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Portland Music Co.

12 Months



Home for Martin Guitars



0%



Financing on Select Martin Guitars



happy hour 3-6pm



830 E BURNSIDE / 503.231.WOOD



www.dougfirlounge.com



For a limited time Till Dec 31st



NOVEMBER



(For qualified applicants)



15 GRUFF RHYS



WILLIS EARL BEAL



16 GENERATIONALS



SPRINGTIME CARNIVORE



DECEMBER

1

2



TWO SHOWS!

All ages at 5pm / 21+ at 9pm



17 BOB SCHNEIDER



THE WIND + THE WAVE



18 SOHN

WET



WWW.PORTLANDMUSICCOMPANY.COM



19 JAY NASH W/

JOSH DAY



Largest Martin Guitars

Showcase In Portland



Four Locations In Town

BROADWAY STORE



BEAVERTON



10075 SW Hwy 10

2502 NE Broadway

Beaverton, OR 97005

Portland, OR 97232
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503-641-5505

503-228-8437



daily



EASTSIDE



12334 SE Division

Portland OR 97233

(503)760-6881



MLK STORE



531 SE Martin Luther King Blvd.

Portland, OR 97214

503-226-3719



JAVIER DUNN



20 DEERHOOF

BUSDRIVER

GO DARK



21 BLACK PRAIRIE

SWANSEA



22 AVI BUFFALO



LOS ANGELES POLICE

DEPARTMENT



23 COLD SPECKS

THE DOMESTICS



24 RICH AUCOIN

WITH GUESTS



26 JAMESTOWN

REVIVAL

NIKKI LANE

PETE MOLINARI



29 SHY GIRLS



MASSACOORAMAAN



JANUARY



ALVVAYS
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ABSOLUTELY FREE



FERNANDO



THEE OH SEES



JACK NAME
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TWO SHOWS!

All ages at 5pm / 21+ at 9pm



3

4

5



JERRY JOSEPH AND THE

JACKMORMONS

JERRY JOSEPH AND THE

JACKMORMONS



MEXICAN GUNFIGHT



WHITE LUNG



9



MORMON CROSSES



DEAD WINTER CARPENTERS



WITH GUESTS



GOAPELE

22 MATES OF STATE

MY BRIGHTEST DIAMOND 23 LA LUZ

RABBIT RABBIT
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CASS MCCOMBS &amp;

MEAT PUPPETS

7 THE BARR BROTHERS

9 ROADKILL GHOST CHOIR

10 COLLEGE

11 BLUETECH

MANATEE COMMUNE



12 AUGUSTANA

13 K.M.R.I.A.

15 HAAS KOWERT TICE

WITH GUESTS



16 JESSICA HERNANDEZ

&amp; THE DELTAS



RIO GRANDS • THE FUR COATS



18 THE MUFFS



SUMMER CANNIBALS

THE SUICIDE NOTES



20 WORTHY



ASTRONOMAR • LASSI

GANG$IGN$ • ASW

TOURMALINE B2B VALEN



28 REIGNWOLF

WITH GUESTS



WITH GUESTS



24 BROOKE FRASER

25 THE VASELINES

31 BOWIEVISION



(DAVID BOWIE TRIBUTE)



THIS IS NOT MY

BEAUTIFUL BAND



(TALKING HEADS TRIBUTE)



MORE 2015 SHOWS!

2/11 DENGUE FEVER

2/13 MILO GREENE

3/13 THE DODOS



with SPRINGTIME CARNIVORE



4/25 TWIN SHADOW

4/30 THE HANDSOME FAMILY

with WILDEWOOD



Advance tickets at ticketfly.com



All shows 8pm doors/9pm show • 21+ unless noted

Box office open ½ hour before doors

Serving Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner, Late Night

Covered Smoking Patio, Fireplace Room, Free WIFI

Twitter@dougfirlounge

Instagram@dougfirlounge



Download our

FREE iPhone App!

vrtxmag.com
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SOUNDCHECK



PHOTO BY AUTUMN ANDEL



A week before making her

network television debut on

the Late Show with David Letterman, Erika M. Anderson

(EMA) brought her rebellious

brand of noisy pop rock (and

some eye-catching bling) to

Tom McCall Waterfront Park

in front of a hometown crowd

on the second day of MusicfestNW 2014. See two days’ worth

of photos from MFNW at

VRTXMAG.COM/MEDIA/PHOTO
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SOUNDCHECK



PHOTO BY jason quigley



In the middle of their season,

SUMMER CANNIBALS hunkered

down with Larry Crane at Jackpot!

