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DEDICATION



For my children, Alexis, Morgan, and Mason. I hope that my work creates a world for you in which you never have to convince anyone that

Black lives matter.
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HOW THIS BOOK WORKS



For the most part, this ebook functions just as any normal physical

book would. The reader moves to the next or previous page by swiping to the left or right. One of the advantages of this book being in a

digital format is that it allows for this text to have multimedia elements that are not possible to include in a traditional print book.

There are some pages that contain words or sentences colored in

red. In those cases, those are hyperlinks that, when clicked, will take

the reader to online articles or videos that provide more information

on the topic at hand. In the middle of some images there will be a

“play” button in its center which indicates that it is a video waiting to

be played. If the reader is using a Mac computer or an iPad, she or

he can simply press the play button and the video will start. If the

reader is using an iPhone, Android device, or a Windows-based

computer, click the red hyperlinked caption next to the image to be

taken to a YouTube page that will play the video automatically. For

readers not using Macs or iPads, after watching each video on YouTube, you will have to manually return to whichever program that you

used to initially open the book.
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THE WORLD IS WATCHING



In addition to being a photographer, I am a historian and educator.

When I am not photographing the world around me, I am teaching

about it to students at the secondary and collegiate levels. In my

travels as an educator, I often have discussions with pessimistic people that tell me how futile marching in the street is in the 21st Century. They continually repeat to me the cliché line that, “Black people

have been marching for decades and ain’t nothing changed.” I am

somewhat empathetic to these voices of frustration and futility, as I

once felt the same way that they did. As I grew older and more

knowledgeable about the history of America and the larger world, it

became easier to see fallacy of theses cynics‘ argument. Historically, African Americans have had almost all of their major political

and legal achievements accomplished through non-electoral politics

(e.g., marching in the streets, performing nonviolent direct actions,

and physical rebellion against the perceived property and agents of

African Americans’ oppression). But rather than focusing on the

past, what I am concerned with in this text is the usefulness of these

strategies in the present. At the time of this writing, there is a mas-



sive police accountability and anti-racism movement that is occurring in America. Despite major news networks‘ waning coverage of

it, this movement is actually one of the longest movements in the history of the United States. Nevertheless, I find myself often having to

explain why I decided to become a part of this movement and why I

use my camera to document it. So what follows are my personal

goals for participation:

1) I will inconvenience your lives.

I will not let people be indifferent to execution of my people

and carry on with their lives as if nothing Earth-shattering did

not happen. I will no longer let America develop an unfeeling

tolerance to the tax-funded murder of African Americans.

2) I will not let people forget state sponsored murder.

I will make every effort to broadcast the hypocrisy of the American justice system throughout the world. Every time that you
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think that I “got over it,” I will remind you again that I am very

much not over it. I am not over the video recorded public execution of Eric Garner. I am not over the embarrassingly incompetent performance of the district attorney who self-sabotaged

his own case against Michael Brown’s killer. I am not over the

police receiving no punishment for shooting 7-year-old Aiyanna Stanley-Jones in the head while she slept when they executed a drug raid in the wrong apartment. I am not over 12year-old Tamir Rice being shot and killed by the police without

warning because he was holding a toy gun. I am not over the

police, without warning, shooting and killing John Crawford III

in a Walmart. I am not over the police shooting Akai Gurley in

his own apartment building just for walking down a stairwell. I

will never give you a chance to be over it either until I feel that

America will serve justice to every citizen including African

Americans.

3) I will be inspired and motivated.

My commitment to fight evil is renewed when I surround myself with dozens, hundreds, or thousands of like-minded people. I am reenergized by people who believe that they have

the strength to change the world. Being in the company of

such people is a necessity for my soul.

4) I will make my own justice.

That is why we are shutting commercial and transportation centers down. If the justice system does not deliver, we mete out

our own punishment and we choose to punish the system by

interfering with its life force-money. We may never completely

win this fight against racist and murderous police practices,



but we will put everyone on notice that if you attack us, you

better be prepared for a hell of a fight because we are going

to go down swinging. There will be no more police murders

without consequences.

5) I will be able to tell my children that I fought for their lives.

Someday my children

will read about this

despicable chapter in

the metaphorical

book of American histor y and ask me,

"What did you do to

stop this?" I will be

able to tell them that I

stood up for them. I

stood when I was

tired, when I was

busy, when I was

sick, when I needed

to be at work making

money-I stood up like

a man and made my

voice heard. I used

my particular talents

as a teacher and as a

photographer as

weapons on the frontline to defend their lives. The fundamental question for all of you that are reading this is: What will

you tell your children?
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100 CITIES MARCH FOR JUSTICE FOR

TRAYVON MARTIN



INTO THE FRAY

Even though I had taught African American history for years at

both the secondary and collegiate levels, I had always been on

the sidelines observing, analyzing, and teaching about what I

saw. After the seeing the state of Florida fail to convict George

Zimmerman for killing 16-year-old, Trayvon Martin, I felt compelled to take to the streets with other people who were equally

outraged. The first demonstration that I participated in was the

100 Cities March for Justice for Trayvon Martin on July, 20, 2013

in Newark, New Jersey. I grabbed an inconspicuous camera and

started documenting my experiences of the day. From that point

on, I became addicted to the energy that flows from a mass cry

for freedom and so photographically documenting people’s fight

for justice became a part of my life.
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