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PREAMBLE

We STILL hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with

certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness. Throughout the world people

dare to dream of freedom and opportunity. The Republican Party of Texas unequivocally defends that dream. We strive to

preserve the freedom given to us by God, implemented by our Founding Fathers, and embodied in the Constitution. We

recognize that the traditional family is the strength of our nation. It is our solemn duty to protect life and develop

responsible citizens. We understand that our economic success depends upon free market principles. If we fail to maintain

our sovereignty, we risk losing the freedom to live these ideals.



PRINCIPLES

We, the 2012 Republican Party of Texas, believe in this platform and expect our elected leaders to uphold these truths

through acknowledgement and action. We believe in:

1. Strict adherence to the original intent of the Declaration of Independence and U.S. and Texas Constitutions.

2. The sanctity of human life, created in the image of God, which should be protected from fertilization to natural

death.

3. Preserving American and Texas Sovereignty and Freedom.

4. Limiting government power to those items enumerated in the U.S. and Texas Constitutions.

5. Personal Accountability and Responsibility.

6. Self-sufficient families, founded on the traditional marriage of a natural man and a natural woman.

7. Having an educated population, with parents having the freedom of choice for the education of their children.

8. Americans having the right to be safe in their homes, on their streets, and in their communities, and the

unalienable right to defend themselves.

9. A free enterprise society unencumbered by government interference or subsidies.

10.Honoring all of those that serve and protect our freedom.

11. “The laws of nature and nature’s God” as our Founding Fathers believed.
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We strongly support state sovereignty reserved under the Tenth

Amendment and oppose mandates beyond the scope of federal

authority, as defined in the U.S. Constitution. We further support

abolition of federal agencies involved in activities not originally

delegated to the federal government under a strict interpretation

of the U.S. Constitution.

We strongly urge the Texas Legislature ignore, oppose, refuse,

and nullify any federal mandated legislation which infringes

upon the states10th Amendment Right. All federal enforcement

activities in Texas must be conducted under the auspices of the

county Sheriff with jurisdiction in that county.
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Socialism breeds mediocrity. America is exceptional. Therefore,

the Republican Party of Texas opposes socialism, in all of its

forms.

Return the appointment of U.S. Senators by the State

Legislatures.

We decry the appointment of unelected bureaucrats, and we urge

Congress to use their constitutional authority to defund and

abolish these positions and return authority to duly elected

officials, accountable to the electorate. In the interim we hold

Congress responsible for agency decisions. Executive decisions

by agencies must be reviewed and approved by Congress taking

effect.

We urge that all bills presented in the U.S. and Texas Congress

include citations to the authorizing constitutional provision, cost

to implement, and impact on the family.

Amend the Texas Constitution to enhance and strengthen the

Governor’s line-item reduction veto authority over the state

budget.

Expand the Sunset commission to be a majority citizen-led

commission on government reform (appointed by Governor, Lt.

Governor, and Speaker of the House).

Amend the Texas Constitution and statute to restrict the power

of the Legislature to impose unfunded mandates on local

governments.

The Government shall not, by rule or law, exempt any of its

members from the provisions of such rule or law.

We support limitation of criminal jurisdiction of federal

law-enforcement agencies into state and local jurisdictions and



encourage them to enforce the laws under federal jurisdiction.

The states have the right to protect their citizens if the federal

government fails to enforce its applicable laws.

1-12



Border Security



NSL



1-13



Preserving

National Security



N



1-14



Repeal Patriot

Act



N



1-15



Abolish NDAA



N



1-16



Repeal the Lacey

Act

Repeal Portions

of the 2014 Farm

Bill



N



1-17



1-18



1-19

1-20



1-21



NSL



Emergency War

N

Powers and

Martial Law

Declarations

Elimination of

N

Executive Orders

Inter-jurisdictiona NS

l Agreements

Census



N



The U.S. Border must be secured immediately! It is the

fundamental responsibility of our federal government to do so.

Narcotics, arms and human trafficking have a devastating effect

on our nation. By using every available resource to achieve

100% border security and control, it will enhance the protection

of all Americans, especially border residents. The State of Texas

has the right to protect its citizens, businesses and ranches if the

Federal Government fails to enforce its applicable laws.

