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Introduction

October 2014

Dear Scholars &amp; Fellows,

Hello and welcome to the NeXXt Scholars Program!

We started out in 2012 as a pilot and are very fortunate to be able to continue with our 5-year support

of the Fellow-Scholar mentoring relationship. None of this, however, could be done without the efforts

of our fantastic mentoring Fellows and our outstanding Scholars – you’re the ones who make this

Program worthwhile and we salute you!

This handbook will outline practical items such as Program guidelines, roles and responsibilities,

Program activities, trainings and more. We hope that this helps with any questions you may have about

our history, goals, expectations and other orientation items. The handbook will serve as a reference tool

that you can continue to use as you navigate your undergraduate studies and beyond.

In an effort to keep our programming both cutting-edge and as accessible as possible for our

participants, we have a few exciting program enhancements that we will be launching this fall! Stay

tuned for further information on two growing partnerships that will allow us to create stronger matches

between fellows and scholars, and will allow us to streamline our content delivery and program

communication for everyone. More information on both of these exciting developments will be

available to all program participants soon.

Thank you again for your dedication to the NeXXt Scholars Program. We look forward to working with all

of you!

Best,

Amber Schaub

Director, Education &amp; Public Programs

New York Academy of Sciences

Carla Y. Emanuele

Program Assistant, Education &amp; Public Programs

New York Academy of Sciences
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What is the NeXXt Scholars Program?

The New York Academy of Sciences (the Academy), in partnership with the U.S. Department of State and

a consortium of U.S. women's colleges, launched the NeXXt Scholars Program in the Fall of 2012. The

Program is part of an International Women’s Undergraduate STEM Education Initiative launched by

former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton in December 2011. The NeXXt Scholars Program aims to

engage, connect and advance young women from countries with predominantly Muslim populations and

American young women to pursue undergraduate degrees in Science, Technology, Engineering and

Mathematics (STEM) fields. In order to accomplish this goal, the Academy provides partnership,

mentorship, and networking support for these Scholars by way of a professional female STEM Fellow, 5year membership to the New York Academy of Sciences, matching of International NeXXt Scholars with

college-selected American NeXXt Scholars at the same school, as well as a slew of educational programs,

mentoring activities, and professional development training sessions.

By partnering with a consortium of U.S. women's colleges, the NeXXt Scholars Program is preparing the

future generation of female global leaders who will be discovering the next great idea and solving the next

big challenge. The exes in NeXXt symbolize the X chromosomes of women.

The first cohort of NeXXt Scholars and their Fellows were inaugurated during the 2012-2013 academic

year. There were 24 Scholars and 24 Fellows; additional information on this class can be found at

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2012/10/199153.htm. In just one year, the size of the second cohort

has more than doubled!
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The 47 participating countries/regions outside of the U.S. are listed below.



Table 1: Focus Regions

Afghanistan



Iraq



Palestinian Territories



Albania



Jordan



(West Bank and Gaza)



Algeria



Kosovo



Qatar



Azerbaijan



Kuwait



Saudi Arabia



Bahrain



Kyrgyzstan



Senegal



Bangladesh



Lebanon



Sierra Leone



Brunei



Libya



Somalia



Burkina Faso



Malaysia



Sudan



Chad



Maldives



Syria



Comoros



Mali



Tajikistan



Djibouti



Mauritania



Tunisia



Egypt



Morocco



Turkey



Gambia



Niger



Turkmenistan



Guinea



Nigeria



United Arab Emirates



Indonesia



Oman



Uzbekistan



Iran



Pakistan



Yemen
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The 38 participating colleges are listed below.



Table 2: Websites of Participating U.S. Women’s Colleges and Universities

Name of School

Agnes Scott College

Barnard College

Bay Path University

Bennett College for Women

Brenau University

Bryn Mawr College

Carlow University

Cedar Crest College

Chatham University

College of Saint Benedict

College of Saint Elizabeth

College of Saint Mary

Columbia College

Converse College

Cottey College

Douglass Residential College at Rutgers University

Hollins University

Mary Baldwin College

Meredith College

Mills College

Mount Holyoke College

Notre Dame of Maryland University

Saint Joseph College

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College

Saint Mary's College

Salem College

Scripps College

Simmons College

Smith College

Spelman College

St. Catherine University

Stephens College

Sweet Briar College

Ursuline College

Wellesley College

Wesleyan College

Wilson College

The Women's College of the University of Denver
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www.agnesscott.edu

