allowed all six runs on 12
hits, striking out only one.
Durham continued their
domination of Mohawk
on Sept. 26 with two wins
over the Mountaineers by
scores of 5-3 and 15-0.
The Lords defeated
Mohawk on Sept. 20 with a
23-2 victory, to start their
winning streak against the
last placed team.
Stephanie McLachlin
picked up three runs on
three hits in five at-bats.
Laura Arbour improved
her batting average to
0.667. She was one of three
Durham College athletes
named athlete of the week.
They are now 5-6 and
are third in the standings.

Things are not so quiet
Passing the
racket on to a on the Western front
new generation
Shane MacDonald
The Chronicle

Joe LeBouthillier
The Chronicle

The UOIT Ridgebacks
men’s tennis team will be
serving up some trouble at
the OUA Championships
on Oct. 11 and 12 at York
University. With no team
wins in any of their matches,
the Ridgebacks look forward
to a repeat of last year.
Rob Petrican went to the
finals of his flight last year.
Assistant coach for the men’s
team, Eric LeBlanc, said
,“I’d really like to see if Rob
[Petrican] can repeat and go
to the finals again.”
Petrican lost in the
finals of the fourth flight at
the OUAs last year. Petrican
said he had trouble with his
opponent’s serve. “He had a
stronger serve than I did and
it was tough to keep up with
him. He was really good,”
Petrican said.

Kitso Leshope, the team’s
MVP last year, is going to
be the team’s top player
heading into the OUAs.
“It’ll be exciting to see how
[Leshope] does, as he was the
team MVP last year and he’ll
get it this year 100 per cent,”
Kane Easton said. “Tushar
[Gaur] has been our best
rookie thus far. He’s won a
singles match and a couple of
doubles matches.”
For a rookie, that is a pretty good start. However, Gaur
needs to control his emotions
on the court. He needs to focus less on throwing his racket around and more on what
his opponent will do next.
Veteran player Anirudh
Thommandrum has been
with the team for six years.
“This is my last season with
the team. This year is the
most rookies we’ve ever had
at once,” said Thommandrum. He thinks this bodes
well for the future.

The
women’s
UOIT
Ridgebacks season has come
to an end and the OUA
Championships are approaching.
The women’s team closed
out their seven-regulationgame season without a win.
Their last three games against
McMaster,
Western
and
Montreal were all tough games
and all losses played within one
weekend.
“It was pretty bad, we were
pretty tired by Friday,” says
SanKavy PremaKumar.
SanKavy and her sister
Ragavey PremaKumar won
their doubles match 8-5 against
the McMaster Marauders but
the Ridgebacks still lost out
on the doubles point because
McMaster won the other two
matches.
On Oct. 28 the Ridgebacks
headed down to Western
University for their homecoming. Ragavey said when
they arrived everyone was
wearing purple. The Ridgebacks
lost 7-0 to the defending OUA

Shane MacDonald

YOU GOT SERVED: Kelly Massicotte of the UOIT Ridgebacks women’s tennis team returning a serve.
champions.
“Western is a really good
team. They are probably going
to end up winning the whole
tournament, so we just tried
to get our personal best out
there,” says SanKavy
Last year UOIT placed
second last in the OUA

championships.
Ragavey said she hopes the
team finishes above second
last.
“I feel like our team is so
good. Now that we’ve played
everyone we know what to
expect and we should be able to
use that to our advantage.”

