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The True Spirit of

Independence Day

-Good People in a Great Nation volunteer to safeguard

Communities and go far beyond and above the Call of DutyBy Gunnar J Kuepper



Members of the Frazier Park Search &amp; Rescue Group participate in a challenging high-angle rescue drill with

trainer Mike Deleo at the park on Tuesday July 1, 2014.
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On July 4th the United States of America celebrates its

independence from the then Kingdom of Great Britain.

On July 4, 1776, the Continental Congress, representing

the thirteen American Colonies, adopted a Declaration of

Independence from the British Empire and formed a new

nation, the United States of America.

John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton,

Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, George Washington,

and the other "founding fathers" did risk their lives,

livelihoods, and fortunes by advocating and signing that

Declaration of Independence.

Today, 238 years later, Independence Day is commonly

associated with fireworks, parades, barbecues, carnivals,

fairs, picnics, concerts, baseball games, family reunions,

and political speeches and ceremonies.

However, Independence Day is also an opportunity to

salute those that currently continue to serve our

communities, protect and help the people, and go far

beyond and above any call of duty.

Supporting the common good, caring about the wellbeing of family, friends, neighbors, and even strangers,

or volunteering for the community was commonplace in

a not so distant past. In today’s world many of those

activities that make any nation and community great and

powerful, have been wrecked by an army of lawyers and

a gigantonormous bureaucracy. In the not so far away

past, you did not need a permit from the Health

Department to feed the hungry, most towns and villages

were well covered by proud volunteer Fire Departments

and EMS Squads. People –unfortunately- seem to accept

that nowadays nearly every social and humanitarian

function of a community is in the hands and managed by

government authorities.

It is therefore crucial to acknowledge and salute those

that still serve and volunteer for the good of the

community. The members of the Frazier Park Search and

Rescue group are an example for those who volunteer



their time and talent to save the lives of others. All

members of that group are trained to find and rescue

others that are lost or injured in our rugged mountain

terrain with sheer cliffs and steep canyons. They go out

in the middle of the night, on a hot summer day, or in

harsh winter conditions to search, rescue, and, in a worst

case scenario, recover a body.

The Frazier Park Search &amp; Rescue group is one of eleven

teams within the Kern County Sheriff’s Office. These

Search and Rescue teams have the primary responsibility

for all search and rescue missions involving lost or

stranded persons throughout Kern County.

These men and women of the Frazier Park team reside in

the Frazier Mountain Communities and met once a week

for training and drills. They are always available to

provide their time and skills to others in need.



Frazier Park Search &amp; Rescue Unit and ATVs at the

2013 Fiesta Days Parade



So, once you enjoy the fireworks, parades, barbecues,

carnivals, fairs, picnics, concerts, baseball games, family

reunions, political speeches and ceremonies, remember

the risk the founding fathers took; salute all the

volunteers and those who serve above and beyond

throughout the nation; and consider a way how you can

become an active participant in the affairs of your

community and our nation.

U.S President John F. Kennedy said in his inaugural

address on January 20, 1961: “And so, my fellow

Americans: ask not what your country can do for you,

ask what you can do for your country.”

The men and women of the Frazier Park Search and

Rescue Team have already replied to that challenge. Will

You?
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All Things Local

New Laws became effective in California

on July 1, 2014

A variety of new laws became effective in the State of

California on July 1, 2014.

Important for employees:

 Minimum wage goes up to $9 in California. In 2016,

the wage will go up to $10 an hour.

 State and local governments can no longer ask job

applicants about past criminal convictions: Assembly

Bill 218 (does not apply to a position for which a

state or local agency is otherwise required by law to

conduct a conviction history background check, to

any position within a criminal justice agency, or to

any individual working on a temporary or permanent

basis for a criminal justice agency on a contract

basis)

 Paid family leave expanded to include grandparents,

grandchildren, siblings, and parents-in-law

Gun control: Large-capacity magazines are now banned

Fire Safety: All battery-operated smoke alarms in rental

units must contain a non-replaceable, non-removable 10year battery

Real Estate: Property sellers must disclose lawsuits and

claims on property.

Contractors: Prime contractors required to disclose the

CSLB license numbers of subcontractors on public works

projects.

