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	 Grand Old Seniors

Emily Esfahani-Smith

	

As the first female editor of The Dartmouth Review

in years, Emily Esfahani-Smith commanded the paper by

setting high standards for her writers and staff, constantly

reaching out to promising young writers, and making fine

use of the Review’s journalistic lance to provide informative, exciting, and often explosive news stories to the

Dartmouth community. Her abilities as an editor were

only surpassed by her legacy as a uniquely gifted writer

and journalist, for which she has won numerous awards

and plaudits. Of particular importance in her collection

of writings for the Review were: a book review of Cormac

McCarthy’s The Road (see TDR 1/12/07), which brought

Emily to the attention of publishers Smith &amp; Kraus, where

she’s worked as an editor and for whom she’s written

two forthcoming books; a hard-hitting news story on

Chair of the Trustees Ed Haldeman’s activities as CIO

and CEO of Putnam Investments (see TDR 4/21/08);

and her parting editorial on the meaning of heroism at

Dartmouth (see TDR 3/13/09). Emily will be continuing

her journalistic escapades this summer at the Wall Street

Journal’s editorial page as a Bartley Fellow, from which

she will move onto the staff of The Weekly Standard in

Washington, DC this fall.



Weston R. Sager

	



Mr. Sager has been with the Review since Freshman



year and has written with tenacity and panache on a variety

of topics, but really came into his own as the Review’s

Middle East Correspondent, covering such hot-button

issues as war and geography (see TDR 10/31/08). Writing is only one of Mr. Sager’s many contributions to the

paper—where he also made his mark was on the business

side, eventually becoming president of our esteemed

organization in the winter of 2008. Mr. Sager’s business

style was an amalgamation of financial savvy and the kind

of good-ole-fashioned common sense only possessed by

pig-wrestling New Hampshirites. During his stint in office, the Review saw a number of improvements including

solvency. Mr. Sager was oft-referred to as a gentleman and

a scholar; now it’s at least half true having been awarded

a Fulbright Scholarship to study in Morocco next year.



a writer and editor, he was a force on the paper providing a constant source of entertainment to the staff (see

TDR 3/3/06). Mr. Russell’s post-graduate plans include

continued flamboyant gallivanting and work at Target

Point, a political consulting firm in Washington D.C.



Befuddled?

Perplexed?



Michael C. Russell

	

Say what you will about Mike Russell, but he has been

and remains a Reviewer in the truest sense. Mr. Russell

began his career with the paper as an enthusiastic peagreen, garnering the title of “Freshman of the Week” on

more than one occasion. Mr. Russell rose quickly through

the editorial ranks of the Review, demonstrating a keen

eye for misplaced punctuation. In addition to being an

editor-savant, he was also a College historian of sorts-regaling readers with tale of Dartmouth’s Indians (see

TDR 5/18/06). Though eventually becoming the Executive

Editor of the Review, Mr. Russell was more than just
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Goodbye ‘09s	

Goodbye President Wright

	

It is commencement season—a time for fond remem- amalgam of alumni controversies, veteran affairs, and ice

brances, a time for disillusioned gazings into the future, cream socials on the Green.

a time for celebrating an achievement, and a time for 	

The exhibit understandably glosses his most controplatitudes to replace, well, other platitudes.

versial acts as president (like the reorganization of campus

	

Around this time of year, commencement speakers northward, away from the Green), or leaves them out

and editorialists alike try to distill the diploma into few altogether—S.L.I. and the Board Restructuring. Even

words, to translate what the last four years will mean for so, one comes away from the exhibit with little sense of

the rest of your life.

what vision he had for Dartmouth, if any. His time at the

	

One hears phrases bandied about like (the standard) College as an administrator was marked by administration

“entering the real world,”

and not vision.

(the Dartmouth related) “oh

	

Yet, Wright’s legacy is

the places you’ll go,” and

far from written in stone.

(the current events specific)

He has demonstrated lead“please stay optimistic.” The

ership and vision when it

truth is this: it’s a grim time to

comes to a new G.I. Bill of

be leaving college, but you’ll

Rights. If he continues to

probably be fine. I won’t

successfully advocate for the

trot out any advice because,

rights of returning veterans,

quite frankly, I haven’t any.

that may very well become

You’ll leave Hanover, and

the defining memory of

you’ll find your way.

President Wright. In what

	

As we prepare to say

has been a quiet year for

goodbye to the ‘09s, the ColWright, there is already a

lege will also be saying goodsense of rehabilitation. The

bye to President Wright. He

Student Life Inititiative is

A.S. Erickson

came to Dartmouth in 1969,

ancient news; the alumni

a young marine veteran who

controversy has fallen from

had just gotten a Ph.D. in American History. After forty the headlines since the Association of Alumni withdrew

years at the College on the Hill, he is handing over the the lawsuit last summer; Ed Haldeman, Chairman of the

reins to President-elect Jim Kim this summer.

Board of Trustees, has been so prominent an advocate

	

As part of the process of letting go, the library orga- in the controversy that Wright has been able to take a

nized an exhibit chronicling Wright’s time. I wandered backseat. In short, Wright can likely look forward to a

down the main hall of Baker, reading through the large controversy-free retirement.

posters detailing Wright’s life and his achievements at 	

At the end of each convocation, President Wright was

Dartmouth. There were pictures from the Galena mines fond of telling each incoming class, “We have work to do,

and his time in the marines—he was also pictured in you and I—and it is time to begin!” President Wright’s

his office with veterans currently attending Dartmouth. work at Dartmouth has come to a close. All we can hope

Viewed chronologically, the panels not only tell the story from him now is that his abiding interest in facial hair

of Wright at the College, they also tell the story of his continues unchecked. I said earlier that I’ve no advice

evolving attitude toward facial hair.

for our graduating seniors, and that’s true—but I do

	

To a generation of Dartmouth students he will be have something of a plea: stay involved with Dartmouth.

remembered as the man who regaled them with stories of Your work here, as an alumnus or alumna, is never done.

the Wild West. To others he’ll be remembered as Presi- For some of you that will mean serving on the Alumni

dent James Freedmen’s protégé. The generation before Council, Association of Alumni, or Board of Trustees,

mine will undoubtedly remember him as the man behind but for most it will simply mean sending in a check and

the disastrous Student Life Initiative (S.L.I.). What will voting during elections. Stay informed, stay involved,

this last generation remember Wright for? Probably an stay a son or daughter of Dartmouth.
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	 Goodbye President Wright

By A.S. Erickson

Editor’s Note: James Wright’s imminent retirement means

this will be the final commencement ceremony over which

he will preside. The following was initially published after

Wright’s announcement of his retirement in 2008. It is a

short retrospective of the major events and controversies

of his presidency.