www.barnard.edu

www.baypath.edu

www.bennett.edu

www2009.brenau.edu/home.cfm

www.brynmawr.edu/

www.carlow.edu

www.cedarcrest.edu

www.chatham.edu/

www.csbsju.edu/

www.cse.edu

www.csm.edu

www.columbiasc.edu

www.converse.edu/

www.cottey.edu/

www.douglass.rutgers.edu/index.shtml

www.hollins.edu/

www.mbc.edu

www.meredith.edu

www.mills.edu

www.mtholyoke.edu/index.html

www.ndm.edu

www.sjc.edu

www.smwc.edu

www3.saintmarys.edu/

www.salem.edu

www.scrippscollege.edu/

www.simmons.edu

www.smith.edu/

www.spelman.edu

www.stkate.edu/

www.stephens.edu

www.sbc.edu

www.ursuline.edu

web.wellesley.edu/web

www.wesleyancollege.edu

www.wilson.edu

www.womenscollege.du.edu
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Program Model



























The Academy was approached to find opportunities for incoming female first-year

undergraduate students to help them acclimate and succeed in their pursuit of a STEM-related

degree at women’s colleges

Graduate students, post-doctoral fellows, medical doctors, engineers and other STEM

professionals volunteer to mentor the Scholars on a one-to-one basis in person, virtually, or

both. At the very least, monthly contact is expected (although each pair determines their own

communication schedule and needs)

Fellows receive training in mentorship and access

to professional development, field-specific

Mission

conferences and other activities and events

through their membership with Science Alliance.

• To retain women in STEM fields

Scholars receive training and experience for soft

• To assist in the development of

skills development (e.g. networking,

communication, interview and resume/CV skills,

the next generation of women

etc.) via webinar

leaders in STEM

Fellows and Scholars may be in contact with one

another at any time – the one-to-one relationship

between Fellows and Scholars is the primary method – but there will be opportunities for the

larger group to exchange ideas via events and an online platform.

Scholars and Fellows have semester check-ins with Program administration to make sure that

they are progressing

An online platform was created to enable direct communication between all participants,

increasing and sharing of knowledge, opportunities, challenges, best practices, etc. and to

building a supportive community without having to be in the same location



Goals of the Model

The Program’s mission is to assist in the development of the next generation of women leaders in STEM.

To that end, the Program’s goals are:

1) To help Scholars remain interested in STEM;

2) To help Scholars pursue undergraduate degrees in a STEM-related discipline;

3) To familiarize and assist Scholars to develop soft skills that they may receive during their

academic pursuits, including (but not limited to) the following areas: networking, interviewing,

CV/resume development, international collaboration;

4) To assist the Scholars to develop their cultural intelligence;

5) To broaden participants’ network of professional, academic and social contacts.
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FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions)

What fields of study are included in the approved STEM majors?

The NeXXt Scholars Program indicates approved STEM-related majors in accordance with the U.S.

Department of Homeland Security STEM-Designated Degree Program guide, which is updated yearly. The

list can be viewed at www.ice.gov/sevis/stemlist.htm. Certain countries specify which majors an

International NeXXt Scholar should pursue so students are encouraged to confirm desired study areas

with appropriate officials. Please contact the country's EducationUSA adviser with questions.

Although students without a

committed intent to major in a

STEM-related field should seek other

opportunities, it is understandable

that some students may find another

passion while exploring a liberal arts

curriculum. After encouraging the

scholar to still major in STEM and

minor in another field of interest, the

student will remain eligible for the

Program provided she takes a core

set of STEM subjects at the level

equivalent to at least a minor.

What financial aid package does the NeXXt Scholars Initiative provide?

Although the NeXXt Scholars Program does not provide any scholarship or directly include a financial aid

component, most of the women's colleges offer some need-based and/or merit-based financial assistance

to qualified students. Other schools are able to assist with tuition and living expenses. For details, refer to

the women's college admissions guide at www.state.gov/e/stas/nexxt. To secure tuition assistance,

candidates must apply to the women's colleges by the appropriate financial aid deadlines (which may be

different from the application deadlines) and submit the necessary documents. Colleges will inform

applicants directly of the financial aid package, if any, at the time of the acceptance decision.

Further, some countries provide scholarship funds for students interested in studying abroad. Details are

specific to the nature of the opportunity. For more information, go to EducationUSA’s website at

http://www.educationusa.info/centers.php.

Further information on U.S. women’s colleges and a list of all such institutions is available at

http://www.womenscolleges.org/. A map indicating the locations of participating women’s colleges can

be found at http://batchgeo.com/map/Nexxtscholarswomenscolleges.
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For details about the individual colleges, majors, and distinguishing features that are not discussed in the

women’s college application guide (which can be found at www.state.gov/e/stas/nexxt), reach out to the

point-of-contact for each school listed in the summary table.
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