ODOP-LC Newsletter
21st January, 2015

Volume 1 | Issue 4

ODOP-LC CONTEST#1 WINNERS

Sizzling Recipe by Edward Fajardo (Ayo Foto).

Leap For The Holy Ganges by Chandan Kr.Mukherjee.
***Your Prizes Shall Reach You Soon. Check Your Email For Details.
1|Page

© ODOP-LC 2015

Contents:
Introduction

: Sutirtha Das

:

Page 3

Photo-Tips

: Sarasij Dasgupta

:

Page 4 – 5

Forthcoming Photo Lover’s Day-Out

: ODOP-LC

:

Page 6

Blast From The Past

: Arin Paul

:

Page 6

: Zero Point & Sunderban Mangrove :

Page 7

Advert
Motorsports Photography

: Chinmoy Banerjee

:

Page 8 – 15

ODOP-LC Monthly Contest

: ODOP-LC

:

Page 15

Remembrance

: Homai Vyarawalla

:

Page 16

Sandakphu

: Jishnu Basak

:

Page 17 – 19

Faith

: Arindam Saha

:

Page 20 – 21

Advert

: Aadrika

:

Page 22

Ujjayanta Palace, Agartala

: Amitabh Roy

:

Page 23 – 25

Winter Ladakh

: Anup Ghosh

:

Page 26 – 31

About

: KolkataAlive

:

Page 32 – 33

Taj Mahal

: Mriganka Sekhar Halder

:

Page 34

Darjeeling, Queen of Hills

: Sarasij Dasgupta

:

Page 35 – 37

Remembering Ritwik Ghatak

: Soumo Laha

:

Page 38

Advert

: APP

:

Page 39

ODOP-LC Back Page

: ODOP-LC

:

Page 40

2|Page

© ODOP-LC 2015

Dear Members,
Hope the year has started off well with each one of you bringing new hopes,
challenges and results. With the new year rolling in we have a long way to go
together, hand in hand, with a pledge to take ODOP to newer heights through
various hurdles which we might come across, as a natural phenomena.
Creative world today is facing severe challenges thrown by the destructive forces.
There is a constant attempt across the world, in trying to suppress progressive
thoughts, words & deeds. We all have seen how, when the entire world had
hardly recovered from the pains of Peshawar attack, there was a severe blow, yet
again in the shape of a shocking attack by a terrorist group, on a French publishing
house in Paris, famous for its satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo.
Amidst all that life still moves on, so does creativity. More it is challenged, more it
thrives. It keeps growing with newer forms, counter challenging the forces which
try to suppress creativity. As long as human mind exists, creativity will always
remain as a powerful force differentiating humanity from inhumanity &
barbarism. As photographers we too have a moral responsibility in nurturing
creativity through the best of thoughts, ideas & messages for the sake of a better
world.
Inspite of all that, a lot is happening around us. Winter Kolkata is bubbling with
activities. Trade Fair, Theatre Festival, Jatra Festival (Folk theatre on three-side
open stages), Food Festivals, Painting Exhibitions and many more. And if that
wasn’t enough, the countdown has begun for Saraswati Puja festival, which to
some, is also Bengali’s “valentine’s day”. The rest of India would call it Basant
Panchami.
Therefore, for the sake of creativity, let’s keep clicking, until we meet again next
month. Till then CIAO, ODOP… LET’S CLICK!!!
With Regards,
SUTIRTHA DAS
(sdas.rdas@gmail.com)
On behalf of ODOP-LC
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On The Go…
by Sarasij Dasgupta
https://www.facebook.com/sarasij.dasgupta