Freedman Before Dartmouth

	

Any retrospective of the Wright Presidency must begin

with a look back at the tenure of his predecessor and mentor,

James Freedman. Freedman was raised in Manchester, New

Hampshire. His father was a high school English teacher;

his mother was a self-hating Jew. Freedman’s mother was

a wildly ambitious woman who drummed her own ambition

into her son from early on in his childhood; this included

an almost cult-like worship of Harvard. From Manchester,

Freedman graduated from Harvard College and Yale Law

School. After a clerkship with Thurgood Marshall he settled

into a professorial appointment at Penn Law School, where

he remained for eighteen years.

	

At Penn, Freedman regularly taught classes and published extensively as he climbed up through the ranks of

the school’s administration. By the end of his stay at the

University of Pennsylvania, he had been made the Dean

of the law school. He left Penn for the Presidency of the

University of Iowa, where he oversaw the expansion of that

school’s graduate programs. He left Iowa for Dartmouth

in 1987. Shortly before he left, however, he convinced the

Iowa legislature to finance a laser center that he claimed

would bring 12,000 jobs to the state. Iowa legislators subsequently claimed that Freedman purposely misled them,

but by that time he was gone.

Freedman at Dartmouth

	

When Freedman telephoned his mother with the news

that he had been named the President of Dartmouth, his

mother consoled him by saying, “That’s okay, next time it

will be Harvard.” It is in this vein that Freedman oversaw

Dartmouth during his tenure: it was a poor imitation of



gular students whose greatest pleasures may come

not from the camaraderie of classmates, but from

the lonely acts of writing poetry or mastering the

cello or solving mathematical riddles or translating

Catullus. We must make Dartmouth a hospitable

environment for students who march to a different

drummer—for those creative loners and daring

dreamers whose commitment to the intellectual and

artistic life is so compelling that they appreciate,

as Prospero reminded Shakespeare’s audiences,

that for certain persons a library is ‘dukedom large

enough.

	

Unsurprisingly, the kind of peace and solace Freedman

sought out for his students was not found in the basement

of the College’s notorious fraternities: like his successor

James Wright, Freedman would lose the support of alumni

and students by instituting measures that made the daily

operations of Greek organizations very difficult. An unprecedented number of fraternities were placed under probation

during Freedman’s tenure as president; he pushed rush

back to sophomore fall; and, for a time, he banned kegs at

fraternities altogether.

	

Freedman’s aspirations for career advancement were

dashed, in part, by this newspaper. Two events in particular

attracted national media attention. The first was Freedman’s

continual denunciations of The Dartmouth Review in

1988. That spring, the paper had printed a transcript of

Professor Bill Cole’s music class, in which it was revealed

Cole talked about many things (often using expletive-laced

descriptions)—but he spoke very little about music. The

Wall Street Journal called Freedman the Bull Conner of

academia when Freedman came to the defense of Cole by

labeling the Review a “racist” publication (Cole was black)

and by suspending three editors and placing a fourth on

probation.

	

The second event was the sabotage of the Review’s

masthead quote—traditionally a quote from Theodore

Roosevelt, it had been replaced with a quote from Mein

Kampf by a disgruntled staffer. The paper was cleared of

any wrongdoing by the Anti-Defamation League of B’nai

Birth. It was largely rumored at the time that Freedman’s

pitiless hectoring of his own students in these two incidents

persuaded the Corporation of Harvard not to hire him to

fill the recently vacated President’s office there.

Wright Under Freedman



—Freedman and Wright—

its southerly sister, Harvard. His disdain for Dartmouth

tradition was palpable.

	

It was Freedman’s emphasis on campus expansion,

however, that engendered most of the alumni antipathy

he encountered. For instance, the size of the administration grew from 400 administrators to 650 between 1985

and 1995. In addition, a matrix was uncovered in the early

nineties that examined three sizes in campus capacity and

enrollment: undergraduate levels at 5,500 students, 7,900

students, and 9,000 students.

	

Furthermore, Freedman’s vision for the College ran

in direct opposition to the course the College traditionally

took. This became clear in his inaugural address:

We must strengthen our attraction for those sin	

Mr. Erickson is a junior at the College and Editor of The

Dartmouth Review.

	

Photographs are courtesy of the Dartmouth College

Library.



	

James Wright has been at Dartmouth since 1969 when

he was hired as an assistant professor in the History Department. He came to the College straight from the University

of Wisconsin where he earned his Ph.D. Wright had close

professional ties to Freedman; it was Freedman who made

him Dean of the Faculty in 1987. When Freedman took a

sabbatical in 1995, it was Wright who was acting president.

Later on, when Freedman promoted Wright to Provost

without a formal search committee, the faculty rebelled,

forcing Wright to tender a letter of resignation.

	

The controversy had more to do with Freedman than

objections to Wright as the new provost. In the late eighties,

the Provost’s Office was redefined by Freedman so that the

Dean of the Faculty as well as the deans of the professional

schools reported to it. In exchange for the increased power

placed in the provost position, the faculty required Freedman to establish a formal search committee for each new

provost. Faculty members would compose a majority of the

committee.

	

The debacle included an interdepartmental clash as

different departments either pushed for Wright’s resignation or protested with a petition for his reinstatement. The

History and hard science departments were particularly

vocal in their support for Wright—who had earlier chaired

the curriculum committee that changed the core requirements to allegedly favor the hard and social sciences. For

instance, tenured professors in the Chemistry and Biology

departments sent letters to the untenured professors; the

letters strongly ‘urged’ junior faculty to sign the petition for

Wright’s reinstatement.

A Research University in All but Name

	

The professional trust Freedman placed in Wright was

significant, and when it came time to find a replacement for

Freedman, Wright was the natural choice. The selection

of Wright was announced on April 6, 1998. On that day he

addressed the Dartmouth community in Alumni Hall, in

which he made clear his initial priorities. He announced



that his “vision of Dartmouth is of a research community

that is committed to attracting and retaining the very best

faculty and recruiting and engaging the very best students.”

He went on to say, “Dartmouth is a research university in

all but name, and we are not going to be deflected from our

purposes.”

	

In a short interview Wright told the New York Times that

he expected “to continue to expand Dartmouth’s strengths

as a research institution.”

	

During the spring he repeatedly emphasized increasing the graduate programs without sacrificing the quality of

undergraduate education. A favorite line of argument he

deployed was pointing to the existence of the professional



—Wright as Dean of the Faculty—

schools, while brushing over differences between Ph.D.

programs—which utilize the same professors that teach

undergraduates—and professional schools, which have

separate pools of educators. Over that summer, alumni

roundly criticized him for moving Dartmouth away from a

liberal arts college tradition. Sensitive to the controversy,

Wright attempted in his inaugural address to put his position into context:

When I spoke to the Dartmouth community last

spring upon the announcement of my election as

president, I reiterated what my predecessors in the

Wheelock Succession had earlier acknowledged:

that Dartmouth College is a university in all but

name. What was true in President Dickey’s day is

even more true today. If neither of the descriptive

labels — college or university — fits us easily, that is

eminently acceptable, because we are comfortable

with what we are and with what we aspire to be.