We believe terrorism is a major threat to international peace and

to our own safety. We urge our national leadership to:

•

Protect and defend our Constitutional rights and swiftly

wage successful war on terrorists

•

Eliminate aid and cease commerce with any nation

threatening us or aiding terrorists or hostile nations

•

Publicly support other nations fighting terrorists

•

Reasonably use profiling to protect us

•

Prosecute national security breaches

•

Revise laws or executive orders that erode our essential

liberties

We urge the repeal of the USA Patriot Act; and spying on law

abiding Americans must stop immediately. We support court

order warrants on an individual basis in cases directly involving

national security.

The Republican Party abhors any policies of indefinite detention

of US citizens without due process. We urge our government to

terminate any practice of detention without due process,

including, but not limited to, any enforcement of federal law by

the military within the State of Texas, under sections 1021 and

1022 of the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA).

Due to abuse such as suffered by the Gibson Guitar Company,

we condemn the over criminalization nature of the Lacey Act.

The Republican Party of Texas is asked to support a repeal of all

portions of the Farm Bill legislation that can result in depriving

landowner of the use of their property and Constitutional rights

such as Due Process, including “swampbuster” provisions.

We strongly urge Congress to repeal the War Powers Act and

end our declared state of emergency. Any Declaration of Martial

law should be approved by Congress.

We reject the unconstitutional use of Executive Orders and other

mandates lacking congressional approval.

We oppose inter-jurisdictional agreements with any state that

prevent the Governor from controlling the military, police, other

emergency management personnel, and/or State of Texas

resources. We call for repeal of any existing agreements.

We oppose the Census Bureau’s obtaining data beyond the



number of people residing in a dwelling, and we oppose

statistical sampling adjustments. We support the actual counting

of people and oppose any type of estimation or manipulation of

Census data. Only U.S. citizens should be counted for the

purpose of adjusting legislative districts.
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We support our republican form of government in Texas as set

forth in the Texas Bill of Rights and oppose Initiative and

Referendum. We also urge the Texas Legislature and the U.S.

Congress to enact legislation prohibiting any judicial jurisdiction

from allowing any substitute or parallel system of Law,

specifically foreign Law (including Sharia Law), which is not in

accordance with the U.S. or Texas Constitutions.

All content of any bill must be germane to the title of the act and

bills shall be less than 30 pages.

All bills passed in the U. S. or Texas House of Representatives

or their respective Senates should require a recorded and

preserved vote, and no bill voted on may be changed after the

vote. We support rules requiring that all votes on bills cast in the

Texas House and Senate be made freely available to the

electorate.

Texas should join the other 19 states that have the right to recall

their elected officials.

We strongly oppose any constitutional convention to rewrite the

United States Constitution. We encourage the Legislature to

rescind its 1977 call for such a convention. We call upon other

states to rescind their votes for such a convention.

Under no circumstances shall the Bill of Rights, the first 10

Constitutional Amendments, be changed in any manner. We urge

the Texas State Legislators to take the lead in calling for an

Article V Amending Convention of States for the specific

purpose of reigning in the power of the federal government. Any

proposed amendments must be ratified by ¾ of the states to take

effect.

Inasmuch as the Civil Rights Movement argued against using

race as a factor in American life, affirmative action reintroduces

race as a divisive force in American life. The Republican Party

of Texas believes in equal opportunity for all citizens without

regard to race or gender. Affirmative action casts doubt on

minority achievement making such achievement as seemingly

unearned. We believe that true minority advancement will come

from a demand for personal responsibility, accountability and

competitive excellence.

We oppose any form of reparation.

We reaffirm our belief in the constitutional concept of the right

to own property without governmental interference, and that

property ownership and free market enterprise forms the

foundation of our collective wealth. NO government entity
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should abridge or deny these rights. To that end we urge

legislative changes to address the protection of these bedrock

rights. Areas of concern from our grass root constituency are:

•

Annexation; all affected parties of a proposed

annexation should be allowed a vote on said proposal

and must pass with a 2/3’s vote.

•

Eminent Domain and property forfeiture; the taking

of property under eminent domain or property

forfeiture should specifically exclude seizing private

property for public or private economic development

or for increased tax revenues. Additionally, we

support fair market value compensation to the

property owners for all damages from all sources as a

direct result of any taking. Government should return

to the basic form of property rights and readopt “Fee

Simple Absolute” which gives all property owners

the maximum extent possible in the land under the

law.

•

Natural resources and conservation easements;

groundwater and/or mineral rights are a vested

ownership. Conservation easements, involving

watersheds, green areas and nationalization of lands

should be resisted in the strongest manner applicable.

