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EMS in Kern County –

working in total secrecy?

Part 2

By Gunnar J Kuepper



The level of secrecy by Kern County authorities is rarely seen in other EMS jurisdictions

On Sunday, April 13, 2014 around 5p.m. a major

accident happened on the southbound Interstate 5 just



about a mile south of Gorman. The location was within

the County of Los Angeles, just a few miles south of the
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border with Kern County. Two vehicles, a SUV and a

minivan collided, and all occupants sustained severe

injuries. Initially ground crews from nearby Los Angeles

County Fire Station 77 (includes one paramedic), an

AMR Paramedic Ambulance from Gorman, and Kern

County Fire Station 56 were dispatched around 5:03 p.m.

En route to the scene, Engine 77 requested additional

resources including a Helicopter. Los Angeles County

Helicopter 11 was sent at 5:11 p.m. Upon arrival at 5:14

p.m. Los Angeles County Engine 77 gave an initial

report of 5 patients and requested a second ambulance.

Shortly thereafter, at 5:17 p.m., the Captain cancelled

that ambulance request and asked for two additional

Medevac copters for a total of three. At 5:17 p.m. Los

Angeles County Fire Helicopter 16 and a minute later

Los Angeles City Fire Helicopter 2 were dispatched to

the accident site. All three Helicopters arrived within 35

minutes or less.

LA County Fire Helicopter 16 transported four patients

to UCLA Medical Center, LA County Fire Helicopter 11

transported one patient to Henry Majo Hospital in Santa

Clarita, and Los Angeles City Fire Helicopter 2 flew one

patient to Holy Cross Medical Center in Mission Hills.

All six patients, described as being in critical condition,

arrived at major trauma centers within the “golden hour,”

meaning within 60 minutes after the accident.

Considering the very remote location in Gorman (about

40 miles from Bakersfield, Lancaster, or Santa Clarita),

this is remarkable in itself. At the same time none of the

receiving hospitals became overwhelmed with too many

patients. The well thought distribution of the patients to

three Trauma Centers ensured that each of the victims

had medical personnel and operating room capacities

available.

So, how would the same scenario play out just five miles

south on the Interstate 5 in Lebec? How long would it

take for ambulances, helicopters, and medical personnel

to arrive? Would Kern County use all resources

available, or…?

Those questions are not only legitimate, but important.

One Kern County EMS provider has, despite numerous

requests, initially refused to even provide the most basic

information on the so called Canyon Rescue on March

28, 2014. But now the County will continue this, what I

call excessive, secrecy into the future. On Tuesday, April

15, 2014, Deputy Counsel Gurujodha S. Khalsa with the

Office of Kern County Counsel stated in a letter to GBU

Mountain News that information about















Response and arrival times of an ambulance in Kern

County

Transportation times (how long did it take from the

accident site to the hospital)

Transportation mode (whether the transport was done

via helicopter, street ambulance, or any other means)

Level of treatment (whether a paramedic or

somebody with just a first-aid course)

The Use of lights and sirens by the ambulance



would not be released to the public. The argument of

Deputy Counsel Gurujodha S. Khalsa is that “this

information is medical information, the disclosure of

which would constitute an unwarranted invasion of

personal privacy…”

“…this office (Kern County Counsel) has concluded that

the information requested regarding methodology of

transportation, treating personnel, the arrival time(s),

circumstance(s) and destination(s) of the transporting

vehicles…constitutes medical information…since it is

information regarding a patient’s medical history,

mental or physical condition, or treatment”.

“… this office (Kern County Counsel)has deemed…that

disclosure of the…information would serve to reveal the

individual’s identity…”



Are Kern County's EMS providers capable to handle a

major pile-up on the Interstate in a timely manner, like this

one on February 8, 2013 involving 40 vehicles between

Gorman and Frazier Park in Los Angeles County?

We will not know, since the Kern County bureaucracy will

not release any relevant EMS data.



I am not sure how the arrival or transportation time of a

9-1-1 ambulance can reveal the identity of any patient.

What is clear, however, is that with this blanket

statement by Kern County Deputy Counsel Gurujodha S.

Khalsa, the EMS authority, and particularly all the

private ambulance companies, now work in total secrecy,
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unchecked by the Media and not accountable to the

Public they are supposed to serve.

The public and the media in Kern County, according to

the binding statement of Deputy Counsel Gurujodha S.

Khalsa,, have no right to question or find out the arrival

time of a private (contracted to Kern County) ambulance

at a major accident site, even if took a very long time for

that ambulance to arrive. No information will be given,

even if people die while waiting for an ambulance in

Kern County.

The public and the media in Kern County, according to

Deputy Counsel Gurujodha S. Khalsa’s letter, have no

right to question or find out whether a patient received

the needed level of pre-hospital treatment.

