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John N. Gardner, Biographical Sketch

Introductuction of Dr. John Gardner – Fall Convocation 2011

Dr. Steve Atkins, Vice President



 Welcome back!

 I’m very honored to introduce our convocation speaker Dr. John Gardner. His work and

contributions toward helping students’ persist and succeed in college has had a lasting

impact for the good of our world, good of individuals in this country and other nations as

well.



 Dr. Gardner is best known as the initiator of an international reform movement in

higher education to call attention to and improve what he originally coined "The

Freshman Year Experience" and then renamed “The First-Year Experience”.

 He has taught us that focusing on college students’ first-year is a crucial element in

building a foundation for student success. How our college structures the campus

environment for new students plays a critical role in determining how students

spend their time, how they engage in learning, and whether they return for the

second year or even the next semester. Focusing on the first year not only

improves students’ experience as they begin their academic careers but will also

improve the overall academic environment.

 John is the Senior Fellow of the National Resource Center for The First-Year

Experience and Students in Transition. The National Resource Center, founded by

Gardner in 1986 at the Univ. of SC, organizes the popular and influential national

and international conferences on The First-Year Experience.

 After serving Univ. of S.C. in a variety of roles from college professor, Executive

Director of the National Resource Center and as the University’s Associate Vice

Provost. Gardner “retired” in 1999 from the university, but continues to serve them

in a very focused way in his role of Senior Fellow. He remains very involved, as

always, in the Center’s scholarship and research and publishing activities.

 Gardner is the recipient of numerous awards including USC’s highest award for

teaching excellence, and the Division of Student Affairs Faculty Award "for

outstanding contributions......".

 In 1999, he was the recipient of a University award created and named in his honor,

"The John N. Gardner Inspirational Faculty Award"
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 Gardner is also the recipient of ten honorary doctoral degrees recognizing him for

his contributions to American higher education.

 He serves on the Board of Directors/Trustees for AAHE, the International

Partnership for Service Learning, and on advisory boards for The American Council

on Education, The Association of American Colleges and Universities, and the

Lumina Foundation for Education.

 Gardner’s work has been favorably reviewed in The Chronicle of Higher Education,

The New York Times, The Times of London, U.S. News and World Report, Money

magazine, and numerous other publications.

 Since retiring from the University of South Carolina, John has continued to

contribute to his earlier work in a unique and novel way and now serves as

President of the John N. Gardner Institute for Excellence in Undergraduate

Education and Executive Director of the Policy Center on the First Year of College.

The Center, based in Brevard, N.C., was founded by John and his wife, Dr. Betsy

O. Barefoot, in October 1999. (visited and both engaging, fun and delightful people)

 The centerpiece of the Policy Center is the Foundations of Excellence, a model

for helping institutions to assess and develop a comprehensive plan for first-year

students.

 I am very proud that ESC has been selected by Dr. Gardner’s Policy Center, from a

national pool, to participate in the Foundations of Excellence project. As a

participant in this project, we will undergo, a self-study and examine everything that

we do for our first year students.

 To guide our efforts the Policy Center will provide us with a variety of services and

products but most importantly – each participating college is assigned an advisor

from the Policy Center for consulting, support and constant feedback. Any person

on John’s staff would certainly suffice; however, AND THIS IS THE BEST PART John has volunteered to serve as our college’s advisor and mentor throughout the

process. So, think about it we have the world’s most recognized and respected

authority on first year students working with our faculty and staff to improve the

learning environment and experiences for our students.

 Dr. Gardner, thank you for taking a special interest in our college, it could not come

at a better as we continue to expand our mission to offer baccalaureate degrees,
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we are excited about the year to come and for the time that you have devoted from

your schedule for our FALL convocation.

 I’m very proud to present, Dr. John Gardner.
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