•

We support the rights of each and every property

owner to fight in their local judicial venue against

any taking of their private property.

•

We oppose the International Property Maintenance

Code as a Violation of the 4th Amendment Right to

Privacy and Invasion of Personal Property.

All private property owners involved in these matters should be

notified of their rights under law with regard to condemnation,

annexation or easement and the condemner should be required to

show the public need and necessity by petitioning a court of

jurisdiction. Taking of property should result in immediate

compensation of fair market value to the owner. These issues

should always be administered by organizations and elected

officials accountable to voters.

The Republican Party of Texas should expose all United Nations

Agenda 21 treaty policies and its supporting organizations,

agreements and contracts. We oppose implementation of the UN

Agenda 21 Program which was adopted at the Earth Summit

Conference in 1992 purporting to promote a comprehensive

program of sustainable development projects, nationally,

regionally and locally. We oppose the influence, promotion and

implementation of nongovernmental organizations, metropolitan

and/or regional planning organizations, Councils of

Government, and International Council for Local Environmental

initiatives and the use of American (Texas) citizen’s taxes to

promote these programs.

Taking a property—real or oil or gas or other minerals – without

just compensation by oil and gas operators, and sanctioned by

the Railroad Commission, is unconstitutional and against the



principles of the Republican Party of Texas, In particular, “Rule

37” exception takings by the Railroad commission for industry

should not be permitted without the granting of a no-cost, full

working interest in mineral rights to owners of the property

confiscated thereby.

We strongly applaud the decision made by the Texas Supreme

Court rejecting regulation, regulatory taking, metering, and

restricting production of individuals’ underground water. We

advocate fair market value compensation for the taking of an

individual’s private water supply. We urge the restriction of

Water Districts to their original purpose of supplying clean

drinking water and/or the purpose of reporting regarding

underground water. We ask the legislature to allow citizens who

are impacted by said water, irrigation, fresh water supply

districts the ability to vote on the selection of the board or

committee members of these districts and allow the voters the

ability of recall of these elected officials of an irrigation district,

fresh water supply district, municipal utility district, or any other

special purpose district.

We demand the state of Texas protect the groundwater rights of

the property owners from water marketers and with an

developers/subdivisions in the state of Texas.
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We oppose the construction of transportation projects which

surrender control or ownership to foreign interest. We oppose

the use of eminent domain for construction of a “Trans-Texas

Corridor” or similar project which would create a federal

corridor through Texas.

We strongly oppose all efforts of the extreme environmental

groups that stymie legitimate business interests and private

property use. We believe the Environmental Protection Agency

should be abolished.

While we all strive to be good stewards of the earth, “climate

change” is a political agenda which attempts to control every

aspect of our lives. We urge government at all levels to ignore

any plea for money to fund global climate change or “climate

justice” initiatives.

We support continuance of Texas’ homestead protection.
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We oppose the manner in which alleged vehicle violations are

documented and fines levied against individuals without proof of

their having been the driver of the offending vehicle and we call

for the ban on Red Light Cameras in the State of Texas

We propose that every Texas driver license shall indicate

whether the driver is a U.S. citizen. No such license shall be

issued to anyone not legally in the country.
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We urge amendment of the Internal Revenue Code to allow a

religious organization to address issues without fear of losing its

tax-exempt status. We call for repeal of requirements that

religious organizations send the government any personal

information about their contributors.

The state should have no power over licensing or training of

clergy. The State should withdraw all imposed regulations.

We call upon the U.S. Congress to pass legislation to restore

Constitutional integrity in the legislative process. We strongly

recommend Single Issue Legislation that prohibits the current

practice of inserting into otherwise unrelated legitimate

legislation funding for or federal regulations for special interest

issues into virtually every piece of legislation.

The Republican Party of Texas supports the historic concept,

established by our nations’ founders, of limited civil government

jurisdiction under the natural laws of God, and repudiates the

humanistic doctrine that the state is sovereign over the affairs of

men, the family and the church.

We call for Congress to act as President Obama has dismissed

the IRS targeting of specific political groups and individuals,

which calls into question the President’s and the Department of

Justice’s commitment to citizens Constitutional rights; and We

call for Congress to act on the Benghazi cover up and the failure

to protect American Citizens including U.S. military personnel

by the Obama Administration; and We call for Congressional

investigates into other federal agencies.

We believe that the products of gardens, farms, ranches, cottage

industries and manufacturing which are not transported across

State lines should not be federally or any other government

regulated more than the minimum necessary to prevent disease,

fraud, injury to others, or other infringement of citizens’

unalienable rights.

