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Native of Rome
remembers day
it was ||berated

WIIJ:.IAMSTON — For As-
sunta Willlams of Williamston,
The Day came two days before
D-Day.

Born in-Rome, Italy, Williams
was 16 when American troops
lxgerated the city on June 4
1944

™ “It was a
“| wanderful -
day of re-
joicing forus
after all
those horri-
ble years of
war,” Wil-
liams wrote
in & letter to
me.. “The
Williams :,E;!T,},ﬁ'd
in my mind of the jubilation of
the entire papulation of Rome.
“Nothing is writtem about 1t fix
yne papers and nothing is ever
mentioned dbout it on .televi-
sion. 1 realize that this hap-
pened only two days prior to D-
Day, therefore (it was
overshadowed by that bigger
and more newsworthy eveni,
but for me and millions of oth-
ers, the liberation of Rome was
a great cause of celebration.”
- Talk about a tough adoles-
cence. Wiliams was 12 when
World War I started and 17
when the shooting stopped. Her
Iather, Earico Parpagnoli, dled
at age 40 during a typhus epi-
demic czused by contaminated
water in 1943.
. "Tney ‘were horrible
tnll of fear and tragedy," she
wrote. “After my fatfier died,
my mother and | 2&d to;
scrounge for f0oa Ayl VR ITert-
ed his ciothes for food in anear- .
by village where we had some
distant Telatives.”

Williams’ mother had o hide
the food-under her clothing and
pretend she was pregnant in or-
der to get it past German guards
and back:into Rome. -.-
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Liberation _
“Finally on June 4, 1944, the
3td Division_of the S5th Army
liberated Rome. We lived near
thie Apptan Way and we ran out
to greet our liberators who
. were arriving from the south.”
As g matter of fact, June 6
also was.a pretty big day for
Williams. It was the day she met

the American GI she would .|

eventually marry, Here's ho' it 4
happened:

“Oo D-Deay, =7 s.-;'.':: &n."!
and I werein downtown Rome,
returningon foot froma jobina

convent of nuns, where we
cooked. soup daily for Rome's
h ;-We happened o pick
Up a newspaper that told of the
nding in Normandy. The
press had just started function-
irlg and telling the truth afferall
nt.lwse years of suppression and -
es.’

The two were approached by
two American GIs, one of waam
spoke [tallan. His name was
Sam Lucido and he was jrom
Detroit; Williams read himn the

stbry abdut the Normandy nuul -}

_ing. It wds the

* romance._Lucido retm’nﬂd to .
Rome In 1946 and the two were
‘married: They refurned & the
United Stafes. Sam died in 1948.

Williams would love to hear }

. from anytody in the Lamsing
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"area. who in the
‘fiberation ¢f Rome, She can be
"reached at 655-3481. :
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of Rome, Italy; on Jun

704,1944; hen American troops ei-

‘area - resi- -
-dents .who
partxcipated
in. wthe

L - ‘Williamis ™
wrote last week to my that she -

~* had, indeed, miade a couple of -
- connections as_ a result ofwthe i

) Rome-—at4pmon.lu1ie4,1944, i |

Williams' and_her hushand re- .|
centlyhadlunchwithxlaeckner !

' ;_ reer of,].anmng, who. was

~ alsa.in Rome, with the 88th Divi- - _

sion. She hopes to meet himin the
near future L .

. What do you think? Call Jofu
Schneider at $77:1175. His col-