Typically, colleges are primarily concerned with

undergraduate education and teaching. Universities

are primarily engaged in graduate education and

also place a greater emphasis on faculty research.

We at Dartmouth are proud to call ourselves a College, recognizing that Dartmouth is a college that

has many of the best characteristics of a university.

We are a university in terms of our activities and

our programs, but one that remains a college in

name and in its basic values and purposes. In this

paradox, in this tension, lies our identity and our

strength.

[…]

What does it mean for us as faculty members that

Dartmouth is both a college and a university? It

means that we share institutional obligations, even

as we remain active participants in the worldwide

community of scholars within our disciplines. It

means that our small size can be an advantage,

because of the flexibility it affords. Cooperative

endeavors and shared ambitions often bear more

and better fruit than can result from individuals

working alone. Cross-disciplinary collaborations

in many fields not only enhance the teaching and

research enterprises, but they also contribute to

personal and professional satisfactions. Being a

faculty member at Dartmouth provides the opportunity to teach and to work closely with some of

the finest undergraduate students in the country,

in a residential community that encourages and

supports research.

What does it mean for you as undergraduate

students that Dartmouth is both a college and a
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	 His Mentor, his Time, and his Policies

university? It means a size and scale and aspiration

sufficient to afford a rich curriculum, but within a

community that one can stroll across in 10 minutes

and meet friends along the way. It means an unsurpassed range of off-campus opportunities second

to none and arts programs that are incredibly rich

and accessible. It means the opportunity to study

with faculty who are committed both to teaching

and to scholarship. Perhaps most important, being

a student at Dartmouth means being encouraged to

take one’s self seriously as a young scholar—a person

of promise who has a rare and valuable opportunity

to learn and grow. It means that here students are

not merely passive recipients of information, but

are active participants in their own learning process.

It means also that the out-of-classroom experience

complements and supports the central mission of

the College. Whether it is in athletic competition

or recreational sports or artistic pursuits, or in conversations at the residence halls or dining tables, we

recognize that learning here has never been—nor

should it be—limited to the classroom.

	

The most significant move Wright has made during his

time as President in this direction is in campus buildings.

Many have focused on the residential buildings: in Fahey/

McLane and the McLaughlin Cluster, the campus has eight

new dorms with hundreds of beds, and a significant part

of Wright’s northward expansion away from the Green is

wrapped up in the McLaughlin Cluster. More understated

is the College’s choice of which departments to give new

buildings to. Of the three most prominent new academic

buildings (Moore, Haldeman, and Kemeny), two are for

departments that have graduate programs: Psychological

and Brain Sciences, and Mathematics.

Student Life Initiative



the Daily Dartmouth: the Greek system. In the interview

he stated that the Initiative would put an end to the Greek

system “as we know it.” An editorial in the Valley News

stated, “College President James Wright has unequivocally

stated that single-sex Greek organizations are doomed.” We

know now, of course, that some of the less controversial

principles were accomplished (i.e. the new dormitories),

while the most controversial principle—making fraternity

and sorority houses coeducational—was less successfully

implemented.

	

It is difficult in today’s campus climate to imagine the

outrage. When the Review ran its controversial “Natives”

issue in the fall of 2006, about three hundred people gathered in front of Dartmouth Hall to either protest or watch

the protest. In comparison, after the S.L.I. was announced

over one thousand students marched to the President’s mansion, where they sang the Alma Mater three times before

dispersing. Not content with marches, the students also

cancelled that year’s Winter Carnival in protest. The S.L.I.,

a broad reform initiative, had instantly become a narrow

referendum on the Greek System.

	

The S.L.I., then, was mostly a public relations disaster.

Yes, it did spawn other smaller disasters like the college

funded “Kick @$$ Party” in 2002, but it also provided the

initial impetus toward things like better residential buildings, more campus dining areas, 24-hour study areas, and

other things. Wright has probably shouldered an unfair

amount of blame for the S.L.I., whose roots reach back to

the late ‘80s and Freedman; but, if nothing else, it was his

job to sell the Initiative to the Dartmouth Community. On

that account he failed. In the winter of 1999 two thousand

undergraduates were surveyed: eighty-three percent favored

single-sex Greek houses.

Wright and Governance



	

Disgruntled alumni began to voice their dicontent

through the petition mechanism in trustee elections. T.J.

	

Wright’s emphasis on graduate education was quickly Rodgers ’70 became the second petition candidate to sucovershadowed by a statement he issued in conjunction with cessfully run for the Board of Trustees in 2004; the first since

the Board of Trustees on February 9, 1999. In the statement John Steel ‘54 won in 1980. Rodgers’ campaign focused

he announced the creation of the “Student Life Initiative” on free speech, criticizing a letter of President Wright’s

(S.L.I.). The Initiative was to be guided by the following in the wake of Zeta Psi’s derecognition that stated, “[I]t is

five principles: (1) “There should be greater choice and hard to understand why some want still to insist that their

continuity in residential living and improved residential ‘right’ to do what they want trumps the rights, feelings, and

space.” (2) “There should be additional and improved social considerations of others. We need to recognize that speech

spaces controlled by students.” (3) “The system should be has consequences for which we must account.” Zete was

substantially coeducational and provide opportunities for derecognized for printing a lewd pamphlet.

	 Peter Robinson ’79 and Todd Zywicki ’88 followed

he debacle included an interdepartmen- in Rodger’s footsteps, when they successfully ran as

tal clash as different departments either petition candidates in 2005. The College responded by

attempting to change the constitution that governed the

pushed for Wright’s resignation or protested trustee elections. In favor of the changes were President

with a petition for his reinstatement.

Wright, the Alumni Council, and the Dartmouth Alumni

for Common Sense, which was headed by Susan Dentzer

’77, a former trustee and co-chair of the S.L.I. committee.

greater interaction among all Dartmouth students.” (4) “The

number of students living off campus should be reduced.” Various machinations were used to increase the likelihood

(5) “The abuse and unsafe use of alcohol should be elimi- of the constitution’s success—including a dubious vote that

lowered the threshold needed for approval from three-quarnated.”

	

Though the principles were rather vague, Wright made ters to two-thirds—yet a majority of alumni voted down the

the focus of the S.L.I. eminently clear in an interview with constitution in the fall of 2006. That next spring Stephen



T



Smith ’88 was elected, the fourth petition candidate in a

row.

