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Get Involved this Thursday 
Come and Tell Supervisor David Couch 

¶ to use ~$2 billion County fund for the fiscal year 2014-15 wisely 

¶ not to touch or close our Frazier Park Library 

¶ to cut the "dead wood" within the Kern County Administration 

¶ to reduce the budget of the obscure offices (such as County Counsel where 

most of the numerous attorneys earn more than $250,000)  

By Gunnar J Kuepper 
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For Thursday, July 1, at 6 p.m. at the Frazier Mountain 

Park Community Center (across from the Frazier Park 

Library) Supervisor David Couch has invited all 

residents in the Frazier Mountain Communities to listen 

and comment on the upcoming Budget (Fiscal Year 

2014-15) for Kern County. 

Last Yearôs 2013-14 County Budget totaled $2.6 billion. 

That included the operating governmental funds with the 

General Fund in the amount of $1.57 billion, the non-

operating governmental funds, consisting of special 

revenue and capital projects funds, in the amount of $358 

million. 

In addition to the governmental funds, there was a budget 

for other funds in the amount of $695 million for 

enterprise funds such as Airports, Kern Medical Center, 

and Waste Management; internal service funds such as 

Worker's Compensation and Group Health; grant-funded 

programs administered by Employer's Training Resource 

and Community Development programs; and County 

Service Area funds that are special districts under the 

Board of Supervisors. 

Program-specific revenues for operating governmental 

funds were in 2013-14 at $1.1 billion. Program-specific 

revenues are required by law to be spent for specific, 

mandated programs or direct reimbursements for the cost 

of providing services, and the Board of Supervisors has 

minimal discretion in using those funds. These costs 

account for nearly 68% of the total budget for the 

operating governmental funds. Most State and federal 

subventions must be used to operate health and human 

services programs.  

Discretionary-use revenues for the General Fund 

controlled by the Board are 23% of the budget, and Kern 

County must use much of this money to match mandated 

State and federal programs.  

Kern County has a population of ~850,000 living on 

8,161 square miles. Within the county are 11 

incorporated cites (Arvin, Bakersfield, California City, 

Delano, Maricopa, Mc Farland, Ridgecrest, Shafter, Taft, 

Tehachapi, Wasco), 48 census designated places 

(including Frazier Park, Lake of the Woods, Lebec, Pine 

Mountain Club). The racial and ethnic identity is 

described as 50% white non-hispanic, 39% hispanic, 

23% other race, 6% african American, and 2.5% Native 

American 

In the 2013-14 Budget the County received an income of 

nearly $2 billon, $1,924,781 to be exact. The largest 

income sources were Intergovernmental Revenues ($718 

million or 37% of the income), Taxes ($412 million or 

21% of the income) and "Other Financing Sources" 

($390 million or 20% of the budget funding). 

In 2014 nearly 40% ($763 million) were used for Public 

Protection, followed by 27% ($521 million) for Public 

Assistance), 15% ($293 million) for Health and 

Sanitation, and 7.65% ($148 million) for General 

Government. 

The 2013-14 Budget (about 550 pages) lists about 230 

county units that received funding. 

The Kern County departments include  

¶ County Administrative Office 

¶ Agriculture and Measurement Standards 

¶ Sheriff's Office ($211 million) 

¶ Fire Department ($144 million) 

¶ Mental Health ($109 million) 

¶ District Attorney 

¶ Public Defender 

¶ Planning & Community Development 

¶ Animal Services ($8.1 million) 

¶ Public Health Services ($32 million) 

¶ Aging and Adult Services 

¶ Human Services 

¶ Parks & Recreation ($13.5 million) 

¶ Library ($8.3 million) 

¶ Animal Services ($8.1 million) 

My favorite, the obscure Department of Kern County 

Counsel, had a budget of $10.5 million in 2013=14, 

much more the Library System that serves more than 

150,000 residents every year. 

Or, just another comparison, Kern County spends nearly 

14x the amount of money for Mental Health ($109 

million) that is spend for the entire County Library 

System. 

In June of 2008, the county had the equivalent of 8,480 

full -time employees. In June of 2012, that number was 

down to 7,374, according to reports from the Kern 

County Auditor-Recorderôs office. 9,605 employees, 

including part-timers were listed for Kern County in 

2013.  

16 of those (most, if not all working at Kern Medical 

Center) received in 2013 salary & benefits exceeding 

$400,000, 23 other public employees enjoyed salary & 

benefits of more than $300,000 annually, including Ann 

Theresa Goldner, the head of the obscure Office of 

County Counsel. The County's overall cost for 

employees' salaries and benefits was about $1.03 billion 

in the 2013-14 budget.  

Financial challenges and losses in the recent past include: 
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In September of 2013, Kern County governments and 

special districts had to repay Occidential Petroleum $31 

million in tax money that the oil company was 

overcharged based in part on the value of its holdings in 

the Monterey Shale. Kern Countyôs share of the 

repayment was $11.3 million. 

The county-owned Kern Medical Center (KMC) is one of 

the biggest fiscal liability at this point in time. Most of 

Kern Medical Centerôs worsening annual budget was 

revealed at the end of 2013: years of obvious 

miscalculation and financial mismanagement created an 

estimated $64 million hole in the hospitalôs finances. The 

result was that KMC has racked up a debt to the countyôs 

general fund that hovers around $100 million. 

Subsequently the Hospital's CEO, Paul Hensler (received 

an annual salary of $458,596 in 2013) was fired after the 

county supervisors became fully aware of the losses late 

in 2013. 