Recording Studio to record and

mix—all analog, of course—their

second full-length LP. Featuring

the efforts of Marc Swart, Valerie

Brogden, Lynnae Gryffin and Jessica Boudreaux (from left to right),

Show Us Your Mind will be released

in spring 2015. Although drummer

Brogden and bassist Gryffin have

since amicably departed the band,

you can catch new members Jenny

Logan and Devon Shirley when the

band opens for The War On Drugs at

the Crystal Ballroom in December.
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SOUNDCHECK



PHOTO BY anthony pidgeon



One month before the official

October street date of Le Bonheur—French for the happiness—STORM LARGE treated

a sold-out, hometown crowd at

the Alberta Rose Theatre to a

taste of her jazzy, Euro-inspired,

loungey, ballad-filled, rockin’

new record. After an always-epic

performance, all in attendance

on Sept. 8 walked away with

a copy of the tongue-in-cheek

titled CD. See the entire gallery at

VRTXMAG.COM/MEDIA/PHOTO
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WINTER 2014



IN THIS



ISSUE

18



get vortex

music magazine

delivered to

your door



44



20



40



22



36

24



new in #pdxmusic

18



portraits of portland music



sos: forever young



sound thinking

with larry crane



BY ERIC SKELTON



and pay whatever you

want for it!



BY john chandler



side projects



20



portland’s indispensable

sideman: dave depper



community



the myth of the missing musician



BY ryan j. prado



history



starfucker: from doug ﬁrs to desert



oregon music hall of fame: honoring the

past, building the future



BY chris young



a family affair with the fords

BY chris young



40



BY don campbell



a day out



24



36



BY CASSANDRA KOSLEN



ex-pdx



22



32



32



holiday



44



gift + give guide



VRTXMAG.COM/SUBSCRIBE



Portland’s Recorded Music Store



Since 1969



CDs DVDs Vinyl

3158 E. Burnside



503.231.8926

musicmillennium.com
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Cover photo by Anthony Pidgeon



describing the indescribable with lost lander

making a medallion, lost lander moves from the physical world to the spiritual

one and emerges with their second record—equally collaged as the ﬁrst but

with more musical minds continuing the exploration by picking at the surface

to see what’s underneath BY chris young



26



vrtxmag.com



11



letter from the editor



EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Chris Young



PUBLISHER

David Mosher



DESIGNER

Eric Skelton



WE’RE IN THIS TOGETHER



WEBMASTER

CONTRIBUTORS

WRITERS



Don Campbell

John Chandler

Cassandra Koslen

Andrea Janda

Ryan J. Prado

Eric Skelton



PHOTO BY JOSH PHILLIPS



Arthur Parker



PHOTOGRAPHERS



John Alcala

Autumn Andel

Kyle Carnes

Josh Phillips

Anthony Pidgeon

Jason Quigley

Benjamin Wu

copy editor



Cassandra Koslen



ADVERTISING



Media Kit + Other Requests

ads@vrtxmag.com

developmental strategist



Jacob Thom



ALL OTHER COMMENTS + INQUIRES



info@vrtxmag.com



Vortex Music Magazine is

published quarterly by

Vortex Music Magazine, LLC

1111 SE Grand Ave. #122

Portland, OR 97214

All rights reserved.



VRTXMAG.COM
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YOU HOLD THE THIRD ISSUE OF VORTEX MUSIC MAGAZINE IN YOUR HANDS.

This is our baby and we couldn’t be more proud. It represents lessons

learned and the direction we will continue to develop in the future as

we strive to produce an adroitly curated publication for Portland’s vibrant music community—and beyond.

There comes a time in every issue’s life where the countless Google

Docs, InDesign files and shared Dropbox folders must be made presentable and pushed out into the world. And as we gently let our baby

make its way into your life, it’s most important to us that it finds a

good, caring home—the kind which we know abounds in our audiophilic city.

As we look forward to 2015 and our second year, we want to raise this

magazine into a wobbly toddler—curious and engaging, relentlessly

getting into everything and exploring the nooks and crannies of Portland’s music scene. We also want to raise this magazine amongst others

who’d like to see it grow into an active and inspiring adolescent.

For now, it’s still young. But we want to see our baby take steps forward

and make its way toward those who want to look after it.

Reality has taught us a few parenting lessons. We’ve realized how to not

raise our baby, and neglectfully plopping it in dim bar corners so battered copies can become someone’s coaster is exactly what we’d like to

avoid. Instead, we’d like to see our little one surrounded by healthy environs—record stores, instrument retailers, venues, music schools—

that’ll nurture it.