Transgender Californians can now easily change their

names and identity

####



Los Padres Reminds Fourth of

July Visitors of Fireworks Ban

by Andrew Madsen, Los Padres National

Forest

Los Padres officials are reminding Fourth

of July visitors that the possession or use of fireworks—

including the “safe and sane” variety—is strictly

prohibited in the forest at all times. Rangers and law

enforcement officers patrolling the forest will be strictly

enforcing the ban throughout the long weekend.

A violation of the law could result in a $5,000 fine and/or

six months in jail. In addition, anyone causing a wildfire

is potentially liable for all costs associated with

suppressing the fire. The Forest asks that all visitors take

the following precautions to prevent wildfires:







Contact the Ranger Station nearest your destination

for the latest conditions.

 Campfires are permitted in Campfire Use Sites only

and must be attended at all times.

 Persons with a valid California Campfire Permit are

allowed to use portable stoves and lanterns using gas,

jellied petroleum or pressurized liquid fuel outside of

designated Campfire Use Sites. California Campfire

Permits are available for free download from the Los

Padres

National

Forest

website

(http://www.fs.usda.gov/lpnf). You must clear all

flammable material for a distance of 10 feet in all

directions from your camp stove, have a shovel and

water available nearby, and ensure that a responsible

person attends the stove at all times when it is in use.

 Smoking is prohibited except within an enclosed

vehicle, building, or designated Campfire Use Site.

 Internal or external combustion engines require

properly installed, functional spark arresters. This

requirement is in effect year-round.

Make sure all campfires are “dead out” before you leave

the Campfire Use Site. Avoid parking vehicles on grass,

as hot engines can ignite dry vegetation. Report any

suspicious activity to the nearest Forest Service Officer

or Ranger Station. To report a fire or other emergency,

call 911.

####



Local Teen died in a Traffic Accident

On Monday, June 23, 2014 19-year-old Benjamin

Grajeda, a resident of Lebec was fatally injured in a

traffic accident on Highway 166 near Old River Road in

Bakersfield. Benjamin Grajeda graduated from Frazier

Mountain High School (FMHS) in 2012.

According to the California Highway Patrol (CHP)

Grajeda was east bound on Highway 166 at unknown

rate of speed when he began traveling on the south

shoulder after coming up on slower traffic that was

stopping for traffic ahead.

His red 1999 Honda Accord re-entered traffic. At that

point Grajeda lost control and his car traveled across the

eastbound lane, through the center median and collided

head on with the welding truck, a Dodge Ram 3500. He

died at the scene as a result of his injuries.

Benjamin Grajeda is described as a very sweet and

friendly young man, whose unfortunate death is certainly

very untimely.

Car washes to provide financial support to the family

were hold in Frazier Park over the weekend.
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Fatal Motorcycle Accident west of Pine

Mountain Club

On Monday, June 30, 2014 at an unknown time 61-year

old David Stepp was traveling westbound on Hudson

Ranch Road on his 1992 Kawasaki Motorcycle. While

traversing a left hand turn in the roadway about 12 miles

west of Pine Mountain Club (PMC) Stepp made –

according to the California Highway Patrol (CHP)- an

unsafe turning movement which caused his motorcycle to

leave the roadway. As a result Stepp crashed out of

control down a dirt embankment and sustained fatal

injuries. Since he was riding alone in a rather remote area

there were no witnesses to the accident. Due to the

location, declining dirt embankment and shrubbery,

neither his body nor the motorcycle could be seen from

Hudson Ranch Road. It is reported that David Stepp was

the founder and senior pastor at Bakersfield Christian

Church in East Bakersfield. He did not report to work on

Tuesday and a co-worker went to his home and noticed

his motorcycle was missing. Stepp’s family filed a

missing persons report since they were unable to reach or

find him. Stepp’s family was able to locate him using a

cell phone App which lead them to the accident site on

Wednesday, July 2.

####



Frazier Park woman sentenced for leaving

an infant inside a car

On Tuesday, July 1, 2014, Maurine Alyce Clark, 27, a

reported resident of Frazier Park, was sentenced to three

days in jail, 15 days of community labor and attending a

parenting class for one year.

