Simba
Kufunda
e.V.

Newsletter No. 1
Christmas 2014

Simba Kufunda e.V.

Welcome
Dear members, friends, donors and interested people,
“One never notices what has been done; one can only
see what remains to be done.” (Marie Curie) … it's time to
look back on what has been done.
What would have been my idea without all the people who have
realized it together? An idea, a seed, small and insignificant
impressed and enchanted people around me.
During shortest time a fertile ground has been prepared to plant
the seed. Carefully we have nurtured the seed until it could
sprout and become the small tree it is today - a registered
association.
Africa, particularly Zimbabwe, has enchanted me and set a fire in
me. Gandhi once said “You must be the change you wish to see in
the world.” Since I have been enchanted by Zimbabwe, I carry the
words of Gandhi and the fire of Zimbabwe in me which I want to
share with all the people who want to make a change.
I also want to share it with you and enchant you on the following
pages with the activities of Simba Kufunda e.V. Kufunda Village
and Nyeredzi...

Lorena and Nora with their Moringatree

Simba Kufunda e.V.
The way to the
Association
"Within my twelfth class year work, I want to found an association for
financial and ideological support of Kufunda." That was the beginning
of my first public letter about my idea to found an association. But it
takes time, energy and patience until a thought, an idea, becomes a
fact.
My dream was to found the association as soon as possible. Since
September-2013 I dealt with the German association law - which did
not make me feel optimistic - and began using example statutes and the
association law constraints to write the articles.
When the first draft articles of association were written, it was next to
find a date for the founding. I wanted a symbolic date and so I decided
to set the founding on March 21st, 2014 the International Day against
Racism.
On March 21st, 1960 around 20,000 people in Sharpeville near
Johannesburg, demonstrated peacefully against the discriminatory
pass laws of the former Apartheid Regime in South Africa. 69
demonstrators were killed by police, at least 180 were injured.
Six years later, the General Assembly of the United Nations
exclaimed March 21st for the International Day for the Elimination
of Racial Discrimination. In the resolution it stated, that racial
discrimination and apartheid is a denial of human rights and
fundamental freedom and justice as well as an offense against
human dignity.

For me personally, March 21st is more than a day to commemorate the
victims. It is a call to take action; to show respect, tolerance and
appreciation openly and to admit and change.
Getting involved and to realize that reparations by the Western world
to Africa are necessary. Not by external influences as it has always
been, but by respect and appreciation to what they have created
themselves and what dominates their life up to today: love, kindness
and happiness, what they carry deep inside even in difficult times.

Simba Kufunda e.V.
Assotiation founding
At last, the time had come: it was March 21st,
2014. At 7:30 pm, about 30 people met at the
clubhouse of the German Red Cross in Görwihl. It
was a great success that this many people have
come that evening and we could found the
association together.
As opening, we have jointly sung and played the
National Anthem of Zimbabwe. Then Ariadne
Birth has presented her idea and the projects of
Kufunda Village and Nyeredzi Waldorfschool. As
highlight of her stories, Ariadne Birth showed a film about Kufunda
and Nyeredzi, with own impressions.
Next, the formal things of an association founding were dealt with
successfully: the number of voting participants was noted. There were
23 people with voting rights. Then the agenda was approved. The next
step was finding a name. Ariadne Birth presented various suggestions
for an association name and took on further suggestions:
a) Simba Kufunda = Kraft zum Lernen, b) Tinovimbana = Vertrauen
ineinander, c) Ivainesu = beisammen sein, d) Kufundamental, e)
Zukunft für Kufunda
On the short list came after intensive discussion of the attendees with
voting rights:
Simba Kufunda, Tinovimbana – Zukunft für Kufunda and Simba
Kufunda – Kraft zum Lernen.
The following vote was: 17 votes for Simba Kufunda, 3 votes for
Tinovimbana- Zukunft für Kufunda and 3 votes for Kufunda - Zukunft
für Zimbabwe
The name of the association therefore is "Simba Kufunda (eV)".
Next on the agenda was the deliberating and deciding of the articles of
association. As there were some small discrepancies that could not be
cleared promptly, it was suggested to discuss the articles in a special
meeting of the Management Board and prepare them for decision at
the next General Meeting. This proposal was accepted by everyone.