The following contraption is a cheap and lighter option to carrying laptop for
transferring images while travelling. Travel photographers or people on vacation
who loves to shoot tons of images like me may find this option smarter. This is a
tried and tested way to transfer images without carrying any laptop.
Hardware support: Any Android mobile phone with KITKAT OS will require 3 most
important hardware’s. An OTG hub (Amkette, available for Rs. 750) and a USB Y
Cable (2 Male USB2+1 Male micro USB2) and the External HDD with power
supply. The Apps required are USBFM Stickmount required to mount the external
HDD through OTG in your Android phone or Windows Tablet. The other App is
PHOTOMATE (optional) to view and edit the images in your phone after you
transfer them to your external HDD. These apps are available in PLAYSTORE (Rs.
250-350).
Once connected you may transfer all your images to the external HDD. Format
your SD card and you are ready to shoot again. You need to buy just one 32 GB
SDXC class 10 card (depending on the model of your camera) and keep shooting
till it is full. That way you need not carry or invest in many memory cards thereby
saving lot of money in the process. So a basic investment of Rs.1000-1200 will
ensure you travel light and hassle free (considering you already own an Android
Kitkat phone). For windows tablets with OTG support you need not even require
any Apps. The external HDD will mount like in your laptop.
So go ahead and shoot in GBs.
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ODOP-LC Photo-Lovers Day Out - 33
(Calcutta Chapter)
A Walk through KIDDERPORE.
Venue: Kidderpore (Khidirpur)
Date & Time: 31st January, 2015 (Saturday), 2pm.
Meeting Point: Infront of the Main Gate of “St Thomas School” on Diamond
Harbour Road.
Attractions: Hanging Bridge, Syed Peer Baba Mazar - Hastings, Bhukailash Twin
Temple, Raja's old Rajbari, Hastings House, Warren Hasting's residence, Fancy
Market, Hanging Place of Maharaja Nandakumar at Hastings, Shadman palace,
Nawab Ali Park and many more.
Contacts:
Sutirtha Das: 9830643324, Sarasij Dasgupta: 9831192797, Rima Bhattacharjee:
9674084899, Ishani Barman: 9831194494.

Blast from The Past

4th August, 2013 PW – Photo by Arin Paul.
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Advert

Visit: www.zeropoint.co.in and www.sunderbanmangrove.com
TO PLACE AN AD IN OUR NEWSLETTER MAIL TO
odopletsclick@gmail.com
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by Chinmoy Banerjee (Poka Bee)
(chinibee@gmail.com)

Ready… Steady…

Go…
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Most of the articles I have read on motorsports photography, mention that the
minimum requirement is a f 2.8 lens, and a 500 mm prime is a must. But this
should not be a hindrance for newcomers in this field. As per me and many
others, the best equipment for any genre of photography is the man/woman
boy/girl behind the camera. However, for motorsports photography, the
knowledge of one’s equipment’s capabilities and the limitations needs to be of a
very high standard, especially because of the highly dynamic subject matter as
well as light conditions. Also, a proper understanding of the sport or event that
one is photographing is absolutely essential. The equipment will actually depend
on the type of event as well as the venue. At F1 tracks, such as the Buddh
International Circuit in Delhi, I use the Nikor 18-105 mm and the Sigma 150-500
mm and a borrowed Sigma 70-200 F 2.8. At smaller racing tracks, such as the
ones at Coimbatore and Sriperumbudur, Chennai, the distance from where you
can shoot is lesser and my favourite lens is at such venues is the Nikor 18-105
mm.
Gaining access to the race tracks and the vantage points is the most difficult
aspect of motorsports photography. In Nuremberg, Germany, I had to answer a
few basic questions in writing before I was given a dedicated vehicle and an
access to the tracks, even though I had gone there as a winner of a Volkswagen
sponsored photography event. The Indian race/rally calendar can be downloaded
from www.fmsci.co.in. You need to contact the various motorsports clubs listed
and use your convincing power and communication skills to gain access to the
events as a photographer. The best way to start off is to practice with speeding
cars and vehicles on busy streets and gradually build up your skills.
Panning…
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Locking…