	

Realizing that alumni did not want a radical change in

the College’s character, the Board and Wright decided that

it would be impossible to achieve the changes they wanted

democratically. In the fall of 2007 they announced that they

were adding eight additional charter (appointed) trustee

seats on the Board and zero alumni (elected) trustee seats.

If allowed to proceed, the Board’s plan would significantly

change the balance of power: from a fifty-fifty split between

charter and alumni trustees to a two-thirds majority in favor



—Wright on a fundraising trip to Japan in 1997—

of the charter trustees, minus ex officio trustees (the President of the College, and Governor of New Hampshire).

The governance changes on the Board have brought about

protest from alumni, a lawsuit, and meddling from the New

Hampshire House of Representatives within the last year.

	

After the lawsuit was brought to New Hampshire’s

Grafton Country, Wright and the Board attempted to get

the motion dismissed. The motion to dismiss was denied

in court on February 1, 2008. On the morning of February

4, Wright declared his intentions to resign in June 2009.

Wright and the Marines

	

President Wright’s support of wounded veterans has

been the most distinctive mark of his tenure. Wright, himself

a Marine, conceived of and helped gather $300,000 in seed

money for an educational counseling service for wounded

soldiers returning from the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan.

In the last year the program has worked with about 250

veterans. Dartmouth has since accepted veterans as new

students both through the counseling program and separate

from it. Wright has also lobbied for increased government

financial aid for returning veterans.

	

Wright’s legacy is a mixed bag. Those who wish to

remember the good will look to the impressive number of

new buildings and programs like the veteran counseling

service. Critics will undoubtedly remember him mostly for

his assault on the Greek system and alumni governance. The

truth is President Wright has made some massive miscalculations, but he has also been an impressive fundraiser and

a president who competently kept Dartmouth competitive

with the greatest schools in the country. If Freedman’s

disastrous vision for the College nearly took the College

and its traditions down, then Wright’s lack of vision at least

kept the College afloat. 				
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	 Dartmouth’s New Speech Professor

By Michael C. Russell



inevitable moment when he would have to speak in front of

a class. However, the moment his professor began speaking, Compton discovered how different this class was from

what he had expected. The professor approached public

speaking not as a presentation, a form of one-man acting

for an audience, but as a dialogue between the speaker and

his audience, “speaking not to, but with the audience,” as

Compton put it. This basic principle has influenced everything the professor has done since then.

	

Within only a few weeks, Compton found that his public

speaking had improved markedly and that he wanted to

devote himself to public speaking. Soon, he found himself

involved in the Speech and Debate Team, where he achieved

tremendous success in multiple events, winning numerous

state and national championships, a fact he revealed only

after sustained prodding. Though he competed in “everything

[he] could,” Compton seemed most proud of the help he

provided to his teammates in improving their own public

speaking. It was “seeing the talents of others develop” that

he found most rewarding, he said. This ensured that he

would find himself teaching after graduation.

	

After graduation Compton indeed found himself

involved in education; he taught sophomore English and

Debate and coached the Speech and Debate team at Willard

High School, in a suburb of St. Louis. He found himself at

home at Willard, where he was given a chance to influence

young public speakers at one of the most important times

in their lives. As he put it, underclassmen in high school



where he enrolled in a Ph.D. program at the University of

Oklahoma. Compton told the Review that the University

	

Great speakers mark every page in the annals of hisof Oklahoma, besides having the best college football team

tory. From Pericles and Caesar to Lincoln and Churchill,

in the land, was a wonderful resource for political comthe great men of history have been speakers and used their

munication. It has “one of, if not the largest, resources of

oratorical skills to sway armies and people to their side. The

political advertisements in the country,” in addition to a

great teachers in history—Aristotle, Cicero, etc—extolled the

“sterling reputation” for communication studies. In three

value of speech and rhetoric as part of a liberal arts education.

short years, Compton would complete his Ph.D. and prove

Professor of Speech, Joshua Compton, recently joined the

he was a rising star in communications studies.

Dartmouth faculty to educate students in the great art of

	

One of Compton’s first, and eventually most important,

rhetoric. Dartmouth itself has a great tradition and history

decisions upon arriving at Oklahoma was to ask recently apof students-turned-orators, and Professor Compton is here

pointed Department Chair Michael Pfau to be his advisor.

to reaffirm that legacy.

For those unfamiliar with communications, Pfau is one of

	

Dartmouth, since its founding, has been a major conthe most published scholars in his field and both well known

tributor to the history of American speech. Though men like

and respected in communications circles. Perhaps more

the great orator and minister Jonathan Edwards predate the

relevant is that he is also infamous for being a “challenging

College by a century, they constitute the first generation of

and demanding professor.” Compton counts himself as

American speakers who were largely protestant preachers.

either “exceedingly naïve or brave” to have asked Pfau to

Eleazar Wheelock himself inherited this tradition for the

be his advisor. Despite this, the success Compton achieved

College, while driving members of his parish to tears with

under Pfau’s direction and prompting is quite singular.

his fiery sermons.

	

After three years, Compton had already participated

	

Daniel Webster, who of course attended Dartmouth,

in and directed major research projects, which resulted in

was among the first great political speakers in the United

multiple publications before Oklahoma had even conferred

States; his words could affect the political temperament of

him a Ph.D. What set him apart almost as much as his

the nation. As a Representative, he impressed his colleagues

prolificacy was the quality of his scholarship; he presented

with his talent. Later, his eloquence saved the College in

papers that had been accepted by his peers at numerous

the famous case Dartmouth College v. Woodward. “It is, sir,

conferences throughout his time at Oklahoma. It is a rare

as I have said, a small college. And yet there are those who

enough feat to present even a couple papers throughout

love it!” has become a de facto motto for

one’s studies, but Compton’s dedication

how we see the College. Later his “Seventh

insight guaranteed his continual presost appealing of all about Dartmouth, Compton says, was the and

of March” address nearly single-handedly

ence at such conferences; he even once

amount of enthusiasm there was among the student body for presented five papers at the same conferpreserved the American union for another

decade by calling upon his countrymen’s speech. As he is wont to say, communications professors always ask ence, a personal record, which, though

pride to maintain their most sacred country

awe-inspiring, seemed to be too exhausting

despite vehement disagreement. Without what speech classes would be like if students did not have to take for him to even recollect.

question Dartmouth has claim to one of them, and at Dartmouth he seems to have found his answer,

	Compton’s success can easily be attributed

the most powerful American orators of all

to the fact that he and Professor Pfau are

time.

are hypersensitive to issues of image. Helping them control two of the leading scholars of Inoculation Theory. Even to

	

But even today we can, among our alumni, find some of this fear inspired the professor. Beyond that, he had the speak about Inoculation Theory clearly excites Compton,

the greatest speechwriters of our time. Those men influence opportunity to build the Speech and Debate program as who expressed several times how new and powerful a theory

policy not as the speaking voice at the podium, but through he saw fit—and build it he did.