WE’VE LEARNED THAT WE NEED TO BUILD A BETTER SYSTEM THAT DIRECTLY

DELIVERS VORTEX MUSIC MAGAZINE TO THOSE THAT SEEK TO RAISE IT ALONGSIDE US—OR JUST SIMPLY READ IT.



In an attempt to avoid too much information, we’ll just say that we spent

a lot of time conceiving this magazine so we’d like to see others spend

time enjoying it as we grow. And while a vast army of eyes pouring over

these pages sounds mighty fine, that’s not the entirety of our mission.

OUR GOAL IS TO BUILD A BETTER COMMUNITY.

As the tide rises, we’d like to ensure that we all rise together. That’s

why, utilizing the Portland-made pay-what-you-want platform Generous (learn more on page 46), a percentage of our proceeds from subscriptions will go toward supporting local music nonprofits.

You can choose free digital or physical delivery, or you can chip in a

few bucks to pay for your postage or more for a yearly subscription. Pay

as much or as little as you want. What matters to us is that you’re able

to participate in Portland’s music community.

to sign up for your subscription, visit vrtxmag.com/subscribe

Five percent of your pay-what-you-want subscription will go to support My Voice Music’s education efforts and your local music community. (Find out more about MVM on page 46.)

IN THE END, WE’RE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER.



Chris Young, Editor-In-Chief



vrtxmag.com
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playlist



T H E TOP 25



OVERLOOKED

SONGS OF 2014



although 2014 is about to expire, it’s not too late to turn up the volume on these pdx-produced tracks that you may have missed.

from grace mitchell to vinnie dewayne, visit vrtxmag.com/overlooked to listen to these songs...



just lions

“great. okay.”



thanks

“terrible two”



pigwar

“give it up”



mackintosh braun

“never give in”



grace mitchell

“runaway”



coco colombia ft. fabian rush



vinnie dewayne ft. myke bogan



“easy”



hosannas

“good medicine”



the quick &amp; easy boys

“black eyes”



dogheart

“dead love”



autonomics

“babe’s on the guest list”



fringe class

“stay touch”



sean flinn &amp; the royal we

“the lost weekend”



sapient

“gone defcon”



morning ritual

“so cold”



oh darling

“runaway”



big haunt

“bitter water”



bearcubbin’!

“master cylinder”



hook &amp; anchor

“concerning spectral pinching”



witch mountain

“psycho animundi”



BO



NU



S!



gold casio

“colors on the wall”



BONUS: WE COULDN’T OMIT OUR



ELECTRONIC



WEB GURU AND RICKENBACKER



ROCK



GIGANTIC!



otis heat

“ing”



tre redeau

“rounds”



sioux

“ad astra”



love gigantic

“wild hearts”



genre key



OWN ARTHUR PARKER—VORTEX’S

BASS EXTRAORDINAIRE IN LOVE



txe ft. vursatyl

“this town”



“can’t always be”



POP

R&amp;B



PICKS COMPILED (FROM OH SO



BLUEGRASSY



MANY GOOD CHOICES)



SOULFUL ROCK



BY CHRIS YOUNG



HIP-HOP



AND ERIC SKELTON



METAL



BUSINESS NEWS



EMPIRE EXPANSION: TENDER LOVING EMPIRE OPENS DOORS IN SE PORTLAND

The much-loved record label, screen

printing studio and retail boutique has

had the tender loving part down since

day one. But now founders Jared and

Brianne Mees are finally making good

on the empire portion of their vision.

Born of a desire to do what they love,

TLE has organically grown as the couple has followed their passions, but for

the last several years, Jared Mees says

they’ve “been tightening the screws on

the business side of TLE” in an effort to

realize new growth.

This started with moving their

cramped upstairs office to a dedicated space in NW Portland, which

allowed them to focus on future projects, like a fresh logo and a new line

of signature items spearheaded by
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Brianne and designed by creative director Andrew Sloan—including kids

shirts and baby onesies, greeting and

postcards, and a line of prints featuring “some of our favorite lyrics from

the 50-plus releases we’ve put out

over the years,” whether inspiring,

humorous or poignant, Mees says.