Motorsports is indeed dangerous, more so for the photographers. Some rules
have to be followed by photographers and that is the reason, organizers are
reluctant to grant access to the vantage points to newcomers without credentials.
Bending or crouching is not appreciated at all; no portion of the body or lens
should touch the railings/ walls/ barricades, or should protrude through or over
these. Also, you cannot stand at places where walls/ barricades or fenced grid
have gaps for allowing fire fighting and rescue services to enter the tracks. At
smaller tracks the danger is more because of the absence of any grid metal fence.
There one has to stand behind barriers created with used tyres and waist high
walls/metal barriers. Uses of tripods are cumbersome at most places. It is
important to carry a bottle of water and some snacks as you may be running
around the whole day with hardly any break. The most important arsenal in my
kitty is an umbrella and a rain cover for my camera and lenses and many a times, I
have shot while it is raining.
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There are various types of motorsports events such as rallying, dirt racing, drag
racing, and racing on race tracks. Each event has different variables and requires
different skills. Though I cover almost all events, my main passion is photography
of racing at the race tracks and I will cover only this genre of motorsports
photography here.
Each event is spread over 3 days and other than F1, each event consists of
different categories of cars/ bikes. Spread over three days, each category will
generally have two practice sessions, one qualifying race and two to three races
each, The first day starts with practice sessions The second day comprises
qualifying races ( akin to heats in athletics) and the first race of each category. The
final day is for the last races of each category. Each race consists of 8 to 15 laps,
depending on the length of the track. F1 races follow a different schedule, and
each race consists of 60 laps.
Kerb Riding…
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I cover the events from start to finish, including the podium ceremonies and the
final season prize distribution event to formulate a complete story. I utilize the
practice day to get familiar with the track, locate the slits in the fences from
where you can shoot vantage points around the track, position of the sun. This
day is the best to shoot panning shots on TV mode, 1/250 to 1/60 s. The first and
second days are used to click mood shots and off the scene shots of drivers in
between qualifying races and the actual races.
Overtaking…

The actual action starts during the races on the second day and the final day.
Generally the length of a race track varies from 2.2 kms to ~5.5 kms and it is
impossible to be present at all corners, at each and every point all the time.
Hence I use my knowledge of the sport to be selective in what I want to
photograph and from where. Race to race and also in between each race, I keep
changing my position from one vantage point to another after selecting what type
of shots I want to shoot and from where, ensuring variety in my shots. There is no
standard setting of f no or shutter speed, but for action shots, I use shutter
speeds 1/400 or faster at f 8 or smaller apertures.
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The golden rule is to shoot with both eyes open-one looking through the
viewfinder and the other scanning for some action which might take place
elsewhere on the tracks.
Tail Chase…

Crashes…
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The photographs speak for themselves. As you will see, this is the only sport in
the entire world, where women compete on equal terms with the men.
The winner takes it all…

Podium ceremony…
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Miscellaneous…

ODOP-LC Monthly Contest #3
Theme: FROZEN

Last Date of Submission: 15th February, 2015

Rules:
1.) E-mail only ONE photograph.
2.) No Watermarks, entries with watermarks shall be disqualified.
3.) Caption is a must and should describe the photo.
4.) High Dynamic Range (HDR) Photographs are NOT Acceptable.
5.) The photograph must not contain obscene, provocative, defamatory,
sexually explicit, or otherwise objectionable or inappropriate content.
6.) Anyone can participate in the contest except ODOP-LC committee
members.
Mail to odopletsclick@gmail.com with the subject “Contest #3”.

Exciting Prizes to be won.
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REMEMBRANCE

India’s 1st Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru releasing a Dove at a public function
at the National Stadium in New Delhi (mid 1950’s). Photo by Homai Vyarawalla,
India's First Woman Photojournalist. [Public domain] via Wikimedia Commons.
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Sandakphu
by Jishnu Basak
(jishnu_basak@hotmail.com)

Sandakphu or Sandakfu (3636 m; 11,941 ft) is the highest peak in the state of
West Bengal, India. It is situated at the edge of the Singalila National Park in
Darjeeling district on the West Bengal-Nepal border, and is the highest point of
the Singalila Ridge. Sandakphu has a small village on the peak with few hostels.
Four of the five highest peaks in the world, Everest, Kangchenjunga, Lhotse and
Makalucan are seen from its summit.
From Sandakphu the best view of the mountain Kangchenjunga is possible, which
is known as the Sleeping Buddha or the Sleeping Shiva.
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Jishnu Basak, of the National Academy of Photography, Kolkata, honed his skills
under the tutelage of none other than Shri Madhu Sarkar. Apart from being a
passionate photographer, Jishnu is an avid trekker, explorer and mountaineer. His
two loves, photography and nature, come together in his images and photoessays of India's forests, mountains, rivers and sacred spaces. This series on
Sandakphu is part of Jishnu's tribute to the Eastern Himalayas. The clicks capture
the paradox of Sandakphu, the trekkers' paradise - a mingling of Buddhist serenity
and grand, untamable wilderness.
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FAITH
by Arindam Saha
(arindamsaha78@gmail.com)