The elections of the Management Board
which were led by Sajda Cosic, were at
next.
Ariadne Birth presented the following list
of candidates for the Management Board
positions:
1. Chairman: Ariadne Birth
2. Chairman: Hans-Peter Siegel
3. Secretary:
Heike Maier
4. Treasurer: Johanna Birth
5. Other management board members:
Thomas Klotz
Anja Schweizer
Golda Schmiederer

Heike Maier Hans-Peter Siegel Johanna Birth
Golda Schmiederer Ariadne Birth Thomas Klotz Anja Schweizer

All were elected and accepted the election gladly. They will be our
Management Board members for the next 2 years.
The next elections were the auditors. There have been proposed Willy
Maier and Michael Frey, which were both elected and accepted the
election gladly.
Slowly the end of the meeting approached. Now, Ariadne Birth told us
what will be next to accomplish: the first management board meeting, a
benefit concert for the association and the children's holiday program
in Görwihl.
Trees were planted to conclude the meeting with a common activity.
Everyone got a clay pot with soil and a seed for a Moringatree. As a
symbol for the association, Moringatrees have been planted by all
participants. Our trees are expected to grow as the association.

Following the protocol of Heike Maier

Simba Kufunda e.V.
Registration
Euphorically we began our work as management board. We revised the
articles of association and prepared it with the municipal court and the tax
authorities for registration. During our work we found out that the
association is only established when the Articles of Association are
approved of the general assembly ... So we met again on April 30th, 2014
to found the association "officially".

In this meeting we had a visitor from Zimbabwe: Annah Bendicto told us
about her work at the Waldorf kindergarten in Kufunda.
The applications for charitable status, as well as the application for
registration in the Register of Associations were on the way and now,
nothing more could stop the association.
On September 4, 2014, the association received the non-profit recognition
by the tax office and therefore the permission to hand out donation
certificates.
After the submission of certified signatures of two authorized signatories
by the Notary Sillenbuch, the association was registered in the register by
the district court of Freiburg, on November 11, 2014.

Simba Kufunda e.V.
Association Events
Here is a small photo gallery of the activities of Simba
Kufunda e.V. here in Germany......
… March 21st, 2014 founding the association…

…Management Bord…
…April 30,2014 „official“ founding of the association ….

… May 17,2014 „Shoppingsunday“, Görwihl

….July 7,2014 Benefit concert, Schlosskeller Tiengen,
Ariadne‘s farewell concert of the music school

… August 4, 2014 „Africa day“
Childrens holiday program in Görwihl…

…October 12, 2014 Autumn market festival of the
Waldorfschool Dachsberg…

Simba Kufunda e.V.
Kufunda Village
Kufunda is a learning and training center, for the creation of
sustainable, healthy and vibrant communities in the rural area of
Zimbabwe and around the world. A journey of exploration and trying,
whatever is possible. Kufunda tries to live the future today. "Kufunda
Village" means " Learning village ". In 2002, Maiaanne Knuth turned
her idea of a training center into action and founded Kufunda for the
rural communities of her country. Kufunda wants to establish
independence and self-esteem in everyone. Kufunda is a place where
people gather in order to learn from and with each other. It’s a place
where people go a part of their life together.
But Kufunda is not a place where everyone can find the perfect solution
for themselves and their community, Kufunda helps us to open our
eyes to what we have and what we can make of it.
Kufunda is also a community of people who live those ideas. Everyone
who comes to Kufunda is warmly welcomed to experience an
adventure.

