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Building community spirit in Mountjoy Square

Mountjoy Square’s vibrancy
can only grow when the local
community comes together for
its benefit. A range of events
in 2015 present excellent
opportunities to get involved
with others living and working
on the square. They include:

In this issue

March

Concert at No. 25 Mountjoy
Square

April
National Spring Clean Day

May
Schools Project

June
Open Squares Day

August
Heritage Week

September
Culture Night
Check mountjoysquaresociety.ie
for more details closer to the dates.

Get involved

The Mountjoy Square Society
depends on people to get
involved and assist in our aim of
making the square a better place
to live, work and visit. If you are
interested in getting involved
please email us at
info@mountjoysquaresociety.ie
or call us at 01 8198590.

A must-see for tourists? Mountjoy Square captured in a mid-19th century painting of Dublin

On the tourist trail
It is Dublin’s only true Georgian square (all sides being equal in length); it hosted one
of the first sittings of the Dáil; and it has been the setting for numerous plays and
films, from Shadow of a Gunman to Once: Mountjoy Square is one of Dublin’s prime
Georgian set pieces, with its park and square deeply entwined in Irish history. In any
other city, this would make it a prime attraction on the tourist map, but sadly not in
Dublin at present. However, all that may be about to change. The Mountjoy Square
Society has been working with other significant tourism stakeholders in the northside of
the city, including Glasnevin Cemetery, Jameson Distillery and the OPW to realise the
square’s potential as a part of Dublin’s tourist trail. Recently, the society held a meeting
with Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, and local representative, Paschal
Donohoe TD, to explore ways in which the profile of the square could be enhanced.
Already, there are indications that Mountjoy Square will become part of the new True
Blue tourist bus trail, which is designed to highlight the many tourist attractions of
northside Dublin. There are also tentative proposals to convert one of the historic
buildings on the square into a museum and community facility, focusing on the heritage
of the area. The Mountjoy Square Society is concluding a study on the potential of such
a centre to increase visitors to the area and to create facilities and employment of value
to the local community. Anyone wishing to contribute to this conversation is welcome to
get in touch with the society at info@mountjoysquaresociety.com
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Site map showing current division of Mountjoy Square Park.

2015: A year of progress for the park
Residents of Mountjoy Square, and those with an interest
in the future of Dublin’s historic north Georgian core,
will be delighted to see the first steps in the restoration of
Mountjoy Square Park taking place in 2015.

School art frames the square

Sixth-class pupils of Gardiner Street National School show off
the art works they created, based on the local area

Last year, Dublin City Council published a new plan for the
restoration of the historic park, the largest green space in Dublin
1, which was produced following a joint study involving the
Mountjoy Square Society and Dublin City Council. The plan
provides for the full regeneration of the park and enhancing its
facilities as a public amenity, and will be carried out on a phased
basis. This will be dependent on the support of all current users
of the park and the relocation of a number of facilities based
within it. The goal is to restore the 200-year old park as a prime
recreational space both for those who live and work on the
square and the broader community.

The Mountjoy Square Society was involved
in a very rewarding project in 2014 with
Gardiner Street National School and the
Graphic Studio on North Circular Road. The
project saw sixth-class pupils work on an art
project based on the heritage of the area, with
their completed works professionally printed
in a presentation booklet. It is intended to
repeat this project in 2015 and to broaden
participation to other local schools.
Plan showing potential for
restoring historic path layout.

Continued on page 2

2

Mountjoy Square Matters

Spring 2015 l Issue 3

Continued from page 1
Dublin City Council has allocated €350,000 for
the first stage of the project in 2015, which is
likely to see the current Parks Department depot
move to new premises. In addition, the remedial
work being carried out on the original railings of
the square, which is being funded by the Council,
will continue in 2015 on a gradual basis until all
the railings are restored.
A copy of the Conservation Management
Plan, produced for Dublin City Council and the
Mountjoy Square Society, and which forms the
basis of the restoration project, is available on
www.mountjoysquaresociety.com
The participation of the Mountjoy Square
Society in this study was made possible through
the helpful support of the Irish Public Bodies
Corporate Social Engagement Fund.
After years of neglect, and sometimes
frustratingly slow progress, a new chapter is
set to open in the history of Mountjoy Square.
The redevelopment of the park is a vote of
confidence in the area and will have positive
benefits for the entire community. The Mountjoy
Square Society looks forward to working with
Dublin City Council as the project progresses
and encourages all those with an interest in the
future of the park to get involved in the society.
Details on how to join are on page 4.
Images copyright Howley Hayes Architects 2014