it is. The best way to explain Inoculation Theory may be

the words that give voice life. Trustee Peter Robinson ’79 	

The program had hobbled along for years before to use his own words: that it acts to “ideas like a vaccine

worked as a wordsmith for President Reagan in the eight- Compton arrived, but its potential had been simmering just does to a virus.” In essence Inoculation Theory attempts to

ies and crafted the powerful words: “General Secretary beneath the surface until he arrived. By his own recollection, thwart Persuasion Theory, which presents several methods

Gorbachev, if you seek peace, if you seek prosperity for the the first meeting had almost fifty students in attendance. of public speaking that persuade an audience to believe and

Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, if you seek liberalization: The second had just four. He explained to the Review internalize the message and arguments of the speaker. The

Come here to this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, open this gate! Mr. that the downsizing had come when he told the students research into Persuasion Theory revealed that it is incredibly

Gorbachev, tear down this wall!”

his expectations of the members of the team, which were effective at influencing an audience and a powerful tool for

	

No news reel of President Reagan or the Cold War can significantly more than most had anticipated. This intense any speaker who knows how to properly use it, which led

be counted complete without a clip of those immortal words work ethic defines Compton’s approach to anything he does; to communications scholars wondering how to combat it.

in it. Many other alumni worked for Reagan in the eighties he is simply unwilling to settle for mediocrity and expects 	

Inoculation Theory attempts to create a message that

and have worked for other politicians over the years; former his students to improve continually and always succeed. once received by the audience prepares them to refute

Review Editor-in-Chief Alston Ramsay ’04 currently works The greatest testament to the success of his method is the whatever arguments the speaker spoke against. The inoculaas a speechwriter for Secretary of Defense Robert Gates. success of his students, who went on to win the conference tion speaker thus intends not to persuade an audience of a

Some of Ramsay’s work has changed the public conversation championship. These achievements attracted other students point, but rather to convince them that some other point is

in this country on defense and Iraq.

back to the program until about eighteen students were fully unviable by providing reasons the audience can carry with

	

Dartmouth has certainly made its mark on the history committed by the end of Compton’s first year.

them. Compton describes Inoculation Theory as incredibly

of speech with the contributions of its alumni to the public 	

Though Willard felt like home to Compton, in the spring powerful; research on its efficacy shows audience members

conversation in America. With Professor Compton’s newly of his first year he received a call from Southwest Baptist can remain inoculated to an idea for up to two years after

inaugurated public speaking and speechwriting classes, to return to his alma mater to lecture and help coach the hearing a speech. Furthermore, he and Pfau have proposed

Dartmouth’s contribution to the history of American rhetoric Speech and Debate program. Incidentally, the call came the idea that the inoculation can be spread by “word of

will only grow.

from that very first speech professor Compton had on that mouth.” Thus, an audience can carry a speaker’s message

	

Professor Compton is a genuine, self-assured man, Monday morning back in 1993. Compton tells the Review beyond the venue in which it was delivered.

having been validated by his peers for his many accomplish- that he did not accept the teaching post right on the spot. 	

After the University of Oklahoma conferred Compton

ments—but there is no trace of hubris in his confidence. The offer to return to his alma mater and achieve a professo- his Ph.D., he returned to Southwest Baptist to be DepartPerhaps it is his midwestern charm that puts one at ease rial-level position only a year after graduating was incredibly ment Chair of Speech. During this time he realized that

around him, or that most endearing of traits, characteristic tempting, but he loved where he was. Eventually, though, though he loved his alma mater, the administrative tasks

of most Dartmouth professors: he cares about his students. he came to realize that it was too great a chance to pass up associated with being Chair distracted him from what he

Regardless of what it is, Compton’s background inevitably and started as a lecturer in speech and an Assistant Coach had set out to do—teach. So he began to send out feelers

pushed him toward a place like Dartmouth.

for the Speech and Debate Team in the fall of 1998.

to assess what his options would be if he chose to move on

	

At Southwest Baptist University in Bolivar, Missouri, 	

As Compton returned to Southwest Baptist, he also from Southwest Baptist. By chance, Dartmouth advertised

Compton earned his bachelor’s degree in English and Speech began pursuing a master’s degree at Missouri State Uni- about a new speech position in a communications journal,

Teaching. He will be the first person to tell you that he was versity and underwent a transformation in how he thought and he got in contact with the College, while speaking to colan unlikely candidate for a major in speech when he arrived about speech. While in college he had always focused on the leagues about what sort of environment he could expect.

on campus, for in his youth, he had a stuttering problem speaker and his role in a speech, which was reflective of his 	

Most appealing of all about Dartmouth, Compton says,

that led to a quiet demeanor. His career plan was to enter own level of involvement in speech. Through his master’s was the amount of enthusiasm there was among the student

journalism where he could work “behind the scenes” and program, though, he fell in love with rhetorical speaking. body for speech. As he is wont to say, communications

never have to do anything like public speaking. How did His passion shifted away from the speaker to the speaker’s professors always ask what speech classes would be like if

he wind up in a speech class if he so feared it? It was a message and the effect that message has. His precise area of students did not have to take them, and at Dartmouth he

required class at Southwest Baptist.

expertise was rhetorical analysis of political communication seems to have found his answer, which is clearly pleasing.

	

Compton could recount quite vividly the first day he and mass communication. In other words, Compton was This term he is teaching Public Speaking, which he will again

had speech class. It was on a Monday at 7:30 in the morning interested in what politicians were saying and what they teach in the Winter and Spring. He will also be teaching

back in 1993. He arrived an hour early, before the build- intended to achieve.

Persuasive Public Speaking and Speech Writing. Above

ing had even opened, and waited in his car dreading the 	

After receiving his master’s in 2000, Compton was pro- all, he emphasizes that these classes are not skills classes,

moted to Instructor of Communication Arts at Southwest though they help with skills, but are rooted in theory, which

	

Mr. Russell is a senior at the College and Executive Baptist, a position he held for only a year. In 2001 he found he finds fundamental not only to studying speech, but to

Editor Emeritus of The Dartmouth Review.

himself packing up and moving to Norman, Oklahoma, succeeding at it—a task which he has mastered.
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	 The Stem Cell Debate at Dartmouth

By William D. Aubin



them most promising. On the contrary, their flexibility is embryo to be in possession of the same moral status as an

actually their “central liability”, he said, and they tend to adult human, while acknowledging that the issue has “deep

	

Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk was recently invited to give cause tumors in all tests with rats. On the other hand, sci- meaning to millions of people.”

a lecture entitled “Stem Cells and Cloning: Understanding entists have recently developed ways to extract germ cells 	