It’ll all culminate with the opening

of a second retail location. Mees’ “epic”

idea for the Hawthorne digs hinges

on creating interactivity—from an automaton-style sculpture on the ceiling

to a stage area where TLE will host

stripped-down acoustic shows and

which also doubles as lounge with digital and vinyl listening stations offering

samples of the entire TLE catalogue. At

1,200 square feet (almost double the



size of the downtown store), there’s

room enough for “structures inside the

structure,” Mees explains, and potential for art and trunk shows.

As for the TLE experience online,

Mees says a new website featuring

a pay-what-you-want platform that

encourages charitable giving (called

Generous—learn more on page 46)

is imminent, with 5 percent of future

proceeds going to nonprofit organizations. Expecting to open the doors

by Black Friday, an official party is

planned for early December. As always, the goal is to “keep doing jobs

that we love and give support to artists

that we love,” Mees says. “It’s as much

about them as it is about us.” 3541 SE

Hawthorne Blvd., Portland, OR 97214

vrtxmag.com
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visual art



HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS



LAURA GIBSON



MYKE BOGAN



WHERE’S

HOME?



“Home is Portland. My

whole family is in

Portland.”



“Portland is my current hometown but L.A. is where I was

born and raised and also where

I will be for the holidays.”



“Portland, Oregon—born and

raised. Still trying to find a place

that’s not so gray in the winter.”



FAVORITE

HOLIDAY

SONG?



“I’ll Be Home for Christmas”: “It’s lovely and

heartbreaking. It was written

to honor soldiers overseas

during World War II.”



“The entire

Mariah Carey

Christmas

album is pretty

amazing.”



“Zoomah, The Santa Claus

From Mars”: “A hilarious novelty song” recorded in 1956 by

child star Barry Gordon with the

Art Mooney Orchestra.



SINGER-SONGWRITER



“Pie. All the pies.”

BEST

HOLIDAY

FOOD?



BEST

PLACE TO

CELEBRATE

NYE?



GOING

HOME FOR

THE

HOLIDAYS:



GOOD

OR

BAD?



WORST

CHRISTMAS

PRESENT?



RAPPER



VALERIE DAY



VOCALS IN NU SHOOZ



“Mom’s mac and cheese:

I feel bad for those

that won’t ever

get to experience

the little bit of

heaven in that dish!”



“Dark

chocolate.

In any

form.”



“I generally like to

end the year cozy

and quiet. Though

if I were itching to

go out, I would go

to the Weinland

Supergroup show.”



“Anywhere with an

abundance of Pabst

Blue Ribbon, preferably tall cans and

chilled to perfection.”



“In bed under the covers

with my husband. We used to

play every New Year’s with our

band. Now we just make music

with the two of us.”



“Good. I’m usually pretty excited to hang with my family.

My family is easy. I imagine

even in more difficult families, there’s something to

learn and appreciate within

the discomfort—clarity in observing the system at work.”



“Around the holidays, no matter

how stressed people get, everyone starts to realize it’s all about

family at the end of the day. But,

if you have that drunk uncle

who keeps making sexual innuendos at your girlfriend or

something then I guess things

could go south pretty fast.”



“I better say that I love being

home for the holidays! Actually, we have much mellower

Christmases since my family

stopped the whole gift-giving madness. Less stuff, more

time together, fewer post-holiday

bills (and blues!).”



“I can’t think of any

particularly bad

presents. Maybe I

blocked them out.”



THE PORTLAND PLAYLIST



FARNELL NEWTON

Musical Genre: Soul, jazz,

funk, Latin and more
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in the spirit of the holidays, we asked four of our favorite portland music makers

a few questions about their holiday traditions.



“Michael

Jordan

cologne”



“My husband

gave me

tires—to

show he

cared!”



COLE BROWNING

BASS IN WAMPIRE



“Portland,

Oregon!”



“Danny Says” by

The Ramones:

“It ain’t Christmas

if there ain’t no

snow!”

“Thanksgiving, duh! Wampire

used to throw Danksgiving

parties with bands and potluck food that usually ended

with a living room karaoke

session.”

“The apartment complex

hot tub that we all break into

around 4am after partying to

just ride out the rest of the

night drinking and soaking

and hoping the cops don’t get

called.”

“Good! ‘Cause

there’s always

food involved

and we all

love food

food.

Seriously.”



THE POP ART POSTER MAKER

C



hris bigalke is a man with his hands in many pies.

known to promote, manage and tour with bands—

speciﬁcally us lights at present—he’s most

recognized as a concert booker and poster designer.

under the moniker showdeer, bigalke has developed

a distinctive style that layers vintage imagery to

create texture and depth in scenes that cast a pale

glow due to his habitual use of a faded color palette.