The public and the media in Kern County, according to

Deputy Counsel Gurujodha S. Khalsa,, have no right to

question or find out why a patient in critical condition

had to be transferred from a Sheriff’s Office Helicopter

(equipped with medical supplies and a licensed

paramedic on board) to a simple ambulance van provided

by the largest ambulance company in Kern County. The

Helicopter would have reached Kern Medical Center in

four minutes.



Emergency Responders from Fire, Law Enforcement, and

EMS do their best every day to save lives and help people

while an uncontrolled County Authority wants to create a

veil of silence and secrecy about public activities



According to Kern County Deputy Counsel Gurujodha S.

Khalsa, the public and the media have no right to

question or receive information on how long it took the

street ambulance to reach the same hospital and whether

there was a paramedic on board of that ambulance van.

In other words, from now on –until a court decides

otherwise- the Kern County Emergency Medical System

(EMS), and particularly the contracted private ambulance



companies, can work in total secrecy and basically

without any accountability to the public. That is amazing,

and certainly unique in California. Other jurisdictions

throughout the state provide on request the information

regarding methodology of transportation, treating

personnel, the arrival time(s), circumstance(s) and

destination(s) of the transporting vehicles.

Since the legal statement of the Kern County Deputy

Counsel creates such a unique situation, it is worth noting

that the owner of the largest ambulance company in Kern

County, and the one involved in the Canyon Incident, is

also the three-time major of Bakersfield and a very

influential politician. However, there is at this point in

time no indication that he was personally involved in

creating this veil of secrecy.

Kern County authorities, particularly the Department of

Public Health and its EMS division as well as the

ambulance companies will treat arrival (was it 20, or 30,

or 60 minutes or even longer?) and transport times and

hospital destination (was the right medical facility chosen

for the specific injury or illness?) as protected

information and can even refuse to provide any

information about the use of lights and sirens. This newly

established veil of secrecy creates the perfect recipe for

systemic maltreatment and abuse.

It is important to realize that this decision to absolute

secrecy comes from Kern County Counsel and a

seemingly uncontrolled bureaucracy. From my

experience the Kern County Fire Department and the

Kern County Sheriff’s Office are open and welcome

questions and inquiries from the media and the general

public. Both agencies have hold town hall meetings

regularly throughout the county, something not seen by

the EMS authority.

A policy of secrecy creates suspicion and tension

between the general public and emergency services.

Certainly none of the Kern County law enforcement, fire,

and EMS personnel will favor these development. They

chose their profession to serve and protect the people, not

to join some kind of covert operations.

GBU Mountain News had asked members of the Kern

County Supervisors for a comment. Supervisor Gleason,

in which district 1 the Canyon Incident occurred, did not

respond. Neither did Leticia Perez, the current Chair of

the Board of Supervisors, provide any comment.

Supervisor David Couch, whose district 4 covers all of

the Frazier Mountain Communities stated: "The security

and safety of Mountain Community residents is

important to me. We will continue to look into our

procedures and practices to ensure that our residents have
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the very best emergency response and care from all of

our first responders."



There was once a time when ambulances simply served the

people and were not strangled by a multitude of rules,

regulations, processes, systems, policies and politics.



Deficiencies in EMS programs, policies, or budgets

always cost people’s lives. And those deficiencies are

more common than many of us want to believe. The

Cities of Los Angeles, Detroit, or even Washington, D.C.

are only a few of too many examples for EMS systems

with major malfunctions.

Robert Davis' wrote an article about EMS in the U.S.

titled "the price of just a few seconds lost: People die" in

the USA Today on May 20, 2005:

“LOS ANGELES — When baggage handler Andrew

Redyk, 64, collapsed on the job at Los Angeles

International Airport, his co-workers leaped into action.

One called for help. Another did CPR.

The Los Angeles Fire Department sent a nearby fire

engine and an ambulance, which arrived at the airport in

six and seven minutes, respectively. Officially, their

response time was quick enough to save Redyk.

In truth, almost half an hour passed before rescuers

actually reached Redyk. He died.

This official deception is not unusual. Los Angeles is one

of many cities that routinely lie to themselves about their

true response times to medical emergencies. The result is

needless deaths.

There is no nationwide standard for measuring

emergency response times. A USA TODAY study of the

50 biggest U.S. cities found that most report only the

slice of the response that looks most favorable: the time it

takes for the emergency crew to drive to the scene. On

many emergency runs, that is just a fraction of the time

that passes between the call for help and the arrival of

rescuers.



Yet most cities base quality-control decisions on these

official response times, which are misleading and

incomplete. As a result, people die, and attempts to

improve survival rates fail...

“More than 1,000 "saveable" lives are lost needlessly

each year in the nation's biggest cities because of

inefficiencies in the cities' emergency medical systems,

USA TODAY's investigation found, and at the root of

these inefficiencies in many cases is the simple matter of

counting seconds. Cities that rely on these imprecise

response times leave precious minutes unaccounted for

— minutes that are lost as the call for help is routed

through a busy dispatch center…”

In Kern County we will not know about any Andrew

Redyk or how long it took the ambulance to arrive. Kern

County will simply not provide any of that information to

the public or the media.