Gazzaniga rejected Pacholczyk’s argument about the

the Scientific Issues and the Moral Objections” at Aquinas from the testicles of adult men

efficacy of embryonic stem

House, in observance of the Feast of St. Luke, the patron and to reprogram adult cells so

cells by pointing out that scisaint of medical professionals. Pacholczyk, or Father Tad that they behave in the same way

entist had not had the ability

as he encourages his audience members to call him, is the as embryonic stem cells. Accordto do research “on the scale

Director of Education for the National Catholic Bioethics ing to Rev. Pacholczyk, these

needed to learn about all the

Center. He arrived at this position after receiving degrees breakthroughs make the whole

potential [uses of stem cells],

in philosophy, biochemistry, molecular cell biology, and debate virtually academic.

so it ought not to be surprising

chemistry, a Ph.D. in Neuroscience from Yale Univer- 	

The other misconception

that there are no treatments

sity—and years of research in molecular biology, bioethics, commonly spread in debates

available. He refers to the

and dogmatic theology. In a free public lecture lasting more on the issue is that the Catholic

moratorium on federal funds

than two hours, Pacholczyk outlined both the scientific Church and evangelical groups

for the creation of new stem

and ethical considerations of human embryonic stem cell are against all forms of stem cell

cell lines backed by President

research and to a lesser extent cloning, giving justifications research, something that helps

Bush in 2001. Under the new

for the Catholic Church’s positions on these technologies. celebrity campaigns frame the

Obama administration, there

debate as one of the enlightened

is already indication that the

supporters

of

medicine

versus

a

ban on funds may be one of

azzaniga is sharply critical of the poof backwards Luddites. In

the first changes, by means of

tentiality argument, that because a group

reality, the Catholic Church and

an executive order.

human embryo has the potential to be an most Christians are only opposed

	

Asked directly about

the differences between adult

adult human it is as valuable; he likened it to the use of embryonic stem

and embryonic germ cells

stem cells and embryonic

to equating a Home Depot with a hundred cells

gleaned from abortions, because

stem cells, and why there is

newly created homes.

both require the intentional desuch a push to have access to

struction of a human embryo or

embryonic stem cells when

	

After giving an in depth layman’s version of the science fetus. The use of cells extracted

other sources are available,

involved in stem cell research and a history of both scientific from miscarriages and all other

Gazzaniga answered, “Emmilestones and relevant policy decisions, Pacholczyk cor- sources is allowed and encourbryonic stem cells are differrected what he believed were some of the most pervasive aged.

ent from adult stem cells in

—Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D.—

myths about stem cell research. He believes that individuals 	

According to Pacholczyk, the

that they are pluripotent which

and organizations within the media and others who engage moral rejection of any science that requires the destruction means they can become (replace) any kind of cell in the

in expensive advertising campaigns have deliberately misled of human life is not some “Catholic Issue” that a group of body. Adult stem cells are usually limited to be the cell

the American people in an effort to reframe the debate over religious people are trying to impose upon an otherwise plu- type from the type of tissues they arose from.

the use of human embryos for research.

ralistic society; instead, the responsibility for protecting the 	

There is some evidence of some kind of more general

	

The first myth with which Pacholczyk took issue is most defenseless members of the human race is entrusted plasticity of these cells, but it is limited. Overall there are

that stem cells come only from embryos. In fact, there are to all human beings, something that is revealed through still many unknowns for both types of cells and it will remain

several other varieties of stem cells that are available to and Natural Law. It is the Catholic Church’s position that it that way until more research is done.”

frequently used by

does not matter when

both physicians and

t is the Catholic Church’s position that

exactly a human emresearchers. Adult

bryo is “ensouled”, a

it does not matter when exactly a human

type stem cells are

theological debate that

embryo is “ensouled,” a theological debate

available from the

has lasted for millennia

bodies of adults and

and is often cited by that has lasted for millennia and is often

in pregnancy related

those who maintain that cited by those who maintain that a brain

tissue, such as umbilia brain is a requisite for

cal cords, bone mara developing child to is a requisite for a developing child to be

row, the fat removed

be considered a human considered a human being.

from liposuction, and

being.

nasal epithelium. CaRather, human em- 	

Asked the basic question underlying this debate and that

davers too can be a

bryos are already dis- about abortion, when a human embryo becomes a human

source of stem cells

tinct, individual “beings being, Gazzaniga called it a “social decision, not unlike the

much as they are

that are human”, and kind a society makes about when to call someone legally

utilized for organ

should not be “cannibal- blind.” He stated that within the Catholic Church and all

donation. It is even

ized for stem cell extrac- major religions, there has been debate and disagreement,

possible to extract

tion”. In his conclusion, but it seems evident to him that “a 14 day old embryo, an

embryonic germ cells

Pacholczyk compared entity that does not have a brain does not warrant being

from abortions and

the issue to the legisla- called a human with the moral status of a Dartmouth unmiscarriages. Most

tion protecting Bald dergraduate.”

importantly, PacholGazzaniga is sharply critical of the potentiality arguEagles. In order to 	

czyk pointed out, of

protect the species from ment, that because a human embryo has the potential to be

all the sources of stem

extinction, the federal an adult human it is as valuable; he likened it to equating a

cells, pluripotent emgovernment placed an Home Depot with 100 newly created homes. Alternatively,

bryonic stem cells are

identical penalty on he said, it can be thought of as like a personal computer;

the only forms that

the killing of an adult a person does not bemoan the loss of the hardware of a

have produced no

bird and the destruc- computer, but rather the data within. An embryo with no

human treatments;

tion of an egg; the latter brain and no experiences has no information to be lost, and

the others have aprepresented the earliest is not on the same level of moral value as a human being.

plications ranging

Both men use their experiences within the biomedical

stage of development 	

from heart muscle

of the species, and was field to solve an issue that, at the end of the day, hinges largely

therapy to spinal cord

just as valuable. Should on when an embryo becomes a human being. No matter the

repair.

not human beings be countless diseases that researchers eager for funding predict

	

Pacholczyk also

judged with the same may someday be cured, the fact will remain that no American

called it a myth that

or greater care? The who believes a human being exists from conception will be

embryonic stem cell

Dartmouth Review un- able to support the technology. For someone who rejects

research has shown

derstands that this is an potentiality as a rhetorical strategy, Gazzaniga gives a lot of

the most promise. He

issue on which reason- weight to the potential benefits of a science that has not yet

—Former Dartmouth Professor and Dean Michael S. Gazzaniga—

cited the disparity in

able moral people can yielded any therapies, even though research was allowed

current therapies, but

disagree, and so Michael S. before Bush’s policy and is still allowed with existing stem

also rejected the idea that the pluripotency of embryonic Gazzaniga ‘61, Ph.D., Director of the Sage Center for the cell strains and those created and supported by private

stem cells, their ability to become any type of cell, made Study of Mind at the University of California, Santa Barbara donation. The debate should have been rendered moot by

was asked to explain some of the ethical justifications. He the discovery of ways to make pluripotent cells from adult

	

Mr. Aubin is a sophomore at the College and a Manag- indicated that, “The handling of human tissue has always cells by using genetic reprogramming; with Barack Obama’s

ing Editor of The Dartmouth Review.

commanded the respect of the biomedical community and staunch support, the issue may become more controversial

n

always will.” However, Gazzaniga does not consider an than ever. 					
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	 Tucker’s Refound Mission:

Mostafa A. Heddaya

	

Following Stuart Lord’s recent resignation, College

Chaplain Richard Crocker was promoted to be the dean of

the Tucker Foundation. Crocker, who officially succeeded

Lord as dean of the Tucker Foundation on September 15,

has spent the last five and a half years as College Chaplain.

