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Figaerobics
Find out how this happy little fellow
came to be.
“...looking back I should have probably
tried to use new brushes or effects. Overall
though, I’m pretty happy with my results.”
Casandra Almendariz
This image was created during the week in which we focused on
color. We had to come up with three images. One was to be monochromatic, the other analogous and the third complimentary. For
this spread I am using my complimentary colored image. I tried
to stick with the main tools that we have been using in class but
looking back I should have probably tried to use new brushes or
effects. Overall though, I’m pretty happy with my results.
It is basically a dancing drawing figurine. I used violet and yellow
as my colors and tried to capture the movement I was trying to
portray. These were my end results.
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SUN, SET
Who knew sunsets
could be so fun?
"It was a bit tricky to manifest at
first but I soon began to see what
I wanted to be done." Casandra
Almendariz
For this piece, I basically took the same approach as I had in my
previous images. The only difference was that I used a smaller stroke
throughout the entire piece. I kind of liked the way it looked once you
stare at it from afar. The purpose of this project was to make an image
using analogous colors, for this I chose to use orange and red. It was a
bit tricky to manifest at first but I soon began to see what I wanted to
be done. It was fun working on the thing I love to draw the most, sunsets. In the end this was the result that I got and I am pretty satisfied
with it. If I were to do anything different it would probably be to play
around a little with some of the other tools so it doesnt look too messy.
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Monochromatic
Jug
“The background was not exactly what
I had planned...” Casandra Almendariz
For this piece, I had to use monochromatic colors. I chose to use
the color red and used different values of the single hue. I began by
building the body of the jug and then began to fill it in. I used the
darkest red for shading and the lightest red to show where the light
was coming from and also to show contrast. In the end, I had built
my monochromatic jug. The background was not exactly what I had
planned but it really makes the jug stand out so overall it fit in nicely.
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Fun
With
Lines!
Who knew lines could be so fun? Find out the Simple trick
behind creating these wonderful images.
Our first assignment done in class was to draw certain
items in front of us using only 100 lines. Hearing the explanation
of the process kind of makes it seem hard at first but all the “warming up” done beforehand makes you realize it’s not as bad as it
seems. We started of with writing our name in our notebooks, first
really small in cursive and then really big. We switched between
writing in cursive to print, cursive to print etc. This was done really
so we could adjust ourselves to the space we were using; were we
able to use it all up? Did we make good use of our space? Etc. Then
as our hand became a bit more relaxed, we began doing a series of
lines and circles and just kept our hand in motion. Just as any athlete has to stretch before they compete, we had to relax and stretch
our hand muscles to be able to go to our next step: drawing.
We practiced writing our name on the computer using the
pad and the stylus, the first few were very sloppy but then we sort
of started getting the hang of it. Then we were presented with objects to draw, the trick was to complete them using only 100 lines
or strokes. At first it looked difficult but once I started doing it, it
came a bit more natural. I used a 1pt font and began to draw my
items. First, I started with the base building myself up to the top,
after that I began to add the outline of the item I was drawing then
I added more lines inside the outline of the item to give it a little bit
of value. After I was somewhat happy with it, I added a few detail
lines to the best of my ability. In the end, these were my products.
They could use quite a bit of improvement but having no previous
experience with the program and with what we did, I think I did
pretty ok but I hope to improve my technique. It was a ton of fun
though!
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“This was one of my very first images created in my computer graphics class!” Casandra
Almendariz
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VALUE
“this process was probably
one of my favorites...” Casandra
Almendariz

For these next few drawings, we had to begin adding the lightest
of lights and the darkest of darks. We started off by building up the
skeleton of the object which was created by using the “100 lines”
method. then we added the source of light to the object so that we
could see how to come about adding value to our image. This process was probably one of my favorites because it helped me see how
an image is developed from the 2D to the 3D, it was a pretty cool
process to observe. Then, slowly the image began to look more and
more realistic and we added a spot for the object to “sit” on and so
forth. The following pages include some of the images that I created
during this process.

This mug really comes to life!
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The image above was one of the earliest pieces I did. I made it using the
same process that I had used to create the other images. For this image, I
used a smaller stroke brush and I believe that it helps demonstrate a bit
more of a sketchy look which is one that I personally enjoy. It was pretty
fun to work on as it was one of the pieces that I kind of just played around
with per say.

The image to the right is one of the first that I created during the lesson on
value. It is the simplest and easiest to understand. The only real struggle I
believe I faced was choosing a background for it, giving it a place to “sit”.
This one was also created using a variety of different size strokes so I believe it helps emphasize an even broader range of values., I believe my cell
phone image came out rather nice.
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Early Development
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Fat Lip

And we’re not talking
about the song here!