The company of the new CEO, Russell Judd, is tasked 

with eliminating that loan burden, operating KMC at a 

profit and / or rebuilding the hospitalôs billing, physician 

pay and operations systems. At the same time the 

visually not really inviting facility needs to attract a 

better mix of patients ð fewer poor and uninsured 

patients and more paying customers. 

For the year 2013 - 2014, the Kern County Treasurer-Tax 

Collector mailed out property tax bills totaling over 942 

million dollars. Of those bills mailed, the top 10 

taxpayers (Chevron, Aera Energy, Occidental of Elk 

Hills, Oxy USA, Berry Petroleum, Plains Exploration & 

Prod, Pacific Gas & Electric, Seneca Resources, Vintage 

Production Cal, US Borax) comprised 32.80% of the 

total taxes due to the County. The assessed value of the 

2013-14 tax roll was $84.6 billion, the combined net 

assessed value of the top ten taxpayers was $27.8 billion. 

However, Kern County's two largest industries, oils and 

gas production as well as agriculture face significant 

challenges in 2014. 

Oil and gas production has driven much of the County's 

job and income growth. The industry is now confronted 

with environmental questions as it seeks to tap the 12 

billion barrels of oil beneath the ground.   

Agriculture is today a $6 billion+ industry in Kern 

County. The food productionôs main challenge is water, 

or the lack thereof due to the multi-year extreme drought. 

Aside from looking for emergency water transfers to the 

places in need and aside from demanding the removal of 

environmental restrictions, the County needs to find 

long-term local solutions to the ongoing water crisis. 

When supervisors discovered the multi-million deficit 

from Kern Medical Center, the Board of Supervisors had 

asked all departments in February of 2014 to submit 

budgets that cut five percent from their current revenue. 

However, in June 2014 it become clear that at least eight 

county departments have asked for $31.9 million more 

than the County Administrative Office has allocated 

them in the recommended spending plan for fiscal year 

2014-2015, which begins July 1. The Kern Medical 

Center and the Kern County Sheriff's Office -- have 

asked for $25.3 million of that total. 

The departments had to submit their new budget 

proposals by June 17, 2014 and the final vote by the 

Board of Supervisors on the 2014-15 budget is expected 

in August. 
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All Things Local 
 

 

Roundtable & Opening Ceremony for 

Fire Station 58 in Pine Mountain Club 
On Saturday, July 12, 2014 at 12:00 noon a ceremonial 

ribbon cutting will take place at the New Kern County 

Fire Station 58. 
 

 
 

 
 

Prior to that, starting at 10:00 a.m. a round table 

presentation is scheduled to in the Condor room at the 

Pine Mountain Property Owner Association club house.   

Scheduled Speakers this year are: 4th District Supervisor 

David Couch, Kern County Fire Chief Brian Marshall, 

Vince Fong District Director for Congressman Kevin 

McCarthy, Jessie Dahliwal State of California, 

Department of Public Health Drinking Water Program 

and Jim Beck ï General Manager of the Kern County 

Water Agency. 

#### 

Santa Clarita - Accident involving the 

Ninja roller coaster at Six Flags Magic 

Mountain 
On Monday, July 7, 2014 around 6:00 p.m. a tree branch 

fell down on the tracks of the Ninja roller coaster at Six 

Flags Magic Mountain. The entertainment venue is 

popular by many families and kids in the Frazier 

Mountain Communities. 

The front car derailed and more than 20 people became 

stranded on the roller coaster ride about 40 feet above the 

ground. Los Angeles County Fire personnel, including a 

urban search-and-rescue team, responded and evacuated 

22 riders from the disabled coaster car until 8:30 p.m. 

Two of the riders were transported to a local hospital 

with what was described as minor injuries. 

The accident is investigated by the California Division of 

Occupational Safety and Health. 

According to a Los Angeles Times report, on 

Wednesday, July 9, Jeremy Ead and Olivia Feldman filed 

a lawsuit Wednesday in Los Angeles County Superior 

Court, alleging that the park's neglect caused the ride to 

be "dangerous, defective, hazardous and unsafe," 

according to the suit. The lawsuit, filed by attorney Barry 

Novack, seeks money to cover legal costs, medical bills 

and lost earnings. 

#### 

Northbound I 5 - Traffic Accident   

On Tuesday, July 8, 2014 around 6:15 p.m. two trucks 

collided on the northbound lanes of I5 between Frazier 

Park and Lebec. 

One of the trailers was destroyed and its contents spilled 

onto the freeway. Traffic was diverted to one lane, 

creating a temporary traffic jam. No injuries have been 

reported. 

 

Water Alert Stage II in  Frazier Park  
By Frazier Park Public Utility District 
 

Due to the declared Drought Emergency, as well as the 

declining aquifer in our district, we have now gone to the 

ñALERT STAGEò in our Water Conservation Plan.  

Please see the mandatory restrictions to below. If you 

have any questions, or need help with compliance, please 

contact someone from the district. 

1) No use of water through any connection when the 

district has notified the customer in writing to repair 

a broken or defective plumbing, sprinkler, watering 

or irrigation system and the customer has failed to 

make such repairs within 5 days after receipt of such 

notice.  

2) No use of water which results in flooding or run-off 

in gutters, waterways, patios, driveway, or streets.  

3) No use of water for washing aircraft, cars, buses, 

boats, trailers or other vehicles without a positive 

shut-off nozzle on the outlet end of the hose.  

Fire Station 58 under construction on Dec 23, 2013 