At its founding in 1951, Tucker was charged with the mission of preserving and promoting the spiritual and moral

elements of campus life—at that time, this implicitly meant

the religious life of campus. Instead of remaining faithful to

its founding purpose, the foundation has moved increasingly away from its mission, instead embracing secular,

ideologically inclusive goals, like community service and

leftist activism. With the ascendance of Chaplain Crocker

to the deanship, the Tucker Foundation, according to the

Chaplain, will work to restore Tucker to its original mission.

In light of these changes in the Tucker Foundation, TDR sat

down with several figures involved with religious life at the

College to examine Dartmouth’s cultural and pedagogical

relationship with religion.

	

To understand why Tucker moved away from its original

mission, it’s important to first examine why college campuses

are secular today. In 2005, Student Body president Noah

Riner ‘06 famously provoked an avalanche of outrage when

he dared briefly to mention Jesus Christ in his Convocation

speech for the class of 2009. Riner spoke about character

and, in passing, mentioned the example of Jesus Christ:

Jesus is a good example of character, but He’s also much

more than that. He is the solution to flawed people like

corrupt Dartmouth alums, looters, and me.

	 It’s so easy to focus on the defects of others and

ignore my own. But I need saving as much as they

do.

	 Jesus’ message of redemption is simple. People are

imperfect, and there are consequences for our actions.

He gave His life for our sin so that we wouldn’t have



professors abuse the privilege of the lectern by preaching an was the last ministerial president of Dartmouth. Changing

intellectual orthodoxy that categorically denies the value of academic attitudes regarding the blending of religion and

religion as anything more than the subject of sterile academic education caused a nationwide move to secularize higher

education. This movement resulted in the eventual creation

inquiry.

	

With religion so besieged, the Tucker Foundation, the of the Tucker Foundation. Crocker elaborates:

very organization created to foster religious life at Dartmouth,

Things change, the academic specialties changed

seems uninterested in creating campus-wide dialogue and

and the whole road to president changed. The

debate on religious issues. Thus, religious education at

Tucker Foundation was created by President

Dartmouth has been relegated to an institution unwilling

Dickey and charged with continuto shoulder its burden, placing a proper

ing the moral and spiritual work

understanding of religion beyond the

of Dartmouth College. It doesn’t

scope of a Dartmouth education.	

specifically mention religion,

	

President John Sloan Dickey

but at that time, it was sort of

exorcised the religious element from

understood that this would be the

Parkhurst in 1951 by founding the Tucker

religious center of the College as

Foundation. Charged with “educat[ing]

well…I think the College has a

Dartmouth students to think and act as

historical connection with reliethical leaders and responsible citizens

gious concerns that is important

in the global community through service,

for the College to continue to

character development, and spiritual

affirm. I think it’s important for

exploration,” the Tucker Foundation’s

us to affirm it broadly; it’s not

essential purpose was to foster religious

a narrow concern, it’s not that

life at Dartmouth.

there is a particular point of view

	

As both college chaplain and dean

which is going to be upheld or

of the Tucker Foundation, Richard

inculcated in students. But the

Crocker is the first person to hold both

religious concern has been such

positions concurrently in a number of

an integral part of Dartmouth

years. According to Crocker, the posiCollege

for so many years that it

tion was originally split with the hiring

—Dean Crocker—

is both historically and morally a

of Scott Brown as Tucker dean in the

component of the granite in your

mid-1990’s. Crocker explains, “[Brown]

brains.

was not a clergy person, there was a sense that the college

	

However, things have changed. We are a much

administration wanted Tucker to become an organizer. He

more pluralistic institution, certainly, and our

was a Dartmouth alum, and had worked at Harvard Busistudent body and culture is much more secular,

ness School…and after three years concluded for a variety

and by our culture I mean New Hampshire and

of reasons that this was not working for him.”

the Northeast, not the nation as a whole. Many

	

Not wanting to openly announce their desire to secustudents come here from a pretty secular backlarize Tucker, the Freedman administration tapped into its

ground. Our figures from the freshman survey

indicate that about a third of the students have no

religious affiliation. And we recognize that there

is a huge amount of the faculty here who are not

just secular, but secularist in their orientation. So

it’s an uneasy balance at times, but it is a balance

and I’d say that because there is one third without

a religious orientation, there are two thirds that do

have one, and they worry about their faith; we have

a huge variety of faiths that people feel strongly

about. If the College did not take that dimension

of students’ lives up, it would be greatly affected.

	

	

Under Freedman, the Tucker Foundation was created

with a new “religious” agenda in mind—activism. Though

initially, it was created to to be the moral and spiritual

center on campus, it was also a center devoted to serving

the community. Lately, this latter part of Tucker’s mission

has been emphasized at the expense of the former. Crocker

continues:

Tucker was from the beginning a place where students who wanted to make a difference—I mean

people who were actually concerned—met to

translate their imagery into something they thought

would improve society. The service program naturally thrived, +and has been sustained and is very

strong and very meaningful in this community.

Obviously that’s something I’m very proud of.

	

At the same time, making a difference socially

has in the past meant engaging social issues. Tucker

was very prominent in aiding the anti-Apartheid

movement which caused some tension between

Tucker’s positions and its students, and many who

gravitated to another perspective. Tucker was identified with that, and I think was proud of the fact

that the College adopted its position. Tucker has



—The Tucker Foundation, founded in 1951, for the pursuit of a moral and spiritual life—



to bear the penalty of the law; so we could see love.

The problem is me; the solution is God’s love: Jesus

on the cross, for us.”