Building community spirit in Mountjoy Square

Where now for Fitzgibbon
Street Garda Station?
Since it closed for refurbishment in 2011, there has been growing
uncertainty over the future of Fitzgibbon Street Garda Station. Over
this time, the signs of dereliction and decay have also increased
significantly, with the building’s windows broken at the front. The
closure of the station saw its staff of 100 relocate to Mountjoy
Station in Phibsborough and concerns that this move was more
than temporary have been heightened by the closure and sale
of a number of Garda stations around the country since then.
Independent TD Maureen O’Sullivan, who represents the area,
has told Mountjoy Square Matters that the Garda Commissioner
has informed her that the Gardai have no plans in the foreseeable
future to use Fitzgibbon Street Station ‘in any context’. Separately,
there have been media reports that the station may be converted
into emergency homeless accommodation, although nothing has
been indicated officially to residents or the local community. The
Mountjoy Square Society is calling on the Garda Commissioner,
the Minister for Justice and local TDs to clarify their positions
on this much needed and valued community resource. There
is widespread community support for the refurbishment and
reopening of the garda station as initially planned. Given the
upsurge in antisocial activity reported locally, the rational for the
station reopening is not in doubt and the local community must
be consulted on future plans for both local policing and the fate of
the Fitzgibbon Street building. As the country gradually enters an
election footing, the Mountjoy Square Society encourages all those
living in the area to keep the future of Fitzgibbon Street Garda
Station top of mind when electioneering commences. Check
www.mountjoysquaresociety.com for regular updates on this.

Addressing concert concerns
One of the biggest stories of 2014 was undoubtedly the cancellation
of the Garth Brooks concerts in Croke Park. It was an event of direct
relevance to residents of Mountjoy Square, who are all too familiar with
the issues presented by large crowds coming to and from the stadium.
The Mountjoy Square Society took part in a recent cross-community
initiative facilitated by the Lord Mayor of Dublin Cllr. Christy Burke to
deal with the fall-out from concert debacle. The initial soundings from
this were positive, as the GAA indicated a willingness to meet with local
residents and community groups to find consensus on future concerts and
events in Croke Park. The lessons from 2014 are that consultation and a
spirit of neighbourliness are vital to progress in this area. The society will
approach future discussions with a view to minimising the inconvenience
of events to the community and to ensure they comply with the planning
permission granted to the GAA when Croke Park was redeveloped.
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Antisocial
activities
While there is much to be
positive about regarding
the future of Mountjoy
Square, the challenges
besetting the area have
not gone away. There
has been a notable and
alarming increase in visible
anti-social activity centred
around Mountjoy Square
Park and, on one occasion
recently, the entire park
was closed completely to
prevent large-scale drug
dealing taking place. This
is hugely concerning to
the local community and
underlines the need for
a concerted focus from
Gardai to address ongoing
issues. Mountjoy Square is
largely safe, but a visible
police presence is key
to addressing the issues
that exist. The Mountjoy
Square Society will
continue to made strong
representations to the local
Chief Superintendent to
ensure the level of policing
in the area is appropriate.

Mountjoy Square set to be bypassed by new Bus Rapid Transit Service

Public transport and
Mountjoy Square
For all its architectural and historical importance, and its current vibrancy as
one of the most densely populated parts of the city centre, Mountjoy Square
sometimes appears to be a blindspot in the eyes of Dublin’s planners. Despite
the Dublin Bus Summerhill depot being adjacent to, and accessed by, the square,
and the square itself being the terminus for many Dublin Bus services, finding
a bus route with Mountjoy Square on its stop list is no easy matter. There are
very few bus services that actually serve the square and night time services
are effectively non-existent. Disappointingly, a proposal that would have routed
the proposed Bus Rapid Transit Service connecting the city centre with Dublin
Airport through Mountjoy Square has now been shelved, and the proposed
route will now pass through Dorset Street instead. With Dublin City Council
committed to restoring Mountjoy Square Park, the time has come for other
city planners to play their part in integrating the square with the rest of the city.
Mountjoy Square is the only Georgian square in Dublin to remain primarily
residential and a proper bus service is of critical importance to building its
appeal as a place to live, work and visit.

Keeping coaches at bay
After many years of campaigning, Dublin City Council was finally persuaded to end coach parking on Mountjoy
Square in 2012. In spite of this, there have been attempts by some coach companies to reclaim the parking slots they
lost. Coaches parking on the square are doing so without permission, and without consideration for local residents
who fought hard for their removal. Mountjoy Square Society encourages the public to report any instances of coaches
parking on the square to Fitzgibbon Street substation at 01 6668400 or to forward the information to the society at
info@mountjoysquaresociety.com

