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“Brick or Treat”
Design

This was the first layout I did for any publication.
Ever. As shown, it’s pretty rough. I did, however, ask
Mojang (the company that owns Minecraft) for permission to use game images and other assets in
the design, and they agreed! I’m really not sure why I
didn’t use those, now that I think about it….

Writing

My first journalistic story ever. Like the design, the
writing’s pretty rough as well. It’s a solid piece, but
it’s not journalistically well-written. There’s not much
of a focus, trying to tackle the game update, Halloween, and introducing the game at the same time.
The topics aren’t meshed that well together. And the
headline kind of sucks. And the lead could use work.
Maybe I’m just being hard on myself, but looking
back and seeing everything wrong just shows how
much I’ve improved since then. Nowhere to go but
up!

Design

This is my third layout, and I think it’s where I start
hitting my stride as a designer. This is also the first
page I worked on alone. Being Chinese myself, I’m
familiar with a lot of the customs surrounding Chinese New Year, and I think that knowing the visual
style associated with the holiday (a lot of reds, cutout images, those fancy borders) really helped me
with this.

Writing

Here’s a story that does blend different topics together well. My third story, I’m extremely proud of
the reporting, having four different interview sources,
and of the blending that I mentioned.

“Year of the Snake”

“How Safe Are We?”
How to React to an Active
Shooter
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by simon sun

F

ace it. Students daydream in
class. We all do it sometimes.
Sitting in a classroom, one can’t
help but start to imagine improbable scenarios. What to do if the floor
suddenly turned to lava. Where to hide
if the world ended then and there.
How to react if a shooter broke into the
room.
But is that last one really improbable?
Following a spree of shootings
around the nation last year, including
the Sandy Hook massacre that killed
twenty children and six adults, schools
around the nation were thoroughly
shaken. The illusion of safety was broken, and those at Stoney certainly felt it.
“It kept me on my toes,” security
guard Jack Welsh said.
Immediately after the Connecticut shooting, teachers were told to keep
their doors closed, and all entrances
other than the front doors were locked.
“We were in a little better spot
than the elementary and middle
schools because we had security, so the
adjustment for the high schools wasn’t
as much,” principle Larry Goralski said.
The elementary and middle
schools, meanwhile, signed up volunteers to watch the entrances.
Locked doors are only a shortterm solution for tightening down on
security, however. Last month, the
Rochester Community Schools board
approved a more long-term plan that
includes installing security cameras,
buzzers, and card reader systems.
“I think it’ll be effective,” Goralski
said. “Just like in Connecticut, where
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they actually had a buzzer system, if someone wants to get in, it’s actually really hard.
[The shooter] actually shot the windows out
and came in, but anything you do to prevent
someone from that kind of situation, it’s
better.”
According to the Rochester Patch,
the plan will cost approximately $179,000.
However, the plan does not include the high
schools, where DM Burr security already
guards the doors.
“They aren’t going to add anything
here, but they might allow us to purchase
some things,” Goralski said. “One key thing
I’d love to buy is a video buzzer down by the
bottom doors.”
Goralski also stated that increased
drills and practices will train students to
react appropriately should a shooter enter
the building.
“I feel we’re pretty secure once we’re
in the school. My biggest issue is in the
morning when everybody’s coming in and
all the doors are open,” said Goralski. “We’re
going to have a lockdown drill soon where
we do it either in the morning or lunch,
which will be a lot harder because we’re
going to have to sweep kids in and kids will
have to figure out where the safe spots are
to go to.”
According to Goralski, the school
has never done a lockdown like it, but it is
necessary. Students need to take the drills
seriously, he said.
Another precaution the school has
taken is enrolling teachers in active shooter
training. While the juniors were taking the
MME, teachers were taught how to handle
an armed intruder. Topics covered included
when to run, when to hide, and when to
fight.
All things considered, with the new
steps taken to improve security, just how

safe are we? In the end, it really comes
down to the students, according to Goralski.
“Years ago, you didn’t even think it
was possible. But with the recent shootings,
it’s not very likely to happen, but you need

to be prepared in case anything happens,”
Goralski said. The kids will see how serious
the adults are in the next drill, and we need
them to listen to their teacher and take it
seriously.”

(Based on survey of
100 students)

Should teachers be armed?

1.

Hiding in lockdown is your best
bet.