	

Needless to say, the campus was in an uproar for weeks

following Riner’s speech, proving that the academy’s hostility

to religion is alive and well. Far from being an isolated event,

Riner’s run-in with the secularist apparatus at Dartmouth

is a commonplace occurrence, and one would have to look

no further than awkward classroom exchanges and Daily

D opinion pieces to find proof of this tension. All too often,

	

Mr. Heddaya is a sophomore at the College and an Vice

President of The Dartmouth Review.



ever-inventive lexicon of bureaucratic euphemisms: “A word

that I remember hearing was that they wanted Tucker to be

‘entrepreneurial;’ I’m not sure what that means but that’s the

word I remember hearing,” Crocker said.

	

Dartmouth was founded “to encourage

art of my job as chaplain, and now as dean, is to raise

the laudable and charitable design of spreadconcerns about moral issues, and some of those

ing Christian knowledge among the savages

of our American wilderness.” The history of moral issues are also social and political issues.

religion at Dartmouth, thus, is in many ways

also been a center for people who generally have

the history of Dartmouth herself. Crocker agrees, explaining

opposed various wars; the Vietnam War protests

that “The history of Dartmouth is undeniable...Its foundation

were certainly not coordinated by Tucker but I

was steeped in a kind of evangelical Christianity that formed

think it’s fair to say that many Tucker participants,

the very impulse for the creation of this college.” William

including staff, were sympathetic to the protestors

Jewett Tucker, the namesake of the Tucker Foundation,



P
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and supported them in many ways. And I think

it’s true now to say that we continue to emphasize

issues of social justice—there is no single focus on

which all of us agree, but at least part of my job

as chaplain, and now as dean, is to raise concerns

about moral issues and some of those moral issues



taboo. Kevin Reinhart, professor of Religion, adds that:



The most important variable [in religious life at

Dartmouth] is what a student brings to the College. For a person who is churched (or mosqued,

or synagogued) college is a chance to reflect on

their faith, deepen it,

n 1951, Tucker was charged with the mission of preserving and make it less simple, less

promoting the spiritual and moral elements of campus life—at conventional, less suburban, more complex,

that time, this implicitly meant the religious life of campus.

and self-aware. For

those not churched,

are also social and political issues and there is a

college is a chance to consider one’s stance toward

certain tension between just being the “do good”

religion, its claims, its effects. This is an opportuorganization which does good things, and the ornity that really needs to be pursued: to hang out

ganization which provokes.

and have respectful, substantial, discussions about

religion with people who aren’t like you—religious

	

Instead of organizing events that brought religion into

conversations if you are not religious, non-religious

public conversation at Dartmouth, the Tucker Foundation

ones if you are; engage Jewish and Muslim peers

found itself in a bizarre position as a pseudo-activist body—a

position not far from where it is today. Crocker says:



I



public shows of religion.

	

The problem, however, is more than a simple and

detached cultural stance. Professors and college administrators actively reinforce the stigma surrounding religious

expression. Dete continues:

I think that religion is a serious part of academic

discourse, in some sense, because it’s such a huge

part of the world. And it’s funny to see it underrepresented in an academic setting, in my opinion.

I had a friend who had trouble trying to write his

thesis on T.S. Eliot, because he felt like when he

went and talked with his advisor, they discouraged

him from taking a religious route with it.

	

Beyond being a simple bureaucracy for handling the

various components of religious life and organizing service

trips, Tucker seems to have forsaken one of the traditional



In the last few years, Tucker has become much

more “centrist” than it was ten or twelve years ago.

Students who have had concerns about the morality and rightness of the Iraq war gravitated toward

Tucker and certainly found a home and support in

their concerns about that. At the same time, Tucker

has not been leading like ‘Ministers Against the Iraq

War’ who issued statements of caution or concern

about that war publicly, pretty moderate but still

definite statements about it. I think there’s been a

lot of concern at Tucker about gender equity and

we have also helped to sponsor the “Class Divide”

project, in fact we originated it, supported it, and

held workshops. So the set of values that Tucker

espouses are centered on questions of social justice, though we understand that people can take

different perspectives on that subject.

	

In spite of Tucker’s drifting focus, the College has observed increasing levels of student involvement in religious

groups. Over the last ten years, the number of students declaring no affiliation has risen steadily according to Crocker,

from 26% to 33%, while the number of students involved

in religious life on campus has also grown. However, the

former group is substantially more vocal than the latter, and

religious practice is often vilified both inside and outside

the classroom. Crocker explains that this is both the result

of certain attitudes toward religion and the pedagogical

process:

Students are in the position of the development

and establishment of their identity. We are in a

culture in which certain Christian assumptions

have been dominant.

	

To reject those, at least to criticize them, is

a part of becoming an educated person. It’s all a

part of education. But I think that the rejection

of certain evangelical Christianity at Dartmouth

is popular. I think that’s largely due to political

reasons. Ever since Ronald Reagan, we’ve had

an identity of certain political stances to religious

stances and many people want to consider them

the same and want to reject them both.

	

Given this hostility, it seems bizarre that the Tucker

Foundation has chosen to pander to those who are unwilling to broach a topic due to the perception of intellectual



—Rollins Chapel, where Chaplain Crocker gives an ecumenical service each week—

if you are Christian, and so on.



elements of fostering religion on campus: religious introspection.

	

Last spring, the Tucker Foundation hosted a debate

between Dinesh D’Souza and Walter Sinnott-Armstrong

on the topic of religion and morality. This event, which according to Dean Crocker was actually organized by D’Souza

himself, seems to be the correct approach to returning a

frank discussion of religion to the academy. That this event



	

But the very discussion advocated by Professor Reinhart

is jeopardized by the overwhelming amount of hostility

religious students already feel when discussing their faith

in the public sphere at Dartmouth.

	

This attitude is often underpinned by the adversarial

position some professors take when a student broaches

matters of faith in the classroom. In

order for students to have honest and

o put yourself out there as religious, and to identify

meaningful religious dialogue outside

yourself in that way here, is frowned upon...We talk

the classroom, the stigmatization

of religious belief in the classroom so much about diversity, but it ends up being this undifmust end. Andrew Dete, president ferentiated pluralism: i.e. we’re all kind of the same.

of the Campus Ministry Council at

the Catholic Aquinas House, commore or less fell into the hands of the Tucker Foundation

ments:

when they were approached about hosting it is no less than

appalling—these types of events seem central to the mission

To put yourself out there as religious, and to identify

of the Tucker Foundation.

yourself in that way here, is frowned upon...We

	

Although community service is certainly good, Tucker’s

talk so much about diversity, but it ends up being

day-to-day functions aren’t essential to the pedagogical

this undifferentiated pluralism: i.e. we’re all kind

mission of the College. Large, campus-wide lectures and

of the same. I wish people that belonged to difdebates will bring Tucker out of the shadows of irrelevant

ferent religious groups would express that point a

fringe activism and make it a defining Dartmouth institulittle more…I don’t think we should shy away from

tion.	 	
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