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Introduction

Hello and welcome to the Wanderer’s Guide to London. The idea for this guide

came as a reaction to the current saturation of guides to London, depicting the

same landmarks with the same blandness and with little differentiation. In the

following weeks after, I sought out the more hidden and underated locations in

London.

The following pages are a record of my thoughts, feelings and my overall

experiences of four of the best secret locations London has to offer. Ultimatly the

following can be seen as an illustrative journal or diary rather than a guide. I hope

you enjoy my guide as much as I did making it and that it gives you the inspiration

to seek these locations out for yourself and possibly make a record of your own.
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The Wellcome Collection

The first thing about the Wellcome Collection that

caught my eye was its tagline “The free destination

for the incurbaly curious”. Having a curiosity for the

more strange wonders of life I was instantly interested. Easily accessible from a variety of underground

stations and located in Euston, The Wellcome

Collection is a large museum that explores the

themes of medicine, biology and life and how they

all connect.



Opening Times



At the time that I visited three exhibtions were

available to visit, two permanent and one

temporary. The two permanent exhibtions being

“Medicine Man” and “Medicine Now”. The

temporary exhbition entitled “The Institue of

Sexology” opened in November of 2014 and lasts

until September of 2015.



Recommended travel is by bus, tube or train



An aspect of the museum that I found really interesting is the postcard wall. Located within the “Medicine

Now” exhibition it encourages visitors to contribute

drawings and thoughts about what they’ve seen to

be displayed on the wall for other visitors to look at.

Overall The Wellcome Collection is a highly

interesting experience for anyone interested in

medicine, the human body and the theories around

what it means to be human.



By bus:



Visit online at:

www.wellcomecollection.org



Monday: Galleries Closed

Tuesday - Saturday: 10:00 - 18:00

Sunday: 11:00 - 18:00



Directions:

By tube:



The Wellcome collection is a short walk from

Euston, Euston Square and Warren Street

stations.



The following buses pass near Wellcome

collection: 10, 18, 24, 27, 29, 30, 59, 68, 73, 88,

91, 134, 168, 205, 253, 390



By train:



The nearest train stations are: Euston, St.

Pancras and King’s Cross

Limited photography allowed (no

photography allowed in special/

temporary exhibitions)
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The Wellcome Collection

(Right) I can’t help the way I feel by John Isaccs

(2003)

This is sculpture is a metaphor for how obsessed some

people can become with how they look.

(Below) Mummified male body, Peru, c. 1200-1400
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The Wellcome Collection



(Above) Collection of masks, including an

executioner’s mask (mask on the end) and a mask to

identify the plague ridden in China (6th mask in, blue

mask)

(Right) A sign hung above a dentist’s door in China,

decorated with real human teeth
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Grant Museum of Zoology

Located on Gower Street and part of the University

College of London is the Grant Museum of Zoology.

Being the only univserity zoological museum in

London the museum holds a fascinating (albeit

gruesome to some) collection of specimens, belived

to be around 67,000. The first thing that shocked me

when I walked into this rather tiny museum is just the

amount of specimens the museum does have, so

much that its genuinely a lot to take in. Shelves upon

shelves are stacked high with animal skeletons,

taxidermied creatures and animals floating in jars,

preserved forever.



Opening Times



Whether its a jar full to the brim with tiny moles, a

baby aardvark suspended in fluid or a simple

household cat cut open to display its innards, there’s

plenty to amaze and shock. You can even adopt

the specimens, having your name displayed beside

them, so if you have an urge to adopt a taxidermied

flying lemur then this is definitely the place for you.



Located next to the University College of London, the museum is a short walk from Euston

Square, Warren Street and Euston stations.



While some may not call the museum a perfect family

outing, it does hold activites for children to partake

in, such as linking skulls to certain animls, it’s also

free which is an advantage. Overall, the museum is

a must-see for anyone interested in natural history.

Informative and interesting, you are guarenteed to

walk out knowing a little bit more about the animal

kingdom.



Monday - Saturday: 1-5pm

The museum is also open for group and

research visits on weekday mornings 10am 1pm. Booking is required.



Directions:



Recommended travel is tube or train



By tube:



By train:



The nearest train stations is Euston station

which is a short 5 minute walk away.



Photography Allowed



Visit online at:

www.ucl.ac.uk/museums/zoology
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Grant Museum of Zoology



(Above) Jar of moles



9



(Above) African elephant skull



Grant Museum of Zoology

(Left) Infant Aardvark preserved in fluid

(Below) Dugong skeleton
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