2.

Block entry to your hiding place
and lock the doors. Call 9-1-1.

3.

Throw classroom objects and
attempt to disarm the shooter as
a last resort.

Should Security be armed?
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Security Service DM Burr passes with flying colors, with
three in four students rating the company’s effectiveness as
average to above average.
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“How Safe Are We?”
Design

Design

Perhaps my most well-known layout in the school
(more for the story, I suppose, but the design certainly contributed), this spread won first place in
Story Package at the 2014 MIPA Spring Conference.
This was also the first time I acted as a sort of mentor, working with a first-year staff member.

Writing

Ah, yes, the famous story that started a Twitter frenzy and made my name either loved or hated in the
halls of Stoney Creek High School. An opinion piece,
I had to be careful about the topic, being a non-American-born non-Caucasian (despite being a naturalized
citizen). Therefore, I did extensive research for the
story, made sure to cite my sources, and braced myself for the oncoming storm. I survived, with a first
place in Story Package as well.

My first two-page spread, and my first infographic.
I worked with another student on this assignment,
which certainly helped. I’m extremely happy with the
way this turned out, and it even won honorable mentions in both Information Graphic and Story Package
at the 2014 MIPA Spring Conference.

Writing

I’ve always enjoyed writing more serious kinds of
stories, as that’s where I feel the power of journalism really kicks in. This is my first story that I’ve
written on one of these more serious issues. It could
have gone a little more in depth, maybe have a few
more interviews, but overall I think it was a success,
again, winning an honorable mention in Story Package.

“Pushed to the Pledge”

“Pushed to the Pledge”

“Education Revolution”
Design

The

Education
Revolution
Internet-age course options
allow student exploration
by Simon Sun
Junior Sydney Watson occasionally sleeps in until
7:30, and doesn’t arrive at school until second hour.
No, she isn’t skipping class. Instead, she is taking a
hybrid class, a course that involves a mixture of traditional
and online class settings.
“I was really excited when I found out that the class
was hybrid,” Watson said. “I’m used to the same type of
class every day, so it was refreshing to try something new.
It’s fun!”
Watson, who is taking French 4, is just one of
many students who are experiencing a more widespread
implementation of hybrid classes. According to assistant
principal John Kelley, hybrid, or blended, classes were first
implemented last year, including just three courses. Due to
their successes, though, the number was increased to eight
this year.
“The teachers saw how the blended model worked,
and many started wondering if they can have one,” Kelley
said. “The expansion was mainly teacher-driven.”
According to eSchoolNews, hybrid classes are gaining popularity throughout the country. One reason for the
concept’s new widespread application is that they allow
students to learn at a more individualized pace.
Kelley also offers a few other explanations.
“They offer flexibility in students’ schedules, so they
don’t have to get up early in the morning or can leave early
in the afternoon,” he said. “They can work whenever and
wherever they want and can use the normal class time for
one-on-one help with the teacher.”
Watson agrees.
“It’s more independent. Plus I get to sleep in!” Watson said.
But blended classes aren’t the only alternative class
options. Students are also taking online courses through
Michigan Virtual High School, everything from AP Calculus
to Chinese. However, both Kelley and counselor Paul Carlin
say that online classes are only used to resolve schedule
conflicts.
“We don’t have a lot of these options as they are a
bit costly,” Carlin said. “So, how we manage the limited
space is that we use them strictly for difficult schedules or
students with a conflict in a class they really needed.”
Sophomore Chris Stowell, who is taking AP Calculus
BC online, offers another explanation as to why these alternatives are less popular.
“It might be hard to learn for some, as they need
someone there to answer questions. Online is completely
independent,” Stowell said. “I only took it because Calculus
conflicted with my French class.”
Although online classes are not new, they are a truly
modern-day approach to learning, as blended classes are.
Kelley says he hopes such approaches will continue to be
implemented and offers his vision of the future.
“We were able to adapt the blended concept to what
we already have,” Kelley said. “But I think and I hope that,
in the future, we’ll take it a step further and have even
more flexible offerings.”
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learning
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school technology
is poor compared to
their own
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Data from survey of 170 students,
freshmen - seniors, on Sept. 19.
Infographic by Simon Sun

Of students say SCHS’
technology policies
should be more relaxed

The first page of my second year on staff, this is
where I start a streak of pages/spreads that I’m
very proud of and where I start developing my own
style. This won first place in Information Graphic and
first place in News Page/Spread at the 2014 MIPA
Spring Conference.