The California legislature enacted in 1968 the California

Public Records Act. Nearly 50 years ago it was expressly

declared that "access to information concerning the

conduct of the people's business is a fundamental and

necessary right of every person in this state."

Throughout the U.S. and California "access to

government records has been deemed a fundamental

interest of citizenship" and has emphasized that

"maximum disclosure of the conduct of governmental

operations [is] to be promoted by the act."

By promoting prompt public access to government

records, the California Public Records Act is "intended to

safeguard the accountability of government to the

public." As the California Supreme Court recognized in

Television Network CBS, Inc versus Los Angeles

County Sheriff Sherman Block on October 9, 1986:

“Implicit in a democratic process is the notion that

government should be accountable for its actions. In

order to verify accountability, individuals must have

access to government files. Such access permits checks

against the arbitrary exercise of official power and

secrecy in the political process.”

It is therefore somewhat sad (and yes, this is a very nice

expression) that Kern County and particularly its Deputy

Counsel Gurujodha S. Khalsa have a very different view

on what We, The People should be allowed to know.

Nearly 2,500 years ago, the Greek Philosopher Sophocles

wrote, "Do nothing secretly; for time sees and hears all

things, and discloses all." And Gautama Siddhartha, the

Buddha, once said "Three things cannot long stay hidden:

the sun, the moon and the truth".

To be continued.
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GBU Mountain News is now on

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/GB

U-Mountain-News/1400308640212535

See what’s happening in the Frazier

Mountain Communities



Incidents &amp; Accidents in our Region
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News from the El

Tejon Unified School

District (ETUSD)



Frazier Park Elementary School

Frazier Park’s Finest for April 10, 2014

Info &amp; photo provided by Michelle Penner



What’s for Lunch?

See the April 2014 Lunch Menus for the Frazier Park

Elementary, El Tejon Middle, and Frazier Mountain

High Schools at https://www.facebook.com/pages/GBUMountain-News/1400308640212535



Frazier

Mountain

School (FMHS)



High



Sports

Schedule



Left to right: Zaria Kimbrough, Taylor Delatova, Reanna

Valez, Madeline Castro, Rodderick Olson



Info provided by Jerry Quick

Varsity Softball

o Tuesday, April 22nd Home vs Bishop at 3:15pm

o Friday, April 25th @ Bishop at 3:15pm

o Tuesday, April 29th @ Rosamond at 3:15pm

o Friday, May 2nd Home vs Rosamond at 3:15pm

o Tuesday, May 6th Home vs Cal City at 3:15pm-no

JV baseball or softball

o Friday, May 8th @ Cal City at 3:15pm-No JV

baseball or softball

Varsity Baseball

o Tuesday, April 22nd Home vs Bishop at 3:15pm

o Friday, April 25th @ Bishop at 3:15pm

o Tuesday, April 29th @ Rosamond at 3:15pm

o Friday, May 2nd Home vs Rosamond at 3:15pm

o Tuesday, May 6th Home vs Cal City at 3:15pm (No

JV)

o Friday, May 8th @ Cal City at 3:15pm (No JV)

Junior Varsity Softball

o Tuesday, April 22nd vs Bishop at 3:15pm

o Friday, April 25th @ Bishop at 3:15pm

o Tuesday, April 29th @ Rosamond at 3:15pm

o Friday, May 2nd vs Rosamond at 3:15pm



El Tejon Middle School
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All Things Local



California Poppy (a.k.a Eschscholzia

californica) Bloom along the Grapevine

and the Western Antelope Valley



The hills in our area have become green and along SR

138, particularly between Gorman and Neeenach entire

fields of orange blooming California Poppies can be

seen. The California poppy was designated the state

flower of California in 1903, and May 13 - 18 is Poppy

Week. Native California tribes valued the poppy as a

food source and for the oil extracted from the plant.

####



Proposed Water Rate

Increase - Townhall

Meeting by the Frazier

Park

Public

Utility

District (FPPUD) on

Thursday, April 17, 2014

The FPPUD Board, after many discussions, came to the

conclusion that it is necessary for the financial stability

of the District and therefore in the best interest of the

District's landowners to propose an increase in fees for

the use of clean, safe, and sufficient water.

At a tomorrow’s townhall meeting, on Thursday, April

17, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Building across

from the Frazier Park Library, the Board will recommend

an increase for the monthly basic water charges, which

currently (and in the future) depend on the size of the

meter which go from 3/4 inch to 6 inch meters for

businesses.

At the same time the Board will introduce a commodity

charge for the water used, staggered by 1-10,000 gallons,

10,001 - 15,000 gallons, 15,001 - 20,000 gallons, and

over 20,000 gallons.
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