If we consider god, the concept of god, the practices that lead one to god, and the
ideas, thoughts and philosophies around the nature of the human mind the
source code, then India has been the place where the doors have been thrown
wide open and the coders have been given free rein to craft, invent, reinvent,
refine, imagine, and re-imagine to the point that literally every variety of the
spiritual and cognitive experience has been explored, celebrated, and
documented.

Photo Credit: Priyanka Saha

Faith is defined as confidence or trust in a being, object, living organism, deity,
view, or in the doctrines or teachings of a religion, as well as confidence based on
no scientific, plausible, testable, demonstrable evidence whatsoever. The word
faith is often used as a synonym for hope, for trust, or for belief.
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Faith evokes the conscious awareness of humanity to realize its sacredness that
we are all the children of God. We learn that it is the one universal breath that is
uniting us all in our aspiring journey towards the quest of the eternal truth
constantly. The Universe is one Family that is sustained by the supreme
consciousness which is compassionately seeking the goodwill, harmony and
welfare of all living beings respectively. The true essence and soul of all religions is
the love of God and the practice of righteousness in our thoughts, actions and
expressions which is our primordial heritage. Faith also advocates harmonious
and peaceful co existence and evolutionary growth in grace and wisdom for all
humankind unconditionally.
Life's true values inspire us to realize that with the pure intent of our energy, we
create and that with the pureness of creation, we are all energized. We further
learn in our faithfulness in the oneness of evolution that God shines as the soul in
different bodies and makes every form that God creates to shine forth with God’s
divine illusion resplendently. The indomitable will power of evolution sacredly
resonates that everything is pure in its essence and so are all of we which helps us
to identify, discover, recognize, realize and experience our true nature, our true
self and our divine essence infinitely.
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Advert

Aadrika, Food for the Soul: https://www.facebook.com/aadrikarestaurant

TO PLACE AN AD IN OUR NEWSLETTER MAIL TO
odopletsclick@gmail.com
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Ujjayanta Palace, Agartala
by Amitabh Roy
(royamitabh2014@gmail.com)

Ujjayanta Palace - The Royal House, which stands in the capital city of Tripura that
is in Agartala was originally built in 1862 by the then King Ishan Chandra Manikya
(1849-1862) and it was devastated by a massive quake in June 1897 then the
Palace was built by Maharaja Radha Kishore Manikya during 1899 – 1901 at a cost
of 10 lakh (1 million) rupees. The name Ujjayanta Palace was given by
Rabindranath Tagore.

It is a two storied mansion, having a mixed type of architecture with three high
domes, the center one being 86 feet high. The main block covers 800 acres,
comprising public halls such as the Throne room, the Durbar hall, Library and the
Reception hall. The Neoclassical palace was designed by Sir Alexander Martin of
Messrs Martin & Co. The Chinese Room is particularly notable, the ceiling of
which was crafted by artisans brought from China. The palace is set with huge
Mughal style gardens, beautified by pools & gardens.
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The exotic palace has several Hindu temples dedicated to Lakshmi Narayan, UmaMaheshwari, Kali and Jagannath. It is the largest museum in Northeast India
covering an area of over 800 acres of land in the capital city, Ujjayanta Palace was
the command hub until the erstwhile princely Tripura`s accession to India in
October 1949.
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The Palace was purchased from the royal family by the Tripura government in
1972-73 for Rs. 2.5 million, housed the state legislative assembly till July 2011.
Now it is served as The State Museum. Ujjayanta Palace was provided with
seismic retrofitting to prevent it from possible earthquake damage before making
it a museum at a cost of Rs. 100 million. In realization of a century-old dream, the
country’s biggest royal mansion in the Northeast India, the Ujjayanta Palace, is
the home to the biggest museum in the region. The museum showcases northeast
India’s art, culture, history, tradition and ethnic diversity.

