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Outlets at Tejon

-a tremendous opportunity for the regionBy Gunnar J Kuepper



On Wednesday, July 16, 2014 members of the regional

Media received an up close look at the new Outlets at

Tejon. The 320,000-square-foot upscale outlet will open

to the public on Thursday, August 7, 2014. Between



200,000 and 250,000 people are expected to visit during

that opening weekend.

The Outlets at Tejon consists of nine buildings that

accommodate more than 70 retail shops and restaurants.
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Some of the larger fashion stores include H&amp;M, Polo

Ralph Lauren, Tommy Hilfiger, Nike, Calvin Klein, Gap,

Banana Republic. Several stores focus specifically on

children’s items, including Carters, Gymboree and

OshKosh B’Gosh. Aside from a food court the Outlet

Mall houses restaurants such as Juicy Burger, Subway

Cafė, Tony’s Pizza, Wing Stop and Don Perico’s. The

shops will be open Monday to Saturday 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

and on Sundays from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.



architecture. More than 1,000 people were employed

throughout the construction phase.



Final Touches at the Center Court with Stores by

Calvin Klein, Banana Republic, Nike, and Tommy Hilfiger



View towards the Pottery Barn Outlet with the

Polo Ralph Lauren Factory Store on the Left



The Outlets at Tejon is owned by Tejon Ranch Co and

The Rockefeller Group. The mall will be managed and

operated by CBRE, one of the world's largest commercial

real estate services firm. Barry Zoeller, Vice President

for Communications with Tejon Ranch expects about ten

million visitors a year, which equals nearly 30,000

people on any given day.

The Outlet Mall is located on the east side of Laval Road

exit, near the intersection of I-5 and Highway 99, just 30

miles south of Bakersfield. The west side of that exit

houses a major traveler stop with a variety of gas

stations, quick-serve restaurants, and a hotel. That 60acre Petro Travel Center started in 1999. It includes one

of the busiest Starbucks stores in the U.S. and serves 14

million travelers annually.

Ground-breaking for the 43-acre outlet complex on the

east side of I-5 was in May of 2013. In less than 15

month the buildings and surrounding, including more

than 1.600 parking spots, were completed by Layton

Construction at a cost of $90 million. The design of the

mall fits perfect into the surrounding scenery and the

stunning mountains in the background. The towers and

the buildings are raised in the beautiful Spanish Colonial

Revival Style which is reminiscent of early California



An outlet mall (or outlet center) is a type of shopping

mall in which manufacturers sell their products directly

to the public through their own stores. Other stores in

outlet malls are operated by retailers selling returned

goods and discontinued products, often at heavily

reduced prices. The first multi-store outlet mall opened in

1974 in Reading, Pennsylvania. Currently more than 200

outlet stores are operated throughout the United States

and at least 22 of those are located in California. Outlet

stores usually attract cost-conscious shoppers. These

outlets malls continue to thrive by giving fashion labels

access to millions who otherwise wouldn't be able or

willing to pay for designer items or brand names.



Inside the –still empty- Polo Ralph Lauren Factory Store



The Outlets at Tejon will employ about 2,000 people,

from retail staff, to management, maintenance, and

security. Aside from creating jobs, the Outlets at Tejon

will produce significant tax-income for California and
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Kern County. Based on the outlet industry standard of

$400 in sales per square foot, about $128.5 million in

sales will be generated per year. That will lead $9.6

million in sales tax per year, with Kern County receiving

approximately $1.3 million per year.



Kern County Transit has already implemented a new bus

route (no. 145) from Bakersfield to the Outlet Mall,

which will run at least four times a day. The bus from the

Frazier Park/Lebec area will also have a new stop at the

Microtel Hotel, next to the Outlets at Tejon.
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All Things Local

Cosplay Parade on July 24, 2014

By Thomas Hurst

Do your kids (and you) love to dress up? Learn how to

design a costume based on your favorite characters in

comics, video games, movies, or anything in between.

Cosplay 101 is a locally created workshop for all ages

interested in learning about and practicing costume play,

or cosplay. Sponsored by Computers and Games, hosted

by our Frazier Park library, and in conjunction with

professional cosplay group, Keepin' It Nerdy, Cosplay

101 is a place to prepare for your next convention visit

and have fun with fellow geeks!



Our final meeting is on Thursday, July 24, 2014 at 3 pm

and will culminate in a cosplay parade from the Library

to Computer and Games.

####



Notice of Intention to Appoint School

Board Trustee

By El Tejon Unified School District (ETUSD)

Due to a vacancy on the Board of Trustees of the El

Tejon Unified School District resulting from the pending

resignation of a Board Member, the Board of Trustees

intends to provisionally appoint a qualified individual to

the Board of Trustees, pursuant to Education Code

section 5091.

Applicants must be 18 years of age or older, citizens of

the United States, residents of the District, and not

disqualified by the Constitution or laws of the State from

holding a civil office.



Qualified individuals will be interviewed by the Board at

a public meeting to be held on July 31, 2014. The Board

may take action to appoint at that meeting or at a later

meeting.

Interested persons should contact the District Office no

later than July 30, 2014 at the following number: (661)

248-6247. Applications may be obtained at our District

Office to be turned in no later than July 30, 2014. A link

to the application will be on the District website.