Frequently featuring illustrated animals and

antique personages, oceanic or forested environs, and it wouldn’t be rock and roll without

a skeleton every once in a while, Bigalke’s cohesive collages feel earthy but abstract, legible

yet a potpourri of mashed together elements.

Whether designing for the Red Bull Sound Selects series or countless bands and venues near

and far, there’s always an organic flow to his

work born of his background in drawing and

painting with oils and acrylics.

First, he was Borrowdeer when “I used to run

a small MP3 and vinyl record label” of the same

name, Bigalke explains. When he started booking shows at the now-defunct Ella Street Social

Club, the name evolved. Next came the poster

making, which, stylistically, can be loosely defined as “neo-surrealistic pop art.”

Where are you from?

I grew up drawing all my life and as a skate and

surf rat in Southern California.

What’s your experience and education?

I attended Brooks Institute of Photography for



visual journalism in Santa Barbara in the early 2000s and also started booking bands and

painting, and then moved to Portland in 2006.

How do you balance your time between all

the different areas of your life?

Freelance graphic design has taken over my

life and is what I do full-time now. I also find

time to have multiple jobs in town—like most

PDX creative folk—doing stuff we love like

freelance booking, promoting, managing Us

Lights, painting, creating posters. The balancing act can be tough but it feels the most

fulfilling and rewarding to be constantly busy

with creative projects.

How did you start making concert posters

and working with bands and venues?

It all started in 2008 when my friend Richard

Morgan asked me if I wanted to book bands

at his new venue, Ella Street Social Club. I

booked there for the four years we were open.

We didn’t have a budget for poster design and

most bands didn’t make their own so I just

started making show posters for fun.

I made about 200 of them and got

good enough that other bands asked

me to make them for other venues

they were playing at. From there it

grew and I met other venue owners and promoters all over town.

Where do you create your work?

I work from home and I love it.



What artistic techniques do you use?

My background in art comes from drawing and

painting with oils and acrylics, and I feel that

free and creative style translates to the poster

designs, which are 75 percent of the time entirely created in Photoshop and Illustrator. I

do some drawing that ends up in the designs,

but a lot of the imagery is from old illustration books or royalty-free images off the net.

Where do you draw inspiration from?

I just try to trust my imagination the most.

There are certain painters I like, but music is

what really inspires me—the bands I’m creating

posters for and lots of ambient or noise stuff.

How do you spread the word about your work?

By making as much art as I can. I feel each piece

acts as its own business card so each one has to

be good. It works surprisingly well like that.

How do you avoid creative ruts?

Walk away from what you’re working on. Go get

beer with friends.

What’s your favorite part of your day?

The golden hour.

Name five things you love, need

and can’t live without.

Green tea. Music. Friends. Computer.

Nature.

BY chris young

SEE A GALLERY OF SHOWDEER’S POSTERS

AT VRTXMAG.COM/MEDIA/PHOTO



“I’m Jewish so I don’t know

much about Christmas

presents but once my buddy

farted in a jar and gave it

to me. It smelled hot. It was

awful.”



FARNELL NEWTON SHARES THE SONGS THAT INSPIRE HIS MUSIC—PLUS A COUPLE OF TRACKS THAT HE JUST CAN’T LIVE WITHOUT.

LISTEN TO HIS PLAYLIST AND DOWNLOAD A SONG OF HIS FOR YOURSELF AT VRTXMAG.COM/PLAYLIST



street cred:

Currently touring worldwide with the legendary

rhinestone rock star Bootsy

Collins, three-time Grammy winner singer-songwriter and actress Jill Scott,

singer/keyboardist Jarrod

Lawson, Tony Ozier and the

Doo Doo Funk All-Stars,

saxophonist Mike Phillips

and many more
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early musical memory:

Ella Fitzgerald: “How High

The Moon”

“When I was 13 years old, my

aunt in Long Beach dragged

me to a jazz show, which I

kicked and screamed about

how I didn’t want to go. When

I got to the concert, it turned

out to be Ella Fitzgerald at the

Hollywood Bowl and I had the

time of my life.”



recent discovery:

Moonchild: “All The Joy”

can’t live without:

Kendrick Lamar: “Bitch,

Don’t Kill My Vibe”

local loves:

Excellent Gentlemen,

Liv Warfield, Tope and

Caña Son



download

farnell

newton’s “5 of

5” from his 10

minute trumpet

jams project

and add it to

your personal

playlist at

vrtxmag.com/

playlist



vrtxmag.com
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