ODOP-LC Web Partners:
KolkataAlive: https://www.facebook.com/kolkataalivedotcom
ODOP-LC Contest Prizes Sponsored By:
Aadrika, Food for the Soul: https://www.facebook.com/aadrikarestaurant
Arin Paul Productions: https://www.facebook.com/arinpaulproductions
ODOP-LC Adverts:
Zero Point Travel: https://www.facebook.com/zeropointtravel
Sunderban Mangrove Retreat:
https://www.facebook.com/SunderbanmangroveRetreat
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WINTER LADAKH
by Anup Ghosh
(ganup64@gmail.com)

I visited LADAKH in 2nd week of January 2014 for CHADAR trek. In between my
trek, I had to spend 3 nights at Leh, sharing my dream experience about winter
Ladakh.
When I landed at the Kushok Bakula Rimpochee Airport of Leh, the temperature
showed minus 9 degree in display board but there was no snow at all. I had to
stay at Leh for 3 days for acclimatization before my trek. LEH (11,500 ft) is the
main city of Ladakh. Most of the hotels / guest houses remain closed in off
season. Season starts from 1st week of July and it runs upto mid October. There
are two connecting roads to Leh; one from Manali and another from Srinagar via
Kargil. Both roads remain closed in winter due to heavy snow fall.
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I was astonished as the scenario totally changed in the morning. Snow,
everywhere there was snow. Late morning I somehow managed a car and went
for a trip of the city. I visited Shey Palace, Thicksey Monastery and Stok Palace.
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Next day after breakfast I left for Lamayuru (11512 ft). We visited the Lamayuru
Monastery. It is one of the oldest Gompha in Ladakh. The whole area of
Lamayuru looks like a fairy tale. It is 109 KM from Leh.

On the way to Lamayuru we met with the confluence of Indus and Zanskar River.
The name of this area is NIMU. It is only 35 km from Leh city. Adventure lovers
like this place because this is the starting point of River Rafting.
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After that, I saw an amazing frozen water-fall, I never seen anything like this
before. The exact location of the place is just near to Khaltse (Khalsi) enroute
Kargil Highway (NH-1).
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Next day we left for Pangong Tso (13.940 ft), 171 KM from Leh. It is the World’s
highest salty water lake. This beautiful ocean like lake is about 5 KM wide at its
broadest point and about 134 KM long with about 60% of the length extending
into Tibet. During winters the lake freezes completely, which in itself is a great
experience.

Chang-La (Pass) is the 3rd highest motorable road of the World (17688 ft). In
winter, Chang-La is covered with huge snow, so no one can go there, except the
army though we somehow managed to go.
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In between the journey of Lamayuru and Pangong-Tso I had completed a 7 day
frozen river trek - The CHADAR. It was a dream come true for me.
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KOLKATAALIVE, ODOP-LC’s WEB PARTNERS
We live in strange times. Kolkata or Calcutta is it was erstwhile known as, lives
along with us. It is more than 300 years old and with age has grown stagnant in
many fronts. The 'Paris of the East' as it had once been referred to is no longer
the most important economic centre of the country. The British Raj ended its rule
way back in 1947 and since then the 'city of joy' has seen constant economic
decline. Once the most important city of the Empire after London; Kolkata is no
longer a favored business location among capitalists.

