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2

TRIAL COURT CAUSE NO. 70430

3

4



STATE OF TEXAS



5



vs.



6



IVAN SOTELO CASAS



)

)

)

)

)



IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF

BRAZORIA COUNTY, TEXAS

149TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT



7

8

9

10



_____________________________________________

EXCERPT OF TESTIMONY



_____________________________________________

11

12

13



On the 29th day of April, 2014, the following proceedings



14



came on to be heard in the above-entitled and numbered cause



15



before the Honorable Terri Holder, Judge presiding, held in



16



Angleton, Brazoria County, Texas.



17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



Proceedings reported by computerized stenotype machine.



2
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8

9
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Mr. Rick Martin

SBOT NO. 24073267

Brazoria County District Attorney's Office

111 East Locust

Room 408A

Angleton, Texas 77515

Telephone: 281-756-1230

Counsel for State

Mr. Brian Hrach

SBOT NO. 24050787

Brazoria County District Attorney's Office

111 East Locust

Room 408A

Angleton, Texas 77515

Telephone: 979-864-1230

Counsel for State
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SBOT NO. 24025632

Attorney at Law

4402 Richmond Avenue

Suite 109

Houston, Texas 77027

Telephone: 713-961-1750

Counsel for Defendant
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4

1



(Beginning of requested excerpt)



2



THE COURT:



3



All right.



Call your first



witness, please.



4



MR. MARTIN:



5



THE COURT:



6



Can y'all approach?



7



When are you going to use the Spanish



8



State calls Officer Rodriguez.

Officer Rodriguez.



interpreter?



9



MR. MARTIN:



It's going to be quick.



10



(At the bench off the record)



11



THE COURT:



12



Come on up, Officer Rodriguez.



are you this morning?



13



OFFICER RODRIGUEZ:



14



THE COURT:



15



I'm all right.



Raise your right hand and be sworn,



please?



16



(Officer Michael Rodriguez was sworn)



17



THE COURT:



18



THE WITNESS:



20



THE COURT:



21



MR. MARTIN:



22



Thank you.

All right.



You may inquire.



Thank you.



OFFICER MICHAEL RODRIGUEZ,

having been previously duly sworn, testified as follows:



24

25



Have a seat in the witness chair,



please.



19



23



How



DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. MARTIN:



5

1



Q



Please introduce yourself to the Court.



2



A



Michael Rodriguez.



3



Department here in Angleton, Texas.



4



Q



5



Department?



6



A



7

8

9



I'm with the Angleton Police



And what are your duties with the Angleton Police



Serve and protect the community, citizens, uphold



the law, traffic enforcement, take service calls for aid.

Q



And are you a certified peace officer in the State



of Texas?



10



A



Yes, I am.



11



Q



And how long have you been a certified peace officer



12



in the state of Texas?



13



A



Since 2005.



14



Q



Did you go to the police academy?



15



A



Yes, I did.



16



Q



And where did you go to the police academy at?



17



A



The Lake Jackson Brazosport College.



18



Q



And are you a -- is your rank a patrolman?



19



A



Yes, patrolman.



20



Q



And what exactly is a patrolman?



21



A



Basically the first responders out in the streets,



22



take the initial calls and reports.



23



Q



So you take the initial call for service?



24



A



Yes.



25



Q



Okay.



And so you're the first one to respond?



6

1



A



Yes.



2



Q



Now, on April 1st, 2013, were you on duty that day?



3



A



Yes.



4



Q



What kind of shift would you have worked that day?



5



A



It's a 12-hour shift, rotating shift, that we do,



6



shift work.



7



Q



8



And did you get any calls for service that day,



let's say that afternoon?



9



A



Yes, I did.



10



Q



And what kind of call for service did you get?



11



A



It was in reference to a possible past assault.



12



Q



And how did you get dispatched?



13



A



I was dispatched to the Angleton Police Department



14

15

16

17



for a possible assault on a victim, female victim.

Q



And how does that work?



Is that someone who usually



walks in?

A



Yes.



If they come to the police department, they



18



walk in, they report the incident and wait for an officer to



19



make contact.



20



investigating.



21

22



Q



That's when we make contact and start



And so that still goes through dispatch just like



any normal call?



23



A



Yes.



24



Q



As if you were going to someone's house?



25



A



Yes.



7

1



Q



Did you make contact with anyone?



2



A



Yes.



3



I made contact with a Hispanic female by the



name of Maria Mendoza.



4



Q



And did you talk to her?



5



A



Yes, I did.



6



Q



Did she speak English?



7



A



She -- very little.



8



Q



Do you speak Spanish?



9



A



I do.



10



Q



How did you learn Spanish?



11



A



Growing up around it, school.



12

13

14

15



She spoke mainly Spanish.



I've taken law



enforcement, also.

Q



When you talked to her, how did she appear to you?



What was her emotional state?

A



She seemed a little bit nervous, a little bit



16



shooken up, more or less distraught, kind of not knowing how



17



to approach the situation to let me know what actually was



18



going on.



19



embarrassed over what the situation was, speaking with an



20



officer about it.



Kind of seemed like maybe she was a little bit



21



Q



Was she excited?



22



A



I wouldn't say excited, more on the quieter side.



23



Q



Did she tell you what had happened?



24



A



Not at first.



25



She just advised me that it was --



she was assaulted, in the beginning.



While questioning,



8

1



getting more information, that's when she started actually



2



giving me details on what actually took place.



3



Q



Was she cooperative to -- with you?



4



A



Yes.



5



Q



And did you notice any evidence of a possible



6

7



assault?

A



Yes, I did.



I visibly saw injuries to her face or



8



her cheeks and her neck, and there was another bruise on



9



the -- I believe it was the left leg, left eye.



10



Q



Did you take photos of these injuries?



11



A



Yes, I did.



12



MR. MARTIN:



13



THE COURT:



14



Q



May I approach?

Yes.



(By Mr. Martin) Officer, I'm going to show you



15



what's been marked for identification purposes only as State's



16



1 through 6.



17



tell me if they look familiar?



Could you take a second to look at those and



18



A



Yes.



I took the photos.



19



Q



You took those photos?



20



A



Yes.



21



Q



All of them?



22



A



Yes.



23



Q



And are those photos of the victim?



24



A



Yes.



25



Q



And is that how she looked on that day?



9

1



A



Yes.



2



Q



And do -- does State's 1 through 6 fairly and



3

4



accurately depict what they purport to be?

A



Yes.



5

6



MR. MARTIN:



At this time the State would



tender and offer State's 1 through 6.



7



(State's Exhibit Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6



8



offered)



9



MS. SCHNEBLY:



No objection, Your Honor.



10



THE COURT:



11



(State's Exhibit Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6



12



admitted)



13



MR. MARTIN:



14



THE COURT:



15

16



Q



Those are admitted.



May I publish?

You may.



(By Mr. Martin) Okay.



Officer, can you see the --



see over there?



17



MR. MARTIN:



Can you get the lights, please?



18



Q



(By Mr. Martin) Can you see the projector okay?



19



A



Yeah, I can see it.



20



Q



What are we looking at right here in this photo?



21



A



That should be the victim's left leg, lower towards



22



the knee area.



23



some bruising from what was said to be an assault.



24

25



Q

at, right?



In between the thigh area, there's going to be



And for the record this is State's 1 we're looking
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