“To the Core”

“Code Less Traveled”
Design

Design

Not a whole lot to say here, just a layout that I’m
pretty happy with. The sidebar could have used
some work, but overall not bad. I also had a freshman partner on the spread.

Writing

The Common Core has been an issue that I’ve covered more than once in my journalistic career. This is
the first.

“To the Core”

This spread originally was completely different, but
after discussions with my advisor, we both agreed
that the design was not working. What resulted was
a two-day layout, including photos, sidebars, and
an extra stories. In the end, I was extremely happy
with it, and it won an honorable mention in Feature
Spread/Page at the 2014 MIPA Spring Conference.
Fun fact: the design drew inspiration from BBC’s
Sherlock, as seen in the floating binary code.

Writing

The main story is another solid piece. The secondary
story, however, was written last-minute due to the
design change.

Photography

Our publication only owns one camera, which is
typically given to the photographers. The rest of us
just use our phones, but I did not own a phone until
late last year. These photos were all taken using my
laptop webcam.

“Code Less Traveled”

“Security Breach”

“Hanging in the Balance”
Design

For the first spread of my third year, I revisited the
Common Core concept, new developments occurring
in new testing. However, design-wise, the concept is
completely different. This layout was done with the
same partner I had in the first Common Core spread
and in under a week, due to time needed to teach
the large number of new staff members this year.

Writing

Here I revisit the Common Core, now with standardized tests! I’m really proud of my reporting on this
one, as my partner and I got five interview sources,
including the Deputy Superintendent of Education
Services at the Michigan Department of Education.

Writing

When the scandal first hit, I knew we had to cover
the issue. What resulted is a solid in-depth story.

“Security Breach”

“Hanging in the Balance”

Writing

Every year, our publication holds a vote among the
senior class for the “10 Most Influential Seniors.”
We then write personality profiles for each winner.
Shown here are a couple that I wrote.

Seniors

December cover

Source
Stoney Creek High School

December 19, 2014

575 East Tienken Road
Rochester, MI 48307

Volume 12, Issue 3

BAH!
HUMBUG!

RCS plays Scrooge as
budget cuts lead to
mid-year layoffs
pg. 4

Testing Tension

Stress, exams, and technology in
the classroom - pg. 6-7

Sweet Scarcity

As the world begins to run out
of chocolate, we offer a few
alternatives to your favorite
treats - pg. 5

A Tale of Two Ski Teams

Stoney skiiers compete with, not
against, crosstown rival Adams pg. 9

Design

I’m not strictly a spread/page designer. I have also
created other designs, including issue covers. This is
the most recent one I laid out.

Photography

Here I got to use the nice camera we have, so I’d say
the result was a lot better than, say, a webcam. We
also had to buy a whole bag of coal for this shot.

Juniors Colin Heinemann and Christian Heinemann
are twins, and yet they’re complete opposites in some
regards. Colin is right-handed; Christian is left. Colin is taller; Christian is shorter. Colin can get married in the state
of Michigan; Christian cannot.
Because Colin is straight; Christian is openly gay.
“I always thought it was funny because we’re fraternal twins, and it’s just funny to notice the differences
between us even though we have a lot in common and
we’re very similar,” Christian said.
But while Christian jokes, his situation is just one
case of many in the state, where same-sex marriage is not
yet legal. However, one couple from Hazel Park hopes to
change this law.
Oscillating Ampliudes
On Jan. 16, the Supreme Court announced that they
would hear the case of nurses April DeBoer and Jayne
Rowse. However, the road to the Court took more than two
years and several flip-flops.
In 2012, DeBoer and Rowse filed a federal lawsuit
regarding their right to marry. In March 2014, a federal
judge ruled Michigan’s ban, which was voted into the state
constitution in 2004, as a violation of the federal Constitution. The lift of the ban was only temporary, however,
as the very next day, a stay was placed on the ruling, and
later overturned in November.
Recent developments, though, have swung the issue
the other way. According to the Detroit Free Press, another
federal judge overturned the ruling again on Jan. 15,
stating that the state must recognize the 300 marriages
performed last March. The Court made its announcement
the next day.
For openly gay and lesbian students here, the case
hits close to home.
“I hope people fight it,” Christian said. “I think that
everyone, regardless of who you are, should be able to
marry who they love.”
For senior Tommy Anglim, who is also openly gay,