Nyeredzi Waldorfschool
"Nyeredzi" means "star" and just like a star rises the first
Waldorfschool in Zimbabwe.
Waldorf education is something new for Zimbabwe and its people.
They were afraid of the unknown. However, when the idea of Waldorf
School and education was regarded by the parents of the first 8
students as a great addition, the confidence was there. The school could
grow.
Since January 2014, 26 children attended the Waldorf School Nyeredzi
in 4 different classes. Starting in January 2015, there are even 5
different classes.
With a large donation of school supplies from Germany, we were able
to facilitate the work of the school. A larger amount of money helps
them to realize the long-awaited school uniform, which Miss Knuth
designed for school. Wearing a School uniform in Zimbabwe means
having an own identity.

Simba Kufunda e.V.
Kufunda Village Communiversity

Letter from Irvine Muzuva
A week ago, it was a heartfelt
sad farewell to the young
people who had spent 6
months with us at the village. I
am missing all of the noises
and the aliveness of the village.
Their smiles, and being. I am
gratefully that I got to witness
these young people growing in
their own leadership journey.
This has been the fifth group of
young people passing by our village and becoming part of the change
we are all walking towards in life.
What is it now about these young people and what is Communiversity.
I would like to kindly share with you the journey we have been taking
as Kufunda Village in supporting the young people to who they dream
of becoming, mainly themselves at their best.
The Kufunda Communiversity is a program that brings Together
young people from all over Zimbabwean rural and urban communities
hosts them for an experience at Kufunda Village. Our program
immerses participant in many aspects of sustainable living and
community self-reliance, with an emphasis on ecological practices and
skills, personal development, shared reflection, collaborative
governance, and leadership. The purpose of the program is to create a
space for young people who are willing to bring changes to their lives
and their communities, a space where they can identify their dreams
and explore their passion, and be well equipped to move towards these.
More specifically:
• To help Zimbabwean youth to take
charge of their own destiny and lives,
expanding their sense of self, and of
what is possible.
• To develop a cadre of strong and
active young community leaders
• To equip them with the necessary
skills of sustainability and self-reliance

to become productive members of their communities in the direction of
their choice.
The program is held by Kufunda Village overall - the youth are joining
and becoming a part of the daily life of the village. They will join the
village structures as a way of learning through daily experience how
one this particular learning village is organizing itself. The village also
provides apprenticing opportunities, as the youth will chose a team to
join for deeper practical learning (herbs, farming, solar, etc.). The four
aspects of this leadership goes like this :
1. Personal development who am I? What is my passion? What are my
tools for my personal journey?
2. Community development, Understanding community, and skills for
community engagement and community led development;
3. Sustainable development Permaculture, organic farming, Eco
building, herbs, and
4. Project Management- learning how to turn ideas and skills into
sustainable projects focus on their particular interest.
The Communities that the youth come from are connected in that they
are a part of the selection process. Thus youth are not coming only as
individuals, but as members of a community. We continue looking for
ways to work more intentionally with the local community organizers
in supporting the youth as they return.
We have been progressing our work being supported by financially by
individuals, friends of Kufunda some who have visited the village.
We are still reaching out there for support from those who feel called in
supporting young people in finding purpose and passion in life.
You can always support us in any way, from materials to money.
Thank you

Nyeredzi
Waldorfschool
(January 2014)