We oppose any attempt by Congress or any federal agency to

implement any policy comparable to the “fairness doctrine” as

terminated in 1987.

We support the right of local entities to determine their own

policies regarding religious clubs and meetings on all properties

owned by the same without interference.

As the Real ID Act effectively creates an unconstitutional and

privacy-inhibiting national ID card, we hereby call for its

immediate repeal

We oppose government regulations which would coerce

religious business owners and employees to violate their own

beliefs and principles by affirming what they consider to be

sinful and sexually immoral behavior.

We support the U.S. maintaining continued control of the

internet. We also demand that no American government at any



Internet or
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level should have any kind of "kill-switch" capability, either by

executive order or by statute. We oppose the government’s

ability to shut down websites either directly or through

intimidation without a warrant or judicial hearing.

We support legislation which will change the rules for the Texas

Board of Law Examiners (which is the judicial agency that

administers the process that ensures applicants seeking to be

licensed to practice law in Texas meet the qualifications set by

the Supreme Court of Texas) to allow any person to sit for the

Texas State Bar Exam regardless of where they received their

law education as long as they meet the criminal and ethical

background requirements.
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We support our right to select our judges by direct vote.
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We support legislation prohibiting judges defeated by the

electorate from serving as visiting judges, or acting as judges in

any capacity, until such time they are reinstated by the electorate

through a subsequent election.

We support the right to privacy and security of prospective

jurors during jury selection. Courts must show relevance of

questions asked of jurors and perform a balancing test between

the prospective juror’s right to privacy and lawyers’ need to

know. Either party in a criminal trial should have a right to

inform jurors of their right to determine facts and render a

verdict.

We support legislation implementing the use of digital recording

devices in Texas courts.
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Jury service should be limited to registered voters.
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Citizens have a right to full participation in administrative law

processes.

We support the right to inform the jurors of their common law

power to judge law as well as the evidence and to vote on the

verdict according to their conscience.

We urge Congress to adopt the Constitutional Restoration Act

and support the principle of judicial restraint, which requires

judges to interpret and apply rather than make the law. We

support judges who strictly interpret the law based on its original

intent. We oppose judges who assume for themselves legislative

powers.
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We call Congress and the President to use their constitutional

powers to restrain activist judges. We urge Congress to adopt the

Judicial Conduct Act of 2005 and remove judges who abuse

their authority. Further, we urge Congress to withhold Supreme

Court jurisdiction in cases involving abortion, religious freedom,
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and the Bill of Rights.

No foreign law or international edict shall preempt the U.S.

Constitution or the Texas Constitution, or be used as the basis

for any decision except required by contract between the

individual parties.

We urge Republican Senate leadership to ensure that a record

vote is taken on every judicial nominee.

The Texas State Republican Party should foster a judicial

archive site on the internet with personal history, qualifications,

and past rulings made by all judicial candidates.
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Defendants charged with violating a governmental regulation

should have the right to see the enabling law.



S



We strongly support continuation of common sense tort reform

that puts justice back into our civil justice system. We support

abolishing joint and several liabilities that forces people to pay

for damages they did not cause. We oppose the abusive use of

class action lawsuits. We oppose lawsuits against manufacturers

and dealers whose products or property have been misused. We

strongly support meaningful legislation to bring fairness and

common sense to the growing crisis of asbestos and related

litigation. We support legislation that allows an individual

exposed to asbestos, to pursue a legal claim only if and when

that person meets objective medical criteria, demonstrating

impairment caused by that exposure, without statute of

limitation.
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We support legislation requiring labor unions to obtain consent

of the union member before that member’s dues can be used for

political purposes. We strongly oppose card check

We support full disclosure of the amounts and sources of any

campaign contributions to political candidates, whether

contributed by individuals, political action committees, or other

entities.

A candidate running for office should be required to reside

within the geographical boundaries of the office sought. The

Secretary of State shall be required to certify that State and

Federal Candidates placed on Ballots proffered in Texas meets

the Statutory Requirements for the Office sought. For Federal

Offices, all Candidates must submit written authorization for the

Secretary of State to obtain a certified copy of the candidates’

birth certificate from the original issuing authority and be

subject to both a criminal background check and “E-Verify”

check, so as to prove they are constitutionally eligible, in order

to have their name placed on the GENERAL election ballot.

We support restoring integrity to the voter registration rolls and
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