Clark entered a plea of no contest at San Fernando

Superior Court. She was charged with child

endangerment for leaving an infant inside a car for half

an hour on Sunday, June 29th. Los Angeles County

Sheriff's deputies responded around 5 p.m. to a report of

a 9-year-old girl in the backseat of a car in the Target

parking lot on Magic Mountain Parkway in Santa Clarita.

Deputies found the vehicle unlocked, with the engine

running, and the child asleep and unharmed.

Subsequently Clark was arrested on a child

endangerment charge.

####



2014 Relay for Life at the Frazier

Mountain High School



June Schmidt, the Event Coordinator for the 2014 Relay

for Life, stated that the 24 hour event on Saturday, June

21, 2014 saw 18 teams with 146 pre-registered members

participating. An estimated 180 additional visitors came

to support the cause. More than $36,000 was raised.

According to Schmidt, highlights of that 2nd annual event

in the Frazier Mountain Communities were the opening

ceremony with Kern County Supervisor David Couch,

providing a Proclamation from Kern County’s Board of

Supervisors, as well as Patsy Romero's inspirational and

entertaining speech. Romero described her own

experience with breast cancer and her involvement in

Relay for Life activities.



Supervisor David Couch with members of the Team

"Highway Rangers - in loving memory of Officer James K.

Biehl" with James Crabtree; Shannon &amp; Diann Biehl;

Craig Whitty: Zachory, Kyle, Max &amp; Jake Emmons;

Grantley &amp; Ruby Vaughn, Adriaan Garcia.
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Following the opening presentations and the singing of

the National Anthem, the Color Guard of VFW (Veterans

of Foreign Wars) Post 9791 led the first laps of the

Survivors and Caregivers.



Another emotional highlight in the evening was the

Luminaria Ceremony.

During the day a variety of fun activities, and life music

by local bands were offered and many of those were

enjoyed by adults, teens and children alike.



Supervisor Couch visited Veterinarian Dr.

Diane Cosko and her Mountain Aire

Veterinary Hospital

On Saturday, June 25, 2015 Veterinarian Dr. Diane

Cosko and her staff celebrated with the community the

25th anniversary of her clinic. Live music, food &amp; games,

tours through the hospital, and a variety of pet services

and products were liked by the many two-legged visitors

who in many cases brought their dogs. Many of those

K9s participated in a dog parade.

Supervisor David Couch stopped by and toured the clinic

facilities. Afterwards he presented Dr. Diane Cosko a

Certificate of Appreciation in recognition of the 25th

anniversary and for exemplary public service as well as

civic contributions to the Mountain Communities.



Dr. Diane Cosko with Supervisor David Couch



.



Free Summer Lunches for teens and

children under 18 are served at the

Frazier Park School from June 9 to

August 1, 2014
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Supervisor Couch visited the new Shelter

on the Hill (SOTH) Facility in Lebec



On Saturday, June 25, 2015 Kern County Supervisor

David Couch visited the brand-new Shelter Facility built

and maintained by the “Shelter on the Hill” organization.



SOTH President Candace Husky gave Supervisor David

Couch and Ryan Shultz a tour through the different

sections of the brand-new facility in Lebec. Many dogs

and cats have already found a temporary home in the

Shelter.

Amazingly, the SOTH facility is completely operated and

maintained by volunteers and supported solely by

donations.



####



Explosives found in Frazier Park



Supervisor David Couch (left) with Volunteers &amp; Shelter

on the Hill President Candace Husky (green shirt)



Sergeant Mark Brown, the head of the Frazier Park

Sheriff’s Substation reported that on Wednesday, July 2,

2014, at about 8:30 AM, a deputy was dispatched to a

house on the 4100 block of Pico Trail in Frazier Park to

investigate the report of a possibly explosive substance in

a garage. A woman who was cleaning out the garage

located what appeared to be Semtex, a common plastic

explosive. The Kern County Sheriff’s Office (KCSO)

Bomb Squad seized the substance and will destroy it.

Semtex is a general-purpose plastic explosive containing RDX

and PETN. It is used in commercial blasting, demolition, and

in certain military applications.
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