This one was done in the same method as the previous images had
been done, I began by building the “skeleton” and once I was happy
with the shape, I began to add the different values that I saw starting
with the middle hue and going from there. To really make it seem
three dimensional, I added the lightest shade of gray there was to
make it look like they had a glossy look. Pairing it with a black background, I made my main image stand out. This is one of my favorite
pieces that I created this semester. It was fun being able to create an
image the way I saw it on my reference point. I am overly satisfied
with this product.
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"This is one of my favorite pieces that I

created this semester. " Casandra Almendariz
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LOGOS
For this project, we began using shapes and learned how to combine all the different
skills we had learned up to date to create a unique logo. Some of the rules we had to
follow including sticking to the school colors and incorporating the letters CBL into
our logo. At the same time, we had to try to show what CBL was (community based
learning) and how we could make it into an iconic and memorable piece. I was a bit
lost as to how to begin this project, I knew many iconic logos but I was not sure how
to make my own. After some brainstroming, I came up with a couple of pretty cool
designs. For this activity, we learned that simplicity is key so my task was to make
something that was straight to the point and keeping it as simple as possible. These
were my favorite two logos created. I believe they are creative and functional. It was
pretty fun putting all the knowledge we had acquired into this final project.
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Under the Umbrella
Rainy Days Don’t Have to be so Gloomy
“...It was also one that I was really proud of doing so I thought it should be
included.”
This piece was done later on in the semester. I
used a progra on the iPad called procreate. It is
essentially a drawing program that allows you
to work in a variety of different mediums and
it also allows you to do some blending, shading, etc. I started off by looking at what image
I wanted to draw. I found a Zooey Deschannel
image that I liked and I started from there. I
began by outlining the image and seeing what
it is that I wanted to focus on. After I had a
rough sketch, I added the color and began to
really play around with the blending tool.
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This process took a long time to do and as show,
I wasnt able to completely finish my image. I
included it, though, because I hardly ever finish
projects that I work on and I tend to take my
time on them. I will finish it eventually, but I
might start other projects before I get there, It
was also one that I was really proud of doing so
I thought it should be included. This is the most
recent one and hopefully in the future I will be
able to bring up a completely finished image
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Letters
Gallore!
Functionality is key

For this project, we focused more on lines and the task was
to make a letter set that was of our own creation and at the
same time practical. I began by looking at different examples of font and when I finally found one that I liked, I used
it as a source of inspiration. This letter set has a blocky and
almost cybery sort of feel. It was a bit tedious to maintain
continuity in this letter set but at the end it turned out fairly
well. This is the letter set that I came up with, it is called
Easter Block.

I had never really created something like this, where I used
lines to create letters but I thought it was a pretty neat concept. It was sort of like playingwith the other side of art, the
one that creates things that are practical and that we use on
a day to day basis. It still allowed some room for creativity
but its main focus was function. It took me out of what I
normally do which was a bit uncomfortable at first but then I
began to get used to it. It was a fun project to do.
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Man In the Mask
We’ve all seen this iconic image before, but have you seen it in
oil pastel?
“That is why finishing this was really relaxing.”

This image was done as a birthday present for my sister. It is
an oil pastel drawing of Iron Man. The way this image was
done is first I outlined in graphite the image that I wanted to
draw. After I had a rough sketch of it, I began to color it in
oil pastel and I tried to match most of the colors that I could.
After that, I began to blend the colors to have a more smooth
and realistic look. It took me about four hours if anything to
finish which really isnt that long of a time to do it in. It was
done in a time when I was beginning to get used to oil pastels
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again. I hadn’t worked with them in a while and I wanted to
start using them again. I had a lot of fun finishing up this image. When I work on things that are of interest to me, I find
that I lose myself in it and I begin to be careful with it and
take my time. That is why finishing this was really relaxing. I
hope to better the way I use oil pastels so I can begin to make
bigger and better images. My sister, in the end, completely
loved it and therefore I consider it a job well done. I am
proud of my final piece.
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Party Animal
For this piece, I used graphite, colored pencils, markers and glitter. This
was an assignment done in my Drawing I class here at Saint Xavier. It
was actually the very last assignment as well. It was supposed to be a
“creative elephant” and I decided to have a little fun with it. I used an
elephants head as referance to draw what I wanted to draw and then added everything else onto it. As it was the end of the semester, I decided
to make it fun and happy. Sort of like it was glad that the semester was
finally over. I had a lot of fun finishing this piece and thought it was
really easy to finish because I was so into it. In the end, this was what I
came up with and I’m very content with it. It makes me happy to see a
big old elephant with a party hat.

It makes me happy to see a big old elephant with a party hat.
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Sunset in the middle of
fall
“...and I think it looks pretty peaceful and
serene.” Casandra Almendariz
For this piece, I used markers, graphite and colored pencils. I chose to do
a sunset because thats one of my favorite things to draw. I thought it was
really fun and I found it to be very peacefull. This one was also done in
my Drawing I class. I had never really worked with colored pencils so this
one was kind of tricky for me to do. I didnt have a long time to play around
with this medium and it was kind of hard to get the results I wanted. I still
dont believe I fully achieved the look that I was going for but overall I
think I did a pretty good job. Its just a matter of preferance I believe, I like
the blendy efect more than everything sort of being cubed off if you can
understand what I’m saying. In the end this was my final result and I think
it looks pretty peaceful and serene.