####



Kern's Property Valued at $97.5 Billion

for Coming Fiscal Year

by Kern County Assessor

Special Announcement: To inquire as to whether your

property is in a decline in value status or the current

market value is less than your property's Proposition 13

base value, please access the Assessor's website at

http://assessor.co.kern.ca.uslpropertysearch/index.php.

The 2014 taxable value will be displayed along with your

Proposition 13 base value difference, if any. This will

indicate if your property is benefitting from a decline in

value. It will be necessary to provide your street address

or Assessor Parcel Number to access your information.

Kern County Assessor-Recorder, Jim Fitch, announced

that his office has determined that the taxable value of

Kern County property for the fiscal year beginning July

1, 2014 at $97.5 billion. This total, for fiscal year 20142015, represents an increase of approximately $5.2

billion or an increase of 5.6% in assessed values.

Typically, property tax revenues are one of the largest

sources of revenue for counties, cities, special districts

and schools. Property tax dollars generated close to $975

million of General Tax Rate Dollars and the County's

share is close to $390 million, an increase of

approximately $15 million for all necessary County

services.

Kern County continues to experience a major turnaround

for the market value of residential properties. The

Assessor's Office reviewed over 200,000 properties for

lien date, January 1, 2014. We are required to assess a

property at the lower of market value or the property's

factored Proposition 13 base value. Currently there are

close to 75,000 properties in a decline in value status in

which the property's market value has fallen below the

factored Proposition 13 base value.

After the downturn of residential market value beginning

in 2007 the Assessor's office lowered 110,000 properties.

The lowering of these values saved many residential

property owners thousands of dollars in property taxes.
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Due to the turnaround in the market some 90,000

properties will see an increase in their assessments for

the upcoming year due to an increase in market value. As

the market value increases, the Assessor will continue to

raise these values until it reaches a property's Proposition

13 base value. Along with these increases, real property,

commercial, industrial, and agricultural properties

increased by close to $3.2 billion in assessed value for

the year. The largest city assessed value increase was

Wasco at nearly 13%, Delano was next with 9% and

Bakersfield City with an 8% increase.

Oil and gas properties make up close to 32% of the

assessment roll. Due to their value and complexity, they

are some of the most difficult valuations performed by

this office. These properties saw an increase in assessed

value of approximately 1.4 billion. This increase is

mainly due to new construction, additional reserves and

the continuation of a forecasted oil price to remain high.

Many of our assessment appeals involve these high dollar

petroleum properties. These appeals require a great deal

of the staffs time and resources. Wind energy properties

are still under review and may see a reduction in values.

Overall agriculture properties increased in value due to

the new planting of nut trees and vines. The Assessor's

office took into consideration the continue drought we

are experiencing in Kern County.

The Assessor's Office is responsible for over 400,000

individual assessments. Within these assessments, the

office must determine ownership, mailing address,

mapping, location and the value of the assessment. The

Assessor maintains a record of the age, quality,

remaining economic life, and other characteristics for

each real or personal property item to assist in

determining assessed value.

The Assessor renders opinions of value, either for the

base value, or the market value of a property. Mr. Fitch

urges property owners to contact his office if they feel

their valuation is not reflective of one of these values for

January 1, 2014. He added that his office is committed to

ensuring all property owners pay no more in property

taxes than what is prescribed by law. He also reminded

homeowners it is not necessary to contract with or pay

outside companies for a review of their assessed values.

His office is very proactive in lowering these values

when warranted.

Property owners without access to the County website

can obtain a printed value notice by calling the Kern

County Assessor's office at 661-868-3485, or by writing

or coming into the Assessor's office located at 1115

Truxtun Avenue, 2nd floor, Bakersfield, CA 93301.



Mr. Fitch concluded by stating that he is proud of his

staff for the diligent efforts they made to close this

assessment roll timely in a year in which they processed

another record-breaking amount of work

####



Water Alert Stage II in Frazier Park

By Frazier Park Public Utility District

Due to the declared Drought Emergency, as well as the

declining aquifer in our district, we have now gone to the

“ALERT STAGE” in our Water Conservation Plan.

Please see the mandatory restrictions to below. If you

have any questions, or need help with compliance, please

contact someone from the district.

1) No use of water through any connection when the

district has notified the customer in writing to repair

a broken or defective plumbing, sprinkler, watering

or irrigation system and the customer has failed to

make such repairs within 5 days after receipt of such

notice.

2) No use of water which results in flooding or run-off

in gutters, waterways, patios, driveway, or streets.

3) No use of water for washing aircraft, cars, buses,

boats, trailers or other vehicles without a positive

shut-off nozzle on the outlet end of the hose.

4) No use of water through a hose for washing

buildings,

structures,

sidewalks,

walkways,

driveways, patios, parking lots, tennis courts, or other

hard-surfaced areas in a manner which results in

excessive run-off or waste.

5) No use of water for watering streets with trucks,

except for initial wash-down for construction

purposes (if street sweeping is not feasible), or to

protect the health and safety of the public.

6) No use of water for construction purposes, such as

consolidation of backfill, dust control, or other uses

unless no other source of water or other method can

be used.
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