cases over same-sex marriage shouldn’t even be an issue
in the first place.
“Its not that gay marriage is a fundamental right,”
Anglim said. “It’s that marriage is. It doesn’t need to be
separate.”
Sides of the Spectrum
However, the issue is not that simple. According to
ProCon.org, the controversy over gay and lesbian relationships is not just political. Many other factors are involved,
including tradition and religion.
For instance, according to ProCon.org, many religions, including Christianity, denounce homosexual
relationships. Pope Francis, for example, stressed heterosexual marriages in a statement last April, and many
Holy Scriptures, including the Bible, prohibit same-sex acts
depending on interpretation.
Lutheran pastor David Boone sees the differences
among the Church.
“There is, of course, a huge range [of opinions] within the clergy, within the denominations,” Boone said.
Boone himself interprets his faith in a pro-gay marriage fashion.
“Marriage is, initially, for the raising of children, but
God does not frown on or cut off gay people, absolutely
not. God loves everyone, regardless of… position,” Boone
said. “God does not reject anyone. The problem usually is
that people reject God.”
However, Boone admits that his view is affected by
personal experience.
“I have two very, very beloved sets of friends, one
lesbian couple and one male couple, one of whom was
a former priest,” he said. “I can’t imagine anyone being
better Christians or more loving, faithful people than these
four.”
Christian, though, believes that religion is irrelevant
to the issue.
“I heard someone say once that not allowing a gay
person to marry based on your religion is like saying no

Writing

This story, printed here in its entirety and continued on the next
page, was published on our website. When writing, I had to be
very careful about the topic, such
as getting permission from interviewees and their parents and
trying to remain balanced.

Gay marriage

one can have donuts because you’re on a diet,” he said.
“As long as you’re not the one getting married, I don’t
really think it affects you in any way.”
On the other hand, tradition is also an argument
against gay marriage. As 6th US District Court of Appeals
Judge Jeffrey S. Sutton wrote in the November overturning of the Michigan decision, “"Marriage has long been a
social institution defined by relationships between men
and women. So long defined, the tradition is measured in
millennia, not centuries or decades. So widely shared, the
tradition until recently had been adopted by all governments and major religions of the world."
Anglim, however, disagrees that tradition should be a
factor, citing the Civil Rights Movements of the 1960s.
“Seriously, how many times is America going to fight
the ‘separate but equal’ battle?” Anglim said.
In Another Light
Regardless of the case decision and the religion and
tradition, both Christian and Anglim believe that tolerance
is the big issue.
“I know a lot of people have been bullied or harassed and stuff,” Christian said.
In fact, according to the Center for Disease Control
and Prevention, gay, lesbian, transgendered, and bisexual
students are more likely to be bullied or experience substance abuse than heterosexual students.
As for Stoney, however, Christian reports a positive
experience.
“I don’t know how we relate to other schools per se,
but we have a very open and nurturing society,” he said. “I
know other people who are gay, lesbian, or transgendered
and they’re all welcome and everyone just accepts it.”
Anglim agrees.
“Honestly, other than some people being slightly
more uncomfortable when talking to me at first, I haven’t
really had any problems,” Anglim said. “The worst problem
I've really had is more people trying to be my friend, but I
guess that’s not really a problem.”

Non-LGBT students’ views seem to agree with Christian and Anglim’s testimonies.
“Let people do whatever they want,” senior Ryan
Handley said. “I don't really care if they marry.”
Shades of the Future
However, the Michigan law still prohibits same-sex
marriage, regardless of social views. With Michigan’s
future resting on DeBoer and Rowse’s case, what does the
future hold for LGBT students?
“I think I'll move around some and see where I fit
best with society and if being gay means I don’t fit in some
places then so be it,” Anglim said. “I don't shove my sexuality at people, but I know everybody knows and if they
don’t want me around I don't need to be there.”
Christian expressed a similar view.
“If it gets fought down, I guess I’ll move to somewhere that it can be legal and marry who I want to marry,”
Heinemann said.
Anglim is optimistic, though.
“I think we're starting to head in the right direction,”
he said.

Gay marriage