26-Creative Hype

Creative Hype-27

28-Creative Hype

Cupcake for Breakfast
For this piece, I used graphite. Our objective was to draw a food
item and I chose to do a cupcake. It seemed a little dull to just
have a cupcake in the middle of he peper so I decided to add
something else to it and I added the little straw container thing.
After that I thought it kind of balanced the cupcake better and it
also felt like there was a theme behind the image. It felt very 50’s
diner and I was really satisfied with that. This project helped a bit
with my shading techniques and i tried using different pencils but
I found it to be very hard. It seems so cute and quircky though so I
was overall satisfied with my result.

“It seems so cute and quircky though so
I was overall satisfied with my result.”
Casandra Almendariz
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Cupcakes for Days
“It was fun using all the different colors and so forth.” Casandra
Almendariz
This piece was done first in graphite and then in oil pastel. This
was actually a drawing that I made for my sister because she
loves cupcakes, as do I. I had made one for my other sister so I
decided she should get one too. It was fun using all the different
colors and so forth. I had a lot of trouble with the pink icing part
but I somehow made it work. In the end, my sister liked it so I
think thats all that really mattered. As always, I struggled to make
a background for it so I just decided to go with a nice blue color
and just keep it simple. Working with oil pastels is pretty fun and
I would like to improve my technique so that I can make even
more awesome images.
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Sitting
For this piece, we had to draw our leg as we were sitting down and we
had to draw it the way we saw it. It is all done in graphite and I must
say it was a rather tricky image to do. The way that I had to get all the
creases in the pants and the angle at which my leg was, it all felt kind
of odd and it was difficult to keep from drawing what you know and
what you see. It took a while but in the end I think it came out faily
close to the way I saw my leg. It was kind of fun drawing this because
its not something I was used to doing and it was funny manipulating
lines into making the image. I drew a line shorter than I thought to be
right but it worked out well. It was very challenging but very rewarding.

“It was very challenging but
very rewarding.” Casandra
Almendariz

Creative Hype-33

Eye see you
For this image, I used the Adobe Illustrator program. It was
really just an image I decided to do because I wanted to practice using the program more. Also I wanted to improve my eye
drawing ability. I decided to do it all in black and white with
shades of gray because I thought it would look cool. I believe
I used a size 1-3 stroke for this image with maybe a few 0.50
sixe strokes. I had a lot of trouble drawing the eyelashes but
in the end I kind of just added them as shown because I was
spending too much time on them. The Illustrator program is
very fun to work on and from not having ever used it before, I
believe I did a pretty decent job with it throughout this semester.

“from not having ever used
it before, I believe I did a
pretty decent job with it”
Casandra Almendariz
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Her Ribbon
For this image, we had to practice our shading and so we drew pieces
of ribbon and we could manipulate them into any shape and form
that we wanted to. I decided to twist mine as shown in the picture
to make it a bit more chllenging for myself. At first I looked at the
ribbon and I thought to myself “Ok, how am I going to do this?” and
little by little I approached it in the best way I could and I ended up
with this image as my result. This is another image done completely in graphite. It was probably one of the first things we did in my
Drawing I class. It was a fun warming up excersie that would prepare
us for the more advanced projects.

“Ok, how am I going to do
this?” Casandra Almendariz
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Childhood memories:

This project was one that I thoroughly enjoyed doing. It
is based on our childhood memories and moments experienced. The whole project represents what the favorite parts
of my childhood were. I went to many amusement parks
when I was younger and remember spending countless
hours at them, so that is something that I included in here.
The whole comic book layout I chose is merely included
because in my childhood, my two half-brothers never really
let me read them because they were only for “boys” so it is
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really merely intended sort of as a way to “get back at them”.
I also decided to add something more to my childhood, and
that is my three best friends at the moment. I never really
had close friends like that when I was growing up and I
always thought it would’ve been a neat thing to have. That
is why I decided to include them into my piece, sort of as
a way of re-arranging my childhood. This piece took me a
while to complete and in the end I am pretty satisfied with
the results.
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About me

Hello! My name is Casandra Almendariz and I am a sophomore at Saint Xavier University.
I am an Art Education major and will hopefully graduate in the next 5 semesters. So this
was my first ever time working with a computer program to render images on the screen. It
was pretty cool working with the programs and being able to “draw” an image out, I mean
hello 21st century! I’m more of a draw it out with my hands sort of girl so I found it a bit
hard to work on the computer. Overall making this magazine was a long, tedious procedure
but looking at it now I guess I can say it was well worth it.
Anywho, I love to draw. Whenever I find time to do so that is, I have a dog named Baya and
I am the oldest of four. I’m kind of a mini mom because of that. I love the color pink. I also
love sunsets and food. I was born in California so one of my favorite places is the beach.
I am a huge chocoholic so I believe that was worth of being mentioned. Oh I love horror
flicks and listen to a lot of alternative, rock, indie music. I believe this is starting to sound
a little like a dating profile thing from Match.com or something so I’m going to cut it short
now.
Thanks for taking a look at my zine and I hope you enjoyed. It was a long process so you
know, like it and stuff. If you ever see me around, don’t be afraid to ask a question and I
dont know, say hi or something. I think that’s about it. Tallyho!
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