Irvine Muzuva

Simba Kufunda e.V.
Nyeredzi Waldorfschule

Letter from Maaianne Knuth
Dear Friends of Simba Kufunda e.V.,
I write to you from Kufunda and Nyeredzi to express our deep felt
gratitude for your continued and wonderful support for our work with
our young children.
We did not in the last years imagine how far we could have come with
this work, and how many gifts it has given us. For our children to now
be nurtured and learning in ways that strengthens and supports their
soul’s journey is really a remarkable gift. And as we see the impact on
them, we are becoming more and more hopeful not only about their
respective journeys, but also about the capacity of human beings to
grow in beauty and in strength. I think that at Kufunda this work has
given parents a belief in the future for themselves and their children.
The visit of Ari and Johanna, give more depth to the kindergarten at
Kufunda, and support for the work of Nyeredzi. For next year we will be
expanding the learning space at Kufunda, with a mixed class 1-3 taking
its home at Kufunda. This means the children won’t have to travel far
to go to school. They can walk. And the presence of a small but potent
waldorf space in our village will surely continue to gift the village. At
Nyeredzi we have a new teacher who is in the middle of his Waldorf
training and has been working in a waldorf school in Cape Town for 7
years. We are beginning to reach more parents, and are beginning to
see the possibility of the school growing as a school that is genuinely
diverse, with children from many backgrounds.
We continue to need support as we are in many ways in our infancy,
and yet it feels as though we are making the move from a little baby to a
small and curious toddler. So grateful for the support of friends from
afar, without whom this would not be possible.
With much gratitude, from all of us,
Maaianne Knuth

Simba Kufunda e.V.
Annahs “look-and-learn-visite“
at Kindergarten Klappermühle
From April 7 to May 6, Annah Bendicto was
with us and worked in the kindergarten. She
had the opportunity to learn many craft
techniques and how they are practiced with
children.
For her it was a deep impression how a real
Waldorf Kindergarten in Germany looks like.
It produced a great longing in her that she
later at home already partly inserted. When I
was there, she asked me to help her turning
her kindergarten also into a "real Waldorf
kindergarten". About this work please refer
to the following report “more Waldorf”.
When we gave her books about Waldorf
education in English, she was taken away the whole afternoon. The reading
opened her a whole new world.
Despite her dual language barrier (her English is not very good and she does
not speak German) she had a good rapport with the children.
A year before, Tsitsi was with us already and there are
more to come next year... Anna Marunda and
Hlekisani got an invitation to the international
kindergarten teachers conference in Dornach. During
this time, I will support and accompany them. One
may come to the kindergarten
before, the other afterwards.
So we will have Zimbabwean
visitors from mid-February
to mid-May in kindergarten.
We all look forward!

Johanna Birth

Hlekisani

Anna Marunda

Simba Kufunda e.V.
«More Waldorf...»
On my work in the Kufunda Waldorf kindergarten in Zimbabwe
When I arrived in Kufunda, a wonderful course on the foundations of
Waldorf education was already taking place for 23 women working in
Zimbabwe's Waldorf kindergartens. IASWECE had found just the right
person in Susan Rubinoff to send to this very special country! She led
the women through serious content in a light way and was always
interested, cheerful, generous, and open for everything that came from
the group.
On the fourth morning, Annah
Benedicto, the kindergarten teacher
from Kufunda, stook up and said the
following words: " We are all grateful
from our hearts for this course! You
have shown us that we are doing our
work well. And now we have learned
from you, what it means for the
children, how it affects them, and how we can do it better. Thank you!"
After the course, we were invited by a group of kindergarten teachers
from Rusape to visit their kindergarten and advise them and - most
importantly - to be their guests. We traveled by bus to a dreamlike
landscape in the vicinity of Rusape. In one of the tiny villages stands a
small, brightly painted house - the first
kindergarten, completely filled with all
kinds of playthings. We were somewhat
shocked at first by the mouldy odor.
Then: "Can you help us make a real
nice Waldorf preschool here?" "Yes, we
can!"

Later it turned out that they had not had enough money to seal the
floor, and the walls were covered with plastic; this is what led to the
odor. After an hour of shared work, furnishing and equipping the room,
and $40 USD for cement, they were much closer to their goal!

The next day we walked to three other kindergartens in the area.
Despite all that they had in common, each also had its own special
history and challenges. Lonely but "centrally" located, each
kindergarten covers a 5 km radius for walking on foot. The entire area
has only Waldorf kindergartens!
Back in Kufunda, work was about to begin in the kindergarten. We
were surprised by a sudden "storm" of young men who arrived to help.

