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Nature Quest

Baltimore County, Maryland



The Adventure Begins…

Welcome to Baltimore County’s Nature Quest and the

Passport to Family Wellness. This booklet provides an

opportunity to experience the outdoors and be active

with your friends and family while discovering some of the

best parks and trails in Baltimore County. This passport

gives a description of thirteen trails and indicates which

can be enjoyed by biking, hiking, canoeing, or kayaking.

Just take your Passport to Family Wellness with you and

record your progress by using a pencil or crayon to make

a rubbing of the trail marker located on each trail. Trail

markers are mounted on 4x4 posts and are similar to the

one illustrated on the back cover. See how many rubbings

you can collect and look below for the prizes that await

you!

All questers that complete 5 or more trails will receive

a Nature Quest prize, a Wegmans coupon redeemable

for a free Wegmans product and free admission to the

Quest Fest at Robert E. Lee Park in October.

Questers that complete 9-13 trails will receive the

prizes listed above and be entered in raffles for a $100

Wegmans Gift Card, a free pavilion rental at Robert E.



Lee Park, a free pavilion rental at Honeygo Run Park, a

boat trip to Hart Miller Island for up to eight people,

gift baskets from Oregon Ridge Nature Center, the

Center for Maryland Agriculture and Farm Park, and

Banneker Historical Park, and much more.

Prizes can be picked up at any of the parks in this

passport or at the main office located at 1114 Shawan

Road, Cockeysville, MD 21030. Please call (410) 887-4156

if you have any questions.

We hope the Nature Quest Passport provides you, your

family and friends an easy way to enjoy nature, fitness,

and fun!

Thank you,

Barry Williams

Director

Dept. of Recreation and Parks

Baltimore County



Marcie Bartolotta, M.S.

Manager, Eat Well Live Well

Community Initiatives

Wegmans Food Markets



Nature Quest Park Locations



Robert E. Lee Park



Maryland Agricultural Center



Cromwell Valley Park



Honeygo Run Regional Park



Marshy Point Park and Nature Center

Oregon Ridge Park and Nature Center

Benjamin Banneker Historical Park



Robert E. Lee Park

1000 Lakeside Drive , Baltimore County, MD 21210

(410) 887-4156 ● www.roberteleepark.org

Park Hours: Sunrise to Sunset



Tucked into the surrounding communities of Ruxton and

Roland Park, Robert E. Lee Park remains a wonderful secret

to many. The almost 450-acre park consists of forests,

meadows, wetlands, streams, a lake, and globally rare

serpentine barrens. In addition, the park is steeped in history.

The park sits in two different historic districts and has many

historic structures, including a Greek Revival pump house,

dam, and structures from the Baltimore &amp; Susquehanna

Railroad (later, the Northern Central Railroad).

Visitors can enjoy miles of hiking and biking trails, canoeing

and kayaking on the lake, participating in one of the many

nature programs, Paw Point off-leash dog park (membership

required), or watching the numerous species of birds and

other wildlife.

Directions: Robert E. Lee Park is located just north of the

intersection of Falls Road and Lake Avenue. Brown park signs

on Falls Road will help direct visitors to the park. Parking can

be found at the parking lot at the end of Lakeside Drive or at

the Falls Road Light Rail lot. Or even better, take the Light

Rail to the park.



Robert E. Lee Park: Red Trail



Railroad Trail Marker



INDICATES TRAIL MARKER



Robert E. Lee Park: Red Railroad Trail

Directions: Starting from the Dam side of the park, hike or bike on the

paved pathway up the hill. At the split in the path, stay to the left.

Located on the left is a brown park rules sign; take the nearby steps

down the hill. After crossing the Light Rail tracks, you will be on the

Railroad Trail. Follow the red trail blazes.

GPS Coordinates: N 39° 23.397, W 76° 39.149

Length: 1.6 miles each way, from parking lot

Difficulty: Easy

Features: You are hiking or biking on the bed of the Baltimore

Susquehanna Railroad which later became the Northern Central

Railroad. A train station complete with hotel and post office used to be

located just past what is now the Light Rail tracks. During the Civil War,

Southern sympathizers destroyed the bridge (located where the light

rail bridge is now) to keep the Northern army from moving south.

Soldiers from the north camped here throughout the war to protect the

bridge. Look for the remains of the railroad as you make your way

along the trail.

MAKE TRAIL MARKER RUBBING HERE



Robert E. Lee Park: Canoe and Kayak Trail



Willow Island Trail Marker



INDICATES TRAIL MARKER



Robert E. Lee Park: Canoe and Kayak Trail

Note: Must bring your own canoe or kayak. Life preservers must be

worn by all boaters. Trailers and motorized boats are not allowed.

Directions: Park in the parking lot on Lakeside Drive. Boats can be

launched at the concrete fishing pier. Once in your boat, go under the

Light Rail bridge, make a right, head upstream until you hit the first

large island on the left hand side. The marker can be found on a sandy

beach.

GPS Coordinates: N 39° 23.207, W 76° 38.638

Length: 0.5 miles



Difficulty: Easy



Features: From 1858 until 1915, Lake Roland was the sole drinking

water supply for Baltimore City. Today the lake is used for recreation

and habitat for wildlife. Look for bald eagles, herons, wood ducks,

beavers, turtles, and many species of fish. Towson Run, Roland Run, and

the Jones Falls feed the lake as well as many other smaller streams.

Anything that runs off lawns and streets in Towson and the surrounding

communities flows into the lake and then into the Chesapeake Bay.

Help protect the Chesapeake Bay, which is the largest estuary in the

United States, by reducing lawn chemicals, properly maintaining

vehicles, and disposing of trash properly.

MAKE TRAIL MARKER RUBBING HERE
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