However, what continues to live on is the life in Kolkata, and the million vibrant
people who make the city so colorful. Since 1970s, Bengal had been the bastion of
the communists, electing the longest serving democratically elected communist
Government in the world. It went through a political 'Poriborton' or change in
2011 but the revolutionary spirit of the citizens continue to live. This has been
demonstrated in the anti-establishment movements throughout the year - be it
the Jadavpur #Hokkolorob or the sad and shameful scams such as the cheat funds
which looted the poor to pump capital into unfair means. Off late, the city and
Bengal in general has seen an uprising of fundamentalism, something the city has
distanced itself since the sad riots of 1947.
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Though sluggish on the economics and business, the city has always been very
dynamic in the cultural arena. Group theatres, parallel cinema, music, literature,
fine arts - they all thrive in Kolkata, often these days referred to as 'The Cultural
Capital' of India. After a forgettable 90s, the Tollywood film industry has come
alive in the new millennium and Bengali films are once again reaching great
heights once attained by the famous trio Satyajit-Ritwik-Mrinal.
Kolkata is also home to a large population of diaspora who stay away yet connect
to this city in every breath.
At KolkataAlive, we try to catch the essence of everyday life in Kolkata .We cover
a variety of subjects that range from Sports to Politics and try to present a
balanced view on our stories. We do love indulging in armchair debates (Addas)
and hope our readers join us with their valuable viewpoints.
We encourage writers/bloggers to submit articles for future publications.
Website: http://www.kolkataalive.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/kolkataalivedotcom
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Taj Mahal, Agra
by Mriganka Sekhar Halder
(photography.mriganka@gmail.com)

8th November, 2014: It was a chilled morning when I reached the ground of The
Taj Mahal. It was just after the sunrise and I was amazed watching the beauty of
it. Staring for a few moments I started clicking shots of her. I was trying to capture
different angles as fast as possible as I was about to catch a train few hours later. I
had only one hour in my hand to capture this enormous beauty which I definitely
know is not enough. I will have to visit again for the reason that I'm in love with
her.
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Darjeeling, The Queen of Hills
by Sarasij Dasgupta
(sarasijdg@yahoo.com)

Darjeeling, the queen of hills in Bengal does not need any introduction to anyone.
This hill station has been the point of attraction to many travelers and
photographers since time unknown. This winter, Darjeeling was reloaded for me
after a gap of thirty seven years and to my surprise it has mellowed with age. I
travelled with a Fijifilm X-E1 body, XF 18-55mm f2.8 and XF 50-230mm zoom, with
loads of GB space to carry back the images. The weather being extremely clear, I
had the opportunity to shoot in high speed adding drama with high contrast play
of light and shade… Out of almost 100 GB images that I shot, here's a few...
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Remembering Ritwik Ghatak
(November 4, 1925 - February 6, 1976)

‘Ritwik Ghatak Sketch in the Making’ by Soumo Laha.
Also Selected and Exhibited in ODOP-LC Photo Exhibition, 2013.
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Advert

‘Arin Paul Productions’ in association with Shantanu Ghosh’s
‘Melancholy Productions’ present ‘Et Tu Brute..?’ (Short Film).
Releasing Online 15th March, 2015.
Watch The Trailer:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GntVU9aIEnA&feature=youtu.be

TO PLACE AN AD IN OUR NEWSLETTER MAIL TO
odopletsclick@gmail.com
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The Fifth Issue is to be released on 21st February, 2015. It shall have
Photography News, Write-up’s, Photo-Stories and lots more. Stay Tuned.
ODOP-LC Committee: (in alphabetical order) Arin Paul, Ishani Barman, Rima
Bhattacharjee, Sarasij Dasgupta, Late Shantanu Ghosh, Shubhadro Das, Sutirtha
Das, Tathagata Das.
ODOP-LC Newsletter Editor: Arin Paul.
CONTEST #2 (Theme: Selfie/Groupfie) WINNERS
TO BE ANNOUNCED IN THE NEXT ISSUE.

“ODOP - LC NEWSLETTER” DIRECT DOWNLOAD Links:
3rd Issue (21st Dec’14): http://document.li/2anQ/
2nd Issue (21st Nov’14): http://document.li/N22w/
1st Issue (21st Oct’14): http://document.li/D42V/

ODOP-LC Member Count As On 20th January, 2015: 18, 600+
***Some Photo Walks have been rescheduled. Check facebook group for updates.

ODOP-LC BLOG: http://odopletsclick.blogspot.in/
Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/odopletsclick/
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/OneDayOnePhoto.LetsClick
Twitter: https://twitter.com/ODOPletsclick ( @odopletsclick )
Email: odopletsclick@gmail.com
40 | P a g e

© ODOP-LC 2015