"When there is a large task in the community, the community sticks
together!" After an hour the room had been cleaned out and the walls
repaired, so that the teachers could focus on the fine technique of
lasure painting. The kindergarten teachers Annah and Maryiapera
revealed themselves to be master painters!
Susan Rubinoff had to leave, but the work continued for one more day.
With strength and perseverance, the two women spent their entire
holiday working in their kindergarten. They built "play stands" for a
doll house from branches and boards, bought materials in the city,
sewed curtains and doll clothes, repaired toys, and felted blankets.

And finally the dollmaking course took place. Unfortunately, the
kindergarten teachers from further away could not participate. The
women worked at their dolls with great skill, and each made two dolls.
Eager to understand more, they took in the laws of human - and
especially childlike- proportions. And wonderful, perfect, real Waldorf
dolls emerged, dressed in lovely clothes.
Here I would like to especially mention Annah Benedicto, the lead
kindergarten teacher. In my view she has wonderful leadership
qualities and unlimited, excellent handwork capacities. Her contact to
the children is full of warmth and devotion! She has once visited South
Africa for a "Look and Learn Visit" and last May she came to me to the
kindergarten in Germany to learn. Training her well would be one of
the most important tasks, since she is leading the central kindergarten
and from there she plays an important role as a wonderful example for
the others.

The Zimbabweans are a proud but generous and peaceful people! They
take their problems into their own hands, but they never push
themselves forward. "You are our friends, not our employers!"
Nonetheless they are aware that they need help and are happy to
receive it. In order to really help them, we must be ready to take a step
back to accept and respect them as they are. They are full of light and
warmth; there is no season of darkness there! What does this mean for

Waldorf education and its festivals? We must become questioners
before we can hopefully become appropriate teachers.
I am very thankful for everything I experienced and was allowed to
learn in Zimbabwe.
Johanna Birth
(This Article was written for the IASWECE Newsletter)

Thank you letters and books from the Nyeredzichildren

Simba Kufunda e.V.
Small Financial Statements
Revenue:
Carry-over from the days before:
Members 23
Friends 3
Donations:
Market revenue:
Total revenue:

€ 370.00
€ 710.00
€ 80.00
€ 5,030.00
€ 2,330.00
€ 8,520.00

Expenditures:
Given assumptions:
Kufunda: Youth Program
Kufunda kindergarten
Nyeredzi: inter alia, for uniforms:
Women's Group:
Materials from Germany:
Total expenditure:

€ 1,500.00
€ 770.00
€ 230.00
€ 1,000.00
€ 400.00
€ 460.00
€ 4,360.00

These figures, together with the reports of what happened with a large part
of the donations, make us really happy and grateful! In the New Year we
will discuss in which projects we spend the "surplus" money and future
donatins.
The "flute action" in the magazin "Erziehungskunst" evolved into great
success! Already 10 flutes we received, and there are more commitments.
In January, the first delivery will just land in time for the new school year
in Kufunda.
Unfortunately, we are not ready yet to give you our final account number.
So here again the provisional:
Volksbank Rhein-Wehra, Johanna Birth
IBAN: DE22 6849 0000 0034 5621 05
BIC: GENODE6 1BSK
We always welcome questions, ideas, suggestions, donations!
Contact us on
ariadne.birth@t-online.de Mühleberg 8, D-79733 Görwihl, Germany

Simba Kufunda e.V.

Thank you!

"The path that I have chosen to my destination, is neither
the fastest nor the most comfortable, but for me the best
because he is my own" (Janusz Korczak)
With these words I want to thank everyone who is on his
own journey and met me to go a distance together. Thank
you from the bottom of my heart for the great believe in
my idea, which could only be realized with your help, thank
you!
So I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